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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


UOVraNOR OF BENGAL. 

Exctllt'iirv the IIoii‘hle Victor Alexanole GicJiit.E Konud 

BrLWLR-LYTTo.N. Karl of Lytton. P.C., G.lM.K. 

MEMBERS or Tirr KxirrnvK coencil. 

The Ili'L’hle Sir IUjw C'iund Maiitah. K C S E, K ('.EE , 1.0. M. 
Maharaiadkiniia Baliailur of Btirdwuu, Vic e-lVesideut, in chai^'e of 
the folloTrinp portfolios 
E Land Revenue. 

2. Eand Acquisition. 

3. Forests. 

4. Irrigation. 

5. Excluded Area,^. 

G Kurwpeaii Education. 

J'he Hon'ble Sir Kt . in charge of the loilowmg port- 

folios : — 

1. Judicial. 

2. Emigration. 

3. liiiiiiigratioii 

4. .Tunsdiction. 

6. Eegislative, 

G. ilaj rilgnniape. 

Ihc nctn'ble Mr 11. E. Stutiensox, f’.S.E, (’ EE., in charge of the 
following pcjrtftdios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. I’cfhtic^il — excluding Ilaj rilgninuge. 

3. Police. 

4. Jails. 

5. Ecclesiastical. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Doxai.d, C.EE., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Reserved Industrial Snbjecti. 

4. Marine. 



It GOVEENMEFTT of BENGAL.* 

MINISTEES, 

t 

The Hon'ble Sir Strendra Nath Baneejea, Kt., in charge of the foliowt 
ing portfolios; — 

Local Self-Government and Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Mr. pRowsii Cirr .vDER Mitteh. C.I.E., in charge of the 

following portfolio: — 

F.<iucatit)n 

The Hoii’hlo the Xawab Saiyid X\wab Ali CiiACrDHrat, Khan Bahadur, 
F I K . iM charge of the following portfolio.-^: — 

Agt icultuie and Public Wo^-ks 



OOTERNMEXT OF BENGAL. 

PRIXCIPjW. OFFICLRS of the BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
a>UNCIL. 

PlirSIDEXT. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton; C.I.E. 

Dtri'TY-pRF.SlDF NT. 

Babu Si kendra Nath Ray. 


Setietary to the Council — C Iindall. C.I.L., l.C.S. 
Dojiutv Secrctarv— A. M IIvKiiisoN 
A.Nsititunt Sccrctttiy to the Council. — K. N. Mazimimm. 
Kej^M>.tiar to the Couruil — J . McKaT, 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Addy, Babu Amulyn DhuiiO <Bonpil National I'iiamber of Oomoierce ) 
Afzal^ Xawabzada K. M.. Khan Bahadur [Dacca ('ity ( Muhammaaan ) ] 
Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Eumduddin. [Hujshahi South (Muham- 
madan').] 

Ahmed. Khan Bahadui MaulM Wa-^inunldin. [Pabna ^ Mubamiundan').] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Azahunnidin. [Bakaiyanj West ( MuhammadaiD . ] 
Ahmed. Maulvi Rati Uddin [Jes^ore South (Muhammadan).) 

A limed, Maulvi Yakuniuddin. [Ihnajimr (Muhammadan) 1 
Ahmed, Mi. ^[. [Faiidpur South ( Muliammadan i . ] 

Ahmed, Mun-'hi Jalai. [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Aley, Mr. S. Mahboob [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).) 

^Ali. Maulvi Syed Muksood. [ Barracki)or»‘ Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
All, Mr. Syed Erfan. [Xadia < Muhammadan ). ] 

All, Mr. Syed Nasim [21-Parjrana.'< Rural (Muhammadan).] 

All, Mun'^hi Amir. [Chittajronjf (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mun^hi Ayub, [C'hitta^»’oujf (Muhammadan).] 

Aihamuddin. Maulvi Khau<fti^ar. [Mymen'<in^h West (Muhain* 
madan ) . ] 

Azam, Khan Bahadur Khwaja Mohamed. [Dacca Kant Ru:al (Muhaa* 
madan ) . ] 

B 

Banerjea, the Hon’ble Su Surendra Nath. [Minister, 24-Parganai 
Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea. Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Rai Bahadur Abinash Chandra. JBirhhum ( Non-Muham« 
madan ) . ] 

Barma, Rai Sahib Panchanan. [Kangpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Barton, Mr. H. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Basu. Babu Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bell, Mr. J. W. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce). 

Bhattacharji, Babu Hem Chandra. (Nominated Non-official — Laboor- 
ing Clasaes.) 

Birley, Mr. L. (Nominated Official.) 

Bose, Mr. S. M. [Mymenaingh East (Noo-Muhammadan).] 
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Carey, Mr. W. L. (IndiaD Mining Association.) 

Chaudhun, Babn Kisbori Mohali. [Eajshahi (Non-Mnbammadan).] 
Chaudburi, Babn Tankanatb. fDinajpur ('Non-Mubamnaad&n).] 
Cbandbun, Kban Bahadur Maulvi Hahzar Rahman. [Bogra (Muham- 
madan).] 

Obaudbiiri, Maulvi Sbab Mubainmad. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Cboudhiiri, Rai Harendrana^b. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

CLaudhuri, Sir Asutosh. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

( haudhuri, the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

[Minister. Myrnensingh East ( Muhammadan K ] 

C'houdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulri Rahmatjan. [Faridpur North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chowdhur>', Maulvi Fuzlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muham- 
madaii ) . ] 

Cohen. Mr I). J. [('aloutta Sfuith Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Cof»j»er, Ml (liailo.*. (t 'Iii«1j;iti .lute MdU A‘“-(>eintion. ) 

Crawford. Mr T. C (Indian Tea Association ) 


Ba'^ n-b.i 
Da ' 

Da 

De. 

IK 

ik: 

!>.«' 

Do- 

Dm 

D-o 

Dal 
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Dill 
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D 

!•' ’^iiiadev ( Noniinatet] Non-official — Depre.v^ed Classes.) 
fCalruttn Noitli-We^t (Non-Muhammadan) 1 
.. Bnlnolur Nibnian (’handrn 'Bakarganj North (Non- 
■an).] r 

(Nominated Ofti<ial > 

'• V aiiindialal <?/?;< IL«wi.ib and Ruial iN(n- 

/\ 'Dana amt Chittairong ( Eur()p<*an ) . ] 

( Niumrated Oftit ial. i 

.i'ble Mr T ( Membei . Exeiutivr Council ) 

T iNi nnnafed Offii ial t 

■ur Pyari l.al [D.icoa (’itv ( Non-Mnhnmmad.an). ] 

< 'Iniiider 'Bankuia Ka^t ( Ni>i]-Muhammadnn > . ] 

' Jur Dt Tlandluin 'Calcutta Noith Central (Non- 

ai'i 1 

nada Clmran [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 
ni Bhu-hnn. 'Tij>iX‘ia < N(>n-Muhammadan) . ] 

N' n; mated ( Uticial. ) 

t 

(Nominated Official.) 
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Faroqni. Mr. K. G. M. [Tippem (MTlhftnllnndAn^.] 

^orreAter. Mr. J. CnmpbeU. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 

Ghatak. Bai Bahadur Nilmani. [Maldn (Non-Muhammadan^. ] 

Ghose, Mr. D. C. [^-i-Parjiranas Thiial South (Non-Muhamnadan^.] 
Ghose, Rai Bahadur Jopendra C’huiider. (Calcutta CniversitT.) 
Goode. Mr. S. W. (Nominated Official.) 

(TU]>ta. Rai Sahih Mahendia Nath. «Exi»ert Nominated.) 


H 

riaq. Mauhi A. K. Fa^l-uJ. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Haq, Shah Syed Eindudul 'Tipjiera (Muhammadan).] . 

Honiell. Mr. W. AV. .Nominated OtKrial ^ 
riuntiripfcird. Mr. G. T. (Nominated (Official ) 

ITucj, Mauivi Ekramul [ Mnrshitlahad ( Muhammadan^ . ] 

ITii‘.^ain. ^laiilvi Md Mada.c-'Ur [Burdwan Division North I Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

il 

^annh, Bubu Saiat (di.india. Midn;*f»oie South ( Non-Muhainmadan ) . ] 
Duien, Mr. d A [I'lesidencv and Burdwan ( KuroiH*aiO . ] 

K 

Kaiim, Maul VI l azlal. > Baknrpanj. South (Muhammadan).] 

Khaital), Bahu Dehi Pro‘^ad. (Ntuniiiated N(tn-oth( Jal ( 

KhaUt Bahu Del^emlia l.,al. [Midnajnue North i Non-MuhninmadnD). ) 
Khan. M.iulu Jl.iinul-ud-.lin 'Ranpj>U] E.i**! > Mnhamniadan » ] 

Khun. Mau]^i Md. Rahque 1 ddiii ’ Myinensinph East (Muhom- 
madaij i j 

Kl.an. Mr Razaur Rahman [Cahutia North (Muhammadan).] 

Kiian ( lunidhuri. Klian Bahadur Mauivi Md Ki had All. ^ linj^hahi 
North ( Muhfiinn adan ^ ] 


L 

I/.w, Raja Re.*.hee Case (Benpal National ('hnmlw'r of ('ommerce.) 
l a she, Mr. W. L . ( 'ai< utta Trades A''^f*^■iation i 

M 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the II( n'hle. (MeroWr, Eiecu- 
live Council . ) 

Makraui.ili, [NoakLali < Muhammadan ) J 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF ME3«EES. 


Mallik, Babu Suretidra Nath. [Calcutta South (Non-^uhammadan).] 

Marr, 3Ir. A. (Nominated Official. ) 

McAlpin. 3Ir. 31. C. (Nominated Official.) 

McCut, Lieutenant-Colonel David. (Nominated Official. )t 

Mitra, Rai Bahadur 3IaheQdra Chandra. [Hooghiy Municipal (Non- 
3Iuhnmmadan).] 

3Iitter, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. (3Iinister, Presidency Landholders.) 

Moitra, Dr. Jatindra Nath. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

3Iukharji, Babu Satish Chandra. rHooghly cum Howrah Rural (Nbn- 
3Iuhammadan). ] 

3Iukheriee, Babu Nitya Dhon. [Hooghiy Municipalities (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

3Iukherji, IMofes'^or S, C’. (Nominated Non-official — The Indian 
r'hri^’tinn Community.) 

Mtikbopadhavn. Babu Sarat Chandra. f3hdnapore South (Non-3Iuham- 
madan).] 

3rulliok. Babu Nirrwle Beharr. [Bakarganj South (Non-3ruham- 
madan).] 


N. 

Nakey, 3Iirza MuhRmma<l Ali [24-Pargana'? 3Iunicipal South (Muham-^ 
mad an ) . ] 

Ka 111 '!. L.i!m Hem (’handra. [24-Pargnnas Rural Central (Non- 
'I’r • ’I'.adau).] 


P 

1' :.iulvi 3fd. Abdul Jubbar. [Mymensingh West (Muham- 

« 

» 1 , Y. (Bengal ChamWr of Commerce.) 

I ■ Keshoram (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

R 

V , XMiir. (Nominated Non-official.) 

R 'urble Sir Abd-ur-. (Member, Executive Council.) 

1! I’rananna Deb. [Jalpaiguri ( Non -Muhammadan ). ] 

P Shah Abdur. [Rnngpur West (Muhammadan). 1 

P .ahendra Chandra. [Jesaore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

P rendra Nath. [Deputy-President, 24-PargaQas Municipiu 

• >n-M uhammadan ) . ] 

P Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

B.. »dur rpendra Lai. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

R.. L.. .;i, Babu Brojendra Eishor. (Dacca Landholders.) 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. xi 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. Krishna Chandra. (Xominattvd Non-official— 

• Labouring Classes. > 

lUy Choudbury. Raja Manmatha Xath. [ M>TneiisiDgh West (Non- 

• Muhammadan L ] 

Rishi, Babu Hasik Chandra [Xoakhali ( Non-Muhammadan L ] 
Robertson. Mr. F. W. ( Noiiunatod (tdinal. 'i 
Rose, Mr. G. F. (Indian Jute Mil]> A^sociatiim ^ 

Roy, Bahn Jogendra Kiishna. [Fandpnr South ( Non-MuhamnuidanL ] 
Rfty, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Dacca Rural ( Non-MuhammadanF ] 

Roy. Babu Nalini Nath- fJe^sore South (Non-MuhammndauF ] 

Roy. Maharaja Bahmlui K‘<hauTn<h (handra [Nadia (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Roy, Mr. Biioypro^ad Sinirh fBurdwan ( Non-MuhammadauF • 

Roy. Mr. J. N. (Nominaicil Oflicial.l 

Roy. Mr. Tarit BLusan ( Bcnk-'a! Muhaian Sabha.) 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Laht Mohan < Buidwan Landlodders ) 

Roy, Raja ifaniloil Singh [Ibylv.ju ( Non-Muhamniadan) ] 

Roy Chaudhuri. Babu Sailaia Nath i Khulna (Non-Muhammadan^ | 


8 

Salani, Khan Bahadur Mauivi .Vbdus |.(osm>ic North < Muhammadan K] 
^Sarkar, Babu Jogosh Chandra [Rangjmr ( Non-Muhammadan ). j 
Sarkar, Babu Rishindra Nath [Bankura We^t ( Non-Muhammadan). J 
Shake.^^pear. Mr. W. A (B*oigal Chamber ot Commeice.) 

Sinha, Babu Surendia Narayan [Muishidnbad ( Non-Muhammadan ). J 
Skinner, Mr. IT. E. (Bengal Chamluu of Commeice.) 

Stark, Mr. H. A. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Stephenson, the Hon’ble Mr. II* L. (Member. Executive C'ouncil.) 
Stuart -Williams, Mr. S, C. (Nominated Official.* 

Suhrawardy, Dr. A. [Dacca West Rural ( Muhammadan ). j 
Suhrawardy, Dr. Hassan. [Hf>oghJy ram Howrah Municipal (Muham* 
• madan).] 

Suhrawardy, Mr Husmn Shaheed fBurdwaij Division South 
(Muhammadan). ] 


T 

Travers, Mr. W. L. [Rajshahi < European).] 

V. 

Villiers, Mr. F. E. E. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

W. 


Willis, Mr. Arthur d’Anyers (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Tweivth Session.) 

VOLUME XII. 

Prooeedir^ of the Bengil Legislative Council aaoembled under the 
provisions of the Covemment of India Aot. 

The C’ouncil met in the ('ouik il (’hamU'r in the Town ITall, (’ah iittn, 
on Monday, the2ud July. 192‘3. at 3 p.m 


Present: 

The Hon'ble the Pie.sideiit in the (’hair, tlie four Hon' hie MenilM*!** 
Of the Executive Council, the three Iloii’hle MiHHtei^. and lOl noiui* 
uatod and elected members 


Oath or affirmation. 

Tht‘ following memla‘rs made a<i oath oi alhrmation <d their allej;i- 
a nee t<. the Crown : — 

1. Mr. n. P. Drvvr 

2 . Lieutenant-Colonel D^vin Me('\\ 

3. Mr. ARTirrR d'A.xTEHs Wilms 
5. Mr. W. A Sii\KF.spE.Mi. 

5. lUi Saheb Muie'dr.^ Nath GrpT^ 


Appointment of Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Gentlemen,— 
In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 of the Benjral Ix^ffinlative 
Council Rules, 1920, I have nominated the followings meml>ers of Council 
to form a panel of four Chairmen, viz. : — 

Kumar Shib Shekhaieswar Ray, 

Mr. W. L. Carey. 

Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, 

Maulvi Syed Nasim Ah. 
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Unlesfl othenripe arranfred, th^ senior member among t^em present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Council p 
my absence and in the absence cf the Deputy-President. ^ 

Death of Counoil Member. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is with great regret that I have to refer to- 
day t(> the death of Colonel Archibald John Pngh who was till very 
recently a meiuW of this Council. Colonel Pugh was elected as one of 
the members (.f the general European constituency for the Presidency 
and Burdwati Divisions at the general election cf 1920 and was a regular 
attendant at the meetings thereafter. In this Chamber a characteristic 
of l]Li.s wf>rk was the constant endeavour made by him to promote good 
feeling between aU sections of the Council and his legal knowledge was 
of great assistance to us. There will be many members who like my- 
Mdf have lively reocdlections of the great jmrt played in the public life 
of the I*reflideijcy by Colonel Pugh’s distinguished father and also by his 
equally distinguished uiule Sir Griffith Evans, That work was both 
ably and devoUnlly c^rrie<l on in the second generation by our friend. 1 
am sure that the Council would desire that an expression of the sense of 
the ('ouncil cm the loss that thev have .mstained in the untimely death 
of Colonel Pugh should Ik* conveyed to Mrs. Pugh. Another former 
meml)er of the Pengal Council has jici.sMHl away since the last .sessioif: 
1 refer to It.ihu Shib Nanjyan Mukherji Of Ctterpara, who was a mem- 
Ih*'- I tl., C.< iigal Counnl from 1918 to 1920 as a representative of the 
P' • lulholder.s. I am sure that members will desire that a 

n 'leir symputhv shall be conveyed to his relatives also. 

ask memlier.*' to endct;se what 1 have said by rising from 
tl remaining standing in silence. 


Stamd Quaitions 

(to wtiioh oral ansvrors waro given). 

rooruitmont of mambors of the Bengal Civil Service. 

-1IBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA Bahedur: oG Will 
* ;’e Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased 
ti **r the rules lor the recruitment of members of the Bengal 

C. )ii its Judicial Branch, have been finally framed and 

au 

will the Hon’ble the kiemher be pleaeed to lay a copy on 

tl- 


i : in ohargi of JUDICIAL DEPARTMBNT (tba HoiPMe 

•If" ihiin): ia) The answer if in the negative. 

1 -.ot arise. 
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M23 QrESTlONS. 

ixpeiMtityn on^oommittMt and oonfartneat in tha Pratidanoy af tangal 

since the introduction of the Hoforms, 

. *11. 8H4H 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: Will the Hod W* the Member 

in charpe of the Bepartment of Finance be pleased to state— > 

(i) how much public money has been spent in the Presidency of 
Bengal on committees tind conferences since the Reforms 
"came into force ; and 

* 

(n) how mneb of the total has been iipent on committees appv^inted 
in confieqtience of the resolutions of the Bengal Ivegiilative 
Council ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tha Hon^hla 
Mr. 4. Donald): (i) and (II ) A statement is laid on the tnble. 


St^tCTn^nt referred to in the reply to utarred quc$tton .Vo. II 
( i) and <n>. 

(i) Exjiendfture in the Presidency of Bengal on committees anJ 
conferences since the introduciion of the lU'form.s — 

Its 

1921- 22 41,152 

1922- 23 iprobable expenditure) 27,666 


Probable total t‘*8,818 


iif ) Of the aWve, the expenditure on committees appointed in eon- 
seejuence of rewdutions (if the Bengal Legislative Council is — 

Ih. 

1921- 22 24,591 

1922- 23 (probable expenditure) 23,842 


Probable total 48,433 


Foliifig oantrit far BafcarganJ North Miihamwadan oowciltiofioy. 

•ill. Mttilvl FAXtAL KARIM BHOWDHURYl Will the Hon'ble 
the Member in charge of the Appointment (LegiilatiTe) Department 
be pleased to lay on tbe table a statement showing the number and the 
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places of polling centres fixed in the northern Sadar and Bhola sub- 
divisions of the Bakarganj district at the last general election of the 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council from the Bakarganj Nonh 
Muhammadan constituency? t 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT [LEGISLATIVE] 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim) : A statement is 
laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question \o. HI sko^riny 
the number and the places of poUtng centres fried in the northern 
Sadar and Bhola subdivisions of the Bakarganj district at the last 
general election of the members of the Bengal Legislative Council 
from the yorth Muhammadan constituency. 

Cariftl No Namen of polling coufron Name^ of tlianas 


1. Bairagiu 

Bhola 

2. Kborki > Munoshalial ) 

Bh.da 

3. Joynagor 

Bhola 

4. (^liuriKita 

Bhola 

5. Tozuiniuldi 

. . To/Tumuddi 

6. Narnyanpiir 

Tozumuddi 

7. Matjgal Sikdar 

Tozuinuddi 

H Muiipura 

Tozumuddi 

-gapur 

Barhauuddi 

• 'lanuiidi 

Baihauuddi 

.1 Maiuka 

Baihaijuddi 

iinai a 

Barhauuddi 

"it^ngaiij illakiiaud 

dir hat ' Barhauuddi 

•re liar 

. . Baihauuddi 

.rcliur 

Barhauuddi 

>.U-b 

Lhiulat Khan 

lat Khan 

... Daulat Khan 

•pur 

Daulat Khan 

‘ -lu 

Gouniadi 

' uadi 

. . Goumadi 


Goumadi 

•-.jore 

. . . Goumadi 

. i>nr 

. . Bahugauj 

^Tgati 

Bahugranj 

■tgnuj 

Bahuganj 

lab Eati 

. . ITarirpur 
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Sarial No. Natnos of poliiug coatre*. 

NsmMi of thaiuu. 

27. 

Sikarpur 

Wafirjmr 

2S. 

Char Gachhua (north) 

Badartuni 

29. 

Bedartuni 

Badartuni 

30. 

Memnnia 

Badartuni 

31. 

Kauria 

Badartuni 

32. 

Muladi 

Muladi 

33. 

Sabi pur 

Mulach 

34. 

Hizla 

Mehendifranj 

35. 

Sahaspur 

Mehendifrauj 

3fi. 

(Toalhhour 

Meliendijranj 

37. 

riania 

Mtdmudi^fanj 

3S. 

Mehcndicranj 

Mehendi^ranj 


Lain ((jlnirairhat ' 

Mehendig'ailj 

40 

Iljd\ anandapiir 

^fehendl^r^'tli 

41. 

Kazirhnt 

Mc'hendi^anj 

Admission of patients on account of 

new charges levied in 


Coverivfiefit hoopitals. 


« NV. Babu NALINi NATH ROY: -.m Will tin* noTri»lt‘ iho Mini^. 

tt‘i‘ 111 < of tlu‘ Dopo! t noMU (if T.oral S(*lf«(fov(MniiM'fit !>♦* plenfit**! lo 

ptatf T\Lotlicr then* is uiiv falling’’ ofl‘ in the uuinWi of patientM 
aiul in tile iiunilior of imtieiits i«»r<nviti>r m<Mlirun*«(. on norount of lh« 
iio'v (haip*" who h have liccn li'vifMl in ( iovim hun‘nt bospitaKy 

{h) \\ hut 1 .“ till* method adopifil in th(* hospitals t<J pioper 

oriounis (f the sulo of iiif(i:<'in«*s in tb»» hospitals!" 

ir) Ale iheit* a’.’, paitu ulai f io \ im niioMit oftneis (h‘put«*<l to chec k 
the accniinl^ of the iue<i;r;ues koM !" 

^(/) ill the IIoii lilc* the Minisi»*i 1 m* |ile.ise{) to lav on the talile n 
8tateiuent shconnir, hc.spital h\ he spital. the total income fmm hospital 
charges and imMlicines sold «]» to date*'" 

(r t Will the Iloirhle the MiiJistei 1 m* pleased to state whelhei iitiy 
private hospital has adopt«‘d the method of lealiziiiK mtinev like that 
adopted hy the Government ?’ 

SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of LOCAL 
SELF-GOVERNMENT (Mr. S. W. Goode): /* There is no fallinif off 

of the in-d(K»r attendances at these hospitals. • 

Aa rejrards the out-do*)r {mtients, a statement for the years 11 ) 20 , 
1921 , 1922 and up to date of 1923 is laid on thp table. It will he seen 
that it is impossible to comfKire 1923 with 1922 , which was one of the 


o 
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worst epidemic years in Calcutta, but it will be seen that the out-door 
attendances for 1923, %wliicL has been an exceptionalfT healthy ye^^ 
with no epKleinics, compare ver^* favourably with those of ordinttry 
years like 1920 and 1921. The Campbell out-patient figures show ^ 
slight falling off, but this is the epidemic hospital, and there being no 
epidenric this year, the slight fall is natural. 

{/j) and tr) A statement explaining the method is laid un the table* 
(r/) A statement IS laid on the table. 

(c) Most of the leading missionary hospitals and many of the Local 
Fund hosjatals and disiien.saries adopted this method before Govern- 
ment did so. 

SUitement referred to in the reply to shirred question .Vo. IV (a) ihoicing 
the average monthly out-door patients in the four Calcutta hospitals. 



1&20 

U>2! 

ld22 

1023 

Medical College Hospital 

7,000 

6.692 

11,000 

9,900 

I’residoncy General Hospital 

200 

211 

291 

149 

Campliell Hospital 

3.500 

3,6o3 

5,300 

2,887 

Snnibhu Natb Paodit Hospital 

2.700 

2.694 

6,000 _ 

3,842 


SUitement referred to in the reply to starred question Xo. IV 
{})) and u). 

• are iicjt sold at any of the ho.spitals, hut the member is 
; V referring to the new charges which are being levied from 
.amber ot patient.H from tlie beginning of this year. 

''Ie<]ionl C^)llege Hospital, a sptn ial ( a-'h bot»k kej't for th(‘ 
the A.S''ist4U»t Suj»eriuteudent. who checks the accounts and 
entry daily and is responsible for the cash. The collectioii.«i 
• er and checked *by him daily 

.iuipbell Hospital, fees from patients are collected by teachersi 
‘.ill vouchers ii\hich are suhiyitted to the officer and entered 
v registered sheet. The entries in the register are checked 
-rintendeut and the Deputy Superintendent. 

“residency (ieneral Ilnspital, the Wardma.ster of each ward 
Jays’ payment from each in-patient in advance and pays the 
he Accountant. The amount is entered in the daily cash 
•ok hy the .\ccouutaut and checked by the A.ssistant to the 
-.-rrintendent. 

I to the out-patients, tl»e Assistant to the i>urgeon-SupeuD- 
rcU fees from all i>atient.s who attend, giving a receipt for 
.t made. 

.r on duty similarly eollect.s fees from patients attending 
: -door is closed. 
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The money^ realized u at once sent to the Accountant, trho enter# 
Jhe collection in the daily cash collection book trhich i# checked by the 
Assistant to the Sur^>u-Su|>eriiitendent. 

, Althoupl^ all money realized from room, ward and out-patient# i# 
shown in the daily cash collettion book, a separate reffister is kept 
showing? the daily collection from ward and out-patients only. 

At the Sambhn Nath Pandit Hospital, the fee# are collected by the 
Medical Officer in chnrirc from out-patients and then sent to the Ue#i- 
drtit Surtre(»n (the next morninir) and a receipt is jjiven. The Out- 
door Officer keeps separate accounts of his collection. 

In tlie In-door, fees are collected by the Kesident Surg^n, who 
issues receipts for the same. The account are kept by the clerk in a 
separate liook in which the treasury receipt x«»uchers are 

filed. The accounts are checked by the liesident .^urgreon and passed 
by the Suri^efui-Superintendent when the treasury chalans are signed 
by him. 


St/Jfemenf referred to in the reply to starred questwn 

.Vo. IV 

(d) shotting 

the amounts realized during Januarij 1U23, in 

the four Calcutta 

hospitals. 

Rb. 

A. 

Camjjhell Ilospital 

713 

11 

MimIicuI Celleirc Hospital 

i,a4b 

9 

PrcsidcDC) (tenernl Ilo'^pital 

‘.\7m; 

0 

Sanibhu Nath Pandit Hospital 

ssb 

1 

Statement referred to in the reply to starred question 

.Vo. IV 

(d) shoxnng 

the amounts realized during February, ]9'23, in 

the four Calcutta 

hospitals. 

K«. 

A. 

r4»nipbell Hospital 

4<;4 

5 

Medical College Hospital 

1.799 

2 

Presidency (icneral Hospital 

2.590 

0 

Sanibhu Natli Pandit IlosjdUil 

707 

13 


Meston Award. 

•V. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURYs Will the 
Ilon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Finance lie j>lea#ed 
to state what further coiTes]»ondeuce or ffniversation.s have taken place 
between the GoTernment of India and the Government of Bengal, with 
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regard to the “ Meston Award aftecting this Presitjpncy and what 
further steps the Oovernmeut of Bengal are proposing to take with, a 
view to undo the evil ? % 

* • 

The Hon'ble Mr. J, DONALD: Government are not at lihertj’’ to 
di‘<rlose corresjiondence or conversations between themselves and the 
Government of India, but are still maintaining their protest against 
the jireseiit financial settlement. 


Supply of equipments to dafadars and ohaukidars. 

•VI, Mr. BIJOYPROSAO 8INCH ROY; Will the Hon ble the 

Memlier in rhaige of the Police Department be jdeased to state wliether 
the dafadars and chaukidaioi in all place** in this ])rovince liave been 
regularly siipydied with etiuijuuent during the last five years ^ 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr, H, L. Stephenson): Last yeai irr<*gulaiity in the supply was leported 
fti.m the Purdwati Division Thi^ wio' dm* to the fact that the Midiia- 
porc .lad < imld not nianufa» ture all the uiniorni^ retjuiied A readjust- 
imnit of the uoik (d uiiif*-im manufactuie )n*tween the ('entral jails has 
been !!ia<le. so a** to eu'^ute (he legului supydv ot unitorni.s in tutuie 


Equipment charges for dafadars and ohaukidars. 
v:; Mr. BIJOYPROSAO SINGH ROY; oo Will the Il n hie 

ill (iinig(*of the Pidice^ Depai tiiit'jit l>e pleaded to state the 
’.tas his'ii realized by tbe (bivtuniueiii within the (‘ourse of 
. yeai> as e<jui jonent charges foi <lafudai- and idiaukidarH 
oils, union committee- and union boarii*- of tlie Presidency 

the (to\einiuent be j)lea-ed to -tatt* wlmt sum out eft the 
/A'i\ ha.s been s]»ent to -upjdv e'piipmcnt to tlie dafadat*!* and 
and what i- tlic balaiu e in the haiuls of the Govei nmeiit , 
'he end id ITJ'd B S 

Vble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON; oi) and .b> The compila- 
* tiguie- W(uild l»e.a very labnn<>u- hu-ine--. and G<»verument 

< ' the following explaiiat'on of the position obviates the 

t •ndertaking this lalH>ur. 

al article- of the e^iuipment of a daftular and chaukidar 
t‘ to last for v;\r\ iug period-, c.f;.. a leather Mt is estimated 

« ur years and a havers;u'k bw two years. The cojit of the 

«• tes is revised from time to time as prices vary, and 
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Mtiisat«s are pypared of the sums reijuiriHl to he collet tetl aunually 
in-order that the several articles may be supplied when renewals fall 
dul. At present the annual charge is Rs. for a daflfadar and 

Jl-144) for^t chaukidar. atal to these amounts are to be added convey- 
ance charges, which vary in difft^rent district'*. The advantage <*f this 
procedure is that periodical demands fur larger nm< tint'- are avoidetl, 
and the necessity of constant changes in the chaukid.m-tax assessment 
is obviated. 

Separate acctnints are kept of the realiratuui'* from earh union and 
the District Magistiute adin:nistei> the fund for the whole district and 
prepares indents fctr supjihe> of the s<»xeral artnles when they fall 
due for a whtde thaiia or siibdnision. 

Consei^uently the exi-^tence at a given tune of tf latge balnnee in the 
fund (»f a di^trut i' not proof of e\<evvi\e collec tnms oi of the feasi- 
bility either of a di^tributnuj ot mone\ to uukujs or a remission t»f taxa- 
tion. When a sxipjdy of artnle- lasting for iiuue than ofie yeni is <lue, 
it is necessary that the balame in hand shcuild exceed one gear's demand. 

During the war there was s(»inelimes <liHiciiliy in obtaining renewals 
promptly and in s<ijne rii^.tints this lesulted in a< i uniulat oui of funds. 
At tlio >ame time th<^ juices (d s^-veial of the ailicles incieaM'd. The 
accuiiiiilat ion of funds was a«'|'st».d in some <li‘tTi(fs it\ delaviiig to 
IJ^tM fdu( (* the t iihan( etl i ales ftti ( <•! lection 


Uftttarred Quest iofit 

(snswers to which were laid on the table). 

# 

Places of public worship within the Nabadwip Municipality. 

1, Babu BURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: ( Will the Hoirhle 

the Ministei in chaige of the iVjmitinent of Local Ncdf-ffovcTiinient 
W pl<#ised to lay on the table a stateme?»t showing — 

1 1 ) how man\ jdaces (d public worship, as defined in the Bengal 
Municijuil Act. are tloue within the area of the Nabadwip 
Munit ij>alit\ in the distin t of Nadia; and 
(ni whether such places of public worship are exempt fiom the 
incidence of any muiiiri|Hil taxation whatsoe\ery 

Is it a fact that the Te^jiecuive owners and firopnetors thereof 
fivstematu allv impose fees on the vjsitfus for granting them the priri- 
lege of admission into the temples ami of seeing the shrines instalied 
therein ^ 

ic) Was there ever any attempt on the jmrt of the authorities of 
the Nabadwip Municipality at stopping this imjiost Y 

(d) Are the Government taking auy action in the matter?' 
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MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of M>CAL SELF. 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’bie Sir Siirendra Nath Banarjea): (a) (i) 

Thpvo iff no definition for ” place of public worship ** in the 
Munirijml Art, III of The Chaiiman of the Xabajl^ip Municw 

]>ality reports that there are no less than 2,000 private thakurharis 
within the aiea of the muniripality, hut that they can hardly he called 
places of jmhlic worship within the nieaninfr of section 98 of the 
iJen^ral Muuicij>al Act. 

(ti) None of the thakurharis referred to in ( 2 ) are exempt from 
municipal taxation. 

(h) Such fee^' are levied in the case ol the i)rivate thakurharis 
reh'rred to in (/). There are about a dozen bond fide juihlic temples, 
howevei, in the town where no such impost is levied. These temples 
an* exem]»t fioiu municipal taxation. 

(r) and (d) The an.swer is in the ne^nii\e 


Replacement of the Union Committee at Bhanga by a Union 
Board. 

2. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: .o') Will the Hoii’hle the Mmt^er 
in chai^T of tile l)epartni(‘nt ol laa-al .'selt-(iii\ erinneiit he ]>lea‘'ed to 
MtaU* — 

( / '; vlailici the union (omnuttee at Blianpi <rarulj>iir) has })een 
:i]ilac<*d h\ a union hoard. 

' ihei < haukiihni tax and union tax are lieing' realized as 
. loie ; and 

• fthei thei(‘ has heeii a' fn*vh election ol its meinhersf' 

the rioirhle the Minister ht* p!ease<l lo ^tate the iiatnes of 
IS in Faridpuj^ and the amount of district board grant 

• •ach ? 

tlie Ilon’hle the Mini'-tor he pleased to state whether it 
some \illages ( Safnliilanjra and others) of Fukra Fnion 
vjntaiuing many voters for the union board election have 
d from the list of \oteis for (he local Kiard election y 

- - ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA; wi fmnndtro) 

St election of the old union committee was hehl in 1919. 
hment of n union hoard at Bhanpa was sanctionwl in 
)»ut eltH'tioiiH could not W ludd as there were no candidates 
' Atteiujits to constitute the union hoard were made three 

it any success and have l)een almudoned as it is not con- 
‘ able to force a union board on an unwilling electorate. 

• » ' ' umstances the old union committee still continues. 
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(6) For th^ names of union boards sanctioned in Faridpfur» the 
nipmber is referred to pajres 319 to 336 of Part IB of the Calcutta 
Gazette, dated the 2!id June. 1920, and padres 40G to 4C9 of Part I and 
Ijagr^s 327 to 334 and 333 to 530 of the Siipideinent to the Calcutta 
Gazette, datecl the 23rd March, 1921. 

The total amount granted hv the di'^tnct hoard to the union Intards 
in the district is R-i. lo.SitO for 1922-23. 

Jic) Village Safalidanira in the Fukra rnion in police-station 
Kasiani dr>es not find cntr>- in the l(»cal hcmrd electoral roll for thi.s i>olioe- 
station. The roll xra*, j)uhlished at sintahle jdace" according' to rules, 
hut nohody apjdied to the Di'-liut Ma^’^i-^tnile claiinui^^ the rijL^ht to 
vote. 


Grant to the District Boards in Bengal for Public HMith work. 

3. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the Ih n hie the 

Mnii''ter iti <h.ti^/e of the nuoit of Focal Solt-t »o\ eminent he 

]den<e«l t<. >tatr wiiat a«’tijai ainoint ha^ heen ]»aid h\ the ( toverniiifMit 
to in(hv3(iual d>tn! t hoards (»♦ lienjj^al :n ll*2th 1‘221 and l!t22 nip to 
OrtoluT la‘-t • — 

* ( M a^ loaf! . atid 

in) fi s fri'a u t 

t(* deal with tlu puhlo health pTol.ioni' td Rtoi;::!!''' 

{}>) Will the IF n'hle tiio Miio-^ter l>o pleawd to state what 
concrete woik- havt* he*‘ii done Uo this pnr]K)M* 1>_\ theso individual 
d;stn(t hna!(F with thv inoij(*\ reevned*-' 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: (a) Statements 
showing the aupinentation and (juinine g'rants to the district 
hoarh** are laid on the t thle The au^rmentat ir>ii jriaiits are iivailahW 
for exi>eiHliture »ui all ohu*< ts id the Ffwal SidMiovernment Act, vi«., 
constnniion of new liad- and hndiri'H, village sanitation, watt»i-supj)ly, 
reterinarv disixM^sarie- and any other works which the district hoard 
wish to take up Infoniiaiion showrnir what ]»ortion of the autrmeida- 
tion frnnt was «jient hy each di*»tiict hoard for public health j»ur|x»fieii 
is not nvailahle. 

In addition, the grants and loans, noted lx*!ow, have been paid 
from provincial revenues for public health purposoe ; — 

Howrah District Board. — (iranf of Rs. 11.299 for the Amta 
scheme. 

Jewore District Board.— Grant of Rs. 50,900 for the Jabuna acheme. 
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JeBsore DiMrict Board. -- 4 }raDt of Bs. 11,000 for 4 he And Bhil 

Hcbeme. # 

Je^sore Difttrict Board. — Loan of Rs. 76,000 for the Arul Bh5 

sfbome. ♦ ' 

24-Rar|?ana« District Board. — Grant of Rs. 20,855 for the Ganpa 

Sag’ar Mtda. 

Rajsbahi, Bojrra and P.iIit):! Di-iint Boards — Giajit uf R>. 5,000 
for epiderui(H. 

Dacca District Board.- t Ji.aiit of R^ 1.0:)0 f( i c^pjc’enii' ^i. 

Dacca Ib^tnct Boaid. — (jr.iut (d Its. 5.050 loi lai's and inclas. 

This cxcdiides ^rrants paid to the di'^Mict boaids (owaids the pay 
of the Ilealth Offi cers. aw rhe arinal anjoiint drn^ii hv each di«<trict 
board for thi.** i)ur[K)He i** not known. 

(In (M-vernnient have no exact informatum. 

Statement referred to in the rc}>ly to unfturred (piestion Xo. J, $hoieing 
the expenditure incurred Inf (jorrrnment for the distribution of 
(junnne to districts durnuj the lo<t three years. 


NAfn^** of ttlttrii tn 

- 

li*Jo.2i 

11^21-22 


P^ 

Bs. 

R«. 


3.7^3 

.’■^74a 

7.725 


j.r.4: 

] . '*a4 

2..532 


, 4. 04 a 

1,122 

1 .686 


:’.44: 

I.vS70 

2.767 


, 3.SM 

1 3.2,30 , 

4.704 

.* .. 

445 

340 1 

544 

Ofl .. *• % 

1 4.cHtr> 

1 3.624 1 

5.828 


3.TS2 

4.3.*)2 

6.080 

ad . . 


3.02c» 

S.7(K> 


2.4i»a 

2.210 

2.8^0 



l.TaS 

3.102 


l.V.*4 

1.42K 

1.833 



1.054 

2.068. 


034 

782 

1.26% 


c.a: 

4 42 

517 


3.337 

* 3.4'H» 

4.277 


1 .2\»o 

0.32 

1.074 


1.W7 

1.1 1H» 

1,268 



1.462 

1.880 


845 

0,52 ; 

1,457 


1.112 

1,224 

1.074 


1,200 

1.122 

1.508 


1.112 

052 

1,692 


1.112 

8.50 

1.739 


1.112 

612 ^ 

I.ITS 


t‘67 

476 

1.1T& 

- Hdl Tract* . . 


238 

376 


Total 


M'.:35 




66.009 
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Statement refew^ to in the reply to unstarred question No, 3, thowinff 
the distribution of augmentation grants to distnci boards during 
the last three years. 


gfrUl 

5o 

Naidm of datrici bourti* 


no&-2( 

1920,21 

1921-21 

• 




Ra 

Hi. 

Ra. 

1 

Burdw^an 



73.344 

69,771 

73.074 

0 

Bnnkura 



:3.3^U 

1 1 .952 

14.231 

3 

Birbhuni 



IlhMU 

19.0.72 

19.373 

4 

Malnnpore 



47.7«2 

49.974 

50.729 

0 

Hoo^’hly 



2.1.0t»H 

25.499 

24.046 

e 

Howrah 



13.ft57 

12.75ti 

1 2.023 

7 

24 Pargana* 



51.661 

63»274 

5i.Hy9 

8 

Nadia 



24.5AV 

24,279 

20.458 

9 

Murtthidaba^i 



21.708 

22,16a 

21.318 

10 ! 

Je^WKire 



28.H22 

26.t77 

29,359 

11 i 

Khulna 



3t*.486 

33.049 

30.6 U) 

12 

Dacca 



32,714 

36,1ik» 

S:.6H2 

13 

Mvnienhingh 



69.256 

5h.H06 

50.718 

14 

Faridfur 



2t».<>S8 . 

2H.546 

24,177 

\f> 

Bakari^nijj 



52.597 : 

6.3.046 

47.7.38 

Hi 

('hjttnv^'Og 



29.300 

27,K74 

25.207 

IT 

N oak hall 



26, <'.*>6 

24.7.73 

33.075 

Ih 

Tiff^ra 



33 403 

32.006 

28.644 

It* 

RajHhnhi 



2«».5T9 

32.735 

42.092 

»20 

Dmajj'ur 



2h,‘*0K 

2h.T60 

30.194 

21 

•iHlfMOifUn 



2S.32K 

3(».354 

2ti.095 

22 

Raiigpur 



39.57.’» 

42.441 

' 45.226 

23 

Bi‘k'ra 



1 : 1 . 6:19 

15 091 

16.499 

24 

I’nbiia 



: 9.250 

19.611 

2<*.384 

2r» 

Mm Ida 



14 453 

14,545 

13,628 

21. 

Darj«**‘liiij: Road 

Commit tf'C 1 


toti2.5 

7.. '*06 

7.299 

! 


Total 

• 

8.03.907 

h. 11,671 

7,95,778 


Oecrease of pqnulation of the Pabna district. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: <1 Will ilu Hon I lf the 

Minister in (hnipe of the ot Lrnul Sflt-i ii>\ ci inni*n: he 

pleaml to vtaTf — 

(I) the ix>pulati(jn of thf <h^tn(t of Tahna at tho of 18 ^ 1 , 

IIMH, liHl and lO’Jl. le^I>fctlvely . 

(II) in cant* of «]f< of |H»|>uiatioii at the limt (fiiwu** the teaaorj 

to whn h It ib diie ; 

(nil what present action are the (ioTernnient going’ to take to 
wt(»p this falling off of the population; 

(ir^ whether thexe will lie any anti-malarial woikn undertaken ID 
the district next year; 

(v) whether there will f»e any new woiks tinder the Sanitary 
Drainage Act for the reclamation of the bit area; and 
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(vi) whether there will be any help driven to the dij^rict board by 
the Govemmeiit for the free distribution of quinine to thj 
poor villagers? • 

(h) Is it a fart that large tracts of land within the jurisdiction of* 
police-station Sujanagar in the Pabna district have become water- 
logged ? 

(c) If so, what are the causes and what steps are being taken to 
prop(*rly drain the area? 

The Hon*ble Sir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERJEA: (a) (>) The 

member is referrerl to Table II of the Census Reports. 

(ii) and (un The causes of the decline Ui population are discu-^sed 
in the Onyus Reports, The decreaH" i« largely due to malaria. Gov- 
ernment are iH>t at j)re‘<ent in a pj^ition to undertake large ant i-nialanal 
works in Rahna. 

(n’) and O') No «<uch projeet*; are likelv to be undertakeii in 
The Irrigation l)ef»artnieiit i-* fullv empb^vef] at ]>iesfiit with other 
#»chemes. 

in) Rs. 1,200 lm« been allotted for the pur]>r)se from pi'ovincial 
rev(MjU('s t<) the I’abiia I)i*«tiiet Ibiard 

(l>\ and {(') (tovernnient liave ru) inlOrniat i<.ii 

Charitable dispensaries under the charge of sub-assistant surgeons. 

- K*-- Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

T/ "'lile the Mini'.ter in ot lb.' 1 ' no'iit (f l.ocal 

S- ••nt Ih* pleasi'd to state — 

umbel of eliailtable ib '^pMisant's itveiving r(Uit lahut joii'i 
'he Siidar arid SubdivisKUiul h«‘ad<iUiii ttM- oi distncts in the 
••sidenr\ . sanctioned for t lie Mib-assi^tiint surgeon f la^s; 
.1 

•'Umi>er of them under the charge of — 

a) Hindu ‘iub-nssistant sufgeons, and 
f>) Muhamimolan sub-assistant «ur'geons? 

wie Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: i > 40 

' -■ (At 2 

Scheme for improving the river Bhairab. 

JATINDRA NATH BA8U: un Will ih-^ Uoibble the 

y* irge of the Dep\rtment o,' Iriuatioii l>e pleast^l to ^tat« 

'w - H fact that the scheme for improving the river Bhairab 

b. .anal from the river Nabaganga from a point near the 
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TiOafre Booeedjnpa in the Jhenida subdivision in .Tessore to the old 
l»d of the Bbairab, known as the Murjat Baor. ami hy dreilprinff the 
Bbairab from Murjat Baor to the j>oint where it meets the Afra Khal, 
has been abyidoneil ? 

{h) If the an.<wer to {n) is in the aftirniative. will the Ilon’ble the 
Memlier lx? pleased to state whether any other .scheme lia^ Ihh'h pri'* 
pared for improvinp- the river Bhairnb^ 

(r'> If so, will the Iloirble the Member ]»e pleased to state -- 
</') what the new scheme k: 

Hn't what works, if niiv. are now m protries'* to ps\e effect to 
this scheme; 

iui) when is the << heme ex.]H*( ted to l»e rejul\ ; 

(/r'i what will the pro]>;Ude eo^t of the •'cheme . and 
(i’^ whether an\ mnne\ ha^- bee!i ])i<»vided foi in tlie bud^’et for 
‘ for an\ work to^ai*!- tin* e\e<iiihvn «d the Mhetne^' 

MEMBER in Charge Of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon'ble the Maharajtdhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): «/ The Hhanab 
project «le>(Illa'd b\ the member N ‘‘till under roiis-ideration It ban 
not yet liecui aliaiidoned 

• (h' ami (r. An alternati\f scheme f(»r oixuun^r up ^be llhairab is 

under examination, but it i.s t(K» €‘arlv to j.'ive aii\' detail** 

Posting of sub-assistant fnd assistant surgeons in any one station 
for more than five years. 

7. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIIAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURIl 

Will the lliin’lile the MluiMer in chartre oi tlie l>ej>arttiioMt of Loiul 
Self-Government lie p!ea**ed to Miate whethei then* aro am luien loi 
keejyin^' am one offic^T of the nub-aHHmtaiit ami a‘*M'»tant cutjj'eon ( la^n 
in any one *^tation for more than fi'e xears." 

The Hon*ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: There in no 
rule limitinj? the j^nod for which nuch oftirers may Ik* jH»4ed to any 
particular .station 


Traatmant aooonM to Dalbahidur Ciri in Jails. 

8« BMmi INDU BHUSHAN DUTTAt With reference to the reply 
given to clauses <h) and tci of unMarred question No. 430 put by Shah 
Syed Emdadul Haq at the meetinj? of the 14th March, 1023, on the 
subjeei of treatment accorded to Dalbahadur Giri in jails, will the 
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Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of l^eii’i? (Jaila) 
be pleaded to state the nature of tfte misunderstanding referred to in 
the reply and the manner in which that misunderstanding rrose? * 

MEMBER ill diarga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUf [MILS] 
(tfio Hon'blo Mr. H. L. Steplienoofi) : The Inspector-General of 
prisons was under the impression that Dalbahadur Oiri was a special 
class prisoner and therefore he sent him to the Berhampore Jail, where 
special class prisoners are detained. He knew that the prisoner had 
Wen treated as a special class prisoner when he had been previously 
convicted ; Vrat he was not aware that the prisoner had been classified as 
an ordinary class prisoner in the new conviction. 

Inadequite rapreoontation of MithofiifiUMlifit on the Sadar 
and other local boards in the Midnapore distriot. 

9i Dr. A. SUHRAWARDYS (a) Ha« the attention of the Hon^ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of I/ocal Self-Government 
been drawn a reMiluticm of the l)i'*trict Moslem Association, Midna- 
jjore, expressing regret and (lis««ati^iactipii at the inadequate representa- 
tion (»f Muhammiiduns on the enlarged Sadar and other local boards 
of the district and uiging on Gornriiment the de^irahility redressing 
their grievance by the a]q'Ointincnt of an a<leqnate number of ^fuham- 
mndnns as members of the enlarge<l di'^tmt luairdJ' 

(f» W*ll the 11 on’ble tlie Mnn‘‘ter be tdea-^ed to state whether the 

in^" ‘ ntained ni the laa al Self-Government Department letter 

N( -I '• d.ited the 8th Septemher, a|»ply to— - 

i! • tj<tn of Vi<e-Ghairmen of district laiards; 

.* ti(»n of Chairmen of (kstrict boards, irrespective of Ahe 
■ ( t aiiv ( f the candidates of such election being a Gov- 
*«ieot official ; 

action of Chairmen of local boards; and 
»M*tion of Vice-Chairmen of local Wards S 
' Government nwaie that ceftaiu n(>minated Government 

ofr ..lessed their detenuiiintion to record their votes notwitb- 

sta nstructioijs contained in the Local Self-Government 

Dr. ler Xo. 4821 M., dated the 8th September, 1922P 

tiou aie the Goveniiiient taking against these officew? 
!!(ui‘ble the Minister aware that in the recent election 
of • ' the Contni LtMal Board in the di'^trict of Midnapore 

a L .Aeniment jM*li<‘e officer <Mr. Greenfield) offered himself 

foi * ‘'resident P 

tion, if any, are Government taking to prevent the 
rep . h conduct on the part of nominated Government officiala 

wit' their participation, directly and indirectly, in the 

elet ..rmen of district and local boards?. 
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Tlli Sir SURENDRA NATH SANER4EAt (a) Tea. 

. (6) The answer is in the negrative. 

(c) Government have no information. It ix to he remembered that 
.the instmcUona referred to relate only to the election of an official as 
Chairman. • 

(d) This question does not arise. 

(e) Mr. Greenfield’s name was proi^osetl and secondetl as President 
oMhe meeting at which the Chairman and Viee-Chairmun were to \m 
elected. There is no order debarring him from presiding over the 
meeting. 

(/) This question does not arise. 


Committaaa formad on tho bosit of rotolutiofiB pasted in tho 
Bengal Legislative Counoil. 

10. Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Will the HonTde the 
Member in charge of the Political Department lie pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showiuir — 

(i) the number of committees that have been created by the Gov- 

ernnient on the ha^is ot the rescdution*-; passed in the Bengal 
liegi.slative Council since January. I(t21. or aciepted by 
Government during this period ; 

(ii) the names of the meuiWrs of the^e inclividual committees; 

(ill) the sum that ha>s lieeu spent up to date lor each of these com- 
mittees as u whole ; and 

(tr) also the names of those.members who have drawn travelling 
allowance for attending these committee meetings, together 
with the amount in each individual caseP 

MEMBER in ofMTgs Of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho HofPMt 
Mr.^H. L. itophanson): The i>artirulars are not available. The member 
ie leferred to the answer givei/t^ starre<l question No. II asked bv Shah 
Syed Emdadul Haq at the present m€H*ting 

JATINDRA NATH MOITRA. In answer to my question No, 10, 
I am informed that the particulars are not available. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Dr. Moitra. would you jdeajse put your question 
in the proper form? It must lie in the form of a question. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: May I inquire what ia the reason 
tliat the particulars are not avoilableP 

Thn Hon’bl# Mr, H. L. STEPHENSON: Because the information it 
not collected in a ready form in the Secretariat. 
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Mr, PREtlOiNT S I think you have now got tout anaurer. Dr. Moitn^ 
It may not be fatisfactory to you but it is an answer to your questioD. 
The fact that a member has a right to put a supplementary question otdy 
entitles him to put a question and not to make a long Btq^ement eithqr 
before or after putting the question. ^ 

Dr, JATINDRA NATH MOITRAs But I have not yet heard the 
answer. 

Mr, PRESIDENTS That is only your misfortune, Dr. Moitra. 
(Laughter). 


Waiting sheiiB at staamer stations. 

11. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM OHOWDHURY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge- of the Marine Department aware that in most of 
the stations of the inland steamer service lines there are no waiting* 
sheds for passengers? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of dniw* 
ing the attention of the Joint Steamer Companies to this? 

MEMBER in otiarga of MARINE DEPARTMENT <tho Hon’blo 
Mr. d. Donald): {a) and (/>) The member is referred to the replies to 
unstaned (piestion No. 331 asked by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq at tttn 
of the Counciljheld on the 8th February, 1923. 


Medioal aid to oMtain villagss in Burdwan. 

-ibu HEM CHANDRA ' BHATTACHARdI: (a) Will the 
; o Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gov- 
- pleased to state yhether it is a fact — 

t almost all the inhabitants of the villages of Arasul, Raja- 
rampur and Jangirpur within the Jamalpux thana and 
.lotesriram Union in the 'district of Burdwan are poor 
jieasants ; 

\t tho.se villages suffer most from the overflow of the 
^ Damodar ; 

lit the paths and roads being very low, have generally turned 
.uto waterways where flood and rain water stagnates waist 
deep for about five months in the year ; ancT 

\t the people going from one house to the other have always. 
u» cross this foul water? 

he Hon'ble the Minister aware that owing to the above 
M of the people suffer from malaria and pneumonia which 
i>8 prove fatal for want of any kind of medical help? 
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(c) I* any charitable dispensary, public or private, within 

three or four miles from those viUagres, on that side of the DamodarP 
• (d) Will the Hon'ble the Minister be pleased to state the steps taken 
ty the Government or the district board for the medical relief in the 
locality mentioned above? 

(e) Is it a fact that the district board was approached several iimet„ 
but to no avail ? ’’ 

^ (/) Will the Hon^ble the Minister be pleased to state the reasona 
why the district board is not taking any steps for the redress of the 
grievance? 

(ff) Are the Government considering the desirability of establish* 
ing a charitable dispensary on the western side of tlie Dami>dar at n 
central place so that the people of the villages mentioned above and 
those close by may have medical aidP 

The Hofilile Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEAt (a) (t) The 

reply is in the negative. 

(ti) They, like other villages, stiffer from the Damodar flood water 
on that side of the river. 

fi^Not necessarily. Their condition is not worse than that of 
other villages on that side pf the river. Owing to the situation of these 
tillages on the western or unembanked side of the river they are 
gradually being raised owing to the deposit of silt. They are lest 
subject to malaria than villages on the other side of the river. 

(ir) The reply is in the negative. 

(h) No. 

(c), ((/) and (c) During the malaria season a charitable dispensary 
is maintained by the district board within the area at Arosul, while 
there is a permanent dispensary’ at Chokdighi and another at Uaiua, 
which are within 3 or 4 miles of the Imundaries of the area referred to, 
The^dispensary at Hama is maintained by the district Ixmrd. There 
is no Government dispensary. 

(/) The question does not arise. 

(ff) No. 


ProHMoCt of lulMWittAiif turgoont muitiod from mlfitary duty. 

18. KKm iahidiw MMilvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN OHAUDHURIr 

AT ill the Hon’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Iiocal 
Self-Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 

(t) what percentage of sub-assistant surgeons of ibis province did 
military duty during tbe great war; 
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(«) how many of them were 

(a) Hindus; 

(h) Muhammadans; and 

{in) how many Hindu and Muhammadan suVassiiltant surgeosi 
were provided with better appointments on return? 

Th» Honlila Sir tURENDRA NATH BANERaEA: (i) 36 per cent. 

(if) (a) Hindus, 103 or 34 per cent. 

{h) Muhammadans, 7 or 2 per cent, (including 2 on civil duty in 
Mesopotamia). 

(Hi) Officers in medical civil employ who undertook military service 
out of India obtained certain benefits. Thus they permitted to 
count such service as erjual to twice the i)eriod of such service. Their 
position in the time-scale of jxiy was thereby impioved. 

On return from military duty, they were posted to civil employment 
in accordance with the public interests. 

Suthassiftant surgeons under Covamment servioa* 

14. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAU||^URi: 

Will the Uon’ble the Minister in charge pf the Dej>artmeut of Local 
Self-Goveniment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
for tL< lust 10 years and separately for Hindus and Muhammadans — 

‘ ’he number of 8ul>-assistant surgeons recruited into Govern- 
ment service; and 

• ho numWr amongst those who weie — 

_.»ld medalists; 

. dinaiy and regular {xi.s.ses : and 

cgular passes taking more than four years to come out 
successful ? 

•- -ion’bl. Sir 8URENORA SaTH BANERJEA: HiDtlu.,. 

'Uimndans, C. 

Me labour iuvolvetl in compiling this information would, iu 
' . u of Goverumeut, not be justifieil. 


Paslurs lands in Bsngal. 

JahU AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Will the Hon ble the 

M charge of the Dei>artment of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
lay on the table a statement showing the total area of lands 
‘ available for posture, district by district, with particulars 
the locality? 
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MEMBER in Ohvge af DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hoti’ble the Maharajadhirtji Bahadur of Biinlu«ii)t 

Tie required statistics are not available and cannot be obtained with- 
qut the expenditure of a considerable amount of time and money which 
would not ba justified. 

Proviaion of lighU on inland fMieenger eteamere, 

16. Maul¥i FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURYs in) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charg-e of the Marine Dei>artment M pleased 
to stata whether he will ascertain and lay on’ the table a statement show* 
ing* the number of inland steamers plying in the rivers within the 
Presidency of Bengal that are not furni.shed with electric, lights? 

(h) Is the Hoirble the Meml>er aware that some of the inland 
.steamers such as the Shorun, the Kul<i. the Rohtn, the Ltnnet, among 
others, are not provided with sutiicient lights? 

(ri If so, are the (toverninent (‘onsidering the desirability of draw- 
ing the attention of the joint steamer companiea to tho grievance of 
passengers due to i!isutti<'ient lighting arrangements in such steamers? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. 4. DONALD • (a) The information is not avail- 
able. 

(h) Ail .such Hteamern an* sun’eved annually and certified to l>e 
j»ro|)erly e<juipf>ed. No (omplaints have received that they ait' 

not sufficiently lighted 

(c) The question does not ans<* 


Funotions of Fibre Exports. 

17. Nawabudo K. M. AFZAL, Kban Bahaduri Will the Hou’ble 
the Minister in < haige of the l>i*partment of Agriculture and Industrion 
be pleastnl to state — 

(i) what are the fuintions of the Fibre Experts; and 

(u) what fibre other than jute he has exjierimented ufitin and with 
what result sime his up|)ointment ? 

MINISTER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of ACRIOULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tho Hon’Mo tho Nawab Saiyid Nawab All Chaudburi, 
Khan Bahadur): tn The functions of the Fibre Exjwrt are investigations 
into the growth and pnxluction of jute and other fibres. 

In regard to jute, the method of pure line selection baa been e|q>lie<l 
tot the isolation of pure types of bigb-yielding races irbicb are now 
being grown by cultivators over an e#timated area of 200,000 acres in 
Bengal. The seed of these races is produced under the direct auperri- 
•ion of the Fibre Expert and is eagerly bought by ordinary f^imtors 
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in preference to bazar seed. The increased yield of ly^fe obtained by 
usin^? the seed is of the order of 1 J niaunds per bigha. The wort is 
still in progress and other new and promising strains are under obse^a- 
tion. ^ 

The cultivation and manuring of jute had also received attention 
and results have been obtained which show the possibility of markedly 
increased yields of fibre. 

The detiiHoration of jute fibre when baled in a damp condition has 
been investigatod and the safe limit of moisture content for baling has 
been laid down. 

(tj) Numerous other fibres have been investigated, including flax, 
iida, sunn hemp, azar, rhea, etc. — 

fh/jr.— It has been shown that flax can be successfully cultivated 
in Northeni Bengal; and .also, with irrigation, in other parts of India. 
The commercial development is now largely one of organization and 
capkal. 

.S'iW<i.--nSida has been shown to l>e a useful^ substitute for jute, in 
certain conditions. 

Svnn hemp . — Investigations into the methml of extraction’ of this 
fibre have indicated its jK)ssibilities as a substitute lor flax in the manu- 
facture of canvas. 

— 84 ‘lection has .shown great in the length of life 

t'f difT“^»‘rit strains and some of the selec ted strains have over twice the 
. u , . . uf cithers in thi.** re.si>ect. 

;; , fr . — The condition.s for succe.ssful cultivation of this class 

ve receivcnl attention. The investigation is still in progress 
He of g<x)d results. • 

f tUbIftiuiMnt of^ a aharitabla dispensary at Ooila. 

•tbli HEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI : (a) Is theiHon ble 
lor in charge of the Department (if Lot^al Self-Government 
* Goiln. a village in the Bakarganj* district, has a large 

,11 the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state — 

*ether there is any charitable medical dispensary with a 
niedjcal practitioner in that village; and 
bother there is any licentiate medical practitioner within 
a radius of three miles of that village? 

ih© answer to (b) is in the negative, are the Government 
- the desirability of establi&hitug a oharitable disp?n«>ry 
. A licentiate medical practitioner? 
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TIm Hm*M« Sir tURiNORA NATH BANERJiAl {a) Ye*. 

(b) (•) THo. 

(n> No. 

(c) Theyp is no proposal under the confiideration of Government 
for the est4bli«iliiueut oi a rharitahle dinpeimry at (Joila, 

Government are inioime<l that the appUiation of the loeal jietiple 
who undertook to (.i>en a dihj>eu'»«iry at Goila with local iuhscriptiona 
and donations, the district h« aid in UUS offered to make an annual g-rant 
of Rs. 600 towards the luaintenauce of the projxvsed disjwnaar)*, hut 
the Iwal |>eople have up till now failed to start the dispensary and to 
take advantage of the Wanrs offc^r. 


8oiroity of drinking wator in oartain villagia of 
Bakargan] dittrlot. 

IS. Maulvi FAZLAL KARIM OHOWDHURYt (o') U the Hon^lde 

the Mininter in charge of the De|>tirtinent of Local Self-Government 
aware that there is great scarcity of drinking water in the interior 
villages in the Meheudigiaij thana of the Sadar aubdiviaiou (d tie 
Bakarganj district, such an villages llusanimr, Tetulia, Ilcgulfuri, 
Asha, Daiiia, etc. V 

{h\ What steps, if any. aie the Government taking to remedy this? 

The Hon’MeSir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAs (n) and G ) Gov. 
erniueut have no sjNnial infomiation on this matter. It ig primarily the 
function (»f the kHiil bodies to deal with local water-supplies. In a 
sh(>rt Bill auieiiding the Lc»ral Self-tiovernment Act it is proiHistMl to 
give the district bofirds wider jKsncrs to enable them to deal with t^* 
pr( blem of rural wnter-sui>ply. 


CcfTtpItmt tgainet strgatitt Kinglalca. 

*20. BMmHEM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI ! {a) Is the Ilou hlo 
the Meuil>ei in <hujgc of the Ihdice Ih'fmrtmeni aware that sergeant 
Kingluke, No. 139, c f the ('uh utta Police, while on duty at Chandfml 
fihat on the 14ih SeptemWr, forced Babu Banwurilal Banarji, 

SuWdinate Judge of Ilowrah, to pass over the gate chains on the fton- 
toou at Cbandiml Ghat? 

(h\ Is it a fact tLat the gentleman offered to pass through the 
nearest gateway that wa« open? 

Is it aliso a fact that the sergeant referred to insiste<l upon the 
gentleman showing his ticket? 

(d) Are the Government awaPe that under by-law 3 of the Fort 
Conuniasioncrs only o servant of tha Commissioiiert can require the 
production of a ticket or a pass ? 
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(e) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay^n the table a 
gtatemeut showing — ^ ^ 

(?» from which dale to which date in 111*22 was sergeant Kiuglakfe, 
No. 139, on duty at Chaudpal Ghat , ^ ^ 

(u) how many other complaints were made against kim tor acts 
done by him while on there during thia peried . 

(til) the nature of the complaints; 

(ir) tbe dates on which the complaints were received; 

(r) what action was taken against the sergeant and ooi which 
•dates was action taken ; and 

(ri) whether all the complainants were Indians only or were there 
Euro|H*aii com]dainants as well? 

if) Is the Ilon’hle the MemWr uwaie tliat sergeant Kmglake con- 
tinned in the same behaviour to Indian gentlemen lor a long time after 
the first comiduint had Ijeen made agnitist him and that he was cen- 
sured ? 

Are the Government (‘onsidcriug the desirability of dflreeting 
tho sergeant apologize to the Indian gentleman referred to in 
claUfM* in}? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: ( n ) The sergeant made tln(. 
passrity*'! Iwu’k over tlie cUaiii'^ and enter at the piojH*r gat(‘, a** he 
h: ' <Mit ’• ! at the wrong place. 

■ is conflicting evideUi-e on the iK)int. 


'0111 18th August to 23rd NovemlK*r, one week at Chandjml 
( week at Barabazar alternately. 

:) Twelve complaints were made between the 2oth August 
i. vemlier, all by Indians, regarding the sergeant's metho<l 

t passenger trutb<’; no Euru]H*ans complained. * 

.iS censured and warned to lw‘ jMdite to the public on the 
r er, 1922. (fuvernment are aware that complaints weie 

1 .. Iiat date. lie was tiaicHferred on, the 23rd NovemWr. 

*.^tiou already taken is considered to W suflicient. 

Botrd grifit to tho Sibhati Middio English School. 

HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: (a) With reference 
t,. . given to clause {h) of my unstarred question No. 169 

0 ,. ^ : obruary, 1922. will the lion’ble the Minister iu charge of 

tb lit of Education be pleased to state why the District 



QUESTIONS. 




1«63.] 

Board, 24<Parfaikas» has not yet B|id the grant to the Sibhati Middle 
EJl^glish Schoel, the renewal whereo^jprait recommended by the Inspector 
of Schools. Preaidencv Division, so long ago as on the 23rd November, 
I92K^ • 

I 

(b) Is the Hon'ble the Minister aware that the non-poyment of dia* 
trict board grant has put the school in such financial difficultiea that, 
unless the district board grant is sthui given, the schotd will hgvi to be 
<]oied down? 

MINISTER in chtrge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (ttii 
Hon'Me Mr. P. C. Mittor): <rr^ A ropy of a letter. No. 75SE.. 
dated the 2Cth March, H*2'b itoin the VitH^Chairman. District Board, 
24-l*urgiinas, rejxjning that the grant has lieen renewed by the board 
to the Sibhati Middle English Sihr>ol, i- laid on the table. 

ih) Thiw (juestion dot*s lutt arise. 

■r rrft rrrt] to in the ^ej^hj to unstarred question \o. ‘JJ, 

No ToS E . dated AlijK>re, the ^Cth March, 1923. 
lV(»in — B aiu' .Toor>n ('haM)Ra Sf-v. j.i\, Vi<‘e-(3i airman, 

District Board, 24-Pargunas, Alijwre, 

To— The SecretiUT to the (i(»vernment of Bengal, Education 
Depart men t. 

With reieieme to \oui letter No lOSS E<ln.. dated the 22rid March, 
1923. 1 have the Ikuk ur to state that the renewal of the grant to the 
Sibhati Maldle English S< hool ha;^ Ix^eii sanctioned by the board and 
the .Sc(.retar> of the s( hotd has already Wn informed in this office 
luemoniiidiim No 515 E . date<l the 23rd Februurv', 1923. 

AMitiim of posts on ttis rooommendition of the Rotronohmont 

Commlttit. 

22. NawabzPda K. M. AFZAL, Klion Bahadur: Will the HoiFUe 
the Member in charge of the Apjiointment Department be pleased to 
state how the Government are projiosing to deal with the ofiBcers whose 
posts may be abolished in accordance with the recommendations ol the 
Betrenchment Committee, but who are not yet eligible for any pention 
under the existing rules? 

MEMBER in ohar^ of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Hon*Wa Mr. H. L. Btaphanaon): The member ia referred to the 
Appointment Department rerolution Nc. 3108 A., dated (he 16th 
March lant, which was published in the Calcutta OattHt of the 21st 
idem. 
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f ir J. C. Bose’s sxperimsnts on water-hyadntt. 

33. Bobu iURiMDttA NARAYAN 8INHA: (a) Has the Hon’bla 

the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Indus-* 
tries rdceired the report of Sir J. C Bose about his experiments on 
jrater-hyacinthP 
(b) If so— 

0^ when will the report !>e published by-the Government; and < 

(ii) what action do the Government propose taking as a result of the 
report ? 

The Hon*hfe the Newab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: (a) and (h) d) The member is referred to the answer 
given to un.starred question No. 282 (b) aske<i by Babu Jatindra Nath 
Basu in the January' session of the Council this year. 

(n) A copy of the resolution reeoided by Goveniment on the report 
is laid on the Library' table. 


Detention of passenger steamers at oheoking stations on the 
BhowaniganJ steamer service. 

24. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (^) Is the Hon ble 

Ah... : in charge of the Marine Dei>artnieT;t aware — 

■ •* at cheeking statiorn like I’nterhat and Dadpur (that on 

'he Bhowanignnj feedei .service ]>assenger steamers are 
ietained for checking arfd punching the tickets; 

’ in cnn.secjuence thercol passenger.- already on the steameis 
’.ave to wait ; ami 

■' the pa.sxengers intending to board these steamers at suc'h 
Uitioiis ha\e to remain outside exposcvl to the sun and, rain 
*'ll tha checking i.s over? 

the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
.r ccmjmuie.s to give up this system and substitute therefor 
by flying checkers while the steamers are in motion? 

- - ¥hl6 Mr. 4. DONALD: to) (M It Ls understood that the 

tickets at Paterhat and Dadpur Ghats involves a few 
lay in the steamer service. 

■ (hi) There are standing orders that passengers eiubark- 
-»*mbnrking shall not be delayed by the chocking of tickets 
and Dadpur. 

reply is in the negative. Government are informed that 
f flying checkers is not suitable. 
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*». Mwilvi PAILAL KARIM I (a) WiU the Hon'ble the Miaiater 

ia charge of |he Departiueat of Local Self^oventfueat he pUaeed to 
atate— • 

(i) whether any acheme ha« beea comf^eted to combat malaria in 
Bengral ; 

^(ft ) if aot, in what stage the acheme now anti wb^n ia the tame 
to W worked out ; 

(hi) whether it is a fart that many schemes were framed to combat 
malaria in other countries of the world ; 

(ir) if ao, whether any of those arhemes proved effective; and 
(r) if so, why are not such schemes tried here? 

(h\ Does the Hon'ble the Minister exp<*ct to inauguratij any scheme 
to deal with malaria during? his iwes^mt term of office? 


The Hon'ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANlRdiAl (i) Many pro. 
posals of vunnu« kind, have 1ks*h put forward for dmilinj? with malaria 
in different localities. But it must be rememl)ere<l that there are 
over 119,0fK) villafre** in BenjraK and probably 80.000 of these are 
malari«»us. It is not |s)ssible U> frame a general scheme that ran apply 
fe all these «*parate villaj^*s at one time, ns bx'al conditions var>’ veiT 
greatly and we can only take up a limited an»a in any one district. 

(nt The idea of any fjenfntl scheme (ajKirt from such a general 
measure ns for example the sale of quinine) must Iw put aside. There 
is neither the organisation, the staff, nor the funds available for any 
general scheme of anti-malanal %-ork. Definite schemes for certain 
definite art*as have been drawn up. a few have l>een carried out, and 
others are in preporation. 

(Hi) Apert from mea.snres for the populariration and sale nf qninine, 
fwi g e n er a l weastire for the eradimtimi of malaria has yett been adopted 
in aW\ country. In a few localities, however, special measures have 
Wn applie<l, in some cases with good results, 

(ir) A few of the schemes rt‘fem»<l to have dealt with malaria in 
a limited area. For example the Americans carried out anti-malarial 
measures in a strip of the canal lone at Panama, covering 60 miuare 
miles, or half the size of an onlinarj* police thana in Bengal. In this 
small area they spent a huge sum on capital expenditure and 350,000 
dollars per annum in addition on sanitary measures. This sum is more 
than the whole expenditure on the Government Public Health Depart* 
ment (excluding that of the engineering sideL At Ismailia, the Suez 
Canal Company carried out iu»ti-malarial work successfully among 8,0(#0 
people only. Tbe expenditure was relatively heavy and conditbns were 
epecialiy favourable, as there is no rainfall there, and all breeding places 
of anophelei were artificial in character, and there is ample sand for 
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tilling up hollows. Other work has been attempted on w small scale in 
.Algeria and in America, and though some success has been reportei, 
Ife actual achierements are as yet on a very minor scale. 

(r^ A few anti-malarial schemes have already been carried out id 
llengalf and in some instances a considerable measure of success has 
ff>en achieved. The chief obstacle to the extension of such work is the 
Pck of funds. 

(h) The Minister is hopeful of inaugurating further schemes in suit- 
able localities, provided financial considerations will allow. 


Boats for landing passongors from steamers during rains. 

26. Mauivi FAZLAL KARIM CHOWDHURY: (n) Is the Hon ble 

t lie MemWr in rhnrge of the Marine Department aware that during the 
muH at many stations of the inland steamer service lines the passengers 
are often required to land in breast-high water? 

(h) Are the (foveniment considering the desirability of asking the 
Ktennier c<jmpanies to engage lK>ats in the rainy season for the purpose 
nf landing passengers? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr, J. DONALD: {a) and ihi It has Wn ascertained 
!l.. Atrents of the companies that at none of their stations it is 
’ “ • Miring the rams for passenger.*, to land in breast-high water; 

• gaged for landing passengers whenever neces.sary. 


ssion of Matrioulato Studonts into the Medical iohoola. 

an Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURIr 

• 'ii'ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
wient l»e pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
’^n yeare— 

• umber of — 

* Hindu, and 
Muhammadan 

-tudents who applied for admission into the different medical 
presidency ; and 

number of such students from each community — 
that were admitted, and 
that passed finally? 
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TIm HonWa Sir SURINORA NATH lANlfMIAt Th« kbow 

iarolved in oollerting the »tRti»tics f«r the last 10 years would, in the 
c^inion of the Minister for Local Self-Ooremment, not be justified. 
Figures for the last two rears are given in the statenient attached. 


Stahmfnt rtftrrtd to in tht rtply to Nnstorrsd gncefton .Vo. 27. 


* 


Xrvsn or 
arrucAjm 

Xmiuai Ai>«ims». 

Sf**ku> 1 
tOSiSS ' 

StmIoA 
IASS >23. 

S«A»K>A 

SMWkHI 

I9t8-ts. 

Mr<l)CAi SchfXJl — 






Hmdui 


43& 1 

2fi6 

»S 

134 

MuhAnitn*<lAtif 



fll , 

22 

30 


Toiwl 

41H) 

347 

115 

100 

Dacca Mcdtc&l School — 






Itimiiui 


411 ' 

280 

87 

73 

MuhAtuznAdAiui 


105 1 

31* 

32 

1 31 


Total 

516 

319 

119 

104 

DuTdTran Mcdinil School— 



i 



Hindus 


4o: • 

289 i 

45 ; 

67 

MuhAmniMltms 


K 

4 ; 

8 1 

4 


Total ^ 

4)l> , 

293 

M 



«V if.-oTbrtt itode&U ar* rtill XudyiDg to tbr »cbcK«U QorvtlrrD (ti) (fc) dote oct tbereforr »r|»t 


Dmofiitrators in madiMl sohoolt. 

A. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZAR RAHMAN OHAUDHURIt 

Will the Hoo'ble the Minister in charge of (he Department of Local Bell* 
Government he pleaml to lay on the table a statement showing — 

ti) the number of demonstrators m the different medical schools in 
the Presidency ; 

(ti) the number amongst them that are — 

(a) Hindus; and 
ib) Muhammadans; and 
(iti) the number of them that are— 

(a) gold medalists ; 

(b) of ordinary merits; and 

(c) those taking more than ^our years to pass? 
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TIM Hon’bfi Sir lURINDItA NATH AANENilEAl A statexaeat is 

laid on th« table. 


Statement referred to tn the reply to unstarred question A^ot 28 . 



i 



L . 

1 

5ambera| 

deoMOiiMsp 

tCiSM Of fnMioAi 
•cbool 

d«*moD* 
ttratora. j 

^ 5amherof 
HLadiu 

Matumma* 

duu 

Cold 

1 MedaUiu. 

1 

ordinary 

merlU. 

tontalSi 
more than 

4 yean to 
paae. 

CampheU Iklodical ; 
School . . 1 

10 

10 I 

1 

1 

1 ml 1 


• 

8 

Daooa Medical , 

School . . 1 

e 

8 

1 ' 

} 

1 i 

1 

• 

I 

Bonald^hay Medi’ | 
oal School 

; ft 


1 

1 ail 

, I 

• 

2 


If li — MedfttUt i mav be troatcil a» oJ ordinary meriu “ 


Oirole Offloeri in the Pabna District. 


as. SHAH SYEO EMDAOUL HAQ: (^i) Will the Hoii'blo thei» 
in rharjre of the Departnieiit of- I^>cal Self-Goverurnent be 
o-il in whether there are any Circle t tflicers in the Pabna district? 

' will the Hou’ble the Minister be pleased to lay u statement 
o*. ; liowin^? — 

Minber ol such officers; , 

‘aces to which they are posted : an<i 
..mount of pay drawn at present by each such officer? 

''e are DO Circle Offieeri in Pabna, will the Hon’ble the 

X ^Mised to state the reason for t[iis? • 


f. 


Cl. 


cr 


i!. 

ar 


»la Sir SUAENDRA NATH BANERJEA: No 

•’.estions do not arise, 

-‘to the financial fK».sition, the recruitment of Sub-Deputy 
’iiake available a sufficient number of Circle Officers was 

.11111 l>er of officers now available, it is considered desirable to 
Mk in a few areas. 

.it have reeeutly issued orders clearly stating their policy 
he esStablishmeut of union boards and the Minister desires 
.tf should be done to accelerate the development of the village 
lit system. Much spade work must, however, be done by 
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tkt Circk Offic^ before villages are ripe for the introd^ciion of tbia 
and better progress will be achieved by the local concentration of 
offictrt M are available. 

• • 
f 

ilMlfafi tuft of tlio tifiiilia Unfon Board in tlio Oaooa dtatriot 

ak PYARI LAL DOBS Bahadurs Will the non ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of Self-Government l>e 

pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that in a civil suit instituted in 1920-21 to set 
aside the elet'tion of some meiiil>ers of the union board at Bari- 
saba, police-station Knpasia, district Dacca, the then District 
Magistrate invited the defendant to contest the suit, promising 
to pay the expenses from Government, and the (loverument 
pleader was engaged by the District Magistrate for the 
defence ; 

(n) whether it is also a fact that the Legal Remembrancer refusing 
to sanction expense^ by Government, the District Magistrate 
requested the district Iward to pay the expenses of the suit and* 
on the retusal of the di'^trict hoard to comply with the District 
Magi.strate’ii reque.st, the latter diret ted the union l»oard to pay 
the expenses of the suit : 

Dll) whether it is aLo a fa<'t that under clirection of the District 
Magistrate tlie President of the uan»n board spent as much ns 
Rs. 410 from the fund for the puipose of the said suit without 
any sanction either from the local or district board; 

(iv) whether it is also a fact tbfit though the lornl lioard has refused 

to recommend the sanction of the budget estimate of the union 
board for the last two years, for its non-compliance with the 
direction tt reioiip the unn.n tund, the union bo, art! has been 
going ( n making assessments and lealizing the union rates and 
spending the same without any sanction from the district or 
local l>oard : 

(v) whether it is a fact that a representation was submitted to Govern- 

ment by a large number of rate-payers of this union agaiuat the 
aforesaid unauihorize<l expenditure; and 

(ri) if so, what slej)s have the Government taken in regard to the 
same representation and for the re<’oupment of the union fund? 

The HofPIlte Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEAl (i) The District 
Magistrate instructed the junior Government pleader to oppose the notice 
issued on the union hoard by the Munsif . At the same time he moved 
Oovemment to undertake the defence of the suit as it was in his opinion 
against public interest that such elections should be set aside. 

(if) Yes- 
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(iii) The President report® that he spent^this amount. As neither 

Ooverninent nor the district board would defend the suit, the Magistr^ 
informed the President that the union board must bear the expense. He 
did not state that no sanction was necessary. * • 

(iv) Tes, but the union board has been making assessments and spend* 
ing money only for the purposes mentioned in section 37 (a) of the Village 
^ey-Goveniment Act. 

(r) A representation addressed to the Secretary to the Govemmenf of 
Bengal, I^ocal Self-Government Department, was submitted to the District 
Magistrate. He did not send it on, as the Subdivisional OflScer reported 
in the meantime that the feelings that gave rise to this representation had 
subsided. 

(vi) Government, not having received the representation, have taken 
no steps. 


Silting up of the river Baral in the Pabna tfistriot. 

SI. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ; in) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Meml>er in charge of the Department of Irrigation been 
drawn to the silting up of the river Baral in the district of Pabna and th^ 
scarcity of water in all the village^ on the. bank of the .said river? 

.7i) T-* I lie Hon’ble the Member aware that the stagnant water of the 
' ’r ' the cause of much of the unhenlthiness of the district, result- 
deaths every year? 

:he Hon’ble the Member^ be pleased to state what steps, if 
* ' U or are being taken or are contemplated, to insure a con- 

t .*f tbe river throughout the year? 


- -ff’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 

t’ 'JV. ::: (a) Yes. 

..merit have already explained the difficulty of reviving tbe 
1 thout grave risk of altering thereby the course of the Ganges 

a ».iig the safety of the Hnrdinge Bridge. A proposal has been 

i» ould enable the Baral to be used as an irrigation channel and 

ll. 'he irrigation cf the district. 


Cyolono in Oox’o Biiar, Chittagoiig. 

r. ... ANNADA BHARAN DUTTAs (a) Will the Hon^ble 
tf a charge of the Department of Revenue (liund Revenue) 

b* - ^tote whether he is aware of tbe great loss caused by the 
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cydone in the J)*(finning of ^lay. 1923. in Cox’s Bntar subdivision of > 
dlittagongP , , » , 

*(5) Will the Hon'ble the Member l»e p]*’'‘''v<l to state what sletM, if 
OJiy, hnve beeg taken to give relief to the sufferers * . . 

t 

MEMflER in ohtrg* of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (tkoHon'Mr' 
tho Mohorojodhifijo Bohodur of Eurdwon)* Yes. The follow^lp* 

report hat' l»eeD received : — ^ , 

** The irreater part of the Teknaaf ihana, where the storm was mo$t 
severe, is uninhabited forest, but there are ronpi.lerable villaires pit the 
south end of the peninsula and lK*tvri^u the forest and the Xaaf river. 

In these villn^res almost all the kutcha hoUMN* were blown down or 
unroofesl and thert‘ was aUo an aimoniial ri.*e of tide which swe]it s^way a 
laijire nunilier of cattle. IhrtH'* |N»rsons are re|»orUHl to have lost their 
lives ill the storm and the iiumlnM of cattle lost has U'en wttimatml at 
three thousand. The embankment s raist*d by the cult irators tf» prot€*ct 
their fiehb from salt water were uImi dsinmjrefi. Tin* Khus Tahsildar, 
with tht* help of two other Sub-Deputy (’ollei iorH, ban distributed the 
sum of Us. 2o,<K>0 allotted to this Divi.sion bir uKricultural loans in the 
aftect«*<l villa^res and rejKirts that this sum is suHirieut for the jiuriwise. 
There has lieen a demand for labour at hij^h lutes tor nmking’ the 

(Wua^e done and tlntse who are able to w*ork cun earn y^oiHl way’eH, s\ 
mief fund ha.s lieen o{>ened to aid tln»sf* who (annot help themselves. 

In tho (’ox’s Bazar, Utimu and rkhia thana«« cuiisidorahle duma^e w*as 
done to kutcha houses, but the daiijiiffe was iiiui h le.ss than in Teknaaf. 
There were no important orojK m the ground at the tune of the storm, 
but foine tobacco and ('hillieu were destioyed atnl fruit trees damuffed. 
Some damage was done to the (iovernment embunkiuent at Kutiilslia 
and to private embankment at Matarbari by an abnormal rise of tiile.” 

ih) A copy of a letter No. I’JdC.. dated the Ibth/lHth May, 
from the Collector of C’hittajrong* to the addres?* of the Commissioner of 
tho Division, is laid on the Library table. Steps have been taken t^give 
relief in accordance with the proposals made therein. 

BttfHl ANN ADA CHARAN OUTTAs In view f»f the fact that loans 
will not reach many, s[)ecially the |K)orest one, will the (iovemment Iw 
pleaaed to make a grant f<tr gratuitoua relief* to tBem? 

TIm Hofi'Ma the MAHARAJADHIRA4A BAHADUR el 
BURDWANsChis is a matter which can only be considered if it comes 
up from the local officera concerned. 

BaiNt ANNADA OH ARAN DUTTAS Have any atepa l>een token to 
give loanp or to advance money for the purpose of rebuilding emlmnk- 
uienta over and above the sum of Bn, 2d,000 which wan granted aa 
agricultaral loaui and which haa not proved aufficient ? 
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The Hon’bfe the MAHARAJADHIRAilA fAHADUR bf 

6URDWAN: What emhaukmentg, may I inquire? Are they Govern- 
iiieiji eiijlniiikmentg? r 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: No, khas mahal^^mbankmenV 

The Hcm’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

RURDWAN: It niuht come through the Boanl of Revenue. 

^ Mr, PRESIDENT: Not ice*^ ‘ihoulrl have been given of all these ques- 
1kii«. ITtJwever, I have allowed them in the present instance. 


Amount allotted for education of backward olaeeee. 

S3. Babu BHI8HMADEV DAS: Will the Hon’ble the Minister in 
charge of the Department of Education be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the items with the amount allotted for each item on 
which the sum of Rs. 20,000 for education of backward classes is going to 
be spent during the current year? 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. P. 0. MITTERt A statement is laid on the table. 


Siaiement referral to in the reply to uwfarred queMim No. 33, $homnq 
allohunUA made during the year 1922-23 out of the grant of Rs, 20,000 
rd for the education of backtvard classes. 



Cupital 

Rwurrlng 

Total. 



Rs. 

Ra. 

in{>ti*t Z<’nrtua Mi»«ion «t EntAlly for i 
.liia; of Honthah aiid abonfziutU gtrU a« j 
of Sonflial School . . • . 


321 


. holarmhipa to bovf and pirl# oi blk-k- i 


2.0(M 


•f A hoftcl for Nama»«dra mu'tonts at 
luid allowance of houttcl Suponotan- 


130 


.o to the ^«aiaQ autboriUM Unrarda 
. nae* of n traming ela«i for Sootbali 
* bhxxnpore in the dfartrict of Midna* j 

1 

i 

1 

250 

1 

- 1,W« 


•he SocictV for the Improvemetnt of 
- m1 ClA«»e» \n order to ftart now tebooli 

111029 

3,250 

.... 

Total 

12.570 

! 

7,421 

20.000 
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Nymait «f f«M by iMtiMits in diiiMiinriw md hoipita^ 

• M. Nawataa* K. M. AFZAL, Ktan Mi«iiiri WiU the 

Mou 'ble tbe^inister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Gortra- 
mont be pleased to state trhether the Government are considering the 
desirability of withdrawing the recent circular al>out payment of fees botb 
by the indoor and the outdoor patients in dispensarit^s and hospitaUF 

*TN Hon*bl« Sir SURENOftA NATH SANERJEAt The reply Chi 
the negative. The levy of charges was rendered necessary by the fiBilieial 
stringency and the system ha** also been vcduntarily adopted by several 
district Ixiards for similar reasons. The Minister is satisfied after iii(|uiry 
that the discretion given to the hospital authorities to exempt thlf poor 
from the payment of fees is Wing exercised so as to prevent hardship. 


Appointmaiit of $ttb*tssttUnt turgoono aooortling to tlio 
Govariunont of lndii*t oiroular* 

3S. Khtfi Bahicftfr Mauivi NAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURif 

nri 11 the Hon ’hie the Minister in charge of tlie Department of Ix>eal 
Self-G(Aemment be pleased to state whether the Govemment of Indiana 
cinular tliat one-third (»f the total numher of aj>j>ointments in the 
Presidency be j>rovided for the Muhammadans is Wing observed in so 
far ns the sulvnssistant suigKin*'’ entire iji concerned? If not, why not? 

• 

The Hofi’Mt Sir SURENDRA NATH BANSRilEA} The Goverm. 
mciit of India have never laid dowu that one-third of the total numWr of 
State appointments in the Bengal Presidency should be roitcrved lor 
Muhamuiadiuis. They issued a resolution Xo. HHWoH, dated the 19Ni 
August, 1910, in which they empowered the local Oovetrnment to make* 
rules for the recruitment of the Provincial Civil Service# (Executivo and 
Judicial), Amongst several general conditions which they laid cfowti 
for governing such recruitment, they stated tltnt “ the rules must W 
adapted on the one hand to obtain thoroughly efficient cundidafes, and 
on the other to secure the due representation in the public service of 
Gie different classes of the community/' 

Xo definite percentage or standard was laid down by the local 
Government until wl|en they decided that in the offices in the 

Dacca, Chittagong and Ra^shahi j>m*ion» (excluding the Darjeeling 
district) and in the Presidency Division, one-third of the ministerial 
appointmonts would be a fair proportion to which the Muhammadan 
community mi^t b« entitled. 
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The Government aof Bengal were also of opinion, though no resolu- 
tion to this effect illtted, that as a working principle Gorernment 
should aim at appointing Muhammadans to one-third of the gazetted 
appointments in the Provincial Civil Ser\'ices (Executive %nd Judicial)^ 
the Begistration Department and the Police Departmeht, while the 
^ principle of having a Muhammadan element (apart from the Maulvi) 
ih ever)' high school and college, was to l>e examined. 

Government were more guarded in their views in respect of the 
Educational Department as being to some extent a specialized* or 
technical department in which the question of comparative merit must 
be a more decisive factor than in the case of services concerned with 
general administration. 

The medical services are purely technical services in which the 
application of the principle ot proportionate representation mu'^t be 
applied with more caution. 

Tlie fTOvernment of India have never suggested that in these 
services this principle should be applie(Tt and while the Minister, for 
Local Self-Government, cacteru paribus, is prepared to give special 
consideration to the application*' of (jualihed Muhammadan candidates 
for the ])ost of sub-assistant surgeon**, he cannot agree to bind himself 
to any fixed percentage. There, is a further difficulty in the fac t that 
during the last five years only 20 Muhammadan sul>-assi^tant surgeons 
liHve cpialified from the (\anipbell MecTical School and 10 frofti Dacca. 
C’f llo I. ! iiic*r, twee applied for (Tovernment servu'e and one was appoint- 
latter, two applied and both were appointed. 


OestriiGtion of domestic aniimls by wild ommtls. 

- -an Bahmtuf HmM WA8IMUDDIN AHMED; (a) Will 
• the Meml)er in charge of the Depai-tment of Revenue (Land 

pltMi.sed to lay on the talje u .statement showing, di.strict 
the number of domestic ammak destroyed liy wild animals 
;..st five years, as well as during tha ifit jrcars ending on the 
1914 « 

’’’ the TToirble the Memln^r also be pleased to lay on the 
ciuent showing, di.strict by district, the amount of crops 
* ■ wild animals during the last five years, as well as during 

’ ending on the 31st March, 1914? 

ofi'blo tN MAHARAdADHIRAdA BAHADUR of 

t 'L"' Til {a) and ih) Goveinment consider that the labour and 
involved in the collection of the information required will 
.cusurate with its usefulness. 


1 . 
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IttaMialMMiit tf tk* MMn 

*87. 8HAH 8Y80 EMOAOUL HAQi Will ibe Hok'bU (ka 

Minister iu ^argt* of the Department of Local Self-Govermiient he 
pleaded to state — ^ 

(i) when was the Pnbua Municipality estahli^lmi and when wiWi 
the notification declaring it printed in the ahutta Gfi:rtte; 

* (it) what were the numW’^ of ratepayers, ward hy ward; 

(ill) what is the pre.sent area of the muuici]mlity and the nuuihor 
of population within it; 

<ir) what was the annual income and expenditure of the munici- 
pality, year hy year, during the Iasi three yeiirH; 

(r) how much of its annu.il income wan «i>ent on — 
in) office estahlishmeiit. 

(b) sanitary- iuspeitoi. 

(r) overseer, 

id) (‘oii>ervanc\ . 

(c) drainage. 
if) sanitation, 
iff) lighting, and 
</i) water-supply. 

during the last three years; 

(ri) what were the arrears due from the ratepayers, delits and 
collect it>n expennes of tlfb muuici{Kility during the last three 
years ; 

(trii) how, many, and what percentage of, population resideu| 
within the municipal area are — 

^ (a) literate, and 

(b) illiterate 

eccordiirf « W the communities and sexes respcHHivtdy ; 

(rtii) what is the mileage ef roads and drains couHiructed, and 
what is the number of tanks excavated and masonr}* wella 
constructed by the municipality since its eiitahlishmeut and 
also during the last three years ; and 

(ijr) what was the average — 

(a) birth rate, and 

(b) death rate 

of the population within the limiU of the Pabua Munici- 
pality during the last thr^ years? 
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Tba Hon'Metir lURENDRA NATH BANERilEAf (t) Pabna wtC» 

first constituted a town union on the 1st April, 1809, under notification 
dated the 26tli Januar>% 1869,, which was published in the Calcutta 
Gazette of the 3rd February, 1809. Under section 3 of^Act V (B.O;) 
of 1876, it was made a municipality with eftect from the 1st July, 1876. 
(ii) The informstion is not available. 

(uj) About 3 s(|uare miles. F(>r the jmpulation the member is 
referred to. Form No. VI appended to the report of the Director of 
Public Health for 1921 . 

(ir) The member is referred to Form Xos. II and III of the resolu- 
tioiiH on the working of niunicipalitie*. for the rears 1919-20, 1920-2iJ 
and 1921-22. 

(r) The statement below furnishes the re<juired information: — 


B«ad ot ex(M>Qdlturf 

PEACI!ITA0B 

op ureoNi 

Ewnrr nr— 

OfRpft MtAhhwhrnent 

i0n»-2(t. 

2-7 

J»20-21 

2B 

1921*22' 
2 7 

HsnitAfy Inspectofi (includinii? Hea«l Office) 

2*2 * 

2 4 

2‘H 

Coniorvftncy 

31 4 

3S-3 

36 7 

Dramstfe 


•0 


Lighting 

. 7-5 

H-2 

10-5 

Water bupply 

70 

50 

5 3 


' ■ figures for “ ‘•aiiitiitioii ” and “ ove^see^^ ” are not avail- 

*■ ' munici])nl a^t‘^)Ullt^, hut the mem her is relcned to columns 
• im No. Ill ap|H*nded 1(» the resolutions on the workinp* 
ties for the year- concerned if he wi.she- to know the total 
■M “ Public Health and Convenience.” 


tl. 

hto 

op; 

fie« 

Un 



1919-20 

1920.21 

1921-21. 


Ra. 

R» 

Rs. 

Ocmondu 

7,736 

‘i.041 

n,68T 

outnuinding liabihtim) .. 

1.794 

5.M62 

0.944 

in charge* 

2,614 

2.812 

2,672 


'tics rejarnrdin^j hterac\ according to communities and 
towns <such us Pabna, Sirajganj) aie not available frpm 
• *ort. 

compilation of these figures, which go back more than 
. W(»uld involve much time and labour which, in the 
^liniste^ for lA)cal Self-Government, would not be justi- 
.rea for even three years ore not easily available from 
•ecords. 

^te per mille : 1919-20, 13 I ; 192tV21, 13 *2; 1921-22, 7*7. 
Ue the member is referred to column 13 of Form No. VI 
' reports of the Director of Public Health for the yeara 


app 

con. 
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ThTMlMing eoANtion sf tiM rivtr PmImu 

Khan aatiddur Mauivi WAtlllUOOIN AHMEOi (a) U the 

ffon'Me tb^ ^eiu>»er in rhaifre of the Deiiarlnicnt pf Irrif^ation aware 
of the present threateniiie coiulition of the river Padma near Pabua, 
just to the east of the enibankinent f 

(h) Are the Gtiveninieut consi^lerinfr the desimbility of taking 
inu^ediate step.*; to extend the embankuient for the protection of the 
town ? 

Tha Hon'ble the MAHARAJAOHIRAJA BAHADUR af 
BUROWAN* (a> At present tlie condition i.s not likely to be a menace 
to the safety of the town, although some hiauestead ‘lands and a 
nin'*(jue aie threatened with dot nut ion. 

\h) Extendint? the revetment has been considered. The cost ia 
enorincus and piohihitive. Moicover, it is uncertain that a revetment 
of the nature would withstand a determined nttock by the river. 


Births and deaths in tha Pabna distriot* 

•• 

39. SHAH 8YE0 EMOAOUL HAQi hn Will tlie Hnn'Me thc> 
Miiii.tfr ill ( Imrjrc (if tin- Deparljin'iil (if Local SclMiovemniflit he 
pica sed to state the nuinl»er of births and deaths in the district of 
Pabna during the last five years ^ 

ih) If tlieie Ui excess of deaths over births, are the Government 
contemplating any mea.sure t(> aiiest this thieuteniug dejxipulation of 
the district? 

Tha HOA’hls Sir SURENORA NATH BANER4EAS in) The figures 
are follows : — 

1917—Birth6. 49,074; deaths, d9,704. 

191g_Birtbs, d7,711; deaths, 5'b543. 

19I9_Births. 30,099; deaths, 51,367. 

1920^Births. 43.295; deaths, 42,387. 

1921~*Births. 34.027; deaths. 42,728. 

(5) The district board has recently appointed a Health Officer, who 
has done aomething to organise tneasores for the control of preventihle 
diseases, sach as cholera and small-pox: Malaria is, however, primarily 
responsible for the decline in population, and a reference is invited to 
the reply given at this session to Manlvi Faxlal Karim’s question No. 25. 

4a 
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40. Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA iahadur: Will *the 

Hon’blo the Mem>>er in charge of the Department of ^ Irrigation be 
plea^^e^l to state whether it is a fact that a new steamer route has been 
found in the Sunderbans and that it has therefore been decided to post- 
pone the actual working of the Grand Trunk Canal project? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADURS of 

BURDWANiNo, only a new op<ming into the Sunderlians steamer route 
has been made. The rest of the steamer route is unaffected. 

Actual coTistructioii of the Grand Tnmk Canal has been posti>on^. 


Blocking up of the mouth of the Jota. 

41. Khan Bahadiir^MauIvi WA8IMUDDIN AHMED: (r,i h the 

non’ hie the M^niWr in charge of the Department oi Inigation aware 
that much hardshi[> has been caused to a large numl)er of people by the 
blocking up of the mouth of the Jola, commencing from the Padma 
near Ilemaitpur, Nnziqnir, and running over a considerahle tract of 
country in the interior, so that it has deprived the ]»e(>ple of the flecKl 
water and silt from the Padma? 

(h) Aiv the Oovemmeiit considering the desirability of examining 
the .situiili.m with a view to removing the hardship? 

T:.a ::on'bl 0 the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

B* ' ‘"A (ti) Yes. 

The huiid was removed in Dt*cemher last. 


ssion of records'' by parcel post from oollootonito&. 

BHI8HMADEV DA8: WilJ the Hon’hle the MemW in 

cl. Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) >)e pleased to 

si 'he Government are con.sulering the desirability of issuing 

ai ‘ing that ordinary records and pai>er8 from coUectorates 

m * I»ost when calbsl for by other courts? 

:;*blo the MAHARA4ADHIRA4A BAHADUR of 

gi: - ^ - Xho attentiou of the niemWr is drawn to the existing 
ru: hject, vii., rules 195 and 197 of the Records Manual, 1917, 

an yage 111 of the General Rules and Circular Orders of the 

Jli. \pi>ellate Side (Civil), Volume I, which direct that 

re» :or by other courts should be transmitted by parcel post. 



■l8pi QUESTIOSrS. 4r 

GhAtiiii CdwtU nmniiig w m p lU fci MtHrMll 

)t> Mr. H. 8ART0N> Will <hp Hon'ble ihe Member is cWge 
of tlio Police Dej»artnient be pleasec! to state bow lunuy clubs there are 
iif Calcutta THbich« to the kiiowle<lge of Government, are runninn^ 
sweep-gtake lotteries? 

(6^ Will the Hcn*blc the Member W f>lertge<l to state whether the 
answer previously friven by the Hon’ble Member to the question put in 
thig JBlouse implies that it woultl not l»e in the public interest to enforce 
tke provisions of gection 294A of the Indian Penal Cotie a^inst those 
clubs which, to the knowlecl^'^e of Government, nre runuini? gwwjvstake 
lotteries without the sanction of Oovemmeiit ? 

The Hon*bte Mr. H. L. STEPHENSONS (n) Government have no 
list of such clubg. 

(b) Goveinment have nothing: to add to the answer refen ed to. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

aOVEIIIIMEIIT tlUL 

The Bengil Aerial Ropewaye Bill« 1S23. 

*^he HofPble the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAUDHURI, Khan 
Bahadur: I to jiie**ent the ie|HUt of the Select (’ommittee on the 
Ben^'-al Aerial Hoi>cwa\> Bill, *ind to in(»vi* that the said report 

I 4 .* tiikcn info ( on*-ii]cjatioii. 

In my previous sj>eeches I have explained that the object of this Bill 
is to authorize, facilitate, ami regulwte the construction and working of 
aerial rojieways in Bengal. 

The Bill has been referred to a Select Committee who have gone care- 
fully into its provisions. 

They have suggested modifications where they considered them nec‘eg- 
gary ainl have examined the provisions of the Bill from the point of view 
of the promoter as well ns from that of Government and the public. 

Their rejK»rt has lieeii circulated to the l^use and is now before the 
members for their consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to, 

CL.4rsE 1. 

TfmHoniNEthe Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Kbin 
Btfiadur: I move that in clause 1 (3), line 1, for the words ** It shall come 
into force at once the following be substituted : — 

** It shall come into force on such date as the Local Government may, 
by notification in the Calcutta Gazette, direct.** 
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The reason, Sir, for this amendment is that certain mies under clause 
41 of the Act yet remain to be framed and published before the prorisio^s 
of the Act can come into force. ♦ 

It will take time to frame these rules and it is preferabk to leave th^ 
date open till we can complete the drawing? up and publisning of those 
rules. 

The ipotion was put and agreed to. 

Clai'.se C. 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I move that — 

(a) in clause fi (4) (j-m), line 3, the word “ and ” be omitted; and 
(h) after clause (\ (4) (j-tu) the following he inserted, namely ; — 

(.rnt a) the traffic which may he carried on the ropeway, 
the traffic which the promoter or lessee shall he bound 
to carry, and the traffic which he may refuse to carry ; 
the tolls to'he leviable by the promoter or lessee, and 
the periodical revision thereof by the Local Govern- 
ment; and the regulation of the traffic and of the levy 
of the tolls; and ’’ 

In the marginal note to this clause a reference has been made to section 
7 of the Tramways Act and the provisions emlK>died here bear a close 
resemblance to those of the said sectitm. lUit I do not understand why the 
- rbiu-nifiM *'' faih*fl to appreciate the a]»plical>ilit v of suh-sJH tion (o) of 
tl ■ . (! It is of the utmo.st importance that puhlic utility companies 
f'' ' ’1 undertaking regarding the nature of traffic that they would 

• *rry and tho Government too should exercise ita control over 
t' ' e < harge«l. My amendment provides foi this and I have 

t - 'y fumi the suh-scction (o> ot section 7 of the Tramways 

•' 'it has been tliouglit that that th<‘ last sul>-se(‘tion brings 
rs within its purview. But while 13 instances haVe Wn 
iuned. the omission of this veiy im|K)rtant matter might 
h' : a.s .signif>iiig a want of Ltovernmeiit control and the 

^ ether mutter in the last KulHclause might not imply 

-im ipleof what the lawyers call jHturiK. 

'Mitioii that my amendment refers to “ tolls ” but in the Bill 
woid “ rates ” instead, so if the Government W inclined 
to ’uendment, I hope it would W pleaseti to make the necenifary 

Vf .ms in it. 

otHtNawibEAlYlONAWAB ALICHAUDHURLKImm 

Be'^ :r: Lwal Goverument consider that this amendment, if 

•d would tend to improve the Bill, but they consider that in 
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it| faresent form it is in some wots unduly restrictive, and tldCt it is also 
not very satisfactorily worded. I hope it will meet the member's point 
if amendment takes the following form : — 


(a) as in the amendment ; and 

* (6) tlmt /fter plause 6 {xiii) the following he inserted, namely : — 

“ (xin a) the traffic which may be carried on the ropeway, 
the traffic which the promoter shall be liound to carry, 
and the traffic which he may refuse to carry; 

(jriii oa) the maximum and minimum rates that may l>e 
charged by the promoter and the circumstances in 
which and the manner in which these rates may l>e 
revised by the liOcal Oorerunieut; and 
I may point out to the Kumar Sahib that the question of regulation of 
traffic and the actual manner of levy of tolls in regard to ropeways is a 
matter which should la* left to the by-laws, and that it is impossihle to 
include such detail^ satisfactorily in a final order as contemplated in this 
clause. I hope that the Kumar Sahib will accept the amendment which 
I have suggested iti .‘lubstitution for the one which he has just moved. 


Kumar 8HIB 8HEKMARE8WAR RAYs Yes. I am quite agree- 


able. 

The motion wa- then put in the bdlowing form and ngre(*d to:— 

•• (n) that in clause fi (.nii), line 8, the word “and” be omitted; ami 
<^) that after clause fi (4) {xiu) the following lie inserted, namely : - 
“ (Tin *t) tlu* tiatiir whndi may be carried on the ro|M*- 
way. the tratfie which the promoter .shall W Inmnd 
to cairv. and the traffic which he may refuse to 


cairy : • 

(xiti oai the niaxinium and minimum rates that may 1 h> 
charged by the promoter and the rirrumstaneea in 
which and the manner in which the.se rates may be 
revised by the Ix)cal Oovernment : and ” 


Clat’se 14. 

BaIntilATINDRA NATH BA8U: I move that in clause 14 (/) — 
fO in line 1 after the words “ subject to the provisions of ” the words 
“ and to the rules made undei ” he inserted; and 
(iO in line 4 of the proviso after the words “ if the Collector ” the 
words after allowing such owner and occupier by notice in 
writing an opportunity of being heard ” be added. 

Clause 14 provides that, subject to the provisions of this Act, the pro- 
moter of any aerial ropeway should he given the fiowers to make such 
aurvev aa be thinks necessary, to place and maintain poets in or upon any 
immt^ble property, to suspend and maintain a rojie over, along or aeroM 
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an^ immorable property, and to on. It says tbat all tuese can be done» 
gubject to the provisions of this Act; b\it the Act merely lays down the 
general principle, but the rules which will be framed under this Act 
show the manner in which the surrey is to be made and will also lay down 
the line of conduct which the promoter should follow. I waltt, tjberefore/ 
to insert the words “ and to the rules made under after the words ** sub- 
ject to the provisions of.’* 

My next amendment refers to the power of the promoter who may enter 
upon any private property in spite of the objection of the owner or occupier 
with the written permission of the Collector. But I want to provide that, 
Iwfore ^fivinp such permission, the Collector should give an opportunity to 
the owner or occupier to state his objection. 

Thi Hofi'ble the Nawtb SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, Khan 

Bahadur I I am prepared, on behalf of Government, to accept the amend- 
ments proposed in clause 14 (1) and in the proviso to that clause as moved 
by the hon’ble member, subject to the alteration of the word “ allowing, 
in part (//) of the amendment, to “ giving.” 

The motions were then put in the following form and agreed to : — 

that in clause 14 <7) — 

(0 in line 1 after the words “ subject to the provisions of ” the words 
“ and to the rules made under ” he inserted : and 

(n) in line 4 of the proviso after the words if tl»p Collector ” the 
words “ after giving su(h ■<»wner aiid oc(‘U)»ier hv notice in 
writing an opportunity of being heard ” be jwbled. 

b*'»nar9HIB8HEKHARE8WARRAY: I move that in clause 14 (7), 
pu ’ • the wonls “ or dause.u V* be omitted. 

c 14, the promoter of an aerial ropeway has l>een vested 
wv Jits some of which make serious encroachments on private 

in*' 's, of course, the promoter of a public utility service must 

ha. • > ' '‘se rights, but at the snine time it is essential that the 

pe<' . onseijuem’e, are railed upon to surrender their rights, 

sho "d the fullest facilities to obtain a proper and etpiitahle 

cor. I the same. The English Ligv is perhaps the ideal law on 

the it even in India, all enactments referring to public utility 

wr e Ttnilways. the Tiamway^ and the El«*tricity Acts, afford 

am; .i to projierty-owners whose every hit of land has got to be 

ac(j. ' 'he Land Acquisition Act. 

I this clause of the Bill, we find that behind this array of 

lege ...cal wordings, stands out the hare fact that for the pur- 

pofci 'rapany which might he fortunate enough to secure e 

Got tiou for the rigging up of its cableway, it can suspend 

and "opeway over any private property if only its promoter can 

•ecu ]>ermission from the Collector. And again in a diJfereiii 
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in clausal?, it liaA Wo stated that no tmit $haU iio in rmpect oi 
al|^ »neh matter, but that abatraction which w, somctimmt calM iha 
Liial GoTernmeot, has Wn rested with n rerisionary iurisdiction, an 
unioBowu quantity’ loohin^ rerv bi^ in words but usually illusory in 
practice. • No^loubt in sub-clause 2 a prfivision has been made for the pay- 
V meat of some compensation to the owner or occupier, but the fixing of the 
amount rests solely with the Collector subject of course to the revisionary 
jurisdiction of the liOcal Government again. 

flThe marginal notes to this clause seem to indicate that in the Tele- 
graph and Electricity Acts, we have «ome such provision. But the simil- 
arity is more apparent than real. For, in the first place, in the Electri- 
city Act, the laying down of a supply line thiouch private prt>|>erty with- 
out the consent of the owner is di^^illctly forbidden : only a sup]>ort of an 
aerial line may he fixed on any building or land. In the Telegraph Act, 
however, the Telegraph Atithority is authorized to place and maintain a 
telegraph line over any private property. But in both these Acts there are 
subsecpient provisions for the removal of the posts and nltenrtioii of the 
level of overhead wires to suit the couveiiience of the owner whenever 
ne<'essnry <r/. 17 of Act XIII of 1885 and 12 <2^ of Act IX of 19101. We, 
however, do not find any such provision in this Bill which provides for the 
maintenance of a ropeway for a much more serious pur|>ose than those con- 
templated by the Telegraph or the Electricity Acts; for in an aerial nq>e- 
Vay, goods and pa*‘sengers will he < aiTied over private properties causing 
great inconvenience and annoyance to the occupier^ of the land lielow. 

My humhle submission therefore is that all lands over which an aerial 
roj>eway is to be maintained should be a(‘<iuired in the same manner ns 
lands re(juiied for a railway under the Railway Act. I maintain that the 
acquisition of land for an aerial ropeway is not a matter to which the «uin- 
marv procedure of the Telegrafdi or Elec tricity Aet can l>e made applic- 
able: and much less so, without the saving clauses to which I have already 
referred. 

I should alsomention here that under the Telegiaph Act. an appeal liet 
to th^ District Judge against the order of the Collector, and the Judge haa 
to decide the matter according to regular legal procedure. But here in 
this Bill only a revisionary power is vested absolutely in the whim of tho 
Local Government. 

I fail to undefstand whv the prcmioters of this Bill have fought 
»o fihy of the law courts and have Te<*ted every function under thin 
Bill in the hands of the Executive. Thoste eminent jurist* who have 
forged this Bill, in giving a free scope to magisterial wilfulnes*, seem 
to have forgotten the very function of law which, to quote Roscoe 
Pound, one of the greatest mcHlem jurists of the world, is to “ reatrain 
magisterial a* well as individual wilfulness.” 

The object of my amendment in omitting clause (c) from tbe peo- 
riao is that the acquisition of land for tbe maintenance of a ropeway 
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^nd fixing the amount of compensation should not rest with the magtS> 
trate alone hut the ordinary law of the land, viz., the ^nd Acquisi- 
tion Act, and all its safeguards, should apply alid the remedies ^f 
jeference and appeal should be fully available. 

% 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I entirely agree with the mover 
•of this amendment that nobody should have the right to enter upon 
»ny immovable i>roperty even for the purposes of repairing aerial 
ropeways unless and until he gets previous permission of the Collector 
or such other responsible authority. Sir, it is suggested 

Kumar 8HiB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir. he is not speaking on 
my present amendment. 

Hft PRE8IDENT: What are you s{)eakiiig of, Amulya Dhone 
Babu ? 

Babu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: I beg yoiii pardon. I was sj>eak- 
Ing on the next ameii<lnienK 

Mf« PRE8IDENT: Wait, till the next amendment comes. Yoir 
cannot make the same !^j>ee< h twire over. 

Tba Hon’ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURf,^ 
Khan Bahadur: I am unable to actept the amendment moved by the 
Kumar Sahib that in <’iau-»e 14 (7», proviso, line '2. the words ** or 
b(' omitted. 

* time I rec(»gnise, fiom the facts the hon’ble meml)er 
the House, that it iua\ be inadvi'.able to vest in rue 
e district the final division lu regard to the fixing of 

• lyuble to fhe itwnei oi ocmpiei of immovabie projierfy 

• oeway will pass. 

able that there tiiay be strong objeeiions from tbe^wint 
mseholder to jhm mission Iving accoided to a promoTer 
lojieway over his housi*. both as legaids the privacy 

• d the fKKssible danger of coflai>se of a vehicle travelling 
' ay on to the house. 

huibt in the mind of the uiovei is that, in order fo further 
tor the giMMl of his district, the Collector might be 
■eciate tlie risks ami imonxeiiience to the householder, 
Iv l«» minimise tin* eomivn^atiou [layable to him. 

. r would require loeal handhug, I am pre|tai^4l on behalf 
to allow an apjdication fttr revision in regard to the 

• viisation to lie awarded, in conse<pieiice of action under 
>, to be made to the District Judge. 


ba.^ 

Cm 

von 

ovc 

t»f ^ 
to 
of * 

aIoi 

the 
im ! 
anr 

t>f • 
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clftv 
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If this wiUmeet tbe Eumar Sahib's wishes I will more that at the 
of clause 17, which deals with the awards made by the Collector 
UMer clause 14, the necessary prt>nHion be made by the addition ot 
further sentence. 

* If this rftll meet the case I will move my amendment later when 
dealing with amendment No. 5 by Babu Jatindra Nath Bnsu. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Kumar Sahib, are you {>re}iared to withdraw 
your amendment on that understanding? 


Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Yes. Sir. 

The motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


('Lapse 15. 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I move that in clause 
15 (/), line 1, l>efnre the wor^T^ “ A pronuiter the fonowing words 
be inserted, namely : — 

“ With the previou.s sanction of the (\dlector in writing.” 

I wish to put in the word** ** with the previous sanction of the 
Collector in writing ” onh to restrict teasing and harassing intrusions 
of the underlings of the eomp.iny. Sir. we all know how sometimes 
^Jhese {voplc take undue advantage of theii legal is)wers. and my 
amendment intended as a .safeguard nguiiist that. What I inlend 
i.s that anybody and e\eIybod^ claiming to W a seivant of the promoter 
should not be allowed as a matter of light to enter into the houses 
of people at all Inuir^ of the day ami night; and I want to guard as 
much as possible against abuses of such |M)weJs, We all know, Sir, 
that such inlrui'itujs innv, niiKUiget the uneducated jH‘ople. lead to 
riota and even bloodshed. It is for this that I thought that wrilten 
sanction of a lespf nsilile (►fticer like the ('ollector should l)e had and 
shown to the i>eople jirevious to such entries. But, Sir, if tbe Govern- 
ment can devise better and .simpler methods for safeguunling such things, 
I hate no objection. I '•imply ask tbe Government to take heed of such 
things and not to leave them to the tender mercies of the promoters’ 
people. 

BMni AMULYA DHONE ADOY: I entirely agree with the 
mover of this amendment that the fuomoier should not l>e allowed to 
enter upon any proiwty at any time of the day and night without 
the previous permission of the Collector; but I am sorry to state that 
I do not agree with him so far as the entering upon any projierty for 
the purpose of prevention of any accident. How can we expect a 
person to get the previous permi.s.sion of the Collector with a view to 
prevent an accident, as for instance, in the case of an outbreak of 
fire? Is it possible to get the previous permission, say, of the CJom- 
missioner of Police or of the Chairman of the Calcutta Corporation 
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with a view to eatering into a house or a hut in the ca^ oi fire? It 
is simpiv impopsihle. So in the contingency like this, the proposal th^ 
the previous permission of the CoUector should be taken is impracu- 
. cable and undesirable. 

f X * 

The Hon*bl« the Hm$b 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: With reference to this aniendnient, the object of which, 
as the Kumar Sahib has explained, is to ensure that no subordinate 
employed by a promoter may have the authority of this Bill to enter 
adjoining i)roi)erty, for the purposes of maintaining the ropeway, 
without good reason. I think it is rlear to the House that circumstances 
may render it essential for the promoter or his representative to enler 
that property for genuine reasons. 

The delay entniled by obtaining the sanction of the Collector in 
wntirig to this ccuise might seriously affect the working of the rope- 
way and cause harm, oi necessitate the closiiy? of the ropeway for a 
jK'ncHl which might extend to two or three days till the Collector’s 
sanction is tdjtainable. 

The object of the mover nja> be attained without this delay if the 
bylaws and rules of the company, the publication of which is essen- , 
tial under clauses 'S and 41 of the Act, juovide that no .seivant of the 
comj>any l>eb>w tlie lank of an offiier m.iy enter adjoining projierty 
for the |»urp()ses of (lau^e 15. * 

In substituti(»n of the amendment juoposed by the Kumar Sahib, 

I projKise that at the comuieiuement ol sub-clause (/) of clause 15 the 


follow) fig Ih* 

inserted, namely, — 


the niles made under this Act.” 

. . «U« 

:::B 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: I agree to the suggestion. 

Co- 

’ Sliekhareswar Kav’s motion wa^ then, by leave of the 
• awn. and the ftdlowing motion by the Hon’ble the 
Nnwab Ali Chaudhuri. Khan Bahadur, was then puf and 

ag: 

ing 

• commencement of sub-clause (I) of clau.se 15 the follow- 
namely : — • 

. the rules made uud»*r this Act.’ ” 


- ^ Ci..\rsE IT. 

line 

Ac(; 

liu Nath Basu was to have moved that in clause 17, 
•’ Olds “ the Local Goveinment ” the words “ the Land 
ue having jurisdiction in the matter ” be substituted. 

J.: 

SUg. 

-'*OEHT:Mr. Basu. do you accept the modification 
be Hon’ble the Minister? 
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BibH ^ATINDRA NATH BASUi Yei. 1 do, and tlk»r«fon I do 

ilot propose to aay anything on my motion, 

^ Th$ H0^Ue th$ Hnnb SAiYIO NAWAl ALi ONAUOHURt. 
Killll Blhaodr: As I Lave stated iu my reply to ameiulme»t No, 3 by 
Kimiar Sbib Shekbareswar Ray and for tbe reasons given iu that reply# 
Government are prepared to meet this auiendmeut in imrt hy insert- 
ing at the end of clause 17 the words ** except in the case of an award 
mftde by him with reference to action taken under clause (c) of i!»ul>- 
clause (7) of section 14, which award shall be subject to revision by 
the District Judge.” 

I tni'.t that the mover will accept this amendment iu jdace of the 
one which he has put forward. 

Babu Jatindm Noth Basu’s motion was then, by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn, and the following motion by the Hon'ble the 
Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali rhaudhuri. Kbau Bahadur, \ytts then put 
and agreed to : — 

” that to clause 17 the following be addml. namely, — 

' excei»t in the cu.se of an award of comiH»n«ation made by the 
Collector on account of action taken under clause (r) of 
sub-section (J) of .section 14, which award shall be subject to 
revision by the District Judge.” 


ClaI'se is. 

The following motion wa** then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — , 

Babu JATINDRA NATH BA8U: ” That in clause 18, line 4, after 
the word ‘ prescribed ’ the words ‘ by the Local Government ' bo 
inserted.” 


Clai -se 20. 

BNhu dATINDRA NATH BA8U: 1 move that in clause 20(<;), 
lines 2 and 3, for the wunl«* ” notify in this behalf in the Calcutta 
Gazette ” the word.s ” sjiecify in this liehalf iu Uie ruleo framevl 
under this Act ” be substituted. 

Under clause 20 it is pnivided that when certain accidents happen, 
the promoter shall, without uunecessarA' delay, send notice of the 
accident to the Local Government and to the ins|>ector of the aerial 
ropeway. Clauses (a) and {h> define the accidents and clause (c) is 
very vague, intthat it 8[)eaks of ” any accitient of any other descrip- 
tion which the Local Government may notify in this behalf in the 
Calcutta Gazette.** Sir, it is unlikely that Goi'emment will go on 
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notifying: from time to time the nature of accidents ifi the Calcutta 
Gazette. WLat I want to provide is that the nature of these accidenta 
should be specified in the rules to be framed in this behalf — accidents 
ulxwt which the promo fer should give notice to the c^ovemmenC 
Therefoie, I have provided in my amendment that instead of notifying^ 
the nature of accidents in the Calcutta Gazette, it should be specified 
in the rujes made under this Act. 

The Hon’ble the Nmab SAIYID NAWAi ALI CHAUDHUIII» 
Khill Bahadur: I am prepaied to accept the amendment put forward 
by Babu Jatindra Nath Basu. A consequential amendment will be 
necessary in clause 41 and I will move this amendment in its proper 
place. I would, however, substitute the word “ made for the word 
** framed ” in this amendment. 

Babu d ATI NORA NATH BABU: I have no objection to the 
alteration. 

The motion was then put in the following form and agreed to: — 

“ That in clause 20(r>, lines 2 and 3. for the words ‘ notify in 
this behalf in the Caicutta Gazi fti ’ the words ‘ specify ih 
this behalf in the rules mjitle under this Act ’ be substi- 
tuted.” 


('L\t str 28. 


Mr. W. L. CAREY: I move that in clause 28, line ?>, for the word.s 
” ( of general utility” the woids “ aiiv coniiuodity or 

me* ' ‘)c substituted. 


or 

th. 

Bir 

to 

sei.' 

th:- 

US 

all' 

ne« 

fOi 

is 

lee 

tic 

lUM 


:his Bill as following in fhe light line> in this country 
'inti v. When u publii demand arises which necessitates 
I Bill of this sort, it is undoubtedly a sign of progress, 
.‘lo lines to be erected under this Bill are to be feeders 
whether they nie to la* used to ojaui up new and at pre- 
!«• sections of the ('ountry, it is, in iny o]tiniou, essential 
Id he made to c<»vei us expensive a list of commodities 
Mie expression ” general utility ” is vague and under it 
iiinuHlity, with the excejuion j^erhaps of articles of bare 
food-Ptuffs, might easily be excluded. Even as regards 
-.jay lie argued that their transport from place to place 
convenience rather than of necessity sometimes and th© 
• ‘ving this onibigiiity i.s to he found in the intention of 
. bject of which is to provide facilities in the shape of 
'» for general commercial purjwses. 


^ -to tht Nmrbb SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHURI, 

Kh** •' I have listened with interest to the speech of Mr. Carey 
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fefardjng tbe^difficultie« which may ariae in connection with |he pre^ 
ibt wording of clause 28. Government appreciate these difficulties^ 
hut fhev consider that the nmemlwent as tabled by Mr. Carey goea. 
% little too €ar. It is necessan* in this connection to assert the- 
principle, which obtains in the Land Aciiuisition Act also, that, before 
a company shall be able to avail itself of s|>ec]al facilities for acquir* 
ing land^ whether permhnently or temporarily, the company shall be 
bopnd to satisfy the Local Government that it is |ierforming or will 
jierform service to the community by the production of necessary 
articles. The Local Government have, however, examined the word- 
ing of the clause cnrt»fully in the light of the objection raised by 
Mr. Carey and I may say at once that they are prepared to amend 
the danse in the following manner, if this will meet the objections of 
the hon’ble jjiemlier. The amendment which I suggest is ns follows.*— 

(7) that clause 28 shall W lenumWred as sul>>clause (/) of 
clnu.se 2^; 

that in the said sul>-clnu.He as renumbered — 

(rtl for the words “ of general utility *' in line 5 the words 
“ in general use ” be substituted; and 
(b) for the woid.s “or reejuired for the eonservotion 

in lines 5 and C) the words ** is reijuirtnl for tbo 
conseiTation or service ” lie .substituted; and 

{ 3 ) that at the end of sub-clause (7), as lenumbered, the follow- 
ing Mib-('lause nhal) be inserted, namely, — 

“ The ].ocal Government shall by notification in the- 
(alruttii Gazitii declare the commodities which 
shall be deemed to Ih’ commodities in general uso 
for the pur|H»ses of sub-section (7).” 

I have already explained the principle of this amendment, and 1 am 
sure tiiat ihi.s prim i|»le is one which is acceptable to the House: I will 
fberufore ask the |H*rmission of the Chan and of this House that th& 
aliove amendment Ik^ *^ub.stituted lor the amendment which Mr. Carey 
has i>ut forward. 

Mr. W. L. CAREY S Sir, I would hove preferred a wider applica- 
tion. But I have followed the H^>n*ble Minister’s arguments and I 
accept his modifications. 

Mr. Carey’s motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn, 
and the following motion by the Hon’ble the Nawab Soiyid Nawab 
Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, was put and agreed to: — 

(7) that clause 28 be renumbered as sub-clause (/) of clause 28; 

(2) that in the said sub-clause as renumbered— 

fer the words cf general utility ’’ in line 6, the words 
“ in general use ’’ be substituted; and 
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(b) for the words “ or required for the coolenration ** in 
lines 5 and G, the words or is required for the con- 
servation or service be substituted; and 

{3) flint at the end of sub-clause (/'), as reuunibereS, the follow- 
ing sub-clause (2) shall be inserted, namely, — 

'' (2) The local Government shall by notification in the 
Calcutta Gazette declare the commodities which shall 
^ be deemed to be commodities in general use for 4he 
purposes of sub-section {/)." 

(’L\rsE 31. 

Kumar 8H1B 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 move that in clause 31, 
line 3D, for the word “ fifty ” the words ‘‘ one thousan#*^ be substi- 
tuted. 

My niiicndmeut is inten»led to :a!«;e the maximum amount of fine 
from lis. 50 t<i Its, l.tMHj i»er <lu*ni. tor some of the offences mentioned 
in this clause are very serious and would be sources of great danger 
to the public and in those ca-e** a dailv tine of 50 only is, to 'my 
mind, almost insignificant. For instance, sub-clause (a) of this clause 
might l>c infringed by the promoter by not ctunplying with the restric- 
tions or conditions imposed by the Local (Tovernment regarding factors 
of safety; and for such contumacious conduct cmiangering public safety, 
a paltry fine of ll.'*. 50 is tt>o inadequate coin'idering the gravity of 
the offeiu t‘. Similarly an infringement of clau^* 10 mentioned in sub- 
, « ;,]• of clause 13 or of 21 mentioned in other sub-clauses carry- 

'*n a roiieway, might lead, even nft» r it had l>een ordered 
’ ; to public disasters; but only a maximum daily fine of 

■' •M'en meant as a check. So. Sir. I want to raise the maxi- 
: - 1,000 which might serve as a sufficient deteflrent. Of 

• amount is only meant a** the maximum, and the magis- 

t, • such cases cun 1mjM>se any fine below that amount, taking 

r -idtuation the jmltry or serious nature of the offence. 

HENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bihadur: I oppose this 
n* <t various gxgj^inds. It suggested by the Kumar Sahib 

ti .ximum amount ought to be put at Rs. l,tK)0 and not 

1; - Bill suggests that the magistrate will have an authority 

t»* *. amount. I consider that Rs. 50 .should be quite sufficient 

a. arrangement and it will not be safe for the Iiegislature to 

e? aiount to Rs. 1,000. In that case the magistrate will have 

tl.. • ' ling the offender up to tbe maximum amount. I do not see 

w‘ r Sahib has put forward this suggestion. I, Sir, tbink that 

tb- r;ib is perfectly wrong in allowing the highest punishment 

in 'vhich may be considered by the Legislature as trivial. 



ttm tiM Nannb 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHUIII, 

Idill Btfiaiil#S The amendment af the Kumar Sahib has a good deal 
iji force in it, but its 5co|)e is too wide. The offences lor which penal* 
tiee are imposed in clause 31 vary in their gravity, and distinction should 
he made if aleevere penalty for a continuing offence is to be imposed in 
any of these cases. The Council will observe that the offences set forth 
in sub-clauses (<?), (fc), (c), {g) and (h) are grave offences which mav 
result in serious harm to the public if allowed to continue. It is in 
resjpect of these offences that the Local Ciovernment are prejiare<l to 
meet the Kumar Sahib with reference to his amendment. They do not 
think that such a seveie jienalty ns he sugge^^ts would be fair in the 
case of the offences set foith in the remaining sub-clauses of this clause. 
If, therefore, the Kumar Sahib is prepared to accept this view, I suggest 
that the amendment should take the following form : — 

that in clause 31, line 40, for the words ‘ to fifty rupees ' the 
words ‘ in the case of an offence sj>ecified in sub-clause (d), 
(c), if), (i), {)) or ik) to fifty iu[hh‘s. ami in the.case of an 
offence sjH^cified in sulvclause (/>), (< ), (//> or {h) to one 
thousand iu|>ees * l)e sulistiluted.” 

I should be piepaied on behalf of Ifoverumeut to accept the amend- 
ment if expressed in this form. 

•• 

KuifMT 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYs I accept the modeled form. 

The motion wu-a then put in the following form and agreed to: — 

** that in clause 31. line 40. tor the words ‘ to fifty ruj>ees ’ the 
words ‘ in the case of an offence »|H»cified in sub-clause (J), 
(c), (/). (i), {;) or (1 m to fifty lupees. and in the case of an 
offence sj>ecifie<I in sul>-clause (o). (/;), (c). or (/») to one 
thousand rufwes,’ be substituted.” 


CL\rsE 40 A 

The following amendment wjh, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

Kumar 8HiB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAYt ' -That in clause 40A(J) 
for the word ‘ shall ’ in lines 6, 7 and 9 the word ‘ may ’ lie substituted.’* 


CL.\rsE 41. 

Ttw Hoii’Ma IN Ntwab 8AIYIO NAWAB ALI OHAUOHURI« 
Klmi Baimdiirs I move tbe following amendment consequentUl upon 

D 
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the acceptance of the modified form of amendment No. !^of 'Babu Jatin- 
dra Nath Ba»u, No. 4 of Kumar Shib Shekhareswar l^y, and No^ 7 
of Babu Jatifidra Nath Basu : — 

“ that aftersub-clauae 2(a) of clause 41 of the following be inserie^p 

namely;— 

‘ (aa) the conditions under which and the manner in which the 
powers confen-ed on promoters by sub-section (/) of sec- 
tion 14 and sub-section (1) of section 15 may be exerqaed; 

(m/i) the accidents of which notice shall be given to the Local 
Government and to the Insj)ector under clause (c) of 
section 20.’ ” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’Me the Nawab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur.! I move the following amendmeut consequential upon 
the nccejitance of the modified amendment No. 5 of Babu Jatindia 
Nath IhiMu; — 

“ that for Miib-clnnse (2)(Tn) of clause 41 the following be substi- 
tuted, namely 

‘ (f/ij the ju-ocediire tor filing, lo^nring and di.si>osing of applij-a- 
tioiis for revision under tiii.s Act, and the juoceduie for 
taking the advice of the Advisory Board.' ” 

llie ntdfion wius jmt and agreed to. 

r!:n*ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

K- Mf! 1 move that the itill, as settled in Council, be passed. 

- I. CAREY; I have already esprt‘ss4»d my welcome to the 
B • fus the Bill is to lie aerepied by the Iloust*, I should like 

t( ‘leusuie on b<*ht|]f of the Chumber and the e^imuyuee of 

tl - that a Bill of this sort has bei‘n lirought in. 1 am 

M. Bill will prove to be an extnuuely u.seful measure for all 

ti' ln'en ver\ tnrefully eon.sult'red ami eomlK‘d out by two 

Si '^ees in the past two years, and with the amendments as 

at .e (loverniuent we havo, 1 lielieve, a milly useful working 

no nik most of the conting-encies have been provided against^ 

b\;' ' is always jiossiblc that in spite of this in actual working 

fio 'Its may he found, hut I believe that they will not be 

vc: If the House accepts the measure as it sl^nd.s, I con- 

gr- . on a really progressive step in the commerce of th& 

CO*. 


was put and agreed to. 
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Tlw OalwMa Nrt (Anmamiit) Bill, IttS, 

• 

^ Tlli Mr. il. DONALDS I beg to pre»e&t the Beporl of the 

Meet Committee on the CnJcutta Port (Amendment) Bill, 1923. As 
J have expjj^ned, when first introducing the Bill, thii measure la 
intended to put the reserve funds of the Port Commiasioiiers, on a 
pro})er footing, and to j>ri>vide f<>r the establishment of a provident fund 
for the }>ort establishment. The Select Committee have made certain 
alterations to imi*K»ve the proTl^ions of the Bill and define more clearly 
the jKjwers of the Commissioners, particularly in the matter of the 
pr€)vident fund. I move that the Bill lie taken into consideration. 

The motion was jmt and agit’ed to. 


Thi Hon’ble Mr, J. DONALD: I move that the Cjilcutta Port 
(Amendment) Bill, 19?3. as amended by the Select (Committee, l>e 
jmssed. 

Tlie motion was j)Ut and apived to. 


The Indian Salt (Bengal) Amendment Bill, 1928. 

The Hon'ble Mr, J, DONALD: 1 move that the Indian Salt 
(BengaJ) Amendment Bill. Prdd. be taken into comiideration. Tliii* 
• ^ a measure intemled to pnoide for M*arcbes in conniM:lion with Mult 
offences lining made ^rithout the mssistam^e of the jiolice. 

Dr, PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA. I l>eg to opjxiiie the intro- 
dmtitin of this BilJ on the te< linical ground that iho Bill seeks to give 
jxiwer for the liuilitation of the admini strut ion of the Salt Act. In 
view of the fac t that the salt dut^' has recent!}' been onhauced against 
non-offi( ial ojijKt.sition, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: We are meivly tliscusping certain provisitins 
whi* h reruireihe of jM»li<'#* officers at all twnirsihes made by salt 

offi{’t%g To stoi» illi<it production of salt under the Act. We e^ninol go 
into aii> thing that ha.s Imhui <U#ne by the Legislative Anaembly or any 
matter of that ksn*! ; the.se < 4 uestionfc do m»t concern ua. 

Dr, PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA: The object of thin mea/vure 
is to facilitate the administration of the Salt Act, but in iTie prej^ent 
pojution of the country we ought not to help such administration. In 
view of the hapfienings at Bbola and Fund}mr a few month« ago 1 think 
we are in duty bound to optx>f^ the introduction of thia measure. 

Rih dOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bthidiir: I beg to oppose the 
introduction of thia measure. I am fully conscioun of the facf that tui« 
Council has nothing to do with the passing of the Salt Act. 1 am also 
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fully conffciouB of the fact that we have to deal with certain provisions 
of the law facilitating the realization of the salt tax, * but we must 
remember that the salt tax is one of the most unpopular faxes — ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Rai Bahadur, you must be very ^careful. You 
hare heard my ruling-; 1 cannot ijermit a debate on the Salt Tax. 

Rii ilOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadurs I shall be strictly 
constitutional. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am not tioubling about that. What I liope 
you will do is to keep strictly within my ruling. 

Rii JOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; The salt tax is one 

oi tilt* iiK st uiip(.j)ulai taxe.s' and one of the greatest oftirer.s has declared 
it t(, be a very ine(}iiitable tax which .should lie aluilished at the 
very fiist opportunity. We have no |x>wer over this matter, but we 
are justified in saying that we shall not help the Government in any way 
in iacilitating the vealizution of the tax in a manner which was not 
reijuiied during the la**! 21) >ear^. The salt tax is a heavy burden on 
the people of Bengal. People inhabiting the .sea-shores and the bunks 
of the salt water river.s cannot munufuctuie nalt 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am sorry to inteirupt you. I must point out 
that your speech i.s absolutely lieside the t>oint ; we are not di-^cussfifg 
the Salt Act. 


JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; You will presently 
se. •< ' yiiite relevant. 


pi. 
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! iJIDENT; I am very '^deased to hear that. Tp to the 
yeecli has been entirely irielevant. 

j :NDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; The i>eople of 

g on the seu-siioie^ and the lianks of the salt water 
namifacture salt for theii home consumption Tke Gov- 
ngal fir.st ordered that oftVnces liy such persons should 
Now the position of the pie.sent law is to make it 
ill show how the law i.s intended to W made harder. I 
• to cite the example of the ctiuntrv where the salt tax 
-^hed as most inequitable, nor am I going to cite the 
abour members who intended to bam|»er the labour orga- 
I must say that I feel that every Bengali is jusfifiiNl in 
supt>ort to this measuie when he is opi^osed fo the 
-alt tax. Looking at the provisions of t^e •Act we fend 
"cd to do is this. Before this the salt officers could not 
Ithout a i>oUc€ officer not inferior in rank to a head 
now proposed to take away that safeguard. We all 


const 
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k^w bow salt officers oppress tbe people and bow in tbe guise of a 
searcb jrrave injustice is done. We know of many riots that occun^ 
in consequent^ of tbe zuJum of tbe salt officers. Therefore, tbe OoveVn* 
naent thought it fit to uinke the safeguards. \ow these safeguards 
are going to be taken away. They are considered to be safeguanls, 
as tbe salt officers cannot go into a house off-hand and take away the 
things and so forth. I theiefore say that no reason has been shown 
why the existing law should Ih» changed. 1 theiefore oppow tKTa 
measure on the ground, firstly, that there is no reastui for the change, 
and secondly, that we are justified in showing our disapproval to the 
increase of the salt tax. 

Btbu KI 8 H 0 RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIt I do not understand why 
this measure is introduced and why the presence of the police officer is to 
be dis{>ense<l with. Are the police officers not reliable or do they hinder 
or interfere with the proper dis< barge of the duties of the salt officers? 
My apprehension is that the poli(*e officers are removed sinijily to facilitate 
the work of the office^^ of the .^alt Dejiartment and. if necessary, to make 
the evidence of the latter ndiui.ssjhle under the Evidence Act. If the Bill 
is passed into law I think it will not only help the department but will 
W a source of trouble to the salt jnoducers. In this conne<-tion I may say 
fWht the country is groaning under the present arrangement in regard to 
salt; over and above this if this Act is enacted I apjirehend it will be a 
.source of great trouble to the salt producers and facilitate not the mlminis- 
tration of the Salt Department but the doings of the officers of that 
department. In this view I oj)j»o.se the Bill. 

Or. JATINDRA NATH MOlfRA S Like my friends Rai Jogendra 
Chmider (those Bahadur, and Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. I also beg 
to ( pjU'se this Bill. M\ print ipul is. as has aliead,\ been explained 

bv the previous sj>eakei>, that hi’bcrtd the picsence of jKdicc officer* 
along with the salt (ffi(eis dunm: the seaiches was (Htisitlered to he a 
.safeguard against possible errors of judgment on tbe part of the officers of 
the Salt Dejmrtment and the removal of this salutary provision might lead 
to coercion and terrorism. Examples are not unknown to the memlters of 
ibis Council where miscarriage of justice has been tbe result owing to 
unfettered searches made by the officers of tbe Salt Department, and the 
more we safeguard the interests of the j»eopie, the luetter for the whole 
countrv and the Government also. For these reasons I l>eg to oppose tbi* 

Bill. 

Rai MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA BMnduri I op^iose tbi* BiU. 
Gn tbe one band it may l>e said by Government that tbe asvistance of tbe 
police officers is neces^iary. On tbe other band it may be contended by tba 
people that tbe removal of tbe asaistance of tbe police will not lead to 
zuhm. Therefore, a great deal cf apprebention i$ felt cn tbe iubject. 
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Thi** nicauiJiP at the ven' outset was consiflered to be ajfainst the weight •£ 
public opinion and, therefore, any consequential measure that is taken by 
the Government of Bengal and the Bengal Legislative Council has thq 
same kind of reproach. It is high time for the Bengal Legislative Council 
to consider whether such a measure ought to be taken or not. If this 
measure is acceptable^ to the Council, then my only submission is that it 
may lie safeguarded by several provisions and the whole thing ought to be 
dealt with under the provisions of the Evidence Act. 


SHAH SYED EMOADUL HAQ addressed the Council in Bengali. 
The translation of his speech is a.s follows : — 

Whatever may be the principle underlying this Bill, the imposition of 
a tax on salt is at any rate undesirable. On the other hand, as the taxes 
have been generally increased, the people have lost their confidence in the 
Government- Having regard to the present position of the country, I do 
not think there should be any legislation like the Salt Tax. Wcause salt is 
a dire necessity for human subsistence. I hail from the mufassal and I 
am perfectly cognisant of the sentiment of the people that prevails there 
The niufassal people are fully opposed to the idea of any such drastic 
legislation. The enactment of a law of thi** description will create a very 
unfavourable impression in their minds, and I. therefore, warn tl4q^ 
Government not to launch into a line of action which will he extremely 
pun;‘»‘"' to law-abiding subject. I oppose the motion 


K 
the I 
hut ‘ 
])reN. 
thin ' 
tliiio 
the g 
I do . 


-•^’UINUDDIN AHMED: I think that the reputation of 
.•ry good amongst us. We are always reviling the police, 
e is going to he a very good lot. In this instance, the 
■ dice is going to safeguard the lUtere-'ts (»f the public ' I 
that if the salt olficei" he empowered to >earch and do 
• c police, there would not he a iluulity and the iiifiuein e, 
. of the police, would not hack these officers. Therefore, 
t we .should oppose this Bill. 


B.. a: •'^A CHARAN DUTTA : I also heg to opj>o«*e this Bill for 

the ^ that though it may W that the reputation of the police 

in not y friend. Maulvi Ynkuinuddin Ahmed, would like it to 

1 h', - iig that the searching officers of the Excise Department 

ond c are on a par. one would very much like to put a check 

upon The vagaries of one would certainly then receive some 

sort ♦ . and check from the other: at least that is the experi- 
ence ‘ king of laws of that nature. 

I ** 10 the provision in the Opium Act (as contraband opium 

h all' ‘ -ame footing as the contraband jwilt^ where after search 
and (i whole thing has to be banded over to the police officers 

for dc' 'on and sending up the case to the ^magistrate. There, 
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also, we have gSi this double agencT. It is reallr, no doubt, very deplor- 
able, that none of our agencies can be fully relied upon and that we always 
£ght shy of their actual operations during search. My friend certainly 
does not wish«that the salutary prorisions of search in the Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code should also be done away with, and therefore, when the police 
officers are called in, they have to comply with all these provisions of 
search. Further the criminals, the offenders I would rather use, under 
the Salt Act, if there are police officers present, will also get the benefit of 
certain sections, during their trials, of the Evidence Act, as to which, if 
the Bill is allowed to be discussed, I shall come while discussing my 
amendment. Sir, I have had the unfortunate experience of seeing at 
lea.st 40 to 50 persons from the oldest men)l)ers down to l>oys and girls of 
8 years recently at Cox*s Bazar --all brought uj) liefore the Subdivisional 
Officer for having manufactured a .small amount of salt at home for their 
own consumption and fined heavily. That is a sight which M-puld move 
any man. In order to protect even these people, if ilouhle agency is 
nece^'^ary, I think that Cffivernmeut Hhould not do away with either of it; 
and for this reason I would oppose the introduction of this Bill. 

The Hofi’ble Mr, il, DONALD: It is rather surprising that this 
Ccanicil which is generally oritirising and blaming the jv^lice should, 
at this time, make an attempt to retain them to .‘faf<‘guard the people 
jf^in^t tyrannies on the parts of salt officers. The Salt Tax may In* 
an unpopular measure but still .some luemWrs want not only the salt 
offirei»» Init aNo the police to a«lmini.stcr it, I should have thought from 
the t(.?ie cf this Council geuer.dly that this would l)e most unpopular. 
The whole* }w int of this amendment is retrenchmciU. It was sturt»*4l as 
sudi n’*<*r two yeai> ago. There was a s|iecial staff of 9 sul>-ins{>ectors 
-eo**tiTig over Bs. li.ftTK), and while examining the jHdice budget we jlouffieil 
the iKMS^ssity of this staff an<l thought that it could be done away with. 
If the ('ouDcil tlixows this Bill out, the Rs. 2,000 will have to Ik* provided 
again in the police budget and the police budget will go up once more. 
I do n^t know in what way the [iresence of |K>lice offieer«f, not inferior 
in rank to bead constables, will secure any advantage. That is the 
provision that is going out and ail that the Bill provides for. Some 
members want to Iceep it in as a safeguard. They do not seem to know 
the set'tion ot the Act. If they refer to it, they will find that liei'ore 
■conducting a search under this section, the officer conducting it must 
call in two or three res|)e<table inhabitants of the locality and then the 
eearch will be made in their presence. Thif is surely a sufficient safe- 
guard. TVTien you have got respectable inhabitants present at the 
time of search. I do not understand the necessity for a head constable 
or a sub-inf}>ector of police. It should not be necessary that the salt 
officer, with the safeguard of local respectable inbabitanis, should 
rec|utre an officer of the rank of a bead constable when be is conducting 
a search. That is all that the Bill aims at, and I must press therefore 
for tie consideration. 
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The motion was put and a dirision taken with the following result 

AYIt. 


AimitS, MAMhri Yahulnutftftfi. 

•aiMrjM, UM Hdfi'bit Hr iunndrM Natli. 
•amrjM, Rat ■tfiatfur Abtnaili Chaiidri. f 

•iriay, Mr. L. j 

0«r«y, Mr. W. L. 

OhautfhurU Mauhrl Shah Mubammatf. * 

Cfiaudhurt, tfi« Haii'blt thi Nawab Salyld 
Nawab All, KHan Sahadur. 

Cbaadbitry, Kban Rabadur Mauhrl Rabmatjan. 
Crawford, Mr. T. C. 

OoLltIo, Mr. J. A. I 

Day. Mr. 0. 0. 

Obnald, tbo Hoti'bit Mr. j. | 

Donovan, Mr. j. T. ' 

Imorton, Mr. T. 


Coodo, Mr. S. W. 

HomoN, Mr. W. W. 

Huntintford, Mr. C. T. 

Mabaraiadblraia Rabadur of Rurdwan* 

tbo Hon'blo tbo. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAloln, Mr. M. C. 

MoCay, U.-Cot David. 

Mufctrjoo, Mr. t. C. 

Rabcom, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, tho Hon’bto Sir AbdHirs 
RoborUofi, Mr. F. W. 
ihinnor, Mr. H. E. 
ittphonien, tbo Hon'bir Mr. N. L 
Vllllert, Mr. F. E. E. 


NOtt. 


Abmod, Kban Rabadur Maulvl Waolmuddtn. 
Abmod, Maulvl Raft Uddin. 

Abmod, Munobi «lalar. 

AOoy, Mr. 1. Mabboob. 

All, Maulvl lyod Muhaood. 

All, Munobi Amir. 

All, Munobi Wyub. 

Arbamuddin, Maulvl Kbandakar. 

Ranorfoa, Or. Framatbanatb. 

RbattaoHurji, nxhM Horn Chandra. 
Obaudhu... B«u.i Ktthorl Mohan. 

Cbaur* . K.'... Bahadur Maulvl Haftiar 
Rr- • - 

Chau*- «-• “ '"'ndranatb, 

CboWw . . . mial Karim. 

Oai, " r .Jrv. 

Oooo *»yarl Lai. 

Dull* •< - • Obaran. 

(diook. M.. ■ aofondra Obundor. 

Haq, ' .Jadui. ^ 

J•na^ Chandra. 

Karin. . *• 


; Khan, Maulvl Hamld<ud>dln. 

Makramall, Munthl. 

MallUi, Rabu turcndra Nath. 

, Mitra, Ral Bahadur Mabtndra Chandra. 

Meitra. Or. Jatindra Nath. 

. Mukhopadhaya, Rabu Barat Chandra. 
Mufllofc, Rabu Nirodo Bohary, 

Naiker, Rabu Horn Chandra. 

Ralkat, Mr. Fraoanna Dob. 

Raul, Maulvl tbab Abdur. 

, Ray, Rabu turondra Nath. 

Ray, Kumar thib tbokharoowar. 

Ray Choudhury, Raja Manmatha Nath. 
Roy, Rabu Jofondra Nath. 

Roy, Mr. BIjoypreoad llngh. 

Roy, Ral Bahadur Lalll Mohan fingh. 

Roy, Raja Manllolt Hngh. 

Roy Chaudhurl, Rabu tallaja Nath. 

' farkar, Rabu Jogoob Chandra. 

larfcar, Rabu Flohindra Nath. 

I ilnha, Rabu Surondra Narayan. 


ng 28 .and the Noes 42. th^^ motion was lost. 
- SENT S Oifler ! Order ! 


0 ( ^ 
rur' 
foi 
foil 

the 

and 

Bill* 


.v-y the (fovernor has Wen pleased to order that if the 
/iness set down for the 2nd to 5th July is completed 
day than the time fixed, the private business set down 
and 10th July shall be taken on the davs immediately* 
on which the Government business is concluded, 
fore the Government business be concluded to-morrow> 
Xon-official MemWrs’ Bill will be taken on the 4th 
•dutions on the 6th. 

Mt business continues to the 4tb Xon-offiicial Members* 
• on on the 6th and 6th and Hesolutions on the , 
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Tka Han'bla iir SURENDRA NATH lANERJEAi I move that the 
Hoase will b? gracioujily pleased to grant me leave to introduce a 
Bill to amend the Calcutta Municipal Act of 1923. The object of thia 
Bill ia set forth in the Statement of Objects and Reanona which has 
been circulated and is in the hands of Hon'ble Memliers. It will not 
the^fore be nece.«sarv for me to refer to it at any considerable length* 
Sir, it may seem strange that it should l>e necessary to amend an Act 
which is only a few months old and which has not yet come into 
operation. But, Sir. the House will remeiubei that the Calcutta 
Munic ipal Act of 1923 is a big and comprehensive measure comprising 
over 5(Kt sectiiuis including sul»-«et tioiis, embninng ever 20 schedules, 
some of which might fairlv clami t*) l>e miniatuie Acts by them* 
«elve.s: and Sir, in n great undertaking of this kind, omissions are too 
likely to take place. We must all recognize (»ur limitniions and the 
impt*rfe( ti( ns of human performance. There have lunm some nmissii ns 
in the ('aleiitta Municipal Art and we are here trying to supply them. 
One of these (imission.**, the most imi»ortant one, to whi'di reference 
has been made in tlii.** Bill, is that we have not made any ])rovisjon for 
the imjH.sitioij of rates and taxes for the year 1924 in the added area; 

have we provided any organization for the iiur]M)se. These are 
KTious oinissit ns and they have to be made good. .Sir, we take advan- 
tage cf this ( p[K)rtunity to render what sch'Ui.s to my mind to l>e an act 
of the bare.st justice to the inhabitants and the rate-payers of the added 
aiea. They will lut. certainly foi the first year, pos‘*3}dy for a few 
years bmger, enjoy the amenities which aie the possession of the jH^ople 
of Calcutta; and it is onlv light tfiat there should W a differentiation 
in the nites and taxes paid by them, and we propose, uudei the BHl, 
that for the first year the rates and taxes in the added area should lx* 
the »iame a.s they are now, and for the next four years the matter will 
W left to the disnetif II of the Cori>oration. Sir, ( ur Calcutta Municipal 
Act i-TiT democratic piece of legislation and tho [uincij>le of democracy 
i.s emliodied in this f»hort Bill. We provide that on the General Com- 
mittee, which is to fix the nites for the added area, foi 1924, there ahall 
be T representatives from Chitpore-Cossifwrc*, Maniktalla and Garden 
Beach. 3 from Cos.sijK re-Chitjiore, which is the biggest of all the muni- 
cipalities, and 2 from each of the ether municipalities. Therefore, we 
provide in this Bill what seems to us to be a liare act of justice and we 
make an arrangement which is consistent with the democratic principles 
which find a prominent place in the Calcutta Municipal Act. 

I desire to say in this connection that a deputation waited upon me 
—n Muhammadan deputation headed by Nawab Kujat Ali and other 
Muhammadan leaders — and they pressed upon me ibis very point which 
I am now trying to insert in this Bill. Further, in my conversationn 
with the representatives of Maniktalla and Cotsipore mnnicipalitiea 
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I found that there was a sense of anxiety and even of alaftn at the proa- 
pect of taxation being screwed up to the point of the Calcutta rat^s 
which would be a serious grievance to these people. For these 
reasons, we have introduced this provision in the Bill. • • 

There is only one other matter to which I might refer — and that is 
the last section in the Bill which modifie.s section 20 of the Act. It is 
really a dnifting matter. We make clear our intentions in this section, 
viz., that those who pay Rs. 12 as rates for the year ending 30th Septam- 
ber .shall be qualified to vote. I do not wish to detain the House any 
longer. T beg to move that leave be given to introduce the Bill. 

[Here Mr. Deputy-President t<x)k the Chair.] 

The Secretary then read the short title of tho Bill. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I move that the 
Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the names given in the 
agenda, and with your permi.ssion, plus the names of Mr. Willis. Mr. D. 
C. Ohone, and Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, with instructions to submit their 
report in time for its consideration by the Council at the next Autumn 
session. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: T ri«e to support this Bill. 
wi.sh also to take this opportunity to sugge.st that the .srope of this amend- 
ing Bill Iw ^I'^’-htly widened. When the Calcutta Municipal Bill was 


being *1 in tbi» Council a few mouths ago, strong objection was 

take* ' 'A Inch related to the taking of the oath by all the Council- 
lorn I • < 'a Corporation. I beg to suggest in this connection that 
this ' • ted from the Act. • 

t :Y-PRE8IDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray): The 

(jiu'si < *10 House IS thaj the Bill bt‘ reterred to a Select 

nutti of Babu Surendra Nath Ray, Mr. H. P. Ibival, Mr. S. 

W. fi ^atindra Nath Basu, Mr. S. R. Das. Rai Dr. HartJhan 

Dutt Mr. D. J. Cohen, Babu Surendra Nath Mallik, Rai 

Fani' 'ahadur. Babu Hem Chandra Nasker. Mr. S. Mahboob 

Alev. ‘Hsim Ali. Khan Bahadur Abdus Salam, Babu Amulya 

Dhoic Willis. Mr. D. C. Ghose. Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq and 

the n. ' w-’siructions to submit their report in time for its con- 

«idenr .’ouucil at the next August session. 

Tb- ' then put and agreed to. 

- ::8f Smobt-NuiMiiOM (Amndm w t) Bill« 1928. 

Th: 4 , DONALDt I beg to introduce a Bill further to 

omenc ^ : Smoke-Nui*auces Act, 1905. The Council having 
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tk^fnrn out one retrenchment meaenre wiU probably give more considera* 
lion to this one. This is a measure which forms one of the recommenda* 
tions of the Retrenchment Committee. It is intended to give power to 
raise fees for the testing of boilers and the services of inspectors. 

The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. 

TIhi Hon’blt Mr. d. DONALD: I move that the Bill be taken into con* 
sideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hofl'bla Mr. <1. DONALD: I move that the Bill, ns introduced in 
Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


The Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERJEA: I move that (he 
Calcutta Improvement < .Vmeiidmeiit > Bill. 1923, be referred to a Select 
Committee cou.si.sting of hon’ble meml>ers who‘*e names are in the agenda 
paper and with your permission, plus the name of Mr. W. L. Carey, with 
instructions to submit their report in time (or its consideration by the 
(^ouiiril at the next August .^es^ion. 

Mr. DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is that 
the Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill. he referred to a 

Select Committee consisting of Mr. H. P. Duval. Mf. S. W. Gomle, Mr. 
T. Emer.son, Babu Debi Prosa<I Khaijnn. ^fr D 3. Coben, Balm Surendra 
Nath Mnllik, Babu Xitya Dhone Mukherjee. Mr. I). C. Ohos<», Uai 
Harendranath Chaudhuri. Mr S Mahboob Aley. Mr. H. Barton, Babu 
Amulya Dhone Addy, Mr Carey and the mover, with instructions to iub* 
mit their repoii in tirin' for its < OTiHidernrn.n by the Council at the next 
Augus^yssion. 

The Ciotion wa.s fmt and agre*‘d to 


The Bengal Children (Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

The Hon'ble 8ir ABD-UR-RAHIM: I beg to introduce a Bill to 
amend the Bengal Children Act, 1922, with a view to facilitate its early 
extension to the town and port of Calcutta and Howrah. 

This Act was passed a year and a half ago by this House with a great 
deal of enthusiasm, but owing to want of industrial schools to receive the 
children, we have not been able to give effect to the Act. The financial 
condition of Government has been such that it was not possible for Govern* 
ment to set up industrial schools for the purpose of giving effect to the Act, 
but we are anxious that those provisions in the Act that can be given effect 
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to even though we have not got certified echools should come into operation 
at once by amending the Act. Therefore, this Bill empowers us that so 
far as it is possible, the Art may be given effect to even if^we are not 
ready with industrial schools and other equipments necessary in such 
connection. 

The Bill consists of only three sections. The object of the first is that 
a part of the Ac t may be given effect to although it may not be possible for 
the other parts of the Act to be apjdied. Then the next section proviSes 
that no order shall he passed by the Magistrate sending children to indus* 
trial schools until there are industrial schools ready to receive the children 
and such orders can only be passed to the extent of the accommodation 
available. The third clause is to obviate the difficulties that have arisen 
with respect to the place of detention and trial. We have got in Calcutta 
a house of detent i(ui ten children and that is also the place where the 
children are tried, but we aie advised that we cannot use that place 
for the custody oi ioi the trial (d ihildien who may W arrested in the 
suburh, 7.C., in Ali|>on*, and we thought that it would be advisable that, 
we sliould so amend the Act as to enable us to use the House of D(*ten» 
lion or the riiildren’s ('ourt in Calcutta foj the purpose of dealing 
with tile childK'ii who aie arrested for offences committed in AlijKue. 
This is the entire srojM* of the Bill and I In'g ii( w U intre dtice it hoping 
at the same time that the fhaiitahle public oi Bengal would make it 
|M)s».ih)f ff ’7 t ^(^^■eI miienl to inticduce the whole A( t as soon as possible. 

’* • . ..1 V then read the short title of the Bill. 

•' Sir ABD*UR*RAHIM • I move that the Bill be taken into 

con 

' as put and agreed to. 

T Sir ABO.UR.RAHIM: I move that the Bill, as intro- 

du( t ' be passed. 

I as put and agreed to. 

TN St. Thomas* SoKool Bill, 1S23. 


h* — L .ohargoof EUROPEAN EDUCATION (tho Hon*ble the 
- Bahmiur of Burdum): 1 rise to introduce a Bill to 
prov management and future location of the St. Thumaa* 

Scho * \i\ and for the making over of Sf. Thomas’ Church in 

Calc.. ti ecclesiastical authorities. 

T *e the necewtity of this Bill I munt recapitulate the 

histo' •'♦itution which we all know as “ The Calcutta Free 

Scho* h is to be known in future ns ** St. Thoma.s' School, 


Calcu 
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previous to the year 1756 a charity was foun<kd in 
Oalcutta ** foi* the support and education of 20 boys, the children of 
Britiah subjects in indigent circumstances/* In 1756 Siraj-ud>Dowiah 
captured and plundered Calcutta and destroyed the Old Church, In 
1757 Mir Jaffar Ali Khan had to pay a large sum of money in compen* 
nation for the damage done and a ftortion of this money was made over 
to the charity to which I have just refened which was then variously 
called the “ Old Charity School Fund and the Free School Charity.*’ 
In 1787 the Select Vestiy* of St. Johu*s Church took over the Charity 
Fubd and the School. 


In 1789 a second institution was founded under the name of the Free 
School Society. The purpose of this Soi iety wa^* declared t4i l>t» “ the 
education of children whether orphans or the offspnng.s of indigent 
paients/’ This institution was to lie .sup|iorted by subscriptions from 
all claaaes of the community ami any |»erson subscribing 8tK) tticea 
rupees in lieu of a monthly contribution ha<l to Ih» considered a sub- 
scriber for life. Subst riljers atol benefactors could nominate cliildieu 
for admission to the benefit', of the fuml. The management was in 
the hands of the (lovernor-tienerul I*ntron, four ladies r«*sident in 
Calcutta ns honorary (ioverne,sse„. the Select Vestry ot the town of 
Calcutta for the time being niui six other (loveinois (hoMOj every 8 
years by the .subset i be is. 

• • In 1800 the two insrjtutions weie amnlga:nn<ed ami tlo‘ amal^Mtmated 
institution was theno'foiwaid admiiii'teicd b-- the VM„f}v. In ISl'l 
three extra Governorv weie added. In bSlo Ili.^hop Middbooii became 
patron of the institution at the icfiest nt the (b)vcimu’^. Thi' wa^ tin* 
)>eginnitig of the connection l)etvreen tin* Bishops of ('nb-utta and the 
Flee School. In 184.S the ronstitution of the (Toveining Jb>d\ wa*. "o 
fixed as to con.sist ot the (iovernor-fteiieial us Pa’ron. the Bishop ot 
Calcutta aj. Virc-Pation ni.d Visitor, tiie ArcLdeaj'on of ('alcutta as 
Joint Visitor, and IT Goveinois. viz., the .Seleet Vestry of St, John’s 
Church (six in nuiubHn rr offtew^ two tfoveiLors ap|H>iut**d by the 
Gove rnm ent of India and four chosen by ih** subsc ribers. TTis consti- 
tution continued until IStJl, when in acroidame with a i^solution 
pa.ssed at a sjiecial meeting of the memlK^rs and subsrnl)c‘rs, the insti- 
tution was registered under Act XXI of I8b(t as a Society under tint 
name of the Calcutta Free School.” This arrangement continued in 
force until 1913. 

In 1913 the *provis ions contained in the memorandum of association 
of the C’alcntta Free School Society had proved inade^juate to the needs 
of the ftchool and the Governors consequently formed a new Scaiefy — 
the St. Thomas’ School Society which, with the sanction of this Govern- 
ment, was duly registered in the office of the Registrar of Companies 
under Act VI of 1892. The object for which St, Thomas' Society was 
fomied was to acquire and take over the Calcutta Free School in all 
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its departments and to carry on the school in accordance with the 
terms of the articles of association of the Society. 

In the same year the Governors of the Calcntta Free School Society 
applied to this Government for permission to dissolve their Society and 
to transfer all the school property to the St. Thomas* Sch<aol Society: the 
permission of this Government was necessary under section 13 of Act 
XXI of 1860 because this Government was contributor to and otherwise 
interested in the P'ree School. This Government considered the matter 
for about 3 years and in 1916 they replied that should the Calcutta 
Fn*e Schisd Society determine upon dissolution under section 13 of 
Act XXI of 1860 they were prepared to agree. But this Government 
found it necessary to add that the sanction of Government to the 
Free School Socie^v’s dissolution should not be taken as a guarantee to 
the S(K‘iety’H title to the projierty and that while Goveniment had no 
objection to the Frcn* School Society’s transferring, on its dissolution, 
such rights ns it hud to Si. Thomas’ Society, Government expressed no 
<>pinion as to the extent of the rights or the projierty transferred. 

In 1914 the Govemineut of Imba ngree^l to certain proposals put 
forward by this Government for placing a portion of the Kiddcrpore 
IlouHe b>tate at the dispo-ciJ of the Calcutta Free School, and this 
profHTty has since Ikhui len'<e<l to St. lliomas’ School Societ)*, Part of 
the s< h<H»l is already at Kuldei-jmre and the removal of the rest of the 
sclujol there is miiiuly a tjuestion of financt‘ dej^onding on the disjKXfal 
of the present site at a reasounhle pnee. So long as the present site 
M tniit* '! the title of the scliool thereto is n ]»t‘rfectly good de facto 
♦ ' t ! •; the pur|KJses of conveyance the title i.** not so satisfactory. 

" ■" ' Governors are nominaiJy the ronimitt(*e of the St. Thomas* 

no order was ever obtained \esting tlie }>rojX‘rty in the 
.t is not verv cknir wuert* precisely the title now lies, 
■rdinary (it‘n<‘iaJ M(H‘ting of the mcinl)ers of the St. Thomas* 
<y was held on the lilst May, 1923, and thi.s rnwHiug 
] llowing re.'iolutifMi : — 

‘he (fovernment <»f Bengal be asked to intnxl^e in the 
T!g>al Fegi‘'iutivc Council a Bill for the purjxise of vesl- 
tlie [irojuTty and management of the (’ivleiitta Frew 
Mool in a Board of (lovernors and declaring the trusts 
. i*e<»f; and »>f authorizing such Governors to cany’ out 
• rcnu>val of the school to the Kidderjwre House site or^ueb 
^er site or site.s as may Iw sanctioned ‘by the said Gov* 
uiont in its Education Department and to sell, mortgage 
• tberwiso disjH'se of the present site and to make such 
her provisions iu connection with the above objects aw 
be necessary.” 

Schixil site in Free School Street there is also titu- 
ati . *'** Church which was built somewhere about 182B partly 

by Titributiona from the School Funds. Thi« Church ia 
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ad^tion to being the School Chapel ia also a Parish Church. The title 
t|erein is also somewhat uncertain and the Society, the Governor# and 
the Local Oovemment consider it best that the property in the Churchy 
in view of the possible removal of the school, should be ^•ested formally 
In the prope? ecclesiastical authorities, i.e., the l^rd Bishop of Calcutta 
and the Archdeacon of Calcutta conjointly. Provision for this is made 
in clause 13 of the Bill. 

In the circumstances explained and at the instance of the Oovernon 
of 4he School and of St. Thomas' Society this Government has decided 
that the simplest and most effective way of enabling the authorities of 
the Calcutta Free School to deal with the situation which confront# 
them in |o legislate. Hence this Bill which has Wn drafted with the 
knowledge and approval of the Lord Bishop of Calcutta, the Chairman 
<»f the Goveniors of the C’nlcutta Free Schmd. 

The SecretiVT)' them read the shiwt title of the Bill. 

The Hon*bl6 the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR ef 
BURDWANs I In'g to move that the St. Thonint* School Bill, 1923, be 
iclcrrcd to a Select ('i>minittcc* consisting of Mr. II. P. Duval, Mr. W. 
W llornell, Mr. S. K. Das, Bnhu Suieiidra Nath Mallik, Mr. F. E. E. 
Villiers, Mr. H. Barton, Mr. W. L. Caiey ami mvself, with instructions 
to MihmJt their rejH>rt in time for its considerations hy the (’ouncil at 
•rile .\ugust sefsit n. 

Tic motion was then put ami agH-cd to. 


The Bengal Tenaricy (Utbandi Amendment) Bill, 1923. 

The Hoft’ble the MAHARAJADHtRAdA BAHADUR of 
BU ROWAN: 1 heg li avo to iiitrisliice a Bill to supplement and ameml 
*lf Beitgiil TenaiK’v Act, ISSo, in order to provide means wheiehy a 
nnifcirm annnul lent may 1 h^ fixcsl for lamU lield umler the custom of 
uthamli and to make further pruviMon in n-s|>e< t of such lands. 

In'Tlmng so I will not worry the Foum il with the an<'i»*nt history'’ 
of the s il»ject how sjK’ci.al proviMoii was inwrted in the Bengal Ten- 
ancy Act for uthandi laml in the teeth of oppositum from the Govern- 
ment t)f Bengal in 1HH5, how on and off there have been imjuiries into 
the matter and now wo have received evidences of dissatisfaction with 
the svstein from the tenanhe and indeed from tho landlord*. Most 
memlHT.s of the Ilouho will, however, want to know what uthandi is, 
for this is a local matter confined mainly to the districts of Nadia 
and Mursliidalmd. Frankly, T may fuy I cannot define it; in fuel no 
one has been able to define it proi)eriy. I can only explain it in the 
words given in the Statement of Objects and lieasons to the Bill. Tho 
holding is not fixed either in area or in position but (insists of a 
variable parcel or parcels ol land ascertained by muasurement or 



68 G0VEENME2TT BILLS. [2xd 

jDspeetion made at least once a year. The rent is for each year 
or season in respect of the parcel or parcels of land which has been 
ascertained by the said measurement or inspection to have been duAng 
the year or season in question in the cultivation of the raiyat. 

This is what it was. The system has, however, dey^oped in prac- 
tice into a species of settled cultivation in which it is undesirable to 
restrict the acquisition of ordinary raiyati land or to retard the 
sition of occupancy rights, which the present section, 180 of the ^mhgal 
Tenancy Act, does in theoiy and more effectively in practice. c 

The present Bill arose out of paragraph 14 of the Eepo^vof the 
Committee apixdnted to consider the amendment of the Bengal ^napcy 
Act. Briefly, it is proposed not to abolish utbandi but that in arrange- 
ment should be made for enabling utlmndi tenures to be converted into 
ordinaiy raiyati holdings. They also recommended that as the utbandi 
system was a local one affecting iKjrtions of a few districts only 
and had little c(jnnectiou with the main principles underlying their 
general amendment, the subject of utbandi shouhl lie treated sejjarately 
and dealt with by separate legislation. The present Bill wa« accord- 
ingly drafted. Befoie introducing it into this Council, I thought it 
w’ould be advisable to have the Bill published to obtain public opinion 
on (1) the Bill itself. the suggestion that utbandi should be 
<»ntirely abolished, and the »-ujrge«tir)iis to define utbandi and f>^hcr 
characteristic'* of utbandi which would have tie* effe«'t of stereotyping 
in Inw vhu’ wa.s hitherto left to cu<t<un.. It i.s obvious that the ju-etent 
]’. ’! i« < . - Ills a (« mpnmi'c between the tw(» extremes of the absolute 
■ utbandi and the insertion of the incidents of ut)>:uidi 
’ically in the Act and thu>i strengthening the hobl the 
' in ceitain di-triots. We have received a volume ot 

, *’<' subject, but the criticisms of those who know what they 

'm lit aie in the main favourable to the proposinl legislation. 

' orefoie, decided to iut reduce the Bill in the Council i\* it 

( f( 1 opinion witt the opinions leceived on it without making 
hauges leaving the necessary changes to be by the 

!t('e. On the two question# on which public opinion was 
hether utbandi should l>e abolished or whether a definition 
i, -‘V legal incidents of utbandi should be inserted in the Bill, 

t 'uve maile up their minds. There are some who desire to see 

t ' ; andi altogether. This extreme measure does not, however, 

1 , -uj>port. Moreover, there are still j>arts of Nadia to which 

i • suitable whilst it is difficult at this late hour to wipe out the 

p a stroke of the pen. As to the suggestion that utbandi 

^ I nod I shall not enter into any argument as to why Govem- 

li.. ~ . -h 1 to it. In the opinion of Government the Bill will benefit 

\)^ llords and the tenants; the tenants because it will help 

ti* tbandi lands converted into the ordinary raiyati land and 
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ib0 landliMndt b^oi • it will MTe them the tmuhle of ascertai&i&g periodic 
ca|P^ the lead under utbandi and the Inudj committed by their mnhi in 
undereetimating the area under cultiration. With theee worda^ I luik 
yotur permiaaion to introduce the Bill. 

The SecretaiT then read the abort title of the Bill. 

Hwi'ble file MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BIm|DWAN S I also move that the Bill may be referr^ to a Select Com- 
mitted eonauting of the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter, Mr. H. P. Duval, 
Mr. IDv D. McAlpin, Rai Sahib Mahendra Nath Gupta, Maharaja 
Kahauniah Chandra Roy Bahadur, Mr. Syed Erfnn Ali, Maulvi Ekranml 
BU^fi ^abm Bhiahmadev Das, and the mover, with inatructions to sub- 
mit their i^pport in time for its consideration by the Council at the nett 
August tesaion. 


Maiiainja KtHAUNISH CHANDRA ROY Bahadyrs I danot object 
to the pill being referred to a Select CommittcH». In faci from some 
|>ointa of view I welcome this legislation. But ai* a memW from Nadia— 
the district which is mainly affected by this measure — I may l>e jMirmitted 
to make a few observations at this stage. 

1 1 is not corrwt to think— and it will be a mistake if we pro<’eed to 
legislate on any such assumption - -that the system of utbandi is altogether 
In evil to the tenant or that it is an uumixed blessing to the landlord. 

[At this stage the Hon‘hle the President returned to the Chaml)er and 
book the Chair. ] 

Had it Wn so, the Government of liord Ripon and Sir Rivers Thomp- 
son would certainly have been the last to make an exception for it in the 
A.ct of ldh5. I would not go into an^bacademic discussion about the origin 
jf this system of tenancy which exists only in Nadia, Murshidabad and 
lome parts of the neighbouring districts. As matters stand now lK)th the 
landlord and the tenant are at the mercy of the utbandi amin and the 
Tillage gomatta. No doubt the landlord has the advantage of having for 
lis sto€#wf khas lands all fields which are not cultivated by the tenant in 
iny year; but the tenant too has the advantage of not having to pay any 
rent for the land he does not actually cultivate. A sy.stem which recfuires 
iie landlord to make an annual examination of every plot of land in the 
ield and keep his rent-roll in an almost constant state of unc.ertaiuty is, to 
lay the least, a nuisance, an expensive nuisance to him. I would, there- 
'ore, welcome the proposed Bill as a measure which would give the 
parties, when they so desire, a means by which they can gel the iysteyi 
dianged to one of ordinary raiyati holding. 

But, we should proceed with caution. It will be a mistake to think 
hat the existence of utbandi tenancies in Nadia and its neighbourhood is 
k matter of mere accident. The system is indigenous, a natural result of 
lie fMxmoniic and other conditions which prevail or rather prevailed in 

6 
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this local area. Ordinarily, no ocenpany rights would, aocording to the 
proviKionH of Hection 180, be acquired in lands where such conditions stjjl 
prevail. It is for the Select Committee to examine the question whether 
lands in which occupancy rights have not been acquired should not be 
excluded from the scope of thq proposed measure. 

The next point of importance is the determination Of the amount of 
what is' called in the Bill “ uniform annual rent.'^ It will be very hard 
on the landlord and not fair if, as a result of conversion, his rent-roll geta 
materially reduced. But the provisions in the proposed clause 8 of aee&ioa 
180(A) of the Bill make such a contingency quite possible, and in the 
hands of particular officers may become the general rule. I would submit 
for the consideration of the Select Committee that the rent to be deter- 
mined should not be less than the average of the rents of the preceding 6 
years, or any <»ther i»eriod which is taken as completing a cycle of utbandi 
cultivation. This will be in a line with the proposed amendment of the 
Commutation procedure in section 40 of the main Tenancy Bill; and 
following the same rules I would submit further that in cases of differ- 
ence, provision should be made for the payment of a premium to com- 
pensate the landlord even where occupancy rights have been acquired. 

On tlie analogy again of the proposals under ‘section 40 in the main Bill 
ami with the same object of protecting the poor middle-class people in the 


villag*^ who depend for their subsistence on the lands orcnsionally settled 
by them in uthamli, a provision, similar to clause o (ul of section 40 m 
that Bill, ‘‘eems necessary. I need hardl^v emphasize here that in the 
prt 111 I.. ^ of economic strain, the middle-idass peojde in our country 

it hard hit and nothing should he done which would make their 

• e acute, or reduce the value of the property they i>osses8. 
proposes to restrain thfc* procedure for conversion to the 
V Revenue authorities only. It ignores the fact that hitherto 

,s> uis have been, to a very considerable extent, effected by 

Ti aent l>etween the landlord and the tenant. At one time 

a. ’'ohably the prevailing system of tenancy in Nadia, but the 

n ! < Settlement has revealed that only al>out an eigb^'part of 

tV ,s now so held. Conversions by mutual agreement without 

n •' Revenue authorities or Courts should be eucourage<1 and 

t! -diould be clearly recognized in the law. 

. ojioses to fix the premium at three times the rent and that 
to. . fl only to lands in which occupancy right* have not been 

a diould submit here that it is ordinarily much higher, aome- 

t: as 10 to 15 times, I would, therefore, strongly urge that if 

li iiuittee at all retains the ‘‘non-occupancy lands,*' the 

p* • .1(1 l)e raised. It should be remembered that these conver- 

the first regular settlement of tamindar’s khas lands or at 

nr • ag a tenant-at-will a regular occupancy raiyat and so the 

ii*. uld not be deprives! of what he ordinarily gets by such 
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lastly, I n^uld submit that an endeavour may ba made to dafina Of at 
afiy rata dascriba ntbandi aithar as part of tha praaant maatura, or if tbat 
ba not i^ible, alonj? with the main Bill on tha Tenancy Act, It i$ not 
^finad in tha Act of 1885, as tha Hon'bla tha Mam bar has already iaid», 
and this has been a fruitful source of litigation in the past, and a dit^t 
incantive to distortions of the system and creation of hylwid systems iw 
different areas. As a result, the Courts are often cou^fused and mistakaa 
occur which make the confusion further confused. To add to thasa, tho 
recant settlement records have introduced new complications. I do not 
wish to criticise here the procedure adopted by the Settlement Depart* 
ment; but I would mention tbat there have been obviously conflicting 
entries in the record-of-rights in respe<*t of the incidents of utbandi lands. 
Perhaps the reason is that different ortlers were passed at different timesas 
exjverience was gathered in the course of (he proceedings. But the general 
effect has been far from satisfactory. New elements of confusing ideas, 
false hopes and false alarms have l>een iiitro<luce<l which mnlc^ the situa- 
tion worse. These have, no doubt, made the framing of a deHnitioii or 
even giving a description of utlmndi a difficult (ask and if neither be 
possible I would still welcome the Bill although it would merely j»rovide 
for a proceilure for conversion of utbandi lands. 

Rii JOCENORA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur! T hnv»‘ caicfxilly 
%%ami»icd the juovisions the Bill and I must say that it seems to mo 
to Is* a hasty pic<c of legislation by which neither the intett'Hts of land- 
lord' nor thos<‘ of tenants will he .served; on the contrary I Udievc that 
the interests of the tenants will he <leaily jeopurdiseil hy the j>ro]>os<»d 
provisions of the Bill. I will not sjH^ak of (he zamindais or the middle 
clnsse^ wIh) will l>e haid hit hy it, hut 1 will sj)eak of the tenants. Now, 
what is ptovided for in this Bill is^that the teiiaiits will have to |iay the 
average of rent nctimlly paid or payable to the landlord on account of 
lands cluiing the pn xjdus six years or during any shorter [MU-iod for 
which evidence may Ik* available. 

Sir, a? cvervhodv win* knows anything of the utbandi land ii 
aware that in nlhandi land two years’ gm^l rrcips are followed hy one 
year of no crop at all. and from that one year ol no ciojrs il it* the 
hindhtrd who has to suffer; he canimt realise rents from the men who 
got no crops whatsoever. Thert^fore, the provision that the tenants will 
have to jmy the average of h year* rent actually paid or payable will Ire 
A provision which will hit the tenants very hard. The tenants will not 
he able to pay it. Therefore, Sir, (he Bill will serve neither the intereats 
of the tenants nor tlurse of the landlords. Why should we la* hanketing 
after legislation to difturh the placid .state of things, the placid relation- 
ship (hat exists Iretween the landlords and the tenants? Why should we 
disturb the present state of things, by which a landlord is able to get as 
much as he can out of his land and the tenant is enabled to pay wuich ^ 
aft be can for the land. 


64 
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There ii» no reasan whataoeTer to diaturb this state €$ tbinga and 1 
am of opinion that this Bill is an ill-adriaed measure. « 


MaulW YAKUINUDDIN AHMEDs I beg to support ^s Bill. It 
is an attempt to give the tenants as weU as the landlords their dues. 
Maharaja Kshaunisb Chandra Roy Bahadur, who is supremely interested 
in this matter than anybody el^, has not opposed this Bill, and I am 
furprised to find that my friend in the front (Rai Jogendra Chunder 
Ohose Bahadur) has thought fit to oppose it. I think two years* good 
crops followed by one year’s bad crops or no crops does not matter, and 
the provision that a uniform annual rent is to be ensured to the zamin- 
dars is a provision for the good of the zamindars and is in the 
right direction, I am surprised to find that my friend in 
the front has opix>ffed the Bill on that ground. I think this Bill is an 
attempt at improving the et^onomic conditions of the districts in which 
uthundi prevails. There is every opportunity to the raiyat to improve 
his land if an annual uniform rent is ensuitKl to him. If the raiyat 
knows that so much he is to jiay whether in bad years or in good years, 
I think the raiyat will improve the land to its utmost capacity and tori- 
seqiiently the zamindars will gain by it. We know that when a land 
is taken by the raiyat, all efforts are made by him to improve the land, 
and if there is no stability in the rental, he does not take j?o much 
interest as is expected of him. That is the ideo prevailing in th^ 
mufassal. The raiyats when they have to jMiy rent take particular care 
,to the lands to their utmost capacity. Therefore, this law 

wil' i]»e cultivation of the land, ami in a short time harren 

la* !-rought under <‘ultivation in a way that will yield a crop 

<n. ‘^Ith these words, I suj^port the Bill. 
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VED EMDADUL HAQ uddre.sstHl the Council in Bengali, 
of his sjieech i*? at follows : — 

• isal of the codifications made by Jaimini and Manu, it 
.1 thos4^ who actually tilled the soil w'ere virtifltSy the 
\nd and I also concur with* the views expressed by these 
Cun anyone refuse to give the cultivators the right 
'^hip, who euc4>unter all sorts of hardship£ for the pur- 
.tion? It is impossible to calculate how many have lost 
upe jungles lieing attacktsl by wild animals. And it is 
-wihle to oonceive the idea that the descendants of the 
deprived of the privilege of enjoying the lands on 
said, their forefathers had sown the seed with inde- 
try. The great legal enactment Aini-Akbari and other 
MS made during the Muhammadan period conclusively 
'.enancy right of a raiyat was most clearly esiahUshed, 
: that it is highly unjust and inequitable that he should 
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htw no ligrlit Whatsoever for the land he culiivaiea. I have no conneo* 
tftHn with the nthandi sTstem and the system doet not obtain in my die* 
triet. Still 1 feel bound to say something on this i>ointy inaamnch as the 
snferers under this bad system are ai* good human beings as we are. If 
this HiU is passed into law, the tenants may be benefited to % great 
extent. I would, therefore, support the motion with all the emphasis I 
can command. 


“ 4 

Hai MAHENORA CHANDRA MITRA Bihmliiri Bai Jogendm 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur has been pleased to say that this Bill is an 
erroneous and ill-advised one. I consider that he is labouring under 
a great mistake. If we take into consideration the interests of the 
roiyats along with the interests of the snmlndars, it cannot l»e denied 
that the present Bill is a compromise lietwoeu the interests of the two 
particular kinds of holders of land. If one goes cait*ful]y through 
the provisions of the Bill, he will find that then' was a struggle in the 
mind of the framer of the Bill a.s to how to Ijalanoe the resjiectivo 
interests of the two clnsK«*s of the iieople. I congratulate the framer 
of the Bill for the considenition given to the prevailing H\stera of 
uthandi in various district h. Gi»e must consider the interest of the land- 


lord, but at the same time he must not forget the interest of the lalyats 
md it is the iKUinden duty of (fovernment to look to that interest. 
In the famous Noti.^catioii of ITftd, when the Permanent Seltlement 
wa.s gTant<Ml to the zamindnrs, it was declared that the inlere^ts (»f 
the niiyats as well a.s those of the landlords should he taken into con- 
sideration. Anyone who ha^ e.\|x»rience of the niufassal will understand 
that the |»osition of the raiyuts is verj* precarious; in some years the 
crop is good and in other years it*is not. Then what is tlie jKisition 
of the raiyuts The Bill attempts to s€h» that there is a uuifonnify of 
rent ns far as possible .so that the raiyat will not have to suffer and 
at the same lime the landlord can lf>ok to the land which they may 
consider as a very* good laud. Of all the jyrobleins of land tenure, the 
utbnndtMlenure (I cannot use the won! ** tenure ’*), the holmng or Tlie 
utliandi interest, if I may us<* ih** expression, has n j»ectilia! meaning 
in the mind of the people. Those who have zikmindarie« in the mufassal 
will, everv' year, have to face the difficulties which the raiyafs put 
before the landlords. Certainly, therefore, on this ground I say that 
Bai Jogen<Ira Chunder Gho^e Bahadur is perfectly wTong in putting 
forth the point from the landlonls’ jKiint of view. All point's ought to 
be considered, and I again repeat that this Bill ought to be consitlereil 
by the Council with regard to all the various clauses which are to be 
found in it. I consider that many of the provisions demand mixhhcii- 
lions. I have every confidenc^e in the ability of the members of the 
Select Committee to consider them. I will not, therefore, trouble tne 
Council by making comments upon them. 1 will watt till the report if 
submitted to the Council by the Select,Committ«e. 
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The Hon’M tlM INAHARAJADHIflAJA SAHAOUR iff 
RURDWAN: At tliis Hta^e I do not think that I need add anjrthiflg 
iurther to what I have already said in introducing fkia BiH. The 
Maharaja of Nadia in himself a member of the Select Committee whicji 
1 have proposed, and knowing, as I do and as the Government know, 
that he 4s one of the best landlords in his district, I am sure That we 
shall receive every help from him in coming to a compromise which 
♦will be fair both to tha landlords and to the tenants. 1 am glad to find 
that the reception given to the Bill at this stage is so enoouragfng. 
Afy friend, Rai Jogendra ChunderGhose Bahadur, who sometimes takes a 
iwssiroistic. view of things with a face which makes one feel that 
he tries to app<?ar more pessimistic than he really is, wanted to point 
cut, I think, what was at the back of his mind, that the utbandi raiyat, 
even if he has got no crop from his land, will have to pay the rent 
and from that point of view, it was unfair to the tenant. Normall5r, 
when there is no crop in any i>articular year, the utbandi tenant does 
not have to pay rent. That is all that I wish to say at the present 
moment and I sincerely ho|>e that at the next session of the Council we 
•hall be able to produce a Bill to receive the due consideration of the 
Council. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


lUmiMINTARY OEINANDI fOR CRANTt. 

0^^?* RtvRnue ExpRndlturR Rnanoed from Ordinary Rovanuot. 



> 

1 


c 

fi- 


n« 

tl’ 


:-o*blo tha MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 

! 1 move that a sum of R**. 175 be granted for the purpose 
ri\l( uttn House Allowance to Babu Binoy Ranjnn Haidar, 
i.*‘iiiecr. Khulna Division, for the month of December, 
'Ufit being meUfroni the cunent year’s voted granf for 
under the head “ 15. — Other Revenue Hxi^eriditure 
ttrdinarv Revenues.” 

ruaii was appdnted early *in Deceml)er. The demand w 
♦‘Twise he will not get the Calcutta house allowance for 
As there is no op[>osition, I beg that the demand be 

• was put and agretnl to. 


- -Buporannuation Allowanoas and Pantiatit. 


: Mr. d* DOHALDt I move that a sum of Rs. 10.000 

be expenditure under the head “ 46. — Superannuation 

Al! - d Pensions ” in connection with the creation of a com- 
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All memb^s huve probably Men the liaoltttion wbleb vat itaiie3 
% Ibe Gazette the other day. Tbit proviaion it intended to provide 
for help to the families of offitcera left in indigent circumitanoea 
{hrongh the^premature death of the person npon whom they depended 
for help. No other allowance it admittible to their familiea. It* it 
merely to meet catet of this nature that the fund it being tTarted. If 
an officer diet a premature death, it it often desirable to provide hit 
family with aii allowance. The Council will, I think, agree thal thig 
is a very good measure. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


41.— Civil Works. 

MIHI8TER in okorgo of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC .WORKS (tM 
Moffi'bli the Nmab Ssiyid Hemet Ali Cktiidliuri, Khan Bo1Mur)i 

I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 51.322 be grantcnl tinder the head 
41. — Civil Works ” for the construction of the External Maternity 
Departments in connection with the £don Hospital. Calcutta. 

The motion wa.s put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This disposes of the Official Business. We 
*dball take up the Non-official MenilM?rs’ Bills to-morrow. 


Ad|ournm4nt. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 r.M. on Tuesday, the 3rd .July, 
1923, at the Town Hall, Cal<I‘utta.* 
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PrMMingi 9l tiM Bancil LegMativ* Cowwil MirnkM mihr 
tiM provisiom of the Co«*mmaiit at India Aot. 

The CouDcil met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 3r|j July, 1923, at 3 p.m. 

Pretent: 

The Hon^ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 97 nominated 
and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to whioh oral answers were given). 

Eligibility of politioal offenders m oandidates for eleotion to the ^ 
Boftgal Legislative Council. 

•VIII. Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: Will 
the Hon’ble the Memlier *in rharf^e of the Appointment (Legislative) 
Department he pleased to state whether the Government have come to 
any tlcci.siun as to the eligibility of [persons who underwent imprison- 


me'*' "*T ; 'Mcal offences as candidates for tlie next general election 
to.. , legislative Council? 

In oHarge of APPOINTMENT (LEGISLATIVE) 

DC: ::T:.:r::T (the Hon’Mo Sir AhdMir»Rahiin)t No deciiion ha« been 

SIT’ 


- -n on the report of the ** Greaves Conunittoo.'’ 

: .. MANMATHA NATH RAY* CHOUDHURY: (a) Is the 

Ho' mber in charge of the Political Department aware of the 

wii: outent, in Bengal, due to Government not taking any 

act’ ' ;x)rt of the “ Greaves Committee ” for the separation of 
the • - executive functions? 

’ e the Government considering the desirability of taking 

stei ... . date to give effect to the recommendations of the said 

Con 

r n ohargs of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bit 

ifr. :**fOnton): (a) Government are aware that those who are 

intc. question desire an early decision. The sugge.Htion that 

no ft • g taken is incorrect. 
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(h) As waf proniiied last March a scheme for mpMlMtim hat baaii 
dpiwn op. It ioTolTes a radical alteration in the oonditmnt of itvani 
servioety and further examination has shown that before effect could he 
IpTcn to the^recommendations of the Committee numeroua important 
decisions must be made. The scheme is still under the oonsideration of 
OoTemment and some further time must elapse before a decision can 
be announced. The subject is receiving continuous attention. 


The peraonnel of the Committee aiifwiiitatf to aaoortaiii tlio oouati of 
ufiemployiiwfit among tlio educated middio olaii. 

^X. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INCH ROY Bahaduri (a) WiU the 

Horrble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries l)e pleased to state the personnel of the Committee which 
has recently Wn appointetl to ascertain the causes of unemployment 
among the educated middle class of Bengalis and Anglo-Indians? 

fh) Will the Hou’hle the Minister be pleased to state the object for 
which the (’’omniittee has been appointed; its number of sittings sine© 
its creation with a statement of work done at each meering? 

• • Will the Hon’ble the Minister l)e pleased to state whether all 
the evidence, which will Ik? Itiken, will Ik* only oral or documentan^ or 
both? 

{(1) Are the (fovemment considering the desirability of taking 
statistics for the actual nuutber of the unemployed in each district, if 
pos.sible, to accomplish the object in view? 

MINISTER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of ACRtCULTURi tnd 
INDUSTRIES (the HonOilo tlio NawM» Smyid Nowali Ali OHoudliurii 
Khtn Bahadur): o/) and (ft) — First part . — The irieniljer is referred to 
this IX^Mirtnient resolutions No. 5579 Ind., datcnl the 18th November, 
1921J. amTN«>. K>5G Ind., dat<Hl the 28th March, 192-*1, published in ibe 
Calcutta Gazette of 22nd Noveml>cr, 15122, and 4th April, 1923,TeapoC- 
tively, and this Deimrtment notification No. 291 T.A.I., date<l the 5th 
flay, 1928, publi8he<l in the Calcutta Gazette of the 9tb May, 1928, 
which contain information about the personnel of the Commilleo and 
its object. 

ih) Second pari . — The numWr of meetings held so far is three. The 
following work has been done since the creation of the Committee:^ 

First Mcrrixo. 

(f) Selection of Dr. Pmmathanatb Banerjea in place of Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur, deceased. 
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t0U) tlUI.T 


(tt) Appoinlmafit oi a sub-committee to inatitute jpi<iimt«aiy inqui- 
ries into the literature already existing on the subject of u:^employmeot 
and to formulate a simple set of questions fm* information bearing on 
the problem. 


Second Mebtiko. 

(it!) Consideration of the report of the sub-committee and deciding 
the form in which the questionnaire should issue. 

Tried MErmro. 

(iv) Circulating a note on the work done, so far, for information of 
the newly appointed members, and finally approving the questionnaire 
and the list of persons and public bodies to whom it should be sent. 

(c) Both. 

(ff) The Committee are considering the matter, but have not so far 
come to a decision. 


UnsUrred Questions 

(ansKvors to which wore laid on tho table). 
Rooonstruotion of the bridge over the Atrai. 

44. Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURIt Will the Hon ble the 

Mr- • r - !iaigi* of the l)ei>i»rtnvent of Public Works be pleased to 
sth'- ^ 

the reconstruction of the bridge over the Atrai near 
'•gH(»n railway station on the Behar section of the Eastern 
gjd Hail way is likely to In* finished ; 

or old materials are l»eing used tor the reconstruction of 
bridge ; * •• 

sufficient space will be made available for country 
to \ya»H under the bridge pt the time of high flood? 

:: in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (tba 
• *sawab Baiyid Nawib All Cbaudhuri, Khan Bahadur): 

! t»n>t!uction was completed on 4th June, 1923, and the 
- reopenetl foi trafH<\ 

. .n girders are second-hand, released from another bridge 
•*ans have been substituted. The cross bearing girders 
. .CIS have been built up from new material. 

..dway under the reconstructed bridge at high flood levef 
vhich should be ample for country boats to paaa. 


Ho* 

bri- 

wh* 

ovf 

is '« 



^ Wp ^t luliw iw t tt OhM P fMld w o K MacMnlat Moatta. 

m. Mh JATiNDRA NATH lASUt (a) WiU the Hod’ U e the 
limber in cbtrge of the Judicial Department be pleaa^ to state whether 
the OoTemment hare decided to abandon the practice of appointing a 
practising lawyer to the post of Chief Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta P 
(b) If not, why was the practice lately departed from? 

^c) Is the appointment of Mr. Roxburgh to the office of Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, Calcutta, temporary or for any fixed period P If 
the latter, lor what period P 

MEMBER in charge of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’lilt 
Sir Abd>lir- Rahim) : («) The answer is in the negative. There is no 
practice that only a practising lawyer can he ap|»ointed to the f>ost. 
(h) The question does not arise. 

(r) Mr. Roxburgh has not been appointed either tempocarily or lor 
any fixed period, but it is proposed to retain his services in the appoint- 
ment only as long as is found necessary. 


Fall in litigatiofK 

48. Bahu BHI8HMADEV DAS: (a) U the Hon'ble the MemW 
in charge of the Judicial Department aware of the considerable fall in 
litigation and conseejuent decrease in the income of pleaders? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleasinl to state whether the 
Government are considering the desirability of making some provision 
to improve their present deplorable condition ? 

Tht HOffPble Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) There was a falling off in 
the Duwber of suits in 1921 of alxmt \Z per cent, comparwl to 1920. 
The figure.^ ftir 1922 are not yet available, tlovernmeut aie not awar*» 
of any decrease in the income of pleaders. 

{b) No. 


EIccUtf mi nominiM membera of the local and didriol boardi 
in Pabna. 

47. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQt <a) Will the Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Department of I w^al Self-Government be 
pkased to state the number of elected and noniinateii member* of the 
local and district boards in Pabna from the different communities 
daring the last three terms of office and in the present term? 
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(&) Hu* tke pnniciple of safeguArdin^ the interest of the com*> 
miuitieB and police-stations not adequately represented by election 
from the local boards to the district board of Pabna been observed in 
tbe case of the present nominationP If not, why not? » ^ 


MINISTER in oMvgo of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the HofPMo Sir Surendra Nath Banerjaa): (a) The 

numl)er of Hindu, Muhammadan and ea ojficio members of the last 
four boards is noted below : — * 


Eiwenn. AfrotunD. 



Hiada. 

MabftmxojuSftO. 

Blndn. 

Ui^ainiDftdaa 


Sadar Pabna District 

Board — 

1912-13 

4 

4 

2 

3 

3 

1915-16 

2 

0 

3 

1 

4 

1918-19 

4 

4 

1 

3 

4 

1921-22 

10 

(i 

1 

4 

3 

Pabnn Local Board — 

1912-13 

f; 

1 

1 

4 


]91f).lG 

3 

1 

4 

4 

% 

1918-19 

4 


3 

5 


1921-22 

10 

o 

1 

5 


Si- -ir; ‘ ( al Board — 


2 


0 

1 

1 


2 

c; 

0 

1 

1 


1 

7 

2 

1 

1 


0 

G 

2 

4 



- snialb'r rouinuinitios, the information is rfUt readily 


O' 

-.liious are used to rectify inequalities in communal repre- 
se* • -h the elections may produce. 

lonment of seats between the different thanas is made so as 
t<* *te representation to each. 


Oalivory of Jiidgiiionta in Criminal Courts, 

H SYED EMDADUL HAQt (a) Is the Hon’ble tha 

M' - Hrge of the Judicial Department aware of the fact thal 

in nal Courts judgments are generally delivered at 2 o'clock 



m]i4 tJiAt ilie piTion^ who m aenteoced do not ^ tnAoiofllt timo to 
io4p appeal on the game day ? 

(h) If 80, will the Hon'ble the Member be tdeaaed to atate whether 
thp Govemmwit are considering the desirability of redressing this 
grievance? 

Tlia Hoilllla Sir ABD«UR*RAHIM2 (o) and (b) Government do 
not Depose to take any action in the matter on the ground that it 
will oe an unwarrantable interference with the discretion vested in 
the Magistrates by the law. 


Appointment of honorary praaohen in Jailt. 

48. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) lieen 
drawn to the notice of the resolution given by me in the last session for 
the appointment of honorary preachers in jails? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble the MeiiiW l)e pleased to say whether any 
swell preachers have been apiwinted, and if so, to slate the names of 
tMdistricts and jails where sucii preachers have l>een appointed? 

MEMBER in ohargo of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [JAILS] 
(tho Hon*ble Mr. H. L. Stophenson): ia) The answer is in the affir- 
mative, 

(b) The member is referred to the Annual Jail Administration 
Refiort which contains the information. 


^ |xoavation of tanks on the Eastern Bank of the 
Damodar Embankment. 

50. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadiiri (a i Will the 
Hon'ble the Member in (barge of the Department of Irrigation l>e 
pleased to state whether there is any notification against the excavation 
or re-excavation of tanks, etc., beyond 50 feet from the slope the 
eastern bank of the Damodar Embankment? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the 
table a copy of the said notification ? 


MEMBER in eharga of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tha 
MofinMo tha MoiiaraJwiSiraia Bahodur of Biirdirafi)s (a) There is no 
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particular uotification against the excaTation of - tanks^n^but Uie Danio* 
dar I>eft Embankment, being a Government embankment (Schedule al), 
5o. 32), section 78 of the Bengal Embankment Act, II of 1882, will 
apply in the case of a tank excavated near it if they diiginish the effi* 
ciency of the embankment. 

(6), The question does not arise. 


BiH for tfio oofitrol of Sooofulvy Eduoitiofi. 

51. Sir ASUTOSH CHAUOHURI: Will the Hon ble the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state — 

(0 whether it is a fact that a Bill for the control of secondary 
education in Bengal has been framed by the Government; 

(ii) whether the opinion of the Senate of the University has been 
obtained on the iirovisions of the Bill; if so, what is it; 

(in) whether the Bill has lieen submitted to the Governor-General 
for sanction to its introduction into Council and whether 
his sanction has lieen obtained or not ; 

(ir) whether the Government are i>re|)nred to lay on the table a 
copy of the Bill and the correspondence, if any, between 
the Government of Indie and the (fovernment of Bengal on 
the subject; 

* 'oether it is a fact that the Government of Assam has opposed 
the Bill; 

■ 'lethei the (iovn rinient are prepaied to lay on the table the 
..oire>i>ondence that has jms>M*d l»c1ween the Government 
d Bengal and the (iovenimcnt of Assam on the subject ? 

*ER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCAYION (tho 

P. C. Mitter): {i) Yes. • 

The rejxirt of the Senate is confidential and Government 
•*' unable to divulge its contents. 


the Bill is still. under di.scussion. Government are unable 

* the table. There has been no correspondence with tbo 

* of India with regard to it. 


the Government have not yet come to a final dedaion^ the 
• ce cannot be laid on the table. 
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JUiluitAiMtf hnai fw dM OraMI Trunk 0«Ml Pr^Mt 

* 

n. Ubu MTINDRA NATH NAlUl (a) It Uw Hoa’bl* th* 

llraber in cbnrge of the Department of Irrigation aware that thunirti 
a declaration for acquisition of lauds for the Grand Trunk Canal pro- 
ject in the Tillages of Patipukur, Dakhindari« Bagjoli and other Tillage# 
in the district of 24-Parganaa. being declaration Xo. 6433 L.A.* dnteS 
the 2nd August, 1920, wa» published in the Calcvtta Oazftte on the 
4th Ituguai, 1920, no step has yet been taken for the actual acquisition 
of any of the lands in the said riflages comprised m the said declara- 
tion, nor have the lands in those villages l)een released from acquisition f 

(h) Is the Hoirble the Men»l>er aware that several iwtitions were 
addressed to the Secretary to the Government of Bimgal and ta the 
Chief Engineer, Grand Trunk Canal project, ibr exemption of the 
lands in the above mentioned xillairc*^ from mqtiisition. oi Jor complex 
tion of the accpiiMtion, but no action has yet l)een taken on the said 
petitions? 

(r) Has the attention of the Hon’ble the Menilier l>een drawn to 
the statements made ii> the sai<l in^itions that very* considerable lf>ss is 
being caused to the owners (d the lands in the said villages in couse- 
oueiioe of the sub>i‘»ten(e of tlo* dedaiaMon, as they cjintmt utilise tho«e 
lands to the l>est advantage, and sales and mortgages have come to a 
stand-still in c*onse<|ue!K‘e of the pendency of the declaration to the 
serious inconvenienfe and loss of the owners? 

(//) Will the Ilon’ble the Meniln'r Im? pleased to state whether in 
Tiew of the contemplated abandonment of the alignment of the Grand 
Trunk ('anal project the said declarjition, dated the 2nd August, 1920, 
l>e kept in subsistence for any further periml? If so, for what periodf 

(c) Will the Hun’ble the MemU*r lie pleased to state whether it i» 
in the contemplation of the (iovemment to comi>eusate the owners of 
the lands, subject to the aUive declaration, for the loss that they kavo 
suffered ix^ consequence of the subsistence of the declaration? 

Th# Hofi’ble the MAHARAMDHIRA4A SAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: (a) It is not correct to say that no steps have yet Ixeen 
taken to acquire the said lands ; 4f)S highas of land have been acquired. 
Xeither is it correct to say. that no steps have been taken to release 
lands from acquisition ; 856 bighas of land in the most jKJpulous area# 
have been withdrawn from acquisition. 

(5) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

id) The whole matter in connection with the Grand Trunk Canal 
is still under the consideration of Oovenunent. 

{«) 
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Cim ImM Ml IImum in ttiis Frttldtnoy. * 

83. Khan Bahadur Mautwi WAtlMUDDIN AHMEOs wai tlie 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Police Department be^leased to lajr 
on the table a statement showing the number of guns held on license in the 
province during the last five years, as well as during the five years ending 
on the 31st March, 1914 P 

liEMBER in oharge af POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hoii’ble 

Mr. ff. L. Stephenson): X statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to unttarred question No. S3 showing 
the number of guns held on license in the Presidency of Bengal 
during the years 1912-14 and 1917-21. 


Tw»r, 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1917 

1918 

•?0 

•J1 


n» fftui. (ineJnd- 
Im Hflw). 

. . 27,G08 
... 20,544 
... 2G,3T8 
... 2G,308 
... 25,895 
... 2G,718 
... 33,10G 
... 3G,828 


res are kept according to the calendar year. They are given 
•aly, the year in Irhich the present province was constituted. 


Administratiofi of the Revenue Bale Law. 

ztJU ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (a) Will the Hou’ble 
«• Mn charge of the Dt»i»artment of Kevenue (Land Revenue) 
lo state whether theit? is any circular order or any standard 
mil of the penalty which is charged as condition precedent 
. .. .on from sale of any revenue-paying estate under section 18 
♦ 1859 f If so, what is such limit ? 

:ie Honble the Member aware that in many cases in Chitta- 
*v^2, cent, per cent, penalty and even higher penalty was 
. such exemptions P 
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(c) Will tiiie Han*ble the Member be {>leetAed to hy on the tmbU 
a i^idiitenieiit showing for the districts of Chittagong* CotniUi end 
Ifonkhali for the years 1920 to 1922 — 

^ (t) the Dfimber of estates exempted from sales: 

(fi) the ntunbers of such estates; 

(tit) their annual sadar janrn; 

(tr) the arrear for which they were advertised for sale; and 

•(v) the penalty charged for exemption from sale^ 

(d) Will the Hon ’hie the Member l)e pleased to state whether it 
is in the contemplation of the Government to take any steps to remedy * 
the hardship caused by realiration of such i>eualties? 

MEMBER in oliarge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [iAND 
REVENUE] (tho Hon*bto the Mthartjadhirajt Bthadiir of Burtfman)! 

(a) In 1909 the Eastern Bengal and Asnam Board of Revenue issuer! 
general instructions. They jnencrilied that in general the penalty should 
not exceed Rs. 5 if the* arrear of revenue does not exceed Rs. 10, Rs. 10 
if the arrear be more thnn Rs. 10 but not more than Rs. 40, and 25 per 
cent, of the amount of the default in any other rase. In the same 
order they laid down that the i^nalty should lx* sufficient to act as a 
<fe4eiTent against future defaults. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) (t), (tii) and itr) The information is contained in Appendix VI 
of the Annual Laud Revenue Administration Report. 

(c) (ti) and i,r) The nuinWr of exempted estates is very large and 
the compilation of this in format u>fi would involve lal>our incbmmeu* 
flurate with its value. 

(d) No. The land revenue of many estates in Chittagong district 
i.s very small, l>eing in numerous ctises le.ss than Rs. 5. The collec- 
tion of petty arrears involves unnecessary expense for Government and, 
where th^ arrears are very small, a penalty of less than cent, per 
cent, would frequently be so small as to have no deterrent efect. 
Oovemment are unwilling (o insist on these petty estates lieing put 
up to sale where this is avoidable* aud therefore they approve of the 
system of penaltie.s being taken as a condition for exemption. There 
is no alternative to sale except deterrent penalties. The penalties in 
Chittagong district, where the majority of the exemptions referred to 
in (c) occuifed, were fixed by the Collector personally with due regard 
to the amount of the arrear, the number of previous defaults and the 
delay after the last day of im.vtnent in tendering the arreara. Govern- 
ment are aatiafied that the enforcement of punctual poyment is ulti- 
mattly in the interests of the small landholders concerned and are 
eatiffied that there has been no unnecessary hardship. 
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In ibe cate of some large estates Ooremment bar^ been isfonneii 
that default* have been deliberate, and that in the absence of s^^b* 
stantial penalties they would be profitable to the defaulters. 


Rmowii of ditqualiflMtion of oorttin bodloo in OlOO*tvii wi nivHiiivrv 
to the Bofigol Lagislativo Couneii. 

SB. Bibu AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon’ble the Member in chaige of the Appointment (I^gislatiTe) 
Department been drawn to the diAcjualihcation of a firm or body of 
individuals other than a joint family in election of members to the 
Bengal Legislative Council? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
the Government are considering the desirability of taking the necessary 
steps for removing the said disqualiheation in time for the next Council 
election ? 

The Hon’k^lt Sir ABD*UR»RAHIMt (n) The reply is in the affir* 
mative. 

(h) The reply is in the negative. 


Polling ititione in the 24*Pargtnts, 

HHi HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble the 
‘‘ ‘barge of the ApiKUTitment (Legislative) Dei>artuient be 

] fer to the facts disektsed in the answer to my uiistarred 

c 4 of the meeting of the 1st Apnl. 1921, and state whether 

b ; or is prejwred to issue uete>»saiy orders for increasing the 

1- • • :’^'lling stations in the 24-Parganas at the next general 

A 

V 

"Z :: .‘lilo Sir ABO«UR*RAHIMS Orders will issue in due course 
t' ' officers to provide as many more polling stations as pos- 

b: ‘he limitf of their resources, in the constituency referred 

t'- •• in others siimilnrly circumstanced. 


Soiootion of tUoi for poning stations. * 

1.. MALI N I NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in the Appointment (Ijegislative) Department be pleased 

to is the procedure for the sele<'tion of sites for polling 

at * ? general election for the Bengal Legislative Council? 
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Tit HttlMt Sir ASO-UR-IIAMlill Under the eIaoio«ml legult- 
tiipii the retttming officer select* sites lor poUi&g stations and h$ 
ia iastmcted to provide as many as possible, having regard to the 
number of pr^iding officers available with a view to enable voter* 
to^record their votes near their homes. 



Rootwmitmi t ttimt of tiii Mia Oommltttt* 

# 

50. Dr. A. SUHRAWAROYl (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Dejwrtment of Revenue (Jails) be pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of giving effect 
to the following recommendations of the Jails Committee: — 

(i) that the designation of Assistant Jailor be changed to Deputy 
Jailor; 

(it) that the pay of the Deputy Jailors should be • raised from 
Rs. 75 to Rs. 150 on a time-scale; 

(til) that the pay of Jailors should l>e not less than Bs. 200 and 
should rise at least to R». 450 on a time-scale; and 

(iv) that the Jailors should be gazetted officers? 

♦•(6) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that the work and responsibility of the Jail Service has con^ 
siderably increased recently? 

The Hon'Me Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON t Ya) The considerntinn of 
these recommendations has l>eeD held in abeyance {leuding the im|pove- 
ment of the financial position. 

(6) Tee. 


NoMfllcial MamlMri’ Billt. 

The Bifigil Viltige Chaukidarl (AsHMiiiaiit) BiHi ISSS. 

BMni INOU shush AN OUTTAs I move that the Bengal Village 
Chaukidari (Amendment) Bill, as introduced by me, be taken into 
consideration. This is the Bill: TMiereas it is expedient— 

Mr. PRESIDENT (tht Hon'hM Mr. H. E. A. Cotton) I I do not 

think that it is necessary to read the whole Bill, because it has already 
been introduced and all the members have got a copy of it. 

•Mni INDU BHUSHAN DUTTAi May 1 have the permission to 
make one verbal alteration ? 


7a 



68 NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. [3*d Jtot 

Mr. PRitIDiNTi It remains to l>e seen what syou mean hy 
“ verbal.’* # 

Bibu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTAt In clause 2 I find a statement 
as t6 the numWr of chaukidarg for a village^ and in tfil second pafa- 
graph the .words “ for a village ” have been omitted. 

Mf. PRESIDENTS You can bring that forward when your motion 
for the consideration of the Bill has been accepted. At the present 
moment, it is in the air. * 

BN^ INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: All right, Sir. I find some diffi- 
culty in moving this Bill to-day, because in the agenda paper that 
was circulated to us, it wa.s tabulated for the otii, and as I was unable 
to be pre.Heu( yesterday, owing to ill-health, only this morning I saw 
in the papcus that I would l)e caTled upon to move this Bill to-day. 
So, I am afraid I have not been able to get as much ready with the 
materials of this Bill as I might have wished. I hope that the mem- 
l)erg w ill kindly excuse me. if I fail to supply as much details as I 
would wish. 

It may }>e in the recolle( tion of the member’^ of thi.s C’ouiiril that 
in August last, a Chaukidari Amendment Bill was passed, which pro- 
vuled that the salaries of chaukidars should be determined by »the 
pftuchayets and not by the Distric’t Magistrate'^ as before. I Wg to 
submit tliat the natural coiollaiv of that Act is that the number of 
(huuKj-I,*m to l)e appointed loi a particular village should also be 
' A by the |muchayet of the village and not by the District 

' The main principle underlying the amendment which 

a d by thi.s Council, in Spite of the strenuous opiX)sitiou of 
• t, was this; — that he who pays the pijH^r shall call for the 
Tie u ho pays the tuxe.s shall have his representative to 
•• now the taxes should lie spent. Thi.s principle being once 
■ V' the Hou.se, I* think that its corollaiy* .should also be 
The IIoii.se decided that the salary of the chaukidar should 
••ed by the jmnehayet, and that being so, I do not see any 
the pauehayets should lie depri\ed of the right of deter- 
t the number of the chaukidars should be. The pauehayets 
the responsibility of finding the money. There is a limit 
•j’y that they can raise. Therefore, it is necessary for them 
oimlier of chaukidar.H, lest tj\e chaukidars’ pay bill should 
.uiiGunt that can he levied. 

• ‘liginal ('hnukid«ri Act of 1870, it was provided that the 
chaukidars should be determined by the iianohayet and 
Magist»ate. After working this Act for nearly 22 years, 
upon the Government to change that salutaiy principle, 
“*h 1 in vain for any serious cousequences that arose out of 
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tJii old Act. 'fet the Ootemiiient in 1S92, changed the old Act and 
antSititiited the Magietrate in jdace of the panchayet. 1 do not know 
whether that was the beginning of the ** steel frame theory, but 
the fact remains that in spite of the smooth working of the old Act 
the power was wrested from the panchayet, and placed in that inflexible 
steel frame, whose inflexibility should continue no longer. As I said 
before, this Council decidetl, in August 1922, that the old order must 
chan^. I beg to ask the Council again to-day that they ahould stick 
to tneir own decision and say that the number of chaukidars ahould 
be detet;iuined by the pancbayet and not bv the District Magistrate. 

This Bill has been fairly widely circulated among Government 
officials, and from the reports that Lave been sent in, I am glad to 
say that I do not find any ver>’ serious opposition. The Commissioner 
of the Burdwan Division, agreeing with only one Magistrate out 
of five, says something against this Bill. The other four Magistratea 
of his area agree that the Bill is innocuous and might be accepted 
bv Government, Some of them say that this Council having once 
accepted the theoiT that the salary of the chaukidars should be fixed 
by the panchayets, there is no going back on it and they must follow 
and say that the panchayets should also determine the number of 
<"hnukidnrs. Only the ('ommissioner of the Presidency Division has^ 
be^ pleased to raise the bugbear of non-co-operation against this 
Bill. It seems to me that when there is no serious argument tigainsi 
the Bill, an npfteal to the dangers of non-co-otH*rHtion is always a safe 
card to frighten the j^ople with. I think that this Council will agree 
that it IS a significant fact that the Commi.ssioners of Chittagong, 
Dacca and Rajshahi Divisions, who know more about non-co-operation 
than the other Commissioners, hav/ also supfiorted my Bill, and have 
Said that Government might easily accept it. 

Then, Sir, among the non-official bodies that have sent in their^ 
opinions, I find that one association has suggested that it is a piece* 
meal legisl|tion and need not have been taken up now. I admit that 
it is a piec'emeal legislation, but wbnt are we to do!* The Village 
Chaukidari Act is still in the Statute Book. Though the Village Self- 
Government Act wa*» passed in order to supplant it, the process of 
reform baa been very slow. For some years to come, we must have 
the cdd Chaukidari Act to work with in many parts of Bengal. We 
must, therefore, improve it. Moreover, if Oovernment could amend 
it by piecemeal legislation in August, 1922, wa cannot leave that amend- 
ing Act balf-finishe<L We must bring that to its logical conclusion 
by leaving the number of chaukidars in the same hands as will deter- 
mine their salary. 

Then, Sir. a point has been raised that if the panchayets are allowed 
to determine the number of chaukidars. the Magistrate, who is res- 
ponsible for the maintenance of law and order of the district, will be 
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powerless to keep Uw and order in the country. I am afraid, Sir, 
we have had too much of law and order. I think that the Magistrite 
has already got absolute powers to preserve law and order. Why 
should we distrust the people and their panchayet so ^uch ? Have 
they no stake in the country that they should ever go on breaking law 
and order? But, conceding for a moment that the services of chaukidars 
are absolutely necessary for the preser^'ation of law and order, may 
I answer this question by asking another question — if the Magistrate 
were to decide to appoint more chaukidars, how could he do it in 
the face of the fact that the panchayets have the power ui^er the 
new Act to refuse to pay the salaries of the chaukidars? This Council 
has given the presidents of the panchayets practically the right to 
oppose by saying that they shall determine the rate of the salary. 
Now they being the masters of the purse, how could the Magistrates 
increase the number of chaukidars? Therefore, I think that this 
argument of depriving the Magistrate of the ix)wer of preserving law 
and order is absolutely futile. As Am as you have given the pancha- 
yets the right of fixing the pay of the chaukidars, you must neces- 
sarily give them the power of determining the number of chaukidars. 
They cannot he asked to raise unlimited funds to pay for any number 
of chaukidars that a nervous Magistrate may care to appoint. 

• 

Now, Sir, as I'egards the work of the chaukidars, it is well known 
to many members of this Council, whp come from villages, that they 
are niduMU's servants Injcau.se they are everyWiy’s servants. The 

jl*’' are the senants of the panchayet, they are the servants 

. -i^trate, they are the servants of the Superintendent of Police, 
*• iie the servants of every Government officer that happens 
•nugh that village. It is said that no one can serve two 
, w can anyone, then, serve so many masters? Therefore, 
once, we find that if we want to increase the efficiency of 
• nrs, if we want* to have an efficient set of men, who will 
.of watch and ward, we must give more resiionsible powers 
'inyets, who ought really tq control them. Complaint has 
!)y many panchayets that these chaukidars are only part- 
Their full services cannot be utilized and hence they are 
nciency. It has been suggested by many panchayets that 
, .ces, if their number were reduced, tbeir pay could be 
^d a set of efficient, hard-working chaukidars could be 
“ ’ do very good police work, watch work, and other work 

t the lot of the ordinary chaukidars. In view of this, I 

» :he amendment suggested by me would not only increase 

t ' of low and order, about which Government b so anxious, 
1 -Iso increase the safety and security of the peo{de living 

i^ ' I. therefore, beg to propose that this amending Bill 

V • consideration. 
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SyAi IMOADUL HAQ d^iT«r«<) his speech in Bengali in 
««II|wrt of the motioo, a transUtion of which ia at follows 

I claim to posseas a special linowledge of rural matters as I am a 
▼Wager. EvA^’hodY will admit that peace in the village is maintained 
at the c^t of the villagers themselves, and it is for the purpose of 
maintaining peace in the village, that the chaukidars are emjilo.ved; 
so it is desirable that the determination of the numerical strength of 
thesf chaukidars should lie vested in the hands of the villagers th«m». 
eelves. It is extremely undesirable on the part of the Government to 
keep the jiowers paramount in their hands in this direction. During 
the time of the Hindu monarchy in this country, one-sixth or one* 
eighth portion of the cn>i>-pro<lure was set apart for the pur|)ose of 
maintaining peace. Lord ('ornwallis expressed his desire that the coat 
of chaukidari should lie met from the stamp revenue, but eventually 
it was decided that this should bo Imrue by the villageri^, and these 
chaukidars who are maintained at the cost of the villagers have to 
run to the Depot v Magistrates. Ius])ertors. etc., in connection with 
matters appertaining to their regime, as a result of which Govern, 
ment find it imiiera lively nei'essary t«> increase the uumliers of the 
officers. It is imjiossible for one chaukidar to serve so many masters 
at a time. The Government can maintain any numlier of officers for 
thgir own work, but I a.sk whether it is not disgraceful that the same 
work should lie done by the chaukidars who are |)aid by the villagers. 
Are not the villageis les^ lietter off than the inhabitants of the munci- 
palities^ The (iovenimeut pjiy for the salaries of the constables in a 
municipal area, and thev do not feel the lea.st hesitation to swell the 
numbers of the chaukidars at the cost of the indigent inhabitants of 
the village. I nee.l not take up the^ lime of the Council. I would only 
conclude by saying that I support the motion. 

Itgi MAHCNDRA OHANORA MITRA Rthwluri I beg to support 

the prcwisions of the amending Bill. When the Act of 1870 was in 
ofNiiwIiion, ffhe people understood the jiosition of the chaukidars; but 
ttnforfunately there was an amending Act which gave limited powers 
to the penchayets to determine the number of chaukidars. Well, Sir, 
it appeared to us at the very time that the latter Act was a retrograde 
movement on the port of Government. When we got another Act, 
the Village Local Self 47ovem ment Act. we noticed that the Govern- 
ment were willing to have a number of unions over which the peo|de 
will have a controlling authority. The question therefore erose in 
rnwy places what powers the pancbayets bad with regard to deter- 
mining the number of chaukidars. Now, fhe salaries of these chauki- 
daw are to be paid by the pancbayets. That is a correct proposition 
of fact. It is contended that when the Legislature has transferred the 
initiation of such an authority to the panchayet, is it not fair for the 
I^ifislatupe to consider that the determination of the nitmher of 



92 NON^FFICUl MEMBERS^ BILLS, [Smd JTvlt 

cbsukidBrs should he left in thi? Bands of tBe panchayatf. Now tiie 
number of chaukidars is to be calculated upon the amount of tax to lo 
realised* "WBo is tbe best authority to settle the matter? If Rs. 200 
are ct»llected by the panchayet, the penchayet is in a letter posiiiao 
to understand how many chaukidars are to be employed, but to say 
that th^ Magistrate, who would in this connection be a stranger should 
hare the power to fix the number of chaukidars, is a proposition which 
is not a correct one. You have your own funds; you appoint chauki- 
dars and you ought to settle the number of chaukidars who may be 
employed. It would be stiange if another person were to determine 
the number of chaukidars. In this view of the matter it appears that 
it is quite clear that the Bill is an improvement on the subject. I 
have been daily receiving the opinions of many persons who say that 
law and order cannot be maintained if the Magistrate has no author* 
ity in this connection. I consider that it is not correct logic at all. 
1 have always advocated the proposition that there should be a harmoni- 
ous feeling Wtween the people and Government, between the Magis- 
trate and the iKtnchayet and local Inidies. Why should we anticipate 
that law and order cannot be maintained by the Magistrate if the 
I>ower of determining the numW of chaukidars were transferred to 
the fwnchnyets. The principle has been advocated everi'where and' 
Government aie willing to do that, but it is a stiange pro|X)sition%to 
press uiKin the attention of the iountiy and Government, that the 
Magistrate will not be in a jxisition to nuiintain law and order. Again^ 
it ’V sn; ! *hat even if theie be an epidemic or any adident, the Magis- 
i, .. V. r. „ot l)e responsible if the miiiiW of chaukidars riH 4 uired is 
f * .*,^er one, My submission to tbe C’ouncil is that if such au 

‘ •• TO occur, it would W ^he solemn duty, it would lie the- 

. - -oity, of the panchayet and other local Wdies to take into 

' whether a largei imml)er ol chaukidars is to be employed 

‘ IS ]nirpose. ate in a jK»Hition to meet all the adverse* 

Uich have l>een placed Wore the countn’. I can say this,. 
» ‘ion'hle Memliers will consider the merits of fhe case, I 

t: ^ere will not l>e a single dissentient voice in this Council; 

» . iKtse that there will be any objection to the transfer of 

■II M the part of Government. With these words 1 beg ta 

• ::ill. 

: -'bit Mr. H. L. STKPHENtONs 1 am not deterred by the 
T > ehxjueuce fi'om’rising to oppose this motion, and I Would 

**' icil to consider merely the Bill that is before them and 

1 of dmsideraticm the various side-issues that have heem 

Hai Bahadur and by the mover of the Bill himaelf. Thin. 
B - to alter only one section ol the Chaukidari Act. SetK 

ri’ ^ent piovides that the District Magistrate shall determaw 

ti chaukidars in any village subject to a proviso aa to the 
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S^W of hoiieft. It i« oow pmpfmd that the ptmcha^ret fhail dtteiw 
liiiie the rnunber of chaukidars, fubject to the approral of the 
trete. I have Iooke<l into the statement of object* and Xf*aoiia anA 
1 haTe listened in Tain to the hon*ble mover’s speech for any^ratlfofia 
for inviting the Council to undertake legislation on this point. The 
statement of objects and reasons '<ays that the alteration is neceasarily 
desirable. 1 waited to be inform^'d bv the hou’ble mover how the 
alteration was necessarily desirable. The mover has put forward ae 
an Vxcuse that he was not awaie that the Bill was coming on to*4ay,. 
and so far he is entitled to the benefit of that excuse: but suroly bofora 
a member introduces a Bill into this ('ouncil and asks this Council to 
go to the ext>eufie of printing the Bill, he should know why he intro* 
duces it. There is no necessity for waiting till the morning of the 
day on which he is moving to make up* his arguments for it. Now, 
Sir. there ha<* not leen a single Miggestion that this Bill is going to 
meet any need or to redress any grievance. The hon‘ble mover has 
not suggested for a moment that there is any hardship under the exist* 
ing law. At prescuit the Magistrate fixes the number of chaukidars 
— no one has said that there is any tendency on the jairt of Magistrates 
to increase the numl>ei of chaukidars or that there is any ciy’ing evil 
that has got to be remedied. SupjKise we ymss this Bill, what is going 
Jg be the jHjsition? The panchavetM cannot reduce the number erf 
chaukidars. £x hypothrsi there is no tendency on the part of the 
Magistrate to increase them. Therefore things will remain precisely 
as they are. 

If the Bill is passed pressure will W put upon the panchayet to 
urge the Magistrate to agrte to a decrease in the numl>et of chnuki* 
dars, and if the Magistrate doe# not agree, theie will be friction^ 
between him and the jianchayet. Therefore Sir, harm will be done. 
Secondly, unless the responsibility for the pievei.tion of (Time is 
taken away from him. the District Magistrate* wdl certaiulv not agree 
to reduce the nuinUT of chaukidars even ivhen he considers it |joss!* 

I *e to dif so, if he ban not the fKiwer to increase the numbi^r should 
snliseijuent events make it necessary. ThniMf.or** tbe present position 
will remain stabilised. This. I think, i» the explanation of the fact 
tc which the mover has referred with some pride, namely, that thu 
people who have lieen conMulte<l — officers of Oo%'emment and others-— 
have on the whole supported the Bill. What they have said is that 
Government might accept the Bill and anybody reading these opinions 
will. I think, find that the support given to the Bill is rather half* 
hearted. Practically they say that the Bill will not do much harm. 
But, as I have said, there is some harm going to be done and no 
good. The passing of the Bill will not alter fact* at all. I put it 
to the Council thaf it ir not in consonance with the dignity of ihn 
Council to paaa meaaures which are not intended to redresa a grier- 
anee or sup^y a crying need. I subiait to the Cdundl that it ia n 
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yery dangerous thing to tamper with the statute book^hy imendiug 
ludiridual sections of indiTidual Acts, and it is, I think, inconipatibre 
irith the responsible position of the Council to take up legislation of 
ihis kinltnerely on the ground that it is going to add to the symmetrjt 
‘of the Act. I will come later on to this point, but I maintain that 
it is not even defensible on the grounds of symmetry. On these 
^grounds 1 submit that it is wrong for a responsible body of legislators 
to waste their time and labour in discussing a Bill which is only 
advanced for the reason that it will add to the symmetry of the statdte. 
Then, Sir, apart from that I would ask the Council to consider that 
piecemeal legislation of this kind is veiy expensive. If this amend- 
ment of the’ section is passed, every copy of the Act that is in the hand 
•of every officer has got to be altered and to be reprinted. The 
■expense in the matter of printing, postage and paper will be consider- 
able. On this point I would ask the Council to consider the views 
of the Indian Association, with which I heartily agree, on the subject 
■of piecemeal legislation of this kind. 

Then, Sir, coming to the one reason which the mover has given 
for introducing thip Bill and for taking it into consideration, it i.s 
because in Augu.st last the House passed an amendment to a different 
section of the Bill — section 12. Well, Sir, that amendment wa.s passed 
to meet an urgent need. I explained at the time that it was absolut^i-t 
ly necessaiy in the interest of the chaukidari administration that the 
maximum salaiy of a chaukidar should not be fixed. Now, Sir, this 
•Bill has no necessity of any kind — urgent or otherwise. There is. 

’Sir tifference lietween fixing the rate of salary of chaukidars, 

tali ' wi* ’**‘ir nunil)er. The House decided that the fixing of the 
rn' ihould 1)6 left to the pfknchayet with the approval of the 

Di 'rrate. On this point I fail entirely to grasp the logic 

vd ..hen he says that if we do not {mss this Bill, the {)ancha- 

ye "cady the |>ower of the purse can decline to pay the 

rb: dues. The {mnc^ayet has no power of the purse in this 

eer- ;\t the {mnchayet can do is to fix, with the approval of 

thi .4 the rate of salary. I WQuld ask the House to look 

nt of the Central Muhammadan Association on this Bill. 

1 ‘ Mave gras{)ed very clearly the difference between this 

am . 1 the one which the Council passed last August. The 

Bi- * *rate is responsible for the peace of the district. The 

chn ' e is part of the provincial police force. If you are going 

^to ' ’ ::om the Magistrate the final voice in the decision as to 

the • • ' that force, then logically you ought to take away the 

res: . hich goes with that power. That it is not proposed to 

do. I would ask the House to decline to take this Bill 

intr firstly, because it is on an entirely different pi^n- 

we passed last August, secondly, because no necessity 

lias .. . dish#i for the consideration of the Bill, and ihirdly» 
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IteaQfe it is wrong to wa$U the time snd labour of a reaiionaible 
legialatiTe body in discosaing a measure which is going to do no good 
to the public. 

• 

Ubu KltHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURIt I rise to sOpport the 
Bill and 1 think my other colleague^ will also do so. I carefully 
listened to the arguments put forward by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson* 
but 1 cannot agree with him that there in no necessity for it. It is 
a Shatter of local concern and I think the |>eople should lie left to 
determine in what way they can do it best. If the District Magistrate 
has to do a thing, he has to do it njion the refwrt of the police, who, 
in turn, get their information from chnukidai^s. So if any decrease 
in the number of chaukidars is thought ueoessiiry, certainly chaukidars 
are not the persons to suggest it and. in ortlej to see everything for 
himself, the Magistrate ha** to visit ever>' place. If it is thought 
necessar>' to increase the numlier of chaukidars to maintain i>eaoe and 
order under certain circumstances, the Paiicliavet will ci»rtainly do 
so. At the same time it will be in their |s>wer to decrease their 
nuraWr in order to avoid waste of money. Also, if the District Magis- 
trate thinks it proj)er, he can call on the punitive jxdice for the main- 
tenance of law and order. So there will Im* no difficulty on the part 
oj Government to maintain law and order and no fric’tion Wtween the 
ponchayet and the police officers. 

In these days of self-government people shoubl l>e trusted to do 
things for themselves, and it is a necessary corollary to the changes 
proposoil in section 12 that the wages and the numlier of chaukidars 
should lie determined bv the panchavets. 1 see no haiiu in doing so. 
I have seen the opinions on thi4 Bill. The majority are in favour 
of the acceptance of the amendment, I am sorry that some of our 
oounCrymen, GoTemment officers, aud others, have opposed it, inclitd* 
ing the flecretary of the Central !Cationa! Muhammadan Associatton, 
who, I believe, is a retired Government officer 

The fion’ble Mr. Stephenson says that piecemeal legislation it 
not desirable or is rather dangerous, as some amount of money is 
wasted on papers, printing and so forth, but the expenditure will be 
very little. The chief item of consideration is that it is in the best 
interests of the villagers that they should have the power of deter- 
mining the number of chaukidars for themselves. So if they think 
that such a change is necessary, this change should be made and they 
ahirnld be allowed to insert the amendment. They will not needlesily 
met in opposition to the views of the Magistrate, and 1 think Govern* 
ment should not oppose but accept the Bill. 

Mf« iTlO NASIM ALIl I rise to support the motion of Babu 
Indn Bhushan Dutta for taking bis Villa^ Chaukidari Amendmetit 
BOl into oomsidermtion. I have hemrd the arguments which have beeil 
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ftdyasced od l>elialf of Goreniment is opposition to To me 

it ffoemg that Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta has set down before the 
CowdI for discussion a very important question of policy and thia 
Countil will have to decide the question of policy in this very Bill* 

There are two points of view from which this Bill ajkould be con- 
sidered. Firstly, as the Government Member has pointed out, the 
District Magistrate is responsible for the maintenance of law and 
order in the district. The chaukidari force is a part of the provindol 
force; therefore the District Magistrate must have this power. This 
is the argument, or the sum and substance of the argument, on be- 
half of Government. On the other hand, I think that Indu Babu’s 
position is' that as a memWr of the reformed Council, he wants to 
see the task of governing the country gradually made over to the 
people of the country. He demands that we must be considered to 
be fit at least to a certain extent for determining how many chaukidars 
are nect'ssary to maintain peace and order in a particular village or 
villages. If it is said that the people or the panchavet have not 
acquired the captuity to decide for themselves the number of chauki- 
dars necessaiy* for the maintenance of law and order, how can the 
Fame |^e<)ple l>e entrusted with simraj, with the task of governing 
themselves, I fail to understand? Sir, we are now promised suKtrnj 
in the nearest future. We have got to gradually acquire the powec 
of ruling the c(»untry for oin>elves. If that is not simply a desire 
on the iwrt of <>ur nileis, li that is not. a mere hoax, I should say, 
then the ti?ue has come when small beginnings must be made, and 
tP,.... v[jr " ticginniiigs must be made from the corners of the villages. 

11. 11 matter like this, namely, the determination of the 

Ti” ;..iuki(lars nec'essarv for unding out, for instance, if any- 

la. ~ ’";g another’s plantain, vou cannot leave the whole thing 

in . . ' hands, how can v(»u give them self-government ? It is 

al- .inly there is another aspect of the question. The Dia- 

tr. ••♦*. being the administrative head, must have some sort 

ol :his matter; therefcre theie is a proviso in the Bill 

na. ect to the approval of the. District Magistrate.” It ia 

a ' ..♦^guard. In view of the fact that ours is a reformed 

C('. Tinning, however humble, must be made, and I think 

tlr -^ity which must have prompted the introduction of the 

Bil , ernmeiit Member said that no necessity was pointed out. 

I V *-‘’essity is the extension of the Reforms. 

- “:A0A CHARAN DUTTA: The Chaukidari Act itself is 

a p. -under it the chaukidars are appointed by one person, 

ano .•olice, and the panchayets have got to realise money for 

p«> ‘ lary and they are held liable for the same, and their 

pro: attached if they fail to collect money for the pay. At 

the the chaukidars are to be considered as parts ol tho 



i)B8.] N0Sr4)FnCIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. ^91 

Ipdice lore#. ^^Tbeir fanction apparently is to report irhat oconn in the 
but, to put it briefly, it is ebiefir ** espionage.*^ Tbis in* tbe 
peculiarity of the Tillage Cbaukidari Act. After workitig it for ao 
toiuy yeare^lose upou half a century — the eyet of the people Hhaee 
Seen opened. The panchayets, though oj»ten»ibly the masters of tbe 
ebaukidars, aa representatives of the villager.s, beyond being required 
to collect money for paying the chaukidars, are given absolutely no 
power over tbeir services. Is it meet and just that the peoftle who 
offer voluntarily their honorary services in this direction should not be 
given any power to detenuine the numlier of the chaukidars or to flx 
their ^lary; and I would go one step further — to appoint themf 
Though the discussion in the Council this evening has cloudeil the real 
issue, tbe aim of tbis Bill seems to be tbe transference of some power 
to the villagers through the i>an<’hayets. namely, that they should have 
a \*oice in determining the number of the chaukidars. The chauki- 
dars would also then feel that the |H»tichayets were theirTeal masters. 
So there cannot be any objection to tbis transference* of jHiwer, and 
I would therefore uige the acceptance of tbis Bill. 

Rai ilOCENDRA CHUNOER CHOSE Oihadiirt I have heard much 
eloquence about this que.stion, but when I hvok at it I find tUat the 
provisions of the At t aie very innocuous, and. I may say, iufructuous, 
*Phe amended section says that the piesent number of chaukidars should 
continue to remain the same until alteriHl. Now. the uuml>er can 
l>e altered only with the approval of the District Magistrate, because 
aection 11 says that the i^anthayets should determine the numl>er of 
chaukidars, subject to the approval of the District Magistrate. There- 
fore, it is clear that no change caj^ Ik? made without the aiiproval of the 
District Magistrate, and the change now prop<rsed is absolutely futile. 
If the words “ subject to the Di-strict Magistrate’s approval " were 
omitted, then it would be something; but. as it is. nothing can be 
done according to tbe proposed amendment. But I must say that 
tbepe is igason in favour of Mr. Dutta’s amendment. It is not true to 
nay that there is no reas<3n or necessity for this Bill; there is good 
reason for it. It was very refieshing to hear Mr. Xusim All speaking 
of straraj and waxing eIo<]uent on tbe eve of a general election. He 
rejoices over tbe fact that tbe i>anrbayet is to lie given the power of 
aelf-government, but Mr. Dull a does not profKise tliat. He proposes 
a measure which is wholly;, inf ructuous and futile; therefore any talk 
about iiraraj is mere moonshine. 

Babu NIRODE BEHARY MULLIOK: I rise to oppose ibis Bill. 
The proposed amendment appears to me to lie repugnant to the spirit 
of responsibility. You are holding the Magistrate restionsible for law 
and order, SuT at tbe same time you ant going to deprive him of tbe 
neans by which he can niaiiitaiii peace and order. Now, take the case 



98 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBIES' BILLS. 


[Bid Jvtr 


of a. limited company. If the directors insist on doi^^ away with 
certain posts against the wishes of the managing agents, will tl^ 
managing agents be in a position to discharge their functions? Tha 
neat jioint is that this power has not been given to the union boards^ 
and therefore if this power is given to the panchayet, the position wiH 
l>e anomalous. In this view, I oppose the Bill. # 

BilNi iURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I do not see what objection 
there can be to this extension of a little power to the villagers « in 
matters which are absolutely their own — the appointment of chauki- 
dars, the determination of their number, and things of that kind. I 
think there is no reason why Government should be jealous in such 
matters. Allow us to grow in responsibility— even under the superin- 
teudence of your District Magistrates and other oflScers, but give us 
the chance to grow. Do not object to these things. Give us a trial. 
See how it works. The world will not come to an end to-morrow if 
you give us this small power. Let the villagers select their own 
chaukidars, let them have the power to fix their pay and to determine 
their number, let them make their own arrangements in these matters 
This should be considered the proudest day for the Government — the 
proudest work that England is doing in this country. Give us a help- 
ing hand. Allow us to develop I'esponsibility in our own village, 
affairs and civic life, If you are not prepared to do that, then certainly 
the charge can be laid at your door that you have not done what 
Providence sent you here for. 


9abu !NDU BHU8HAN DUTTAt 1 am afraid the Honble 
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harge did not listen to my speech with any great care; 
would not have said that I did not give any reason for 
:iiis Bill. If he had heard me carefully, he would have 
of the reasons I gave, was that in order to increase the 
lie chaukidars, the iwnchayets should have the power to 
:r number. I also said that in the spirit of the Reforms, 
»"ly necessary to transfer this power to the reprewntatives 
. As my friend, Babu Sunendra Nath Mallik, with his 
•e, has said, how can you refuse us thLs small power; 
.raxious for this supposed law and order which always 
face like a bugbear. The smallest penchayet has a 
^ i n the country than any District Magistrate, and surely 
:o his interest than anybody else's to maintain law and 
•u not trust him' with this simple power— and mind, 
the sujien-ision of the District Magistrate? If I had my 
' ould have suggested no control of the Magistrate; but 
.00 well the moderate tone of this Council I have kept a 
?eping the wor^s ** subject to the approval of the Magia* 
then, is your danger? Suiely it is high time, after 
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tl^ ywf* liorking ol liw Reformed Cou&cil* tlmt we ehoelA W 
idlowed tliis Bnudl power. We can take soime reepontibility lor kw 
and order in the Tillages. Sorely, it is e travesty of feet to iOffOii; 
that people ^ this country are anxious to distui'b the kw and oraor 
of this country, but that is the attitude taken by OoTenunentl t 
tMnk it is a great insult not only to this Council but to the peopk 
of the country to suggest that law and order will be jeopardised ondar 
the village panchayets even under certain safeguards that are provided 
in my amendment. It is well known to the members of this Counoil 
that the chaukidan tax is one of the most unpopular taxes that havw 
been IdVied in any country in the world. It it known that by the 
amendment which was carried in the Council in 1922, power was given 
to increase the pay of the chaukidani. But how are the poor panohayete 
to find the moneys They must either increase the chaakidaii tax^ 
which is the most unpopular tax. or reduce the number of the chaukU 
dar». By reducing the niunber they will not only find the money Us 
]ioy the (haukidars, but will be able to increase their pay as well. 1 
explained in my previous speech that these chaukidars are only part* 
time servants and do not do their duty properly. Let us have whole* 
time chaukidars, so that we may get as much service from them aa 
we want. I hope the Council will remember that if they are to march 
with the spirit of the times, they must demand this privilege from the 
(/ovemment. 

The Hen’hie Mr. H. L. STEPHENSONS 1 would only wish to make 

my attitude quite clear. When I mentioned the question of law and 
order I merely introduced that at this stage to show that this was not 
the same question as we were dis^ssing last August. There it wae 
the rate of salaiy*; here it is the number. My attitude, the attitude 
of Government, in this matter is that of Rai Jogendra Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur, viz., that this Bill does no gocki, and therefore it is not right 
that this IIous^ should take up its time in considering a Bill which» 
if passed, can do neither harm nor good, and it is wrong to amend an 
individual section of an individual Act in this way unless ihere is some 
good to be got out of it. 

The motion being put, a division was taken, with the following 
result : — 


Msal, NsMbtsSa K. 


ain ti , MomM Sstsr. 
aisv, se. a. vsaetsa. 


AYtt. 

>. ; AN, mrntm Awfr. 
n. AN, mwmM Ayiia. 
i.' A iUs w e ism, Mselvf KtMuWsiisr. 

Aaaw. tUNMi teNsStir Kii«a)s MWisfiisd. 
•sAsrjss, Or. rroiMlIiMHistli. 

•AMTiss, Oaf tuaiiir AMaata eiiaaSra> 
•asa, OaNa satiaara Mata. 

■aaltataarji, Uku Hm OnanSra. 
m aasaa ft , Ma Kfsliirf MaOaa. 
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pimwtttmtit Mavtvt tluili MutuumiiU. 
Chtmtmrtt nmi H T twifiumi 
ehMitflHiry, Kkan laliUifr Mauhrl HftHiiuitlM. 
..dMivifiimr, Maulvl Paxlal Karfm. 

Utm, Mr 0. i. 

Oat, laM WiitiifRatftv. 

Oat Oupta, Mai Oaliaaiir Nltoaraa dianara. 

Da, Mai ialiaaiir Fanladratai. 

Ottt, Mai Oahaaifr Fyarl UL 
Oatti'Mr. A|ty OlMiaatr. 

Owtt, Mai iaiiaaiir Or. Hariahaa. 

Oatta, iaau Aanaia Oliaraii. 

Oatta, Mabu imlu Miutaafi. 

ObMt, Nai Oahaittr ioftadra Cbunatr. 

Maa, tbali fytd Imaaaul. 

Naai Maidvl Ekramwl. 

Hattain, .Maatvi Maaammtd Madattar. 
danah, Oabu iarat Chandra. 

Karim, Maalvl Facial. 

Khaltan, Oabu Otbf FrMad. 

Khan, Oabu Otbtndra Lai. 

Khan, Mautvl Namidma^in. 

Khan, Mr. flataur Mahman. 


Mafcramall, HaMM. « 

Manik, ipba Sartadra Natb. . 

Mitra, Mai Oabadar M ab t a d r a ObandA. 
Mmtra, Or. datbidra Main. 

MabbtrH, Fraftttar t. 0. 

Mabbapadhaya, Oabu tacpt Cbandr a. 
Natiiar, iaba Mam Cbandra. 

Malkat, Mr. Pratanna Otb. 

Ray, Oabu Ohabandra Cbandra. 

Ray, Oabu O aran dra Matb. 

Ray, Kumar tbib Obabbaratimr. 

Ray Obaadbuft, Mr. Kritbaa Cbandra. 

Ray Chaadbary, Raja Manmafba Nalb. 
Ray, Oabu dtfandra Nath. 

Rty, Maharaja Oabadar Ktbaaaltb ONbadra. 
Ray, Mr. Oljaypratad ttnob. * 

Roy, Pal Oabadar Latit MaliM Olngb. 

Ray, Raja ManlMl ilnfh. 
larhar, Oabu dacatb Cbandra. 
larfcar, Oabu Rlthindra Nath, 
iinha, Oabu turandra Narayan. 

Villltrt, Mr. F. C. C. 


MOtt. 


Manarjbi, tht Han*bit Hr lurtndra Nath. 
Oartan, Mr. N. 

OIrlty, Mr. L. 

Obaudhurl, tht Hon'bit tht Nawab lalyid 
Naarab All, Khan Oahadur. 

Ot. Mr. K. C. 

OaLltlt, Mr. 4. A. 

Day, Mr. 0. G. 

Otnaid, tht Han'bit Mr. 4. 

Otnavan, Mr. 4. T. 

Ouvai, Mr. H. F. 

" loric... Mr. T, 

. Mr. 4. campbtn. 

-ort,. - w. 

w, w, 

.. Mr. a T. 


Maharajadhiraja Oahadur of Ourdtran, 
tht Han'blt tht. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

MeOay, Lt.<Col. David. 

Mitttr, tht Hon'bit Mr. F. C. 

Mulitrjtt, Mr. I. C. 

Mukhtrjtt, Oabu Nitya Dhan. 

Muiliok, Oabu NIrodt Oahary. 

Fhlilp, Mr. 4. Y. 

Rahim, tht Hon'bit Sir Abdmr^ 
Robtrtton, Mr. F. W. 

ROM, Mr. 0. F. 

Roy, Mr. 4. N. 

I ihakttptar, Mr. W. A. 

•ttphonion, tht Hon’bit Mr. H. L. 

' Otuart-Wllllamt, Mr. t. C. 


es being 03 anjJ the 31, the motion was carried. 


CL.\rsE, 1. 

Mon that claiHe 1 stand i>art of the Bill was put and agreed 


CLAr.sE 2. 

:NDU BHU8HAN DUTTAs I beg leave to make a verbal 
•n this clause. I move that after the word “employed’' 
“for any village” be inserted; that will make it clearer 
ent. 

Mon was put and i^greed to. 



||s.] iroR4)mcui. kembxbs’ iiiu.8. ^ 

TIm iMtiM daaM'2 (u uneadcd) ttud purt of tlw BiU ym 
pirt-ud ogncd to. 

. . Tho noUcn Uwi Um pnomUe «Und port of the BiU WM pot oa^ 
to. • 

itaftn INDU SHUtHAN OUTTAt I more that tho BiU« «a aottka 
in Cooncilt bo pasted. 

Hie motion was fmi and agreed to. 

mo BtAgal Vilti«i Mf*Oov6rfiiMfil (AmMitfniMit) BIN, IttS. 

SHAH iYEO EMDADUt HAQ moved that the Bengal Viliago 
Solf-Govemment (Amendment) Bill, 1923, as introduced by him. bo 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon'ble Sir Surendra 
Ifath Banerjea, Mr. L. Birlev, Mr. .S. W. Goode, Mr. ’Bijoyproaad 
Singh Boy. Raja Mauiloll Singh lioy, Hai Abiuash Chandra Banerjee 
Bahadur, Maharaja Kshauuish Chandra Boy Bahadur, Baja Manmatha 
Nath Bay Choudhun’, Bahu Nirode Behary MulHck, Babu Tankanath 
Chaudhuri, Maulvi Mahammed Madassur Hussain, Maulvi Failal 
Earirti, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin AIuikmI, Khan Bahadur 
Mi^ulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed and the mover, with instructions to submit 
their refsirt in time for its considemtiun by the Council at the next 
August session. 

He addressed the Council in Bengali, a tianslation of which is a« 
follows ; — 

The Bengal Village Self-Govenyj^ient (Amendment) Bill, 1923. Iiaa 
lieen published in the (iazette and circulated to the members of thia 
Council. Opinions have also Wn invited from \*orious public iKKlies, 
and those opinions placed before the memliers. It is not my intention 
that this Bill should at once he jxissed into law. On the contrary' it 
is my ean^t desire that the Bill l>e fully discussed in the Select 
Committee. ^ 

[At this stage, the Hon’ hie the President left the Chair, which was 
taken by Mr. I>eputy-Pre8ident. ] 

In clause 3 it is highly desirable and necessary that an op|K>rtunity 
should be given beforehand to the President or the Vice-President of 
a union board, who is removed from office under section 16 of the Act, 
to explain the charges preferred against him ; that the President should 
have a right of appeal so as to meet any charges that may have been 
brought against him; and that the local board, and in the event of the 
diaaoiution of the local board in future, then the district board, should 
have the power to remove a Vice-President instead of the union board. 
In dealing with matters under section 21 of the existing Act, the power 
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of tho imios board sbonld bo ioemted. Tbo moond %i idugw 
of waior-byscintb it deemed neceetary under aeeiioii 27. An aliieilfl* 
metit of aeotioii 32 ii aleo deaiiiabie in order to proride lor engig#* 
ment of the ^erricea of medical practitioners by ttnioie boordi. ]lpt 
clause 7 of the Bill, 1 have provided lor the right of appeal to the 
diittict board by those officers and servants who hate been remotbd 
from office. Clause 8 suggests an amendment ip the effect that if 
there is no holding in the union, but there is estate or portion of the 
lands, this can be assessed according to the income derived therefftmi. 
Clause 9 provides that the assessment of a person who has lands in two 
or three unions, should not exceed Ha. 42 for each union. Hie inser- 
tion of the words who possesses less than one and one-fourth acre 
of land in this clause is also desirable. One-fifth of the toad cese 
collected from each union should be made over to the union board lor 
works of sanitation, irrigation, etc., and this has been provided for in 
clause 11 of the Bill. In order to make the meaning of section 58 
more clear, I have suggested a small verbal amendment in clause 12, 
and clause 13 provides for an appeal against an order by the Com- 
missioner under section 56 or 59. 

I have dealt with all the clauses in which amendments are sug- 
gested. I hope I have impressed upon the House the desirability of 
placing this Bill before a Select Committee. 

Mr. BldOYPROtAD SINGH ROYs 1 move that the Bengal Tillage 
Self-Govemmeiit (Amendment) Bill, 1922, m introtluced by me, be 
referrc * Committee consisting'of the Hon’ble Sir Surendra 

!Nath < • * ■* • Mr. L. Birley, Mr.^ S. W. OcKwle, Raja Maniloli Singh 

Boy, ‘ t\ Chandra Banerjck^ Bahadur, Maharaja Kshaunish 

Chan (indur, Baja Manmathn Nath Ray Choudhury, Babu 

Niroil lallick, Babu Tanktinath Chaudhuri, Maulvi Mahammed 

Madr* n, Maulvi Faalal Karim, Shah Syed Emdadul Haq, 

Khan ... Maulvi Emaduddin Ahn>ed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Wnsr led and the Inover, with instructions to submit their 

rejioi. .its consideration by the C<»uncil at the next August 

sesfic- 

1>* motion, I beg to remind the House that it was on 

the t * that I sent notice of this Bill and thus anticipated 

the ♦ <ul)ere— I mean my esteemed friends, Eai Harendra^ 

tiath . * . and Babu Bhishmadev Das, who take somo 

inter- -^velopment of self-government in rural Bengal; and 

by tti. - .lions on the 23rd of Novemlier last, urged the neoet* 
' Iment of the present Act. I wish that it went poaai- 

ble f‘ ..*dify this Bill, acx^ording to the suggestions made by 

the the course of the debate. But as ii was already 

forw.. . Oovemmeni of India for sanction, no change oouUI 



S efiicted if tlmt ttage, though I tiiiiik tome ol tho prineipftl fUf 
fti, formulated on that occaaion, were abeadsr emhodM in the B3l« 
|| tree introdueed in ^ia Houae on the ^th of Janttary laat. Oter «||e 
l^einlha hav# elapsed since then and, during this interral, t|e Goterih 

C t, the officials and the non^officiala, the memhera of the diatril^ 
da and the public bodies responsible for the development ol looU 
Self-gOTemment have had time to examine the proviaiona of the Bill. 
The Hon’ble Members have received the copies of (he opinion of the 
disirici boards and are aware of the attitude pf the public towards it. 
1 believe it is abundantly clear that public opinion ia in favour of moat 
of the changes, suggested in it. Of course, there are one or two sec- 
tions which have not been approved by the district boards. In thb 
connection, I may be permitted to mention that it is not intended 
that all the clauses of the Bill are indispensable, and I shall be very 
glad to welcome any inodiBcation made by the Select Committee, in 
tbe light of the helpful criticisms offered by the district boards. 


The present Act was placed on the Statute Book about five years 
before, ^ter a careful deHbemtion, in which tbe Government of Bengal 
was helped by the Hon*ble Sir S. P. Sinha (now Lord Sinha), then a 
Member of the Goveniinent. This Bill was introduced by its illustri- 
ous author with the best of intentions and the highest of hopes. I 
am glad to think that it has fulfilled, though not fully, at least parti- 
ally, the great expectations which were cherished about this anew 
system; because I believe it has succeeded in kindling an enthusiasm 
for self-government in rural Bengal. It has taught the people in the 
mufassal to take pride in the working of village improvement and to 
fight for their rights and privilegifc. I reinemW, and remember dis- 
tinctly, that the gentlemen who accepted the Presidentships in the 
Burdwan district in the year 1906 or 1907 were nothing but themes 
of criticisms and butts for ridicule. But wbat is the feeling to-day f 
President panchayetships and membershij)s in the union boards are now 
looked upon as positions of trust and responsibility. But in spite of 
its lofty principles, and in spite of its great educative value in initiat* 
ing tbe people in the art of self-government, we cannot blink at tbai 
fact, that the system introduced by this Act of 1919 is not working 
quite satisfactorily throughout the province. In some idace, the people 
have jiraciised generous self-control and, being animated by a high 
sense of duty and responsibility, have tried to the best of their ability 
fa make the best use of this new machinery of village self-govern* 
ment. But in other places it has not been fio well-received by the 
people and it has given riae to senous troubles which have disturbad 
ibe peace of village life. I venture to think that the Act in aoqkf 
mpecti falls far abort of the more advanced idea of civil rights of the 
people; it often places too much restraint on the freedom of action 
* of the union boards. Official interference always disturbs ths Irss 
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growth oi tbe«e ftelf-gorerning icatitations and, instead %l foatenng a 
sense of self-respect and self-reliance in tbe mind of tlie p^ple, ratliar 
checks it. For thete various reasons there has been a persistent 
demand on the part of the people for the ax^ndtnent o| this Act to 
make it more popular in the true sense of the expression. In draft* 
ing this Bill I have attempted to follow the same principle of grea|hr 
freedom and of more popular control of the unions and, to achieve this 
end, I hai’e suggested the transference of authority over the union 
boards, generally from the District Magistrate to the Chairman of* the 
district board, who is now a non-official in every district and elected 
to this office by the members of the district Imrd, the majdrity of 
whom are again elected by the people. The powers of forming union 
boaids and nominating memWs to them and the authority of super- 
vising their works, except those with regard to the chaukidars, should 
be vested in the Chairman of the district board, because it is more 
equitable that these powers should rest with the former as the head 
of local self-government in the district and not with the latter, who 
is an official. The present Act provides that against the decision of 
the District Magistrate and of the Chairman of the district board appeal 
shall He to the Divisional C'ommissioner, who is the final appellate 
authority, and who alone can 8uperse<b' a union board, whenever 
necessarj*. His is the ultimate vetoing power of the resolutions and 
actions of the nnion boards. To my mind the authority of the Com- 
missioner over them is an anachronism. The Commissioner, who is a 
mer«*h**r id i]u* Indian Civil Service, and is more a member of the 
Test : d the (iovernmont than of the transferred, should not l)e 

tbi' ‘ rity o%'er these unit'< of village self-government while 

the .. : of I^ocal S<df.(joverpim*nf is under the i>ortfolio of the 

Ho’ 'iiister, who is our accredited representative and sup- 

Ih>n. hampion of i>opular rights. So my submission is, that 

the )uld l>e the highest authority over tht'se union boards. 

dicers now sui)er\’iHe the work of the union boards as 
rep: of the District Magistrate, who delegates diie powers 

to » he Act. Here, again, arises a great conflict of duties 

and ties. It is the district board that gives financial help 

tt) » anls; so it is the Chairman of the district board who 

aloi fere in its works of rural sanitation and education, and 

it i ne can be consulted by the circle officers in these 

mat ' - think there should be a provision in the Act for the 

deb powers to the circle officers. 

.pt>rtant change which I have suggested I 3 in the rate 

of ! nd in the principle of assessment. The unpopularity 

of s ‘ .iiainly due, without any shadow of doubt, to the high 
mte nt provided in it. The maximum rate under the old 

Cha* (1870) was Bs. 12; suddenly it was increased to 
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Bl^ 84 on ill? ground of Helping ih» imptoTurntni of tlm tilkg««, llni 
Heing B«. 24 for chaukidari tax and Ba. 60 for tanilaiioii; 
ilttd I HaTo prop6»e4 maximum limit eliould be Be. 60> »*a.t 

^ •f .30. Tkis reduction in tbe rale of maximum limit wiU giro reliil 
1 ^ only to tbe ricbefit men in tbe union, but to all tbe rata>paym». 
brauae tbe asaeeament trill proportionately come down. To oompen* 
sate this lo»s which will result from ibis reduction in tbe 
limit change in tbe principle of assessment has also been prorided 
for? Tbe ownership of projterty has got its co-relative right# and 
obligajms. Under the exit«ting law, oiily the owners and the oocu* 
piers df buildings in the union con be assessed with union rates; so 
that if a man possesses large and valuable landed pro^ierties, but baa 
no building, be cannot lie charged union rates. A man may poMMa 
a hundred bighas of rent-free lands in the union; but he may be aa 
inhabitant of a different union and is therefore not liable to pay evaa 
a single pice as union rate to the first union. But at the same time 
it is the duty of the choukidar of that union to protect his crops against 
thieves and robbeis. This change will increase the income of the union 
in the most equitable way. 

The next amendment is ulamt the authority for the revision of 
assessment. I think tbe Chainnan of the district board should be 
ii^'ested with thi.s power also. Now the District Magistrate is the 
only authority. He alone can call for the assessment papers. He is 
responsible f<»r tbe maintenance of law and order in the district nnd 
it is his duty to see that the chaukidars are regularly |iaid and proper- 
ly equipped. The jmy of the chaukidars is the first charge on the 
union funds. The Di.strict Magistrate is only concerned with this 
fx>rtion of the exj^nditure, and is his duty to see that sufficient 
provision is made fur the maintenance of the chaukidars. The ex|)endi- 
ture on other items is purely optional. The union board may or may 
not impose any taxes under section 37(b) which are to be spent on 
sanitation, education, etc., under the sujjervision of the district board; 
so that th^ Cliairman is the controlling authority there. Thus it ii 
necessary that he should have a hand in the revision of the nsm^ssment. 

The only point in which I have tried to place limit to the powers 
of the union boards is with regard to the union courts and union 
benches. I have proposed that the orders of punishment should l)e made 
appealable. It is a change which every lover of liberty shonld welcome. 
Xiecause while it keeps the powers of the nnion courts and benches 
intact, it gives the unfortunate accused an opfiortunity to fight for hi# 
personal liberty. 

This is the broad outline of the changes in the Bill, and this is the 
general principle which underlies these changes. The only change I 
wish I could have suggested is a substantial contribution by the Gov- 
ernment towards the pay of the chaukidars in consideration of tbeiy 
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* C ^ ' 

•errices atiliced by the police. It ie inequiteble that tke wbole coil 
•liould be home hy tbe riUages. Bat the inancial itmgeticy o! th# 
0orenuuent itai^di in the way. 

Khifi Maulvi WAtlMUDDIN AHMCDs Tlioi%h I do no* 

eonctir with the moverg of these two private Bills, I do not aee thjit 
there is any harm for introducing the amendments of the Act becaiiSe 
Shah Ryed 'Emdadul Haq aims at removing some of the grievances 
which are real and wliich have b^n felt by him os President and V|pe- 
Pre«i<lent of several unions. Of course some may say, that if the Prwi- 
deuts and Vice-Presidents are not liked by the members of unions, it 
is no good for them to remain there. But at the same time it must 
be remembered that in a village people often have differences of 
opinion on very minor points, and that they cany them to the extreme 
to the annoyance of the Presidents as well ns Vice-Presidents, who are 
doing useful work, and thus they destroy the good feeling existing 
between them and the villagers; as for instance, in order to improve 
the supply of water and to improve a village, they may have to rut 
down some jungles or trees, thereby incurring the displeasure of some 
villagers who may form a party and then iwnbine themselves against 
the Presidents and Vice-Presidents. In .such cases, it is desirable that 
the*'© Presidents and Vice-Presidents should have some protection, say, 
by way of an appeal to the district lioaid or any other higher authorityi 

As regards the taxation, of course my friend, Mr. Bijoyprosad 
Singh hcM fixed a maximum fee of II**. 84, and though I don’t 
agret ,!. !... . with regard to the maximum fee, he 1ms made some 
prtiv- ' eating that amount for different union lK>ards when 

he 1. V in different unioi^^s. Of course when there is a big 

«amr .\rticular union, he can afford to pay Rs. 84. There 

is n»‘ *flng him pay the maximum rate: but if he l>e required 

to p. amount in other unions, where he may have some 

hold • rase there will be a real hardship: so it is an impn>ve- 

menl . 4ent Act. Tb^e are also some minor pojnts which 

are v uk that these two Bills ^ould go to the Select Com- 

mitl* -c wl»ole matter may 1 h' considered and the bjest things 

fouiv which will serve the rural population best. With 

ihesf ■ to supixjrt these two Bills. 

UINUODIN AHMEDS I Wg to oppose the reference 
to the Select Committee on account of the principl# 
!)e enuurialeil, that the ixiwem of the Magistrate be 
'innen of district board.s. We all know “that iheiv 
icpiesentatiou in the district Imard election! and 
^ the Muhammadans, who are in a minority, must 
• are to fuar<l their owa interests. We have seen the 
tions in the district biuinls — the election that wax 
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yma *g9. OiMjpw ku » ll%,-*g'iiM— IW*- 
of K p«r oo«t. Wko w tko Choirauw tliotof k BBwi« 

Mid oat of 38 nemfaon only 8 mo Mohowiiwuiooi! Wkyf 
%^ae l]i^^ilhai)uii«4axis are not enffioiently adTanoad at pnm^t, 
Jfo aoQiior was the right of election giTon, the mattM* wae in 

er other not pade known to the Hnhaxninadan eleotora , and Hindu 

ffi '*ND(len» pleaders and uokhtears from the headquartara ol th% 
ct went to every thana and etood as candidatei for the diatoiol 
iMiaid. 


Rar dOOINDRA CHUNOIR CNMI tilMMiiirs I rise to a point 
of order. Is that all relevaut to the present question? 


Manlvi YAKUINUOOIN AHMiOi Certainly it is. The lesali is, 

ns I have told you, that out of 28 members, only 8 are 
If we tom iq Rangpur, which has also a preponderating Muhammadan 
population, there also the Chairman is a Hindu gentleman, who U a 
OoTemment {deader of the district and a Bni Bahadur * |o hoot. My 
friend, Shah Syed Emdadul Haq, who is an energatio mamber of thi« 
Council, has never sought to become a member of the district board. 
He says that he is the President of a village union. 

• • 

Mr. DiPUTY«PRiilDENT (Balni Surtndrt Natli Ri|f)t Which 

Bill are you discussing? 


Miilivi YAKUINUOOIN AHMEOs I am discussing the princi{de 
of taking away the right of nomination from District Magistrates and 
giving it to the Chairmen of dftlrict iKmrds. That is the principle 
they are going to enunciate; in fact they have already enunciated that 
policy. I therefore say that so long as Muhammadans are not sufh* 
eiently advanced, the right of nomination oannot be given to the 
Chairmen of district boards because it is only intended to hold the 
balance e^n when there 1.4 a (wucity of Muhammadan members in the 
district boards and union Ixiards. With regard to the other matters 
also, vis., assessment of rates, etc., there is much partiality. It is the 
Magistrates and circle olhcers who are competent to fix the rates, 
specially in the case of poor {leople. If there is a heavy assessment 
the poor people cannot go to the Chairman, who lives in the head* 
quarters of a district, but they can comjdain to the Magistrates and 
circle officers, when they go out on their rounds, that the taxes are 
heavy, I heg to submit that the tax sometimes falls lightly upon big 
peo{de, because they have access to the Chaintian ol the dktrici board. 
On these considerations I beg to submit that the principle which has 
been enunciated is wrong, and I oppose the refmnce of tbeia two 
Billa to the Select Committee. 
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Rai MOENORA CHUNDIR CHOSE SaMSwi Yakomaddia 

Ahmed opposed these two Bills. Th^e are certam adrooatee who ipdB 
the case of ihi^r cliente. I was not Tory anxious to snppoti this 
measure, but BhTing heard him I feel that I must support 4hem. Thefs 
demands for partial treatment by our Muhammadan felIow*eitisens haje 
become so persistent, so annoying and so irritating, that they will kid 
some day to a very serious friction. Live and let live is a max im which 
both Hindns and Muhammadans should be guided by. There is no reason 
whatsoever why anybody should demand partial, favourable treatment; 
and to drag the name of the Magistrate in this connection and to ^y that 
the Magistrate of a district should be more favourably inclined towards 
this sect or that sect, does not speak well. Why should not the Oiair* 
man of a district board have the right to nominate? Indeed, I was 
not in favour of it because in most of the eastern and northern districts, 
Muhammadans are Chairmen. That being so, Hindus should object to 
Muhammadan Chairmen being allowed to nominate; but they who are 
in a majority say that they should be further more in the majority and 
should have all the power in the local boards and district boards. I 
think that the Hindus should W protected and not the Muhammadans 
in eastern and northern districts. In thi.« view of the matter I should 
have been inclined that the Mngistrafe should have the power of 
nomination; but having regard to what has fallen from my friegd 
Maulvi Takuinuddin Ahmed, I think tbat the Chairmen of the district 
boards -hould have the i)ower. 

'•Vt .. HAtIM ALIS At first I thought that I would support 
but having heard the reasons and arguments of Rai 

• 'T Ghose Bahadur, think that I should op|x>s<» these 
i seems that the Chairman of a district Iward, as at 
cd. cannot be safely entrusted with the powers which 

• -* delegatcfl by these Bills. I am quite in favour of 
■licy of Reforms^as far as possible to the lowest rung 

our representative associations, but before I do it I 
1 of favours but of niv rights. I do not care for 
't want favours cither from the district board or from 
'hunder Ghose Bahadur, but I stand on my rights. 

1 am sure that these right# are safeguarded projwly 
- -1 by the R^ormed Council, after hearing the Rai 
/l ought to oppose these Bills. Sir, after the passing 
'he Calcutta Muntcipol Act has been thorongldy over- 
that the Bengal Municipal Act is going to be amended. 
liOcal Self-Government Act after the local Self-Govem- 

••*n amended in the spirit of the Beforma, in which I 

".r Hon*bk the Minister would aafeguard the interesta 
>)ittaities and do justice to both the communities, and 
..re appointed under the new Act which is to be passed 
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I*, 

adf whidL is fo mdegvM^d and eqnalbe tlie aiiffhtt of bolk oom* 
nliwitiet, I will be the first person to sni^rt theae two BiQt, bnt 
iih0 and unless that is done 1 wonld oppose these two' Bills. 

iai MAHBNDRA CHANDRA MITRA MNMUiri These two Bill# 
aj^ear to me to be two Chapters of the Act. I thought that these 
prirate Bills would not come into the Council, but that the necessary^ 
modifications and improvements would be made by Government. ^But 
I fifid. Sir, that this has not been done and that these two 'private 
Bills are now before the Council. The question, therefore, is whether 
these two Bills ought to be referred to a ^lect Committee for oonsidera* 
tion. I did not properly understand the speech of the first mover, but 
*1 do understand that he wishes certain impmrements to be made in 
connection with the chaukidar*s position. Regarding the se(>ond Bill 
moved hy Mr. Bijoyprosnd Singh Roy. it appears to me that he wishes 
that larger powers should l»e given to the Chairman, the object 
being that the Chairman would be in a position to exercise his author- 
ity according to his own ivs|HjnsibiUty. I am ver\’ sorry that when- 
ever we discuss a question of principle, c'ommunal representation 
comes into play and the Council has to listen to such kind of s|)eei‘hes, 

I should say that thi.s should avoided. The only question is— can 
th# Chairman he allowed to enjoy the privileges which the second Bill 
projxises to give? But why do you come forward with the argument 
that he hnp[>ens to be a Hindu Chairman and not a Muhammadan 
Chairman. We aie fighting in this Council for the sake of principle, 
nothing more than tiat; but, as I have said, it is a matter of deep 
regret that when dealing with questions like this the communal ques- 
tion should come into play. 

(At this stage the President took the Chair.) 

Avoiding all that, we put forward the submission to the Council- 
Can the Chairman be empowered to exercise these powers indepen- 
dent of th« powers that have l»een given to the Magistrate P If we 
come to that stages can we come forward and say, divest the authority 
from the Magistrate and allow that power to lie given ♦o the Chair- 
man. 1 remember the day when fbis Act was passed in 1910—1 
remember it was drafted by Ixird Sinha and it was piloted through 
by the Hon'lde Sir Henry Wheeler — all these questions were con- 
sidered by the Council at that time and, notwithstanding all the sugges- 
tioDB it was thought that the Magistrate should get all the 
powers at that time. Has not the time arrived when the C<iuncU is 
in a position to say that the Chairman , is to enjoy these piivilegeiP 
That is a question of fact; that is not a question of poUi^. I will 
deal with these matters in a concrete way. 1 consider that the res- 
ponsibility can very well be shouldered upon the Cliairman, be he 
a Hindu or a Mtihammadan. I say if such powers be giran, (ha 
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GoTermneni will not have gny reason to complain therealtor. i^e 
onjoy tlie pmileirt^^ of local aelf-goTemment nndar wliich larger aiid 
greater powera abould be banded orer to na, and that ia the reaaon 
why I anbmit to tbe Council, that Government will jield to the 
wishee of the people, and the mover of tbe Bill baa come forward 
to the Council on that consideration. But. Sir, I differ from him/)n 
some other points. He asks that the owner of property of lal^aj 
land should be taxed. I am not in a position to answer this. These 
are matters entirely for the Select Committee to consider t 

As I have said, I war thinking that a Government measure would 
be brought before the Council, but I was perfectly disappointed, and 
hence my submission in that I have no other alternative than to support 
♦he ttvo Bills which are before the House. ‘ 


Bibu BURENDRA NATH MALLIKs I think, Sir, it is high time 
that we should realise that we should be able to di&cuss these things 
without constantly stirring up racial questions and differences. These 
things can only blind our vision and they do not p«imiit ns to do our 
real duty by our country. I think that it is extremely deplorable 
that anyl>ody should stir up racial feelings and differenc'es in discuss- 
ing these Bills. To my mind a Bill of thi^ description in which 
there is bound to l>e some ({uestion of rar iul difference should be left 
to Government. theni do it. Ijet theui take uf> that iefii)onsT- 

bil’ty. It is not ours. We simply op;>ose we should. I.ret the 

Gc'v*'" »n*‘r ' - Mine forward with any propo-i'al, which we might accept 

or : *. I ding to our own lights ; but wh,# shoiik! we bring in 

Bib • ’ likely to accentuate rai ial feeling- and differences, 

I (I rhis is tbe view whifh 1 humbly submit to this House, 

thiv Ls shouM, as far a.s V^ssible. avoid all this bitteTue^s; 
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lamentable that feelings should hi* roused whenever 
Lis de.sc.ription is brought forward. This is my humble 
' to place this belora the Housa~“ Tn aurli a cmae leuvu 
.nmeut; let them do whatever they like.”^ .\t least, 
ve the satisfaction that this has been brought up by 
i not by ourselves. • 
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:: Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAs I feel that 1 
inteneue at this stage of the delate. I think, Sir, 
-disclostHl the difficulties and complexities of the pro- 
Tbese are two short Bills, but they raise issues, as 
-.^n, which are far-reaching and which are calculated 
.ppy feelings which it should W the duty of Goveni- 
ud which it should also be the duty of this House to 
I quite s>'mpathise with the remark of my hon'ble 
N. Mallik. This is essentially a matter for the 
take up, and there should be no tinkering and no 
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•-«Muiite of this kiod. Sir. it jroa look *t th* •«olii> 
tMl lrf tMitiutioiit of local in this pronnco, 3roit 

vii Jnd that all moaitiM of looal aelf^govornmoBt have upon thoni 
ippwi n|d tho mark of the initiation of Government. In 1ST6, 
OA^nniinent gave local aell-govemment to the people of Calcutta. 
It Gbvemment that did it. In 1884, Oovemment grave local eell* 
government to the iownshipe of Bengal under the Bengal 'Municipal 
Act. In 1886, Government gave looal eelf-government to the rural 
area* under the Act of 1885. In 1919, Government gave local iell« 
fovenunent to the village population. Therefore, throughout the whole 
hiatory * of the evolution of our looal inetitutione. the hand 
el Government it prominent. Government have taken the initiative 
and wiU take the initiative in the matter of recaeiing the Village Local 
Self-Government Art. It ought to he a Government mea!iure with the 
imprest of Government. Government have no desire to divest itself 
ef this responsibility. I therefore must oppose these two Bills, firstly, 
lor the reason that it should be a Govemmeut measure: proudly, for 
the reason that delicate issues of the utmost gravity involving far- 
reaching consequences have l^en raised, and on behalf of Government I 
ought to intenene and ask the House not to consent to the reference 
to the Select Committee. Some Muhammadan meral)ers have brought 
forward imi>ortaut ronsiderations. Whether they were justifieil or 
nfif, delicate issues have been raised: they are now before (lie H u c. 
They have to l>e dealt with and Government must deal with them. 

Then, Sir, there are othci considemtiona which have U> lx* borne in 
mind. You have talke*! of district Iwards ad nauseum. Speaker after 
speaker has referre*! Ic the opinions of district l>oards. What :ilx»ut 
fhe union boards^ Have they l^en consulted^ Have the vlllng** 
piinchayets been con*<ulte(l^ Are they not the people mo»l vitally 
concerned? When we have a proposal affecting the Calcutta Corpom* 
tion, whom do we consult? We <M>usult the Coi |x>ratioii — the party 
chieffy concerned. Yo’i have not consulted the union boards. 
You skim oYer the surface; vou touch the fringe of the question and 
have not gone into the deeper depths of the great considerations at 
issue. That remains to Ije done. The Bill d»>es not proceed ujsm 
any note which has lieon sounded by the union lioards. Thai is my 
strong objection to these Bills. 

Then, Sir, there is another consideration of the utmost importance. 
We have the Bengal Municipal Bill; we shall soon have the Ijocal 
Self-Government Bill— a large comprehensive measure which I hope we 
shall he in s position to draft nest year— not the amending Bill which 
is of amall consequence and which will come up very soon. In that 
Bill, the position and status of the union beards will be seriously 
affected. WiU you have the local lioacds or not? If you don't have 
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the local boarda, the atatoa of the tmion hoards will haTe to be recoa- 
fidered next year; and the noatter will have to be gone over agafbu 
Are yon prepared to waste this timef I aak my hon’ble ocdleagnee 
in thia Conned, are you prepared to do this work over a|^, to nevieo^ 
what you do now in the light of considerations which may rev^ 
themselves next yearP It will be a waste of time, a waste of energy /nd 
money. * 

I think, therefore, that on these general grounds I should oppose 
(he Bills, and I hope and trust that the House will support me im the 
appeal which I make to them and lor the .reasons I have stated. I 
need not enter into details; but I may say that 1 differ in ve!ry many 
essential matters from the Bills that are the subject of debate to-day; 
and if Government were to oppose the provisions therein, there would 
be ver>^ little left in them. On these giounds I oppose the reference 
of the Bills to the Select Committee, and 1 hope that the House wdl 
resjiond to my ap[>eal, and if I may go a step further, may I ask the 
two hon’ble members to withdraw their Bills in the confidence that 
Government will deal with the matter in a far more effective and 
adequate manner. 1 trust my api^eal will not fall on deaf ears. 

BSni SURENDIRA NATH MALLIK: May I a»k if any compre> 

hensive Bill with this end in view is actually in course of preparation 
now P * • " 

The Hon’ble Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEA: No; not yet. 

up the matter ns soon as we have time. 
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a;: ~ VCD EMDADUL HAQ spoke in Bengali, a translation of 
.. Ik'Iow : — 

deep regret that I hate to inform the House that I fail 
why the Ilon’ble the Minister instead of pointing out 

♦ he present Bill is so reluctant to discuss it in the Select 
Me has not substa«tiated any justification of his desire by 

and even if he does so, I think this Cc^nncil is not 
veto it when this Bill has been introduced. A lot of 
hn.s been spent for its ciicdlation and publication, and 

• ny cogent reason why this Bill should not be discussed 
■ 'ommittee. If the Hon'ble the Minister had pointed out 
' exist in the present Bill, it would have been far better 
. tireheusioQ of the public would have been removed. I 

urse, with due deference to his grey hairs and matured 
l.e main object of this Bill is to advance the cause of 

t and gradually to snatch the powers from the hands 

Magistrates and to transfer them to the district boards. 
:fore. earnestly appeal to tbe Hon*ble the Minister in 
- would not stand in the way of appointing a Select 
. onsider tbe vaHous aspects of this Bill. 
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Hr. BMOYPRMAO tlNGH ROYl First a! *11 1 ali*ll to 

aiAl the *r;g^meiita put fqirw*rd bjr MsuIti Yakuinuddin Aknisd ind 
sii|||NHrt*d by Mr, Sysd Nssim Ali and the Hon’bls the MinisUNT foe 
Lopdl Self-Goiferninent. I may «y at once that the fear for Muhani* 
fiu^m interests is absolutely baseless; because there are now seven 
MJhamnxadan Chairmen of district boards — in Rajshahi, Dacca, Bakar* 
ganj, Bogra, Pabna, Myrnenningh and Chittagong. The next point 
is that the Hon'ble the Minister has said that in these Bills we have 
atteiBpted to create an unhappy feeling-* 

The'Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdlAs No. I did not 

say that. All I said was that the effect of these Bills, would be to create, 
and that they were calculated to create and stir up an unhappy feeling. 

Mr. BldOYPROSAD SINGH ROYt Then there is another argu- 

mont that the union l>oard.H who are vitally interestcnl in these BULi 
have not yet Ik'cu ('onsulted. Sir, from the date on my Bill it is 
aptmrent that it wa.n on the Gth of July lust yinir that 1 sent in notice 
of this Bill, and I think that if Government so desired, they had 
ample time to consult the union lK>anls, and it is a pity that the Gov- 
ernment should come forward at this late hour with the excuse that 
thev had not the time to oonsnlt the union Inmrds. Tliis sort of 
argument was not exfx*rted frt>m the })opular Minister who is the 
leader of public opinion in this country — 

The Hon'Oe Sir 8UREN0RA NATH BANERJEAi Would not n 
popular Minister be exfKnHwl to consult tho-^e iKnlios who are most 
vitally affected y I think that a Mjni.ster who does not do that would 
be failing in bis duty and would ^ceuso to Ih^ {K>imlar. 

Mr. BldOYPROSAD SINGH ROYl The Eou ble the MinTster 
now says that Government will come forward in the near future with 
a more comprehensive Bill, but T dtmbt if that day will ever come. 
Where is the Bill for Lo<‘al Self-Government which tho Hon'ble 
the Minister promised to lay l)efore the House y 

Thi Hon’bto Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERdEAl The amending 
Bill is ready and will soon be introduced in the Council. 

Mr. BIJOYPROSAD SINGH ROTs Wliere is (be State Aid to 
Industries Bill which was so often talked of? We have very little 
faith in the promises made by Hon’ble Ministers. Where is the 
Bengal Municipal Bill f 

Mr. PRESIDENT; We do not want a catalogue of Bills that were 
promised by the Ministers, Mr. Roy. 1 may also*fiay that Local 
Self-Government Bills and Industries Bills are quite irrelevant at present. 
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Mr. BiJOYPROSAD 8INCH ROYS Tbe Han’ble the lut 

opposed my Bill simply because Gorernment want to oppose it. He 
is unable to point out any inberent defects in the Bill, but yet he mtil 
oppose it. , 


I have not much to say, but only to point out that the 
which have been put forward by the Hon’ble the Minister aip ba$ele& 
The motion that the Bill by Shah Syed Emdadul Haq be referred 
a Select Committee was then put and a division was called, witl| 
following result: — 




AhmtS, KJmm iofuMhir Msafvi wstHimMiii. 
Ahmtd, MAtflvt Itei UMifi. 

Ait, Mr. tytd frfAii. 

Arhsmuddin, MavivI Khandsksr. 

■anarjaa, Or. Sramatiiatialli. 

■anarjaa, iUil tahadur AMnatli Ohandra. 
■aftu, tabu 4atlndra Nath. 

■halta«har)l, labti Ham Chandra. 

•tM, Mr. $. M. 

Ohaudhuri, iabu KIthari Mahan. 

Ohaudhnrl, Khan iahadur MavivI Hahtar 
Nahman. 

Chaudhurl, Kai Harandranath. 

Oihan, Mr D. 4. 

Oaa, iabu ■hfihmadtv. 

Oat Ovpta, Nai Oahadvr Nibaran Ohantfra. 
Oa, Kai Oahadvr ranlndraiai. 

Obit, Mai Oahadvr Syarl Lai. 

Dutt, Mr. a joy Chundar. 

DutiA lahu Annada Oharan. 

.o4u Ohvthan. 


Ohaaa, RaJ Oahadnr da g and r a Oboaiir. 
Haq, Ohah tyad imdadiiL 
Karim, Mautvl Paiiai. 

Khaltan, Oabu Oabi PrataO. 

Khan, Oabv Oabandra LaL 
Makramall, Mvnahl. 

Maillh, Oabv Ourandra NatO. 

MItra, Rai Oahadvr Mahandra CfeanM. 
Meltra, Or. datlndra Nalfi. 

Mutthopaanaya, Oabu taral Obandra. 
Natiitr, Oabu Nam Chandra. 

Ralkal, Mr. Pratanna Dab. 

Ray, Oabu Ohabandra Chandra. 

Ray, Oabu dagandra Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Oljaypratad finoh. 

Ray. Rai Oahadur Lalit Mahan Oingh. .. 
Ray, Raja Maniiali linth. 

: tarkar, Oabv dagath Chandra. 

larkar, Oabv Rithindra Nath. 

! Ilnha, Oabu Surandra Narayaa. 


N0IA~4f. 


S'* rya Ohana. 

K, M., Khan Oahadvr. 
A.. <s -.nadur MavivI Emaduddln. 
A! Aiaharuddln. 

A*- 'akvinvddln. 

A*' ' * 

A« Adur Khwaja Mahamvd. 

0: ../bif Sir Ourandra Math. 


Ci. Ohah Muhammad, 

cr .n'bN thf Nawab OaiyM 

• - Oahadur. 

O* 

Oi. - 

OO' ’c Mr. d. 

Dar< •*' 

Oa*. 

tir 

PC'- ** ^ampbtii. 

0#«.. ^ 

Moi 

Hur T. 

Min' ■"'OvL 


1 Nuttain, MavivI Mahammad MaOatanr. 

I danah, Oabu Sara! Chandra. 

Khan, MauivI Hamid-ud*dln. 

! Law, Raja Rwhaa Casa. 

I Maharajadhiraja Oahadvr af isrivrai^ 

I ths Nan'bla tha. 

5 Marr, Mr. A. 
i MaAlpin, Mr. M. C. 

I MaCay, Ll.-Cal. David. 

I MItttr* tha Han bla Mr. P. C. 

I Mukarjoa, Mr. I. C. 

. Mukharjaa, Oabu Nitya Dhan. 

I Mukharji, Praftssar S. C. 

I PnHip, Mr. d. y. 

, Rahaam, Mr. Abdur. 
j Rahim, tha Nan'Ma Oir Abd-«is. 

; Ray, Oabu turandra Nath, 
j RabarHan, Mr. P. W. 

{ Ray, Maharaja Oahadur Kthavolsh Chaniw 
I Ray, Mr. d. N. 

I tkinnar, Mr. H. E. 

< Otaphansan, tha Nan'Wt Mr. R. L. 

•tvart>WUIiamt, Mr. t. C. 

} VRUara, Mr. P. S. I. 


. l ing 40 and the Noes 40, the motion was lost. 
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tli« motion that the Bill by Mr. Bijay Prasad Singh Eo^ bo reltf^rrad 
to^ Select Committee was then pnt and a dirision was taken with the 
ioQowing result r-^ 


AVia-ML 


aaewA tcnaa itaamir Mamvi Wailaniaiiii. 
AMHA MaWirf Asa UMtn. 

AH, «r. iyta JrtM. 

ArlMMMieaiKt wMMvt KAaniAAar. 
a«fMr|BA« Or. ersMAtliaiiatli. 
i am iWit oai laaMiiir Aamata oaaMra. 
aatii, aaton SAtlnSrt Haiti. 

•AaltaalMirjl, taAii Ham CAAnSra. 

•Mt, V. 

ChaiMOnirlt ialNi Kltli«rl Mttiafi. 

Ci M i Ailtiini KAMI ••Aathir MmM MaAetr 
Ka A Ai a a. 

CAaiHUiarl, Kal HartfiSraiiatA 
Oati taAa BAttAfiMiaM. 

Oai Otaila, Kal laliaeiir NlAaran Oianera. 
Ot, Ral aaAaSinr SaaiiMlralal. 

OAM, All taAaatir Syaii UL 
Daft, «r. Ajay CAtiwdw. 

Outu, SaAn AnaaSa CAaraa. 

Outta. taAii Hiaa thatAaA. 


I D A i ii , RM taAaeiif i ma Sr a CtHta itr. 

I Naa, SAsA «y«s iMiASai. 

I Karim, Mawivl Satial. 

KAattaa, OaAa OaAl ertMi. 

! KAam SaAa 0«b«iSra Lai. 

1 Makraiaaii, MimmAL 
. MtttiA, SaAii Surtntfra NatA. 

’ Mlira, llai OaAaSiir MaNiHlfa OAawlfa. 
j ttaitra, Or. satAiera NalA. 

I MttkAtjMSAaya, iaAa iarat OAaiiSra. 

I NatAtr. OaAa Nam nAAA#ra. 

) Kaikat, Mr. AraaaAAa Oaa. 

I Kay, Sabu tAabaaSra OAaiiSra. 

Kay, taAtt Saeamira NatA. 

Kay, Mr. OljaypraMi llafA. 

Kay, Kat KahaSyr Lain Mahaa SHifA. 

; Kay, Kaja Maallall ItiisA. 
i iarkar, tabu SaytaA (NNSiira. 
tarkar, iabu KltAiaSra NatA. 

•ifiha, Saba •uranira Narayaa. 


NOtt— 49. 


ASSy, taba Amalya Obana. ! 

iML NawabtaSa K. M., KAaa iabaSar. \ 

Ahmad, KAaa iabadur MauNi tmaduddla. 
Ahmad, Maahrl AtaharaddHi. 

Ahmad, Maataf YakamaddAi. 

AH, Mr. lyad Natim. I 

Axam, Khan iahadur Khara)a Mahamad. 
•aaar>aa, tha Naa’bla Hr laraaira NatA. | 

Oartaa, Mr. N. | 

■IrNy, Mr. L. j 

CAaadAarl, MaaNI thaA Muhammad. , 1 
OAaadhtin, tha Naii'AM fha Naarab tatyld 
NawaA All, Khan OaAadiir. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. 0. O. 

Oaaald, lAa Nan'bM Mr. 4. 

Oanavaii, Mr. 4, T. • 

Duval, Mr. H. |. 
emartan, Mr. T. 
farraaiar, Mr. J. CampbiH. 

Oaadff. Mr. S. W. 

NamaH, Mr. W. W. 

Nunttnstard, Mr. O. T. 

Naa, Maatvl IkramaL 


Huaaatfi, Maatvl Mahammad Madaatur. 
Kbaa, Maalvl Namid-ad>dAi. 

Khan, Mr. Kaiaar Kahmaa. 

Law, Ktja KtvAaa Caaa. 
MaharajadAtraja iabadur at iuriwaAv 
lAt Naa'bia lAt. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MtAMbi, Mr. M. e. 

MaOayi Ll.d>at. David. 

Mlittr, lAa Naa’bla Mr. P. 0. 

Muktrlaa, Mr. 9. 0. 

MakAariat, iaba Nftya Dhab. 

MakAaril, eratMiar I. 0. 
eAllIp, Mr. 4. Y. 

KaActm, Mr. Abdar. 

KaAhn, tha Nafi’Wa 9lr Abd^ir*. 

Nay, taba Sarafidra NalA. 

Kabartaan, Hr. f. W. 

Kay, Mr. J. N. 

SkliNMr, Mr. N. I. 
tttpbainan, tha Nan bla Mr. N. i. 
Ituart'Wirtlamt, Mr. A. 0. 

YHHtra, Mr. P. t. f. 


The Ayes being and the Noes 45 , the niotiou was lost. 

Dr. Hassan Suhrawnidy being absent, the following xfioiion stand- 
ing in his name was not put. 


Dr. HASIAN tUHRAWARDY to move that the Bengul Cruelty to 
Animals (Amendment) Bill, 192.3, o* introduced by him, lie referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of the non*ble Mr. H. L. Stephenson, 
Babu Surendra Nath Bay, Mr. L. Birley, Mr. 11. P. Duval, Babu Debt 
Prosad Ehaitan, Kai Dr. IlaridbaD Dutt Bahadur, Babu Eishori Mohan 
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Chaudhuri, Mr. S. Mahboob Aley, Manlvi Shah Abdtir Bauf, Mr. J. 
Campbell-Forrester, Bahu Amulya Dhone Addy and the mover, with 
infftructians to submit their re^iort in time for its conaideration by the 
Council at the next August session. 

e , 

The following motions fell through as the movers expressed a dei^re 
not to move them: — ^ 


The CefcutU University Bill, 1923. 

B4»u 9URENDRA NATH MALLIKi to move that the Calcutta Uni. 
versity Bill> 1923, as introduced by me, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter, the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahim, Mr. J. N. Roy, Mr. W. W. Hornell, Professor S. C. Mukherji, 
Babu Jatindra Nath Ba«n, Babu Rishindra Nath Sarkar, Mr. Ajoy 
Chunder Dutt, Dr. Hassaii Sulnawardv. Manlvi A. K. Fazl-ul Haq, 
Rai Jogendra Clmnder Bahadur, Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 

Mr. W. L, Carey and inys<*lf. with instructions to submit their rpf>ort 
in time for its consider.ition by the Council at the next Augu.st session. 


The Ufiiversitv of Calcutta Amendnient Bill, 1923. 
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JATINDRA NATH BA8U: to move that the University of 
'vnu-ndfuent Bill, 192.3, as intrd<luced by me. K* referred to 
' .:.iittee consisting of the Ilon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter, the 
‘•<l.ur-Rahim, Mr. J. N, Rov, Mr. W. W Hornell, l^rofes- 
licrji, Babu Suremlra Nath Mallik. Babu Rishimlra Nath 
\joy (^hiinder Dutt, Babu Kishori Mohan ('haudhuri, 
nhrawardy. ^faulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-IIuij, Rai Jogendra 
Bahadur, Mr. W. 1. Can*v and myself, with instruc- 
Iheir re|>ort in*time for its consideration by the Council 
:ust seSvsion. 


r.: ::uU« Buppreesion of Immoral Traffic Bill, 1923. 

! . C. MUKHERill; I move that the Calcutta Suppression 

of 1 * 'tie Bill. 1923, as intiTHhicsHl by me, be referred to a 

Sell .’<* (‘oUvsisting of the Ilon’ble Mr. IT. L. Stephenson, 

Mr. ^Ir. 11. P. Duval, Mr. AMur Raheem, Babu Jatindra 

Natl a Sureiidm Nath MalUk, Dr. Jatindra Nath Moitra, 

Dr, :awardy, Mr. F. E. E. Villiers, Mr. K. C. Ray Chau- 

dhu. ♦, with instructions to submit their rejiort in time for iU 

cons the Council at the next August seslion. 
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Mdom has any Legislative measure received suck widespread tad 
wftole-bearted support as this Bill. Every community in Caicutia*** 
Hindu, Muhammadan and Christian, Brahmo, Buddhist and Jain, has 
taken a most Jkeen interest and feels that a social and civic measure of 
this character is essentially ne<'es»ar>\ This evil of commercialiitMl vice 
is g;rowiug apace and is assuming disproportionate dimensions and is prov- 
ing a fteridSi menace to the ci\ic life of the city. A veiy* brisk trade is 
going on in imjxH*tiiig young girls from mutussjil and other centres, who 
are brought to Calcutta and platan! in hou«*s of ilLfamo, where they are 
being trained for a life of prostitution. According to the Chairman of 
the Calhutta Cor|ic>i*ation, then* are roughly pnwtitutes in Cal- 

cutta, and l, 2 (K) minor girli are brought into tlie city every year for 
the puriK)«es of immorality. Thos<* despi<‘ahle specimens of humanity, 
the pimjw and pnaamu's, have made a shipwn*ck t)f thousands of help- 
lets inncH-ent lives and have turniHl many a happy home into a H<‘ene of 
desolation and mis<*r\. Dnistic h'gislution is ne<vssary to deal with 
this cla.ss of iH*ople. 

It is a matter t»t pn»f(mnd regret, to me that by (‘ome uctndental over- 
sight claiis<‘s that dealt with pimps and procuri'rs were left out of the 
original draft. In this connection imiKirtunt suggi'siions have come 
fn 111 the Calcutta Vigilame Association, which has rendend yeonum 
i< e in the cau.se of smnul purity, and also from the ('ommissioner of 
Tolice. The omission in the draft Bill will lx* put right in the S*dect 
<'tunmitt<‘e. 

So far as the broad pnnciides underlying the Bill are cimcenied, there 
ha^ U*en a isufei t ununimitv in the country. Tin* Calcutta (\»r|Hnatii n, 
width has a ial right to s|x*ak on a suhjiM’t like tins, the (Vuiuirs- 
dinner (»f Police, the Commissioner of the Pnvsidenry Division, flie 
Indian Assmiation, the British Indian Asscndution, the Indian ('hiistian 
Associatum, Bengal, the C’alcutta Missionary ('onfereiuo, the Btuigal 
Cliri.stian ('onferena*. the Calcutta VigilaiKx? Assrsiution, the Anglo- 
Indian and J)omi( died F>uroi>ean A.hww iution, and the Bengal Stn ial Ser- 
vice l4*ague have strongly supixirted the principlcf of the Bill. 

I take this opjMirt unity of ordering my emi*hatic pndest against the 
statement made by the sulvcNimmitUx* appoinUd by the Council of the 
European Association where tin* sulecsmimitti^f' my: “ Tln^y toioider 
the Bill wrong in principles sinr^, as practical men, the ( omraittee do 
not consider that prostitution per ge can lx* stamjx’d out — more spe< dally 
in a country where pn>stitution is sometimes regarded as an honoured 
profession. (Cries of “ Shame, shame.*') 

I doubt veiy much whether (he report of the sub-committee in the 
form in which it has lieen sent was ever carefully considered by the 
Aaaooiation itaelf and I hope the European Asaociation will take the 
earliest opportunity of withdrawing the latter part of the statement 

0 
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wbi( h \B unwarrantable and needlessly offensive and is likely to give rise 
to unhappy communal irritation which is sure to do great harm. -• 

Ah regards the general provisions of the Bill, some very valuable sug- 
gestions have oome from public organisations and also from responsible 
[STHf/iiH, which, if the Bill is allowed to go to a Select Committee, v^ill 
receive their most careful consideration. 

As there has been ^uch a consensus of opinion in support of the Bill, 
a detailed examination of the Bill will not be necessary. 

I shall, therefore, (ontent myself with a rapid survey of some of the 
main pnmsions of the Bill : — 

1 . The main obje<’t of the Bill is to suppress commercialized vice. 

2. A brothel or a disorderly house has been defined as a house, room 
or pla(»e which the oc-cupier or person in charge thereof habitually 
allows to be used by any other jierstm for the purposes of prostitution. 

3. The Bill pn>vides for incT€‘ating the existing penalities for solici- 
tation to immorality and the abetment of solicitation in order to make 
the punishment somewhat deterrent. 

AWtmeiit of solicitation has l>een spe< iully mentioned to include 
ghurriwalluhs. ricksha wallahs and other pimps who .solicit in public 
phu’e.**, 

4. For the alK>ve offenc'os any jK)lice officer not ]>el('\v the rank of 
SnlvlnsjM'rtor, hut siKM iully emjKm’ered by rank or name in this ]>ehalf 
h\ il.r ('< n.Miissioner of Poliw*, will Ik* able to arrest without a warrant. 

» ' toH', rtom or pluiv has « nee had an order juss^hI agtiinst it for 

1 * . .1 as a brothel and is o|)cncd ligain for the same purjKwes. 

1' • oner of Police may, without further iiujuiry. order the 

c nmnager, or occupier thertH>f to discontinue such use with- 

i’ f Si'veu day.s. 

‘^ion i.s absoluteJ;V' necessurj*, liecnuse under the present 
Hi . Police Act, the inmates of a brothel may l>e changed, and 

it- T^imoral house netnl not l>e discontinued, lu* the owner can 

ill. (it out to another set of prostitutes. 

(5 to 8 deal with the removal and di.sjKisal of minor girls 
in 

^ crux of the whole question. The establnshment of indus- 
fr' .. Conte 111 phi UhI in the Bengal Children’s Act. has Wome 

ai> - net'essity. 

- ply grateful to Ilis Excellency the Governor for evincing 
su. 'ortvst in the said Act with ivgard to the establishment of 

in -vds. 

pasMHi into law. the question of industrial schools will 
cc: ' TV forefront and demand an immediate solution in the 
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Lisds of the Goveraxaeni and tJbe public spirited citiaeua of Bengal. Ami 
hpt i» a grave responaibility whicJi cannot be ignored any longer* 

We are faced with an evil which muat be stamped outn. and the sooner 
it is done the^better for the fair name of Calcutta and for the salvation 
oiT hundreds and thousands of our unfortunate sisters. 

'Safeu tURENDRA NATH MALLIK: I beg to associate myself with 
everything that hiis lieen said by the mover, Professor S. C. Mukherji^ 
whosi I have heard with keen attention, and 1 think a long speech on 
the subject is not expected of me. But the only thing which I should 
like to •add is this. You might legislate, but you cannot suppress 
prostitution, unless the elderly ladies and mothers are educatcnl and 
are anxious to save their uufi»rtunate young daughters and sisters^ 
and lend them a helpini? hand. Further, I think the time has come 
when we should prcivide pla(H*s where these unfortunate young women 
couhl l»e placed from all temptations. Witliout that thert^ can be 
no use of this legislation and you cannot put a sU)p to the vice. 

Mr. F. E. E. VILLI ER8s I wish Ui associate mysidf with the under- 
lying principles of the Bill, as p!o|iosed by Profesw>r S. C. Mukherji, 
and in doing so I know I am voicing unequivocally the »w?ntimenta of 
the Euro|>eun community. Professor S. Mukherji bus }M>int4M] out 
tfiat this is not the time to consider the detailed provisions of the Bill 
and, although this is so, and although then* are some of us who con- 
sider that the Bill is nf»t altogether on sound lines, siiu't* we have Wn 
told of the serious omi.ssions from the Bill as put up to us for con- 
sideration, we entirely, as I Lave already said, agree with the main 
principle*^. It is a matter of common knowledge to most of us that 
the state of imniorality in this gfeat city is in jmrts such as ran no 
longer Ik* tolerated, and as such I would assure the mover that we will 
give everv* bit o{ our service in aiding the Bill tbrougb its course* and 
to .see to it that legislation is effected on wise and prac tical lines. 

[At thif stage the President left the ChainlK*r and the Deputy- 
President took the Chair.] 

Blliu DEBI PR08AD KHAITANt I rise to assmiate myself with 
the principles underlying the Bill to refer which to the S«*lect Com- 
mittee Professor S. C. Mukherji has made this motion. There is no 
doubt that immoral tniffic has increa.sed to a very large extent in 
this great city, and I am a**hanied to admit that it is increasing every 
day. It is absolutely necessary that some substantial steps should be 
taken not only to check the increase but to diminish as far as possible 
the growing evil which is a disgrace to this Imperial city of Calcutta. 

I am glad to find that this Bill has Wn introduced; it will now go 
to the Select Committee, I hofie, by a vc»te of this Council and, when it 

9 .% " 
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emerges from the Select Committee, it will be in a form wbich will 
produce the effect intended by the mover of this Bill. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I rise to give my full support 
to the general principles of the Bill. The children df the middle 
and floorer classes of the community require to be protected against 
the insidious attempts of the wretched class of fiersons who are known 
as pimps and procu^e^^, and the highe.st punishment should be awarded 
to them. When the Bill is {onsidered in the Select Committee, I 
hofK* the details of the Bill will be carefully examined, ao that the 
Bill may not fail in its object and there may not be any hardship on 
innocent fersons. 

Rai NtBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: I think I cannot 
silently allow this important piece of social legislation, introduced by 
my hon’ble friend, Professor S. C. Mukberji, to go without my parti- 
cipation in the debate. It strikes me as a most extraordinary thing 
(it may W due to certain extraordinary* (‘ircuinstances) that .some 
very important pieces of legislation have leen introduced by [irivate 
memUus at a time when the life-time of the Council is ctiming to a*j 
end. I do not e.xactly know whether theie will 1 k‘ time enough for 
the »S<dect CommitttH* to go into all its details and to devote the amount 
of attention ntid the amount id care which the inifHirtann* of ihe 
suhjiH't demands and then to pre.sent a Bill whiidi will W atvejitahle 
to the ITi»us<*; MO that the provision*, of such a Bill (nin be discussi*d 
fiib' 'AV'^ laborately in this Coum il. itowever, there is no qm'stion 
- ill the memlx^rs (d this House are in full symiwtl \ with 
g principle.M of the Bill. But it strik<*s me that a jiiecc 
wliii'h will affect ('alcutla alone has In^cn so abniptlv 
The underlying ({Uestion is a very large one. It is 
U'g«‘ mimlKT of immature girls are inifH»rU‘d fnun the 
I he metropolis, and that is how this immoral traffic is 
it affeiis the nmfa.Msal a- mu< h as the nudrofirdi-'. ^\llcu 
diV'oyed from the tnufaMsal, it is neciCMsarv that steps 
.. n so that the girls may not lie brought from tliere to 
"i.s kind of truffii' and commtTce. Where i.s the firtn'ision 
Jiink tlie oidy thing that the framer of the Bill aims at, 

• (\ilrutta Police with greatei jsiwers for arresting cer- 

• aiTving (in this nefarious traffic and to put a stop to 
•hink that is enough. Something more ought to lie done. 

• e lieen pointed out hy the lit^ngue id Nations, and I 
.s an important piece of legislation before the T.#egi«lative 
•ndia; and if we want to do anything we should proceed 

ul down by the League and the L’crislntive Assembly of 
'ng with a subject like this is of very* little use. 
»iot tliink there is any harm in jefeiring it to the 
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S^act Committal*. The Select Committee will present ft report, an^ 
that report shall have to \>c considered ver>" carefully by this House. 
As I told the Council, thenr will be hanlly any time for this House, 
ftt«the fag-en(h of the session, to consider all the details of a Bill like 
thi# and to devote the time and attention which the importance of iht 
subject would demand. However. I am not going \o oppose thf 
refeieiHc to the Stdect Committee; but 1 think it is absolutely neces* 
aarv* that there should l*e a piece of comprehensive legislation which 
will cover the case of the nuifassul well ns of Calcuitu witli regard 
to evcry^ kind of comnieicialised vice ami tra?Bc in human l)eing«. Ai 
young girls are imported into Calcutta fnim outsule, you cannot leave 
the Country outside Calcutta out of your (onsidcration. With these 
obst^vations, 1 l)eg to express mv hearty sympathy with the underlying 
principles of the Bill: but tbe detaiK are not stub as to command my 
unstintc<l supjiort. l urthcr. there is another ‘»en(ni»i objection to 
the Bill wbicli has bccti jsiinted (»ut by Mr. S. N. Mallik,' and I am 
in full agn^unent with him. 1 nle*»s tliere an^ “ rescue-homes all 
over tlie country, whcic are we going to keep the girls, re.siued from 
a life i f temptatiini y It is jH^rfeetly useles.s to legislate on a subject 
like til's witliout thc-e re''Cue-hoTne.s. Tbe etTei t of this debate in 
thij» M uTitn- will be. I ImiK* ami trust, to roufe public opinion in favour 
of.itaTiing a large number of re>( ut^hoine.s for unfortunate girls who 
may full a prev to Mce and to the devices of those object ioruible jiest.s 
of society, vu . the piinp*^ and procurers. With these nbwrvations, 

I g:\e m\ general -UfJisjrt to the principles of the Bill, but 1 still 
j<*c« trtii/e that a ('oniprelien<*’\e fuece of legishpion •■bould have lieen 
introduced, either ]»y the (biveniment or by some private niemlier, for 
dealing efTectivel> with tbe problem.* 

Mauivi HAMID-UD*DIN KHAN; I gne mv ■whole-hearted support 
to the Bill. I .Khould like ti» make a few leinarks with referenee to 
the Bill. IVofe‘*sor S. C Mukherji has said that through oversight 
no provisioj^ has l>een made in the Bill for tbe puni»»hinent of pimjw, 

I tbiiik some prcivision should be made in the Bill for the proper 
punishment of pimps, becaiw* these pimps pnu-ure girls from outside 
Calcutta and bring them here for immoral purjK>s 4 *H. I am not on 
the Select Committee. Init I beg to draw* the attention of the membem 
of tbe Scdect Commit tec‘ to section S, 9 and IH of Burma Act II of 
1921. which prr>perly deal with persons who are pinifw and procurers. 
With these words 1 supfiort the Bill. 

Babu HIM CHANDRA BHATTACHARJI Hddn*psed the Council 
in Bengali in sujiport of (he Bill and suggested the addition of tbe name 
of Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri to (he Select C<5mmittee. 

Rai JOCENDRA OHUNDER CHOSE iahidiirs The Bill has ir.y 
hearty synifwthy, but it does ap|iear to me that it is not comprehensive 
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enoui?h. My friend, Babu Surendra Kath Mallik, just now said that all 
tlif-ne Bills will lx* of no use until the mothers are educated; but there 
b another class of men. Fntil they are brought to book, things will go 
on as bad as ever. It is the rich disolute men who are the cause of the 
downfall of women; it is they who have got to be brought to book. "Tt 
is not the mothers, but the rich disolute men whom we cannot catch. 
S niehow I do hope that some day the law will ])e made wide enough to 
I ring iiito the meshes of its net such men. They have no idea of « the 
evil tln*y do to women for the pleasure of a nicmeiit or for the gratifica- 
tion of their lust. Another thing has been referre<l to by my friend 
( oposite (llai Nil>amn Chandra Das Gupta Baha/lur^, that this Bill does 
rit t pn^vide for rescue-homes. In this country-, when a Hindu girl goes 
wr('ng, there is no placx^ for hef to go to. In this state of things I think 
G< vernment should provide rescue-homes. The condition of eveni' society 
must l>e a guide for the law; there cannot be a unib rm law b r all coun- 
tries, but the law should lx* in ncr(,*rdance witli the conditions (>f the 
country. Thejx* thifjgs may l>e providinl for. As regards the mothers 
and others, we have already provided for them in the Children’.^ Act. 
This was done at niv instance and that of manv other members, but I am 
afraid that we have ik t brs»n able to lay our han<l.s on the rich dissolute 
men. 


Or. dATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I lend my whcd(*.hearUHl supix^rf 
t( t!jc } o-. i'ions of the Bill that hai Wen moved by my friend, l^rofessor 
S \[..i ‘ f'rji, partK ularly with reference to the check on sc.-licitation 
hg (.n iti increasing proi>orti()n in Cabuitta. During iny 
* ‘ tlu‘ last 20 years in Calcutta I have seldom notitxsl ojH»n 

^ ” daylight ; but lately, it was my misfortune t<i be placed 

’ ..tan<’(vs which made me understand the seriousness and the 

• the evil that i.s going on in Calcutta. A few days ago I 

V .*>ugli a narrow lane to stu' a patient ; it was alsmt 2 o'clm k, 

e • *ie quarter I am ivfeiTing to is !H‘ar about Wellesley Square, 

I. . st of it. A.s I was going through a lane' my car was 

!’ • H'tHHling at a slow s]xhm 1. jvhen, all of a sudden, a Criya 

b o the fn>nt of my rar and askiul me to stop there. I 

V uglit that tlii.s was the hou'^e where I was exf)ected. He 

(. in} bag Shortly after another Criya came and insisted 

t* go to another hou-x*. I was iH'wildered and could not 

u. »' situation. My chauffeur, who was more shrewd than 

R . realiied the position and told the mei# that we were going 

t( ut. If this state of things is iK>ssible in Calcutta in 

\ ' -i. I think Government should not hesitate to bring in 

H' ’ hich will act as a deterrent to the jx^rson* who indulge in 

t! I quite understand the remarks made by my friend, 

B . Nath Mallik, that prostitution cannot be checked by mere 

Ic- duxly ever dreamt of this. From the days of Adam and 
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thete things are going on in some shape or other; hut there mtlsl he 
edse check on the extent of the evii and its effect on the younger people, 
particularly the school and college-going population, and no bethels 
shpuld be allmred near any school or college or any puldic thoroughfare. 
Wjth these remarks I support the Bill. 

f At this stage the Hon'ble the President returned to the Chamber 
and took the Chair. ] 

•ft 8YED NA8IM ALIS t must congratuUU» Professor S. C. 
Mukhegi for introducing this Bill towanls the end of the life of this 
Council, and for this rea.son. We have bei^n concerned during these 
three years over balancing our deficit budgets, over financial losses— -in 
fact we have been mainly conreme<l with th»» bread-and-butter problem. 
But it is the Proh^ss^^r wh(» has brought in this variation — this change of 
atmosphero calling the attention i f the Housi' to (he moral side of the 
people of fhi.s proviniv and, for this reason, I congratulate the Prof*»ssor 
f« r the Bill which he ha.s intrivluceil. Sir. pnwtitution cannot stoppiHl. 
We all know this. Prostitution cannot a crime. All that u'c can 
say is that it is a vk’h^; and. l>eing followers of Islam, which dictates 
that prostitution or whoredom must be punished by stoning to death, 
we, the Muhammadan inemliers. must web’ome any measure wKii'h will 
(he Iciist possible' ste;i t<ov:mls the doing away with prr^titution 
in this country. Tie ne depl<»n\ble thing Is not the vice of prostllu- 
tun. but it is the trafficking in prostitution. We all find that in 
<'ulcutta then' is a n^gular (riiffii* going on by a certain class of |w>ple 
who are rii. iking money out of the vice of the [ssiple, and the objts’t of 
ilu* presiMit Bill is to put an end to thi.s trafficking in immorality. It 
would apjSNir from a certain iwniphb't wdii«’h has ls»en publisheil by the 
Calcutta Vigilance Association, oi which the I.#onl Bi.shop of ('alnitta is 
the President, that alsmt 1,800 young girl.s are imporieil into Calcutta 
for the pur[K>se of prostitution eveiy year — u horrible figure and n 
horrible state of affairs indi’svl ! If we are to see that Calcutta shoubl 
lx* friH^l fiom this evil a real lx*gianing must la* mode. Cp till 
now no serious attempt has l>een made to eradicate this evil, The 
punishment which is presorilied for solicitation is not such as w’ould 
serve as a deterrent. The punishment which is prescrilied for these* pro- 
curers and pimfis is not at all adequate. It is, therefore*, alsiolutelv 
nece^sa^l that sevenT and more stringent measures should b© enacted 
to ro|>e with this situation succ^sfuUy. It would also appear that, in 
epite of the existing law, nothing has been done and the rice has been 
on the increase from day to day. There are some people who think 
that this legislation cannot eradicate this evil nnless the people elevate 
themselves; but we all know that, though by legislation it is im{a>s«ible 
to make a community or nation moral, some sort of legialation is neces- 
«ary, so as to check the practice partially, if not w^ly. Lastly, T 
must also ftoint out that t^re is an apprehension in some quarters that 
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there wi^bt he an ioDer meaning in this legislation, and it ia this; Jt 
is said in some quarters that as there are not sufficient rescue-homes, 
either of the Hindus or of the Muhammadans, and as there are not suflS- 
cient industrial schools in which these girls can be kept, t^e 
only result will that when they wull be rescued from pimps afd 
procuren>, they will sen ft to Christian homes, and then they 
become Christian converts. Tliere is this apprehension ib some quar- 
ters, Init, to my mind, this is an apprehension which has absolutely no 
foundation. It is an apprehension which simply exists in the minds of 
thow* ix‘ople who care moie for the (»rdinary formulas and formalities of 
relifri(>ii, hut not for the essence of religion — I mean the moral efevation 
of tlie i)eople. There are also some who think that unless and until you 
provide sufficient industrial sch(K>ls for this purjKwie it would be ])rema- 
ture to have a legislation like this; and to them my answer is that this 
is (Illy the lx.*ginning — only the earnest of the future; and as soon as 
this Hill will Ik^ j»asst*d into law by this Couin il, I think the Professor 
w’ill undoubtedly bring in another Bill for establishing industrial schooU 
and h( rues for tlies#* girls. I iheref(/re ho|H‘ and trust that this Council 
in a iKxly will sufqiort it. My own impression is that .suc h apprehensions 
have got no real uumning, have got no real force and, a? such, a real 
Ix'ginning should lx* made t(wards the object which the Professor ha*- in 
view. Before I resume my seat, I must again congratulate my lionTde 
friend the Pi<*fessor for intrcMlucing a Bill ol‘ this nature and for di awing 
the attention of the memlH*rs of this Council to the morality of the |H*ople 
of iImn jM..v incx*. 

' :iAy. ."YiD EMDADUL HAQ siwke in Bengali in supixirt cT 
1 * iklurji’s Bill, a translation of which is as follows: — 

ti is considered a detestable thing by in our Shastran, but 
it this ccnintry without any impetliment under British rule in 

I. >»*ijted a Bill fimilar tv> the one now under discussion, con- 

fi A dO clause's, am^ I think that the Bill made its aj>|x*arnn( e 

ii ‘ ' Indore the intrcxhiction of this Bill Some 7 tr 8 clauses 

ot ive l»een emlxKlied in this Bill There are some other 

in Mt matters in mv Bill. When my Bill was introduced, 

(i \pressed svmjxithy with me. but jjerhaps they did not 

tc- e Select thinking that a lot of time would 

bi li.seussion with me. But I might mention that it would 

br‘ 'r and would serve a more useful purfiose ff '-ome of thi* 

in- visions of my Bill were incorixwated in this Bill an I 

th -cussed in Council As prayer time is nearing, it is 

tb* ' desire that I should l»e brief in my speech, and so I 

on* ; :*e motion. 

- - -1NA CHANDRA RAY OHAUDHURI : I shall not detain 

thi • 'oh longer as we have had enough of discussion on the 
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3 h}eci. I have only to »ay one or two words with reference to one 
Mr. Syed Ali's observations, that there i« leasonable appro* 

fusion in some quarters that these rescued frirln might full into the 
hands of Chr^tians or be sent to Christian industrial homes. All that 
I can say is that if they do fall into such haniU and Im» rescued by 
C^stiaiis, it will bo a much more welcome thing than their living lives 
ol shame and infidels. I would ten times welcome the idea that they 
l>ecome Christians and U* normal human Iteings than lead a 
life*of shame. From information gathered from my friends I have 
learnt that these girls aie brrmght frtuu the imifassal and sohl to the 
highesf bidders in some part.s of Calcutta. The l)uyess a*e monied 
people and can manage to avoid dete<'tion nr niteiterence by the jHilice. 
With these words I give my whole-hearted supiHirt to the Bill, 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON t When the Bill was intro- 
duced by IVofessor Mukherji, I explained the attitude of Government 
towards tlie Bill as Inong one of entire benevolence The fjuestion 
faist's very great difti(•u]lle^. (fo\ernmetit (ansuleied legislation 
on various occasions, and has even gone so fur as to draft a Bill. 
But they have always felt that in an imjNUtanl ijUe'.tion of so< ial 
advancement of this kind, the initiative ought to com** from private 
inemlKTs. Government, therefore, welcome the intioductioti of thiti 
Brtl and w'lll give anv assistance to Profes-or Mukhein in jmssiug 
It through the Select (V»inmitt«M* and in improving the Bill U*fore it» 
final preseiitution liefore the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I lune a question to ask you, Professfir. Do 
>ou suggest Mr. K (’. Uav (’haudhun’s name shtuild Ik* added to 
the Select (’ornmittee !" 

Professor S. C. MUKHERJI: It was sugge.>»ted by the Labour 
memWr, Babii Hem Chandra Bhattnc harji, and I ha*'^ no objection. 

The motion wa*' then put, with the additK»ri of the name c»f 
Mr. K. (’.•Bay ( iiaudhun a* a memlier of the Select Comieittee, and 
agreed to. 

Adjoiirniiiofil. 

The Council was then adjourned till d r.ii. on Wednesday, the 4th 
July, Pl2d, at the Town Hall, C'ulcutta. 
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FrooMdingf of the Bangel Legiititive Coynotl a iee mbl e d widir the 
proviiione of the Coverniiiefit of Indie Aot 

* . 

Tuk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 4th July, 1923, at 3 p.m. ^ 


Present: 

The Hon’bk* the President in the Chair, the four Hon'ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers, and 9T nomi- 
nated and elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Improvement of the rivers in the district of Jeesore. 

•XI. BahuNALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in cliurge of the Department of Irn^ratiou be pleaded to state the result of 
the invostifTotious for the inij>rovement of the river? in the district of 
JesHore? 

\\ ill the Hon’ble the MemWr be pleaded to '«tate what improve- 
no . liii.. i*.>en or are Winp made in rep-ard to the Bhairah? 

r: in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
H. Maharaladhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan): and The 

n. . 1 ifH|uirv 


•4*- -ent of Mr. Roxburgh as Chief Presidency Magistrate of 
Calcutta. 

r.. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Hon’ble the 
y ^ .rpe of the Judicial Department l>e pleased to state — 

. r tliere are any Fi>e<Mal reasons which have led to the 
;'ointnient of a menil)er of the Indian Civil Serv ice as Chief 
Mdency Mufristrate of Calcutta; and 
t»r the ap[>otntment of Mr. Roxburgh is a permanent or a 
..porary one? 

in oharge ef ilUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hen’ble 

Sir t ; ■ ::.him): (iV The p»>^t is one to which either a member of 
th»* vil Service or a barrister may be a|;^iiited. So the 

qu. muntmeot for special reasons *’ does not arise. But 
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it this particular occasion Mr. Roxburgh, who is a member of the Indian 
[Hiril Sen ice, was considered to be the most suitable person available for 
tht post. 

* (li) The member is referred to the reply given to a similar question 
by Baba Jatiudra Nath Basu in the present sessions of the Council. 

*XII(a). Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEAl May 1 ask if no 

* praatia^f? barrister was found available for this |>ost f 

TIia HcMi’bla Sir ABD«UR«RAHIM: I think 1 have answered this 
question in my printed reply. 

a 

•Xll(b). Rai PANINDRALAL OE Bahadur: May I ask a supple^ 
mental^' question, Sir? When is the (iovernment going to announce 
their opinion on the report of the Uetrenchnient Conunitti^*, a state- 
ment of which was irromutHl us by His Excellency the (loyernor in the 
dulyw*s»ion? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hon’Ma 
Mr. 4. Donald): The [iositu>n is this. The unni>uncemen» was pri>- 
mised in July, but if the Council had sitting as originally inUuide<l 
lyj to the end of thi** month we .should have Imh'Ii able tt> give a state- 
ment slKiwing exactly our progress up to dat<v This (Nnincil conn^ 
to an cntl tf>-mom^w and I am afraid I shall not lu^ able to have the 
stufeiner:t ready It has not }et l.ivn print^^l; probably c'opies will 
U‘ stmt to Inm’ble memlMT'' as .soon as they are reatly. But if there 
is any prniit in which lion’ble memlH»rs want to know wliat has been 
d<4M*. Mr. MaiT and m\’<elf will lM*«gla<] to give the information. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the HorfMa Mr. H. E. A. CottCfl): I have 

allowed thin (piite irreifular lonvers.ition two hon'lde mernlH^rs. 

But. Rai Bahadur, if you wanted to know what had been done with 
reganl to the report of the comniittw, vou sh<»uld have put your ques- 
tion on the i*ap»r. It does not n*ally ari.w out of l)r, Banerjea’s question. 
I have allowed it onlv as a s|SK’ial <oncension. Wimuse I can well under- 
stand the anxiety of the iiiemU*rs on this subject. It must not hapis^n 
•gain. 


UnsUrred Quest iont 

(antum to which were Mid on the tuble). 

Abolition of tho epeoiil staff eniployid for MuhanuMubui oduoation. 

58 . NawMMMli K. M. AFZALt Kban Bahidtiri (ij) Will the 
Hon*ble the Minister in chorge of the Department of Education be 
pleased to state whether he is aware of the feeling created among the 
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Muhammadan public by the recommendationg of the Betrcnchme^t 
Committee al)Out the abolition of the special staff employed for pro- 
motion of education among the Muhammadans? 

(/>) Will the Hon’ble the Minister be pleased to state whether tjie 
Government are considering the desirability of issuing a communique 
stating the line of action they pro[)os(* to take on the said recommeu^da- 
tions? ' 

MINISTER in charge cf DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION fthe ' 
Honllile Mr. P. C. Mitter)s (a) Yes. 

(h) Government do not consider it desirable to issue a commhniquS^ 
but a statement will be placed l»efore the Council showing# how the 
rc( <>mmen(lations of the Ketrenchment Committee have been dealt with 
and what decisions have bc‘en arrived at. 


Change of unions in the district of Jessore. 

60. Bibu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in clcirge of th(‘ l‘(>li<’e Depart luent Ik* pleased to state whether the Got- 
erniii«*nt are contemplating any (bangeof chaukidari unions or |)ortion8 
tlieuM.f by transfer from one tbana to another in the distrii't of Jes'jore? 

(h) If so, will the TIon’ble the Meml>er 1 k' i>leased to state wbut 
tin sc contemi>lated changes are? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bit 
M< • *^tephen80n): No surh pr<j]>osul is before (iovornmeiit. 

a'.‘'tion dm‘s not arise. 


R- 


>(■ 

tr 

n. 



in the Howrah*Hooghly (Non^Muhammadan) rural 

constituency. 

« 

rANINDRALAL DE Bahadur: (n) Will the Hon^ble the 
urge of the Ap}K)intmcnt ( Legislative ) Department be 

• e whether it is in the confemplutiou of the Government 
adjustment in the Dowrah-II»K>ghly (Non-Muhammadan) 

•Mcy? 

llon'ble the Mcmb4*r taken into eonsideration the follow- 

•:ic number of uiiiou Inairds in Hooghly and Howrah are 

• ut rj<> and 8-1, respectively; 

•le area of Hooghly i» more than double that of Howrah; 

\ the last election the numlier of voters in Howrah was 
, rtb-uil 8,n(K), while in Hooghly it was about 16,000? 



QUESTIONS. 


Im.] 


m 


^ (c) Are tile Government considering the desiiibility of allottingr two 
jmU to Hooghl y and one to Howrah ? 

(d) Is the Uon’ble the Meml»er aware that very amsiderable iucon* 
Toiueuce will #)e caused, if there is any further delay in announcing the 
dagision of the Government in the mutter and whether it is the intention 
of Government to issue orders at an early date Y 


MEMBER in oBargo of APPOINTMENT [LECIBLATIVE] 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon*blo Sir AbcMir*Rihim) : Undei the 

revised Bengal electoral regulations published last week the Ibx’ghly- 
Howrah (Non-Muhammadan^ rural constituency n'tunnng two meiuliers 
has been split up into the s(*i»arate runil non-Muhiuuinndan const itu* 
encies of HooghlN and Howrah, tvicli t'bnting one menilM»r. 

(h) o). (»») and (ifi) The reply is in the aflfinnative. 

(c) The reply is in the negative. 

{(f) The <|ue.stion dtH*s not aris<‘. 


Excavation of tha Tetulia iripur khal. 

62. Babu BHI8HMADEV DA8: Will the llon‘bIe the MemW in 
ciujrge (*f the Depart ineiit of Irrigation be pleased to state whether 
the project for the excavation (d the Tetulia Srijmr khal has been 
iiifiuired into by biN department? 

The Hon’ble tha MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: The (|uestioii (d the exinvation (d the khal has lieen 
in<iuired into by the local otiicer (»t this department and is still under 
consideration. 


Howrah Bridge Sohome. 

83. Rti^ MAHENDRA CHANDRA MITRA Bahadur: Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in < liarge of the Marine Department l»e jde«se<1 to 
state — 

it) the present position cd the Howrah Bridge scheme; and 
(ti) how and by whf»m the cost of construction is !<• Ik» met? 

MEMBER in oharga of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tha Him'bla 
Mr. d. Donald): (O The erection of a single sjHin cantilever bridge, 
as recommended by the Committee of Engim^ers apiKiinUnl to advise 
on the subject, is now under consideration, and the ability of Calcutta 
to finance such a bridge has Ix^n investigated by a Committee whose 
report is expected to apfiear shortly. 

in) Tending the ref>ort of the latter Committee no decision has yet 
been arrived at. 
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Oplniom art tht Ri|M of the Bengiil Tmmwjf (A imndw n t ) BIB. 

64. SHAH SYEO EMOADUL HAQ: (a) WiU the Hon’ble the 
Member in char^^e of the Department of Keyenne (Land^Eerenne) be 
pleased to state whether any opinions have np to date been received %m 
the llefK>rt of the Benfral Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, which was pdl)- 
lished in the Calcutta Gazette? 

(h) If so, will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to lay on the 
table copies of those opinions P 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member l)e pleased to state bow many 
opinions have been received from — 

(1) Associations, 

(2) Officials, 

(3) Menilters of the Ix»p^islative Council, and 

(4) Outsiders? 

(fl) Are the Government considerinjr the desirability oi introducin|f 
the Bill in the Council dunng the current year? 

(f) II not, why not? 

MEMBER in oliarge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (th« Hon'ble the Mahar«)Mihir«|e BiUuidur of Burtfimif): 

(o) Yes. 

cannot W laid on the table till the Bill is ripe for 

inf?.. ( 

■ > received ate as follows: — 

.turns — 74. 

;.^169. 

- IS of the legislative Council — 5. 

. ...rs — 593. 

•11 1m‘ no time to put it through. 


Z ‘ :20iniiioil«tion for girl ttiulofits of the Bethune College. 

:: AMULYA DH'ONE ADDY: (o) Has the attention of 

”0 Minister in eharire of the Department of Edueatioa 
I he fact that there is ho adecjuate l>oardinp aceommoda^ 
tio: ’ ho prosecute their studies in the Bethune College? 

ill the Hon’ble the Minister he pleas'd to state whether 
the t are considering the desirability of taking necesaaiy 
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§t 4 ^ for ertciing a iui table boilding for the accommodiitioD of the 
iJld girls near the said college and iu the meantime to provide a 
iviited house to accommodate at least twenty-five boarders? 

»1lM HOft’Mt Mr. P. C. MITTER! (a) Yes 

^ (h) Land was acquired for the purjx>se in 1914-15 at a cost of 
Rs* 1,73,000, but funds have not Wn available for construction. Gov- 
ernment have under consideration u scheme for a new aided hostel in 
• Calontta. 

Inomwiienca to pttseiigort on dotooro-dhaniMi omt Khulnt- 
Bagorhot RoihMiyt. 

eg. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: (^) U the Hon'blo the 
Minister in charge of the I)ei«irtment of Public Works nwarc that water 
trickles down the nK)f ol the Jessort^Jlienidab and Kbuljm-Ilagerhat 
Railway carriages in such a way that ev€»n the first class- carriage's are 
unfit for use during the rains? 

(b) Is the Hon‘bIe the Minister aware that gieat inconvenience 
is felt by the jeople for want of waiting-rooms for females at any of the 
stations of the aWve railways? 

••(r) Is the Iloirble the Minister aware that the timing of the above 
railways is never correct and that the engines are bud and often go out 
of order and that the peojde are put to great inconvenience thereby? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desimbility of asking the 
authorities to remove the inconveniences at an early date? 

MINISTER in ohargs of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(the Hon’blo th# Nawab Saiyid Naarab All Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur)! 

{}») anil (r^ Go^ernment have no information on the subject. 

(d) The attention of the Railway authorities will b<' drawn to the 
subject-matter of the (juestion. 


Hostol for girl studontf at Caloutta. 

67. Babu NALINI NATH ROY: (a) Will the HonM.le the Minister 
in charge of t^e IVpart merit of Education Ik* please<l to state whether 
it is in the contemplation of the (fovernment to establish a hostel for 
girl students at Calcutta? 

(6) If not, what is the difficulty? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. P. C. MITTER: (o) A hostel an an aided bori» 
is contemplated. 

(b) The question does not arise. 
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Noinifiatad iiMiiilm on tho iKstriot boardp lootl boords and ^ 
munioipaiitiai of the Pabna iMfiot. 

6S. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) WiU Hon ble the 

Minister in charge of the Def»artinent of Local Self-Goveminent %e 
pleased to state — 

(?) the proportion of nominated meml>ers on the district l>oard, 
local boards and inunici|>alities of the district of Pabna; 
and 

(ii) the number and qualifications of such nominated meral)ers? 

(?;) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
the system of voting by ballot in the election of the local boards? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Bancrjea): (i) The 

proportion in each case is 33*3 i>er cent. 

(ii) As to the nural»er of nominated memlK'rs of the district and 
local boards the memlK?r is referred to the reply given to his (juestion 
No. 199 on the 2bth January, 19‘.?3. There arc six nominated meml)ers 
on both the I’nbna and Sinijganj Mn!ii<‘ii>al Ihmrds. The noniinated 
inemlH*rs of these various bodies were selected in view of their status, 
education or exfH»rierice in public affairs or as suitable n‘pr(‘sentati''*»s 
of special communities. 

{h) Tl'.is question will \ye considered. in connection with Hie amehd- 
o * (- t consolidating Bill of the Local Self-Government Act. 


The reclamation of the Bhairab river. 

.:,j dATINDRA NATH BASU: {n\ Will the Hon’blo the 
harge (d the Department of Iingation be fdeuned to state 
schcone has lietyc framed fr»r the reelamat ion of the river 
! whetlu'r ai'> steqv.^ have been taken to gi\e effect to any 

• scheme has Ihh'Ii framed, *will the Hon’hlc the Member 
) state at what stage the pnqxisals for the retdamation of 
•imb m*w are? 

the Tlon'ble the Member Ih" pleasinl to slate when the 
' the scheme to he frumetl? 

fi’hio the MAHARAdAOHIRAdA BAHADUR of 

t' 'll (a) No scheme has lavn preimml. 

preliminary work is now l>elng done and the survey is 

vthing from a year to two years’ time. It is too goon to 



b- 
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CHABMAXAIR IXCIDEXT. 

Raoent happenings at Charmanair in Faring. 

Bahu INOU BHU8HAN DUTTA: May I have leave of (he House 
to move au adjouiumeut uf the Houm* to iliscu>s u matter of g*mU 
pi/blic interest and importance, namely, (he leceut hapinniiug** at 
Chamiunair in the district of Faridpur^ 

lift PRESIDENTS I have leLcived the folhnviuji* letter fnnn Bahu 
• Bhiishan Dutta; — 

I beg to give notico that I wwh to movo an adjournment of the cmhnary huaitioM 
of the in order to dwcuas a matter of grave puhhc importaner, vu.. the bttp|ien- 

ings at Charmanair m the dutrict of Fandpur during the month* of May and Juno 1»23. 

Does anybody objeit I" , IhuiM*. j As no o!>je<’th>ii ha> Ummi taken, I 
fix 4-4o p.M. for the discu'.sion of the motion. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Withdrawal of Resolution. 

••Itai Mahendiu (4iaii<lia itahadui being alj-'cnt, the folh>wing 

lexoliition stiiiulii g in hi^ tiuiin* was doemed t«> iiavo Ix'en withdrawn i— 
This Cduncil lecttiunieiids to the (Hivernment that immediatt* steps 
be taken for (h'vcdoping the tuii'st lesounes of Ib'iigal.” 


Abolition of whipping. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAB GUPTA Bahadur; 1 inovo that 

tills (Vmia il leLommeiids to lln^ (iovernment that mo h early step?, a» 
niav 1 m‘ <'<in‘'i<h‘] ed ne(essai\ be taken to abol)'«h “ whipping” as 
jiunishmeiit ' foi liivaihe.s oi «hs( ipline b\ prisoners. umhT the Prisons 
Al t, or under any othcT rules. 

In doing so. I beg to a**-ure this lluu'»e at the very outs^d that no 
ronsideruLKUi id jwditiral e\jaMlu*nr\, nf> tiu k for vote-eatrdiing at the 
coming electitms, and no sjurit ol indulgent e in a putel\ ucatliuaio dis^. 
tussp.n <d (»iu^as]»ert of criniimd(!g\ led rue to ask you, Sir, to table 
it for a full-dress tb'bale. In the name of humanity, in the name of 
the .sinc tity (f the human lM)dv, im the talK^rmirle of the Divine wpiirk 
ill us, in the name of civilisatitm and in the name of that ” far-off‘ 
divine event towards w hn h the whole rreatioii is moving ” I am ask- 
ing you in all hurnnily but with all tlie earnestness I am eafKible of, 
to ado]>t this rcMilution. I confess that some recent evenU and some 
experience of their debasing and ileniorolisiiiig effects have brought 

10 
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Lome to my mind the neceftsity for abolishing this barbarous mode 
punishment. No doubt the Whipping Act still continues to disgrace 
and disfigure our Statute Book, but let it be said to the credit of our 
Government and the judiciary that whipping as a mode of punish* 
ment is nowadays very sparingly resorted to. “ Whipping as v a 
method of punishment in trials for the commission of offences is a quite 
different thing from “ whipping ” by jail authorities administered to 
jnisonerH already deprived of their j)er.soual liWrty for breaches of , 
discipline without any trial, and necessarily without the safeguards , 
which a judicial trial naturally imjdies and guarantees. The J^il Code 
amjdy ijrovides for breaches of prison discipline and little peccadilloes 
of a like nature by such other drastic methods as “ confinement in 
cells ” euphemistically called “ cellular confinement.” penal diet with 
solitary confinement, handcuffs and fetter links. Are not these punish- 
ments sufficiently severe to deter juisfnieis from breaches of discipline?' 

I put it to the House* — is not the spectacle of a human being tied 
to a whipping triangle with butttxks fiiid bare and the ratnn ajiplied 
to them in tlie presence ot hundreds of oth(*i fellow-beings, egregiously 
revolting?' 1 know theie are men. who maintain that society would go 
to fragment. s, if inildeM fouii.s t»f punishment c.ie adopted, in lieu of 
whipping. I need .scarcely dwell upon the mentalitv of tho^t* men 
still revoi in fonus width would Indit the tlenizens df Z\ihiland th<» Anda- 
mans jirul flieir cavt'-tlwtdhng ami lake-tlwtdling forefathers, in .sjiite of 
( ...fnl ( ivili/attioii and gr(»wjng humanity. They would, if 

" ••• * as ()f old, provide capital punishment even for for- 

pt'ijiiry, ami go the length of ciu.-ing instead of 

hallowed names of a Howaid or a Clarkson. They would 
he humanitarian teachings of a Buddha, a Clmltanya and 
efliminate ami subvei^ive oi the social ortler 1 Far from 
•!y deterrent effect, whipping to my mind is provocative, 
and luutalisr.ing in the extreme. It n- a relic of our ])a-t 
ml as suth should lx* wijx*d clean away from our Statute 
' -ay be urged against this lecoiumeiulation that this kind 

at Is nun \erv sjmringly * rescTi ted to. From the Jail 
■HI Bejwrt it apixnii.s that in wiiipping was inflicted 

V uses a" against til in put would the social fabric 

’ , •’ and the ciash of doom be inevitable, if it is entirely 

* Sir, nothing can act as n proixr deterrent which re|>els 
. the moral son.se.; unless letribution or retaliation and not 
•e reganled as the basic motive underlying this system 
♦iunifihinent , there can be no justificotioo for its existence 

aBce. We cannot lose sight of the fandamental principle 

. htw, that the severity of a system of punishment deprive# 

jn JVfrc. The days of eoriH>ml punishment even by way 
, -cipline are gone. It is a blot upon civilitatiou; let thi» 
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be i^moved by our Government nnd let thi» CotmcB leave one 
good and beneficent measure to its credit and thus earn the lasting 
f^titnde of generations yet unkim. That which dulls and deadens 
tj|e still iingsnng moral sense of the prisoners and weakens whatever 
moral fibre they may still pri'seive or have, is sundy not calculates! to 
m^e them even tolerable members of society when released. Let not 
the prisoners who are deprived of their likrty temporarily, for their 
laches and little tre>pnsses, come out of jails, not as reformed and 
regenerated human kings, hut as monsters in human shape, 

Baku JOGENORA NATH ROY: I rise to accord mv supt>ort to 
the resolution moved by Pai Niliaraii Chandra Das Gupta Bahadur. 

Tt hipping is coiisuK'red to be a punishment rt^minisceiit of the 
rough and ready days when summary methiHls were in vogue and 
civilization had not made much progress. Ibis is not the first time that 
a proi)osal has bcH*n made to abolish whipping a?* n punishment, except 
in the aim^, where salutary punishment may bo necessary. 1 remem- 
ber, Sir. the late Sir Ilenrv (’otton who wa.s universally resjXM'ted in 
India h(‘l(l that whipping a.<? a punishment should be alsdished. He 
belonged to a school of t bought, which has Ikmmi rt*s|>onsible for many 
humane niea.sure.s. and it was only fit and proper that he should i»pjH)so 
the retention of wiiipjung a punishment. The whipping of ixdili- 
c!il prisoners in the juiK has attracted the attention of the fjeople of 
Tmliu. and we are aware how it gave rise to a wave of imliguatioii. 

hijipiiig is to lie obj(*cted to on moral grounds. It is degrading and 
hurts the self-respect ot an individual who i.s not a habitual criminal. 
It is. as I have nlieady sai<1. a legacy left by a bygone age and should 
no long*er lx* tolerated. 

With thes<* wcuds I supiKUt the resolution before the House. 

SHAH 8YED EMOADUL HAQ: I beg to withdraw the following 
amendment standing in my name: — 

That in ftem No. 2 — 

(?) ill line* 2 the word ** sue li ” be omittiHl; arnl 

(u) in lines 2-3 the words “ ns niay be considered necessary ” be 
omitted. 

He s|Kike in Bengali in supjxirt of rescduticm No. 2, a tianhlntion 
of which is as lollows : — 

Man is but a part and parcel of another man in a wnse. If a man 
is inflicted with punishment, it is but human naturo ihmi another 
man feels for kimvi The pi act ice of whipping m jailf ii totally 
inhuman, and if I b« permitted to say, thi» practice is genendly abused. 
Nolxxly can deny that whipping tells upon the health of the |ri»oners 
considerably. To the resjxx table })eopie and those who iuivf been 
incarcerated for holding political opinions, the idea 6f wMp|»ing it 
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horrible. I undeiJitaud that there are several meml>er8 here who ar^ 
eager to have their pay in this regard. I do not, therefore, like to take 
tif) the time of the Council. It will be delightful, indeed, If this 
diabolical practice of whipping is forthwith done away vith. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I ri>e to supiwrt the resolu- 
ti(ui. Flogging is an inhuman and brutal form of punishment. The 
objcet.s of punishment are, first, to lefoim the criminal, and .secondly, 
to deter others from crime. Now, does flogging achieve either of these 
two objects J' The (question ha^ l>eon fully investigated in England 
and variou.s other countries and the coni lusiou arrived at thht flog- 
ging does not woik any real reform in the moral nature of the criminal. 
On the other hand, it hardens him. Noi doe- it act as a deterrent. 
Moreover, the use of the lash is debasing It (leba.>»e.^ him who receives 
it ami him whf) administers it. It is absolutely unsuitable as a punish- 
ment fr>r i>olitical offenders. The^e men are quite difl'erent from 
ordinary criminals. Most of them ]HjNsess the highest character, ami 
orii ready ami willing to suffer to any extent, if by that siiftenug they 
may sf'rve tlieir country. . WloMi th(‘ (xovei iiincnt s(Hfk to disgrace 
HUih iiersoiis it lueicly <lisgiac4‘> As lor the maintenance of 

prison discipline, surely it ought to 1m* jn»s-.ible to secure tins object 
without resort to a {irutal loiin of punishment. It is ofti*ii ailminis- 
tered in cases of trivial iireaches of prison discipline. I>r. J. ‘N. 
Moitra in([uired into certain cases of flogging a few months ago at 
r.K.dpiii .iiol found that a heailmnstei Of a high sidnH)!. ami a giaduati* 
f‘ ‘ * ’’tta I niversity. ami se\ci.il oiiiei \vfll-kni>\\ n js'isons were 

' '• ' no other reason than iatluie t<. suZ-zn/// tlic Su]M nniehd(‘iit 

‘ be jMi.s.sible in an> other countix in the woibl'- 1 l>cl.eve 

• ' M form of punishment is the legat \ Itom a barimrie age. 

discarded in every civilizc'd eountiy It the (joveinmeut 
rvi* the naiiu' of civili/tsl (io\einnieni it ought to do away 
-M immediately, sit lea''t in the lUsc of ixditica! (»fl'enders as 
lor bleat {n‘s of jail disj iplme 

HAMtD-UD«DIN KHAN: I use k* support this resolution, 
■uient of wlupjung is consuhuvd l»y all <'ivilized cr>untnes 
li/ing punishment, ami m(»st <»f Them aie giving up llii- 
* be Indian daiK ('onuMission has < Imracte! ized it ns brutal- 
iiuu.'di/tng puiMslnneiit and stuinglv lecmuftn^nded it.s aboli- 
the j.iibs of this .eountiy. The wa.\ in wliich whipping u 
I outside the jails is a sight for the gods to .see and the 
isioii for whipping has been condem|pMl whole.siJe. What 
•thin the jails ran be better imagined than descrilied. 

.* Ixung made to iem<»'e m hipping fiom the Jail Code. The 
" *’g ('ommittee in leoommemled that whipping in jail.s 

. be for I'jises of revolt or incitement to revolt and ' 
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insult to officers and tishors* hut it is a matter of extreme xfgrot 
that these reconmiendations found thcdr way into the waste paper* 
basket. It is a matter of preat regret that what suits prisoners* of 
ojher countries docs not suit us, und what is g(u>d for other countriea 
it not considered good for u.s. The resolution projw>sed seems to me 
to*be n harmless one. In view the recommendations of the Jnilt 
Commission, I do not see any objection whatever to aboli^i whipping 
us a punishment for breaches of jail discijdine. I hojv the time it 
not*far distant w'hcn not only the lecummendation.s of the Indian Jails 
CtHnm^ssioii but the provinion of whipping will have no place on the 
Statute Book, With these words I su]>iu)rt the resolution. 

Bahll DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN; 1 am very giatitiod to lind that 
Ibii Nibiiiiin Chandra Das (iujun Bahadur has brought this mntt<*r of 
whij>])ing in jniK to th(‘ notice <if the Cianuil aiul ask it t(» rei'oiniiiend 
to (Toverninent that whij^jung he ahtdishcd. In fact, my exiH*riettce 
(d lail adniinistiation datc^ hat k t*» the date of my hirfh, and I have 
found that it is only a had Su]h*i inteiident of a Jail tliat resorts to 
hipping as a tonu of j>u!ushinent for hieaches ol discipline. In fact, 
Sii . the leally gixul Jail Sujuu inlemlent nevei resorts to this fomi of 
jauii^hmcnt. It has Iwen found tliat when whijiping is administere<l 
tffthe piisorier lion had siK‘%er he mav he. he h»sses all stuise of dignity, 
all ^oiise of stdf-iospect and fioin the time that he reoeiveH this form 
of punishment he heconu‘s almost iimmigihle. There are other forms 
<if ]»niiishmt*iit will'll are more gia«eful. and at tln' same time, servo 
then i)nr}>os<‘ .piite well, that reallv act ns deterrents to the prisoners 
in < niiini It t mg fuither hrea< lies of discipline. 1 understand. Sir. that 
\\hipjimg is iio longer praotisei] in Ilng^land ami other civilized conn- 
tiles, and this i*. a toiiii of punishment whiili can in no way he called 
i.vil.zcd or likel\ to have (he efTix t it i> intended to have. 

Fnder thesr (iiauinstames I supjMut the ies<dution of Ilai Niharan 
( hamlia Das (iu]ita Bahadur. 

Dr. J. N. MOITRA; 1 whole-beartedlv supinui the restdution moved 
hv Hai Xiharaii (’liamlra Da-’ (iupla Bahadur. Whijiping as a jmnishmcnt 
seems to me to lx* ijra only rigorous hut the cfVe< t of this punishment 
is to make the jhmwui an <d)je(‘t of ridicule to hi.s cotnmunity. Tho 
manner in wflit h whijiping is resorted to in the jaiD is so jK'rtiliar 
that no man with any self-res{M*ct can endure it. Whipjiing is canied 
on in schotds. hut iioIkkIv has ever obiected to this form of punish- 
ment, where studimts have their shirts and coats on and some lashea 
are given on the l«*rk. But whipping as resorted to by th« jail author- 
ities in the jails means that the prisoner is tied down to a whipping 
triangle with bars round his neck, with bis two hands and legs tied. 
The man is made naked and in the presence of his fellow-prisoners he 
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IB whipped on the buttocks. The manner in which this punishment 
is isBicted causes a feeling of disgrace and abhorrence. This is the 
real reason why people resent this form of punishment. There are 
other forms of punishment in jails which are no less severp, but people 
do not attach much importance to them. ^ 

There is a medical asi^ect of thi.s form of punishment. In Faridjjjiir 
Jail I inquired of the Sub- Assist ant Surgeon what measures he adopted 
at the time of whipping of the pri.soners there. He told me that a piece 
of cloth was dipi>ed in carbolic lotion and some sort of wash was gx^en 
on the ])Utto( k before flogging was administered. The doctor explained 
to me that there are rules in the Jail Code which should be ob.serred by 
every* medical officer in charge of the jail which prescrilred certain 
methods which should l>e resorted to before the actual flogging i.s allowed 
and the doctor should examine the heart, the pube, the lungs and the 
general nourishnient of prisoner; and if he certifies flogging may be 
done. I also iiwiuired of the Sub-Assistant Surgeon whether he does all 
the.se things. IIik an.swer was neither in the affirmative nor in the nega- 
tive. He said that he felt the pulse hut ne\er used the stethoscope for 
examining the heart or the lungs He .said notliing much was done and 
the usual practi<’c in the jail is t(> put some lotion and then alhiw the 
prisoners to be whip|K*d. That is exactly not tin* thing that should be 
done. A raw wound is made and any medifal man will know that 
tic i»oisoniug and tetanus may he cau.se<l hy whipping with unclean 
In.she.s. Therefore the examining of these unfortunate criminals should 
Ih ili.in' my opinion, hy the C*hi(‘f Medical Officer in the locality. It 
e * the (fo\ el nment cannot have a fully (jualified or well-(}ualified 

. • in charge of the jail for want of fumb But the Civil Sur- 

; . ie((uiNitioned to examine the piiMUjei or even the Assistant 

do some goed. But generally this is not done. There is 
! ole iu me<iical literature of which a man can know whether 

‘.t to get 20 la*'hes or 30 la.shes In fact, if you ask me I 
i ' u whether ni%y one iieie is fit to receive any lashes. 

' If, however, flogging is not .Oopiied entirely, although I 

1 * supp<u’t my fneial Uai Bahadur Xihamn Chandia Das 

t slu.uhl he entirely ahohshAl — then it should W done on 

t *he pri.soneivS with their clt>thes on. That will take away 

r. indignities which is inseiKirahle fioiu the present form of 

p With the.se few wonls, I support the motion. 

-ENDRA NATH MALLIK J I have not a hfe-long exiierience 

c! ‘ue like my friend Mr. Khaitau nor have I any experience 

o* .n schools like my hou’hle friend Dr, Moitra, but all the 

i.. - t the motion. To iny mind it is a very degrading form of 

p- degrades those who administer flogging and it degrades 

tl 'ive it. It should be done away with. It should not be 

ai on. It does not do good to anybody. It may bring about 
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iieiiouo consequences witliout anybody knowing^ it. I batf some ei* 
pevience of these things as jail visitor. I know how things are 
d<wie there and I think the jail life makes everybody absolutely cruel. I 
do not think Jhat this form of punishment fhould be persisted in. Sir, 
tMn|rs have got to be changed now. The world has adNT:tneed and our 
ideas have got to Im? changed as well. We must get rid of this medife\’al 
forfc of punishment — getting a cane and punishing a person with it. It 
is very indecent and .should never be condoned. My bon'ble friends have 
sjxiken in detail alvout how flogging is administered. It is a moat 
objectionable iorm ( f punishment and I do not know why it has not yet 
lieen alt)lished. I thiiik it is high time that it is abolished. (>f course 
whijiping administered by of discipline i^ quite a different matter, 
rii>l)ab]y it has done some of us ‘*ome gtHsl. Hut all the same this form 
ol luini.^^hmerit degiade^ both the givei and the receivei and therefore it 
should l>e abolished. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur: 1 kg to mipport thk 
resolution. It is not a very ea.sy thing. The question is how is jail 
di^f ipline to be preserved. IFow i^ e<'ntuma(‘> in the prisons to k' pre- 
vented? I wish .some ol the s]>eakeis here had pointed out to the (lov. 
eriiineiit the way in winch these breaches of discipline may k' avoided. 
I do hoi>t‘ that (Toveruinent will find some means by which that ('an k** 
d#fie without haniig recouiTe to flogging or. as it has k*eii mentioned in 
the re.Mdution, whijqnng. Punishment in ancient times was Inirbarous. 
Prisoners were regarded as slaves and beasts having no right whatso- 
e\ei. JailfO^ had full p^wer over their bo<iy. They were hvlged in 
daik hfii.ses and flogged and punisheil in various ways, but the dignity 
of the human race ha^ asserted itself and it would no longer brook indig- 
nities even from the King. Indignities even to the criminals are not 
tederated. Tlieiefore, Sir. tor thc' dignity of the human race this fonn 
of punishment should Ik* abolislifnl, I am (]uite sure some means will 
k^ found to j»re.serve discipline in the jails, but whipping is reminiscent 
of the ancient baibaric (ustoni, r**riiinis(‘ent af the times — when man 
wa.s consideied a.-^ u slaxe and a ka.st — when the dignity of man who is 
a receptacle of the Divine Light was never appreciated. Sir, man is not 
a beast and. therefore, he should not k* put to any indignity. 

Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: There was a time when in 
England even the |>eople u.hchI to be flogged for Wing attacked with 
small-pf>x. Erfgland ha.s h ng outgrown that spirit. So early as in 1H87 
the Prisons Ac t in England was amended and whipping inside jails was 
practically abolished, king administered only in cases of mutiny and 
aerious assault on the jail officials. When this change was introduced 
in England there wuf a howl that the prison di.«cipliue would suffer, but 
experience has proved just the reverse. In lfl20 when the Tail C’ommis- 
aion was appointed to go over the affairs of the jails in India almost all 
the non-official witnesses who depcjsed kfore the Commission were 
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tiiiauimoir* in recommending its abolition in jails in India. Only tbe 
warders' and other jail (officials thought that pri.son discipline would 
suffer if it were abolished just like the people in England did years ago. 
However, Sir, tjie Jail Commission went into the matter thoroughly 
and they made an unanimous recommendation on the lines of the Prisons 
Act in England,- and if I rememl)er eoneotly some time back in |his 
very hull, Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, the then Member in charge, gave us an 
wurance that whipping would not ordinarily be resorted to at least in 
Bengal jails. I do not know, Sii, how the matter stands after the 
tran^i'ci-of the depiartuient to the steel-fiame of the Indian Civil Service. 
It will, however, be found in the Jail Repoit that whipping as a puni-sh- 
ment is on the increase. I hojie, Sir, that the Government would now 
hurn* up their deci.sion on the reccunmeudations of the Commission and 
meet the iK)j)ular opinion in the matter. 

Mf. D. J. COHEN: 1 support the le.sohition. It strikes me that in 
view of the sevcinl other methods of pm.'ishment. Government should see 
their way to meet the wi.shes of the people in this mattci. 

Th0 Hon’bla Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: The nu.tion hefoie the C<^un- 
cil if- that steps he taken to alu.ljHh wlii]>ping as a punishment for 
hre;u'hes < f discipline undei the I’lisoiis .\( l or under any other niles. 
Sir, I shall i< How tlie mover in ignoring Teteiences to political offencts. 
The* inflic tion of whipj>ing as a punishment n political jirisoners does 
lif t aiiM' I’m tiler, We aie diseiissing .the ([ue«tion of whipping u.s a 
! • ' i-1 ' that may Im* indicted up»,u prisoner^ cnl\ un(h*r the Prisons 

IJaneijea’s iefe?c*nce to the faihne cd whipping as a form of 
( r as a moial letoim.itive agenc'v n tiiondore beside the 
.M* we aie not discussing the cjUe.stion of inflicting hipping 
against the Statute Bcok. but only under the l‘risons Act. 

- Ac t em]»ow(*rs the SujKUinteiuleiit of the Jail to inflict the 
vif wliippuii:. It also emju’wets the local Government to 
with rc'gatd to what paituulai (»ffences the jninishment of 
.\ be inflic ted for. The Jail (.’ode c'ontains rult(s — statutory 
'• subic'c t cd' the inflic tion of xrhij»ping a.s a ])uni.slimeT]t, but 
iitain any statutory i tiles on the subiect of the definite offeu- 
wlnpjfing ma> be* inflicted. As I have already pointed out 
'cs legal ding the aetual infliction of whipping — the size of 
.c ciicumstances undei winch it may In* dojie, the medical 
and so foith; and a> will be .sevn tiom the Jail Admiiiistra- 
i PXM that in all c ase'* full cletnils are put on record In the 
• Mt by whom 'ahi]iping has lH*en inflicted. The Inspector- 
' HI his annual lejHut : “ T examined the punishment register 

myself that iii all ca.ses cd %Gnpping the punishment wa.s 
! lu* number <»f cases of whipping is decreasing steadily.'* 

* 'owe also issued executive oideis restricting the infliction of 

t < ut of whipping to cases of mutiny, incitement to mutiny 
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and aerioufi assaults on jail officers. Thai brings the practioa in Bengal 
in “ Hue with that in England, but 1 would add a note of wamm|f a« 
regards this lest I may be taken to mean too much. I dor not mean that 
the Jail Dc'jiartmeiit interprets mutiny as only apjdying to events such 
a^we had at the PiTsidenoy Jail: continuous and conMmacious refusal 
to c.bey orders is in itself a form of mutiny. That is the position at 
present. Whipping may l>e indicted in jail? . in Bengal not for trivial 
breaches of discipline, but for mutiny, incitement to mutiny or serious 
assaults u|X)n jail officers. Well, Sir, what the House has to considir 
is whether the time has come to take away this form of punishment, 
whipping, from the Piisons Act. Hie jail loutine isl!ei>endiint entirely 
uj»on disdpiine. In a debate in thi** IIou.se in August last, 1 detailed at 
some length. I am afiald. what my views were as regards the question 
of di.scipline in jail, and 1 think I su('('<H‘ded in showinj.^* that no jail 
could (c.ntiiiue unle>'* theie wa- dis<*ipline — an iiksnme, stiict disci- 
]jliiie. What is discipline going to iv‘'t on ni the long niny We are 
dealing here with the aveiaure jail jM»pulati<>n. We have gof to take the 
Worst ca.*‘e.‘< — the toughest ({O'es — into (‘oiisnbuation, ahd we av© to 
de(i<le whethei we can do without the punidinieut of whipping. Then* 
must 1 h‘ •'Oinetliing in tin* ba<kgii und which will enforce this discipline. 
And what is the la^t tc'^oit with nhich we aie going to enb roe disei- 
jdine? t tf la tii^e in tlie vei\ la*>t ie»‘ort we haM*at oui i>ack the inusket.s 
(?f the wai«lei*i in the ca^' « i mutinv when we can le^oit to filing, but I 
am ‘*uie the Iboise would to t wi*-li u** to let thing.s go to that la^t n'sort. 
We have yot t(» *-top indi*** qdint' lu'foie it gets !(' that. We have to 
(oiiMder n« T orilv (Uir own humanitaiian idea^ — a* I explained in August 
la-t (i('\ eitimeiit ie<«tgniM* tl»at thei(‘ i*- a veiT “tifnig feeling in the <*ouiJ- 
tiA .igaii’st th(* system of whipping — but we have also got to look at tlie 
othet side; we have koit to look at the meiitalitv of the worst dacoits, 
muiderers and .s(. forth I am suie that many |>feseiit, who have been 
visitors <»f the Alijou Jail, will luMir me out that we have in that jail 
fiom time to time the dregs of < alcutta. We have retained this sort of 
])unishinent as a last ie*'(it in tlie rxtieine eaM*s of breaches of di^^i- 
idine, iiaimd\. mutiny, and thi*. is the <»iily punishment which can keep 
these p<H)ple in order, atol it is on thev |K*ople that roijxiral juiuisliiiuuil 
has the de^iIed effect. In England flogL'iug has not U*eu done away with 
and that, as I explained in August last, is a verv diftVient thing from our 
jail whipping. Flogging is still an authoniM*d punishment in England 
for mutiny, incitement to mutiny and seriouc assaults upon jail offir'ers— 
the same (»ffence.« bir wliif h w]n|»ping is retained in Bengal. The (jues- 
tion was considered bv the Jail ('ommission and they delib<*rately, not* 
withstanding the recegnitirm of the existence thi* sentiment or biding 
against whippiug. came t<. the conrlusioil that the time had not yet come 
to remove the punishment rf whipping from the Prisons Act. The action 
to be taken on the rec<'immeiidations of the Jail Commission is ftill under 
consideration of the (jovemmen^ of India. The |K)sitioji of fbis (iovern- 
zuent is that they have acc4*pt4*4l the recommendations of the Jail 
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Commission that whipping shall be restricted to cases of mutiny, incite- 
ment to mutiny and serious assaults upon jail officers. But we do not 
conHiVIer that the time has come when we can safely remove the punishment 
of whipping. In 1902 the number of whipping cases in Bengal was 220; 
it has steadily decreased, until it was 61; in 1921, it was then caihe 
a sudden jump, which my hon'ble friend the Kumar has just referred to, 
when in 1922 it jumped up to 73 — 53 of these punishment were inflicted 
upon mutineers at the Presidency Jail. I would ask the House to con- 
sider very carefully before they record a vote in favour of the I'emaval 
of this punishment which we have as a last resort in the Jail Code, to 
consider carefully that during the last year we have had two verywerious 
oufhreaks in the Presidency Jail. I think the details of the outbreaks 
will he within the recollection of this House and I need not go into them 
again. But I do think that the House will, on reflection, come to the 
conclusion that the present is not the time to remove this punishment 
from the Jail Code. Government are entirely in sympathy with the 
■feelings of the House against the punishment of whipping and they have 
issued cxecuti\e orden' restricting the punishment to the circumstances 
in which it is inflicted in England, hut we do not feel that we should W 
justified in depriving Jail Sujteiintendents of the powers of inflicting 
puni.Mliment of wliipping in the ca.se of mutiny and incitement to mutiny. 
I therefore tru.st the Hou.st* will reject the motion. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH MALLIK: May I ask the Hon hle the 

Mem]>er for iiifoimatioii ? He has heeti pleaded to say in the course of 
his s}kmm]i tliat the time has n(»t yet come tt) take away this form of 
p ' '-) T” ‘ Ma} I ask him when does* he think that the time i.s going 
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ISIDENT: This !.»• not a (question. Mi. Mnllik. This is not 
you Lave done thi.*^; and the next time you do so I shall 
- you very severely. 

JARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bihadur: I cannot con- 
' Ilon'hle Mr. Stephenson for the cjuestjou-lieggiug 
has intnxUieed in dealing with the subject matter of this 

• tf cour.'*e that expression of jfcmpathy on the iwrt of Govern- 

• lie opinion regarding the abolition of this s\>tem of punish- 
. uiig really comes to nothing, and I am constrained to repeat 

not ill the form in which my hou'hle friend Mr. Mallik put 
mOiu ; “ When will the time come for the alxSlition of whip- 
■ ory |xirticular reform there is no particular time. Refer- 
made to public feeling, ntid public feeling condemnE this 
..aient. The Hon’hle thEi MeuiWr says that it is one of the 
•ave to W exerci'.eil in extreme caseE, i.e.. in cases of emer- 
..iit that the Hcu'ble the Member forgets that more serious 
t so brutal in their character are ready at hand and it can 
at anv moment in cases of emergency; for instance, 



imi 


ABOLITION ui? wmrrii>u. w 

cellular couHnemeut. I do not know whether tlie him'ble 
mecnbers of this House have any exi^erience of what is meant 
by cellular conEneiueut. I cannot conceive a severe punishment 
than that, Tijere is also, penal diet, with or without solitary coufinemeut. 

are kept in solitary confinement. I think that we cannot think of 
a more drastic punishment. Then with handcuffs and fetters we have 
also the corix)ral punishment of a kind, but they are not so brutali- 
zing, so demoralizing, so degrading and so rojadlent to all human fiH'Ungs 
and moral sense. (»f course, it may be that the .lail Oottunissiou in 
their wisdom did not see their way to recommend the abolition of whii>- 
ping, bdt the public opinion of Bengal is not to- be trifled with, and it is 
to give voice to that •jtiong public opinion that T have asked you to 
permit me to move this resolution, and in that spirit I have moved this 
rt^olution. OH coin>e. we are going to recommend t») Oovenmieut \o 
take early steps to abolish it, and it is up to (loveiiimeut to ctuisider 
whether steps siiould be taken (t m't If public opinion is to 1 k' flouted, it 
is open to (joverument to do it. I in.-i.-t upon this rcMilution lieing (‘ntried 
by the House as an expression (>f ojiinion on the ]mrt of the public of 
Bengal that we do consider whijiping a barbaiou^ no^thod of punishment. 

A division was taken with the following result; — 


AYil. 


Mxal, Nawabxada K. M., Khan Bahadur. 
Ahmad, Maulvl Aaaharuddln. 

Ahmad, Munahl Jafar. 

ASty, Mr. B. Mahbaob. 

All, Munahl Amir. 

All, Munahl Ayub. 

Artiamuddin, Maulvl Khandakar. 

Axam, Khan Bahadur Khwaia Mohamad. 
Banarjaa, Or. framathanath. 

Barien, Mr. H. 

•aau, Bdbu Jatindra Nath. 

BhaltaoharJI, Babu Ham Chandra. 

■oaa, Mr. B. M. 

Chaitdhurl, Babu Klahorl Mahan. 

ChaudlM*rl, Babu Tanhanath. 

Chaudhurl, MadIvI Bhah Muhammad. 
Chaudtuirl, lUl Harandranath 
Chaudhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvl ftahmatjan.' 
Ch aard hu ry, Maulvi raxial Karim. I 

Caban, Mr D. d. 

Oaa, Babu Bhitlimatfav. 

Oaa Quata, Mat Bahadur Mibaran Chandra. 

Oa, Mai Bahadur Panindraiai. 

Iteaa, Mai Bahadui^ Myarl Lan | 

Outt, Mr. A|ay Chtthdar. { 

Otttta, Babu Amiada Cbaran. | 

Outta, Babu Indu Bbwaban. 

Qbaaa, Mai Babadur datandra Chundar. 


Haq, Bhah lyad Bmdadul. 
danah, Babu Barat Chandra. 

Karim, Maulvl fatlal. 

Khaltan, Babu Oabi Pratad. 

Khan, Maulvl Hamid u0>dln. 

Khan, Chaudhurl Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
Muhammad Ervhad All. 

Makramall, Munahl. 

Moltra. Or. datindra Nath. 

Mulihar}aa, Babu Nitya Dhon. 

Mukharji, Prefaaiar B. C. 

Mukbapadhaya, Babu Barat Chandra. 
Mutllok, Babu Nirada Bahary- 
Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra. 

Maikat, Mr. Praaanna Oib. 

May, Babu Bhabandra Chandra. 

May, Babu Burtndra Nath. 

May, Kumar ihib Bhakhartawar. 

May Chaudhurl, Mr. Kriahna Chandra. 
May Chaudhury, Ma>a Maumathd Nath. 
May, Babu datandra Kriahna. 

May, Babu datandra Nath. 

May, Mr. Bljaypratad flngli. 

May, Mai Bahadur Lallt Mahan ilngh. 
May, Mt|a Manllan Blngh. 
iarkar, Babu dataah Chandra. 

•arkar, Babu Mlahindra Nath. 

Sinha, Babu turandra Narayan. 


BIrlay, Mr. L. 
Caray, Mr. W. L. 

Oat, Mr. B. M. 
Oi, Mr. M. 0. 


NOIt. 

I OaLiaia, Mr. d. A. 

I Oty, Mr. 0. C. 

} Daitaid, tha Han'bla Mr. d. 
) Oanav an, Mr. d. T. 
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Ouval, Hr. N. 

EfntrMfit Mr. T. 

F«rr««Mr, Mr. J. CMtplMlI. 
Ooodf, Mr. t. W. 

HormHt Mr. W. W. 
Huntingford, Mr. 0. T. 
Marr, Mr. A. 

MaAtptn, Mr. M. C. 

MeCay. Lt.-Col. David. 


I Mttkfrjaa, Mr. t. 0. 

I Fhllip, Mr. 4 . Y. 

I fTahlm, tha Hon'bla fir AbdHir-. 

ffobtrtson, Mr. F. W. 

1 Rom, Mr. a F. 

! Roy, Mr. J. N. 

I Stephintofi, tlM Non'btd Mr. H. L. 
i ftuart-Wllllami, Mr. f. C. 
i Vllliart, Mr. F. I, E. 


'rh<- Ayes 55 and the Noes 26, Oie motion was carried. 


[Af thin stnjre the Hon’Lk* the President left the Chaml)er and 
Hr. Dei)uty-riesident twk the Chair.] 


Pasture Lands. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I move that this C'ouncil recommend . to 
the Government that piovision he made in the next budget to ftecui'e 
sufficient pasture lamls for the needs of every district in Bengal. 

In rising 1o uKJve this resolution for acceptance by fTie Council, I 
would submit that a lesolutiim of this character has long Weome over- 
dm‘. This eonntry is pnmarily an agricultnial country and 70 per cent, 
i.f the }»opulnti(tn has t<» dejK*nd directly on agiicnlture for their liveli- 
hood. It is, therefore, incumlKUit upon the (rf'vernment to see that the 
agricultural stock of the eountn* remain in (pialitv and quantity adequate 
to till* Tieed.s of the agriculturi.sts, many of whom, as the Couneil is 
tiioioia hl\ familiar, eke out a miserahle‘<‘xistenre from day to day. It is 
" ' ' rown to the CtiUiicil how, of late yeais. the condition of the 

^ '■ count rv lias become .so far detei ioratod that the working capa- 

.igricultural stock has steadily gone down. “ The draught- 
Vkhar’s time, as des(‘ribe<1 in tlie .4 could walk 
horsf’s. What is their condition to-day? They somehow 
•.r weary exi.stence, relm tuntly jH‘rfonn their work and have 
' iorated that thiiir jiower oL locomotion is nothing in com- 
bat it Was in tho<e imlmy da^vS. A slight illness makes 
• to shake off their disease and lenders them ptennanently 
iarly mihh-(aftle, in AkharN time, “ u.-^ed to give 20 quarts 
t milk a dav.” T«>-da\ the yield pt‘r cow a day is less than 
I’hl^ is sufficient testimonv of the serious deterioration of 
countiy with whose welfare, the welfare of the people is 
’• ouiid up. Tlie emaciated ( utile which serve so many pur- 
.1 ticnllv dying of sIuh*!- .starvation all over the eountr\- for 
'ring ground. The common land which was the chief 
t .sisteiue of our village rattle is hoing daily encroachefi 
• vitality has .so far lowered that they are unable to labour 
' itdy and fall an easy prey to epidemics that break out. 

t is the quantity of total grazing ground in Bengal. Mr. 
vootl, i.c.s., in his “ Survey and Census of the Cattle of 
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Bengal, 1915,'’ remarks: “ As part of the cattle census panchayet^ were 
asked to return the amounts of groiing areas in their unions. The 
figures cannot he regarded a* accurate.” And in the Api>endix the figures 
given amount to 3 million acres. It will W sei*n. however, that i>ut of a 
tofhl of 3 miflion acres, the figures of Baukura district alone exceed, 
according to the import, over a million acres. Considering the state of 
Baifkura, which is ever subject to famine and jH^stiJence and that the 
condition of the cattle is jioor, semi-starved and wretched, the figures of 
guvising ground foi Bankura distiict are ohvieii.sly inaccurate, as 
Mr. Blackwoc.d himself admits, and the accurate figure.s would not exce<»d 
even a fpiarter of what apiH*ars in the reiHUt. At any rate, the gracing 
grounds that are supjKj-ied to exi^n in Bankura is useless for its pur|H>se 
7 amt if furthcr enlighten^ us a*' t<» the ohviou?, inferiority td' lands in- 
cluded as grazing lands which leally serve no purjiose at all. In fact, 
any hind which serves no purpose whatsoever, is shown as pasture laml. 
fo that the (iuantit\ may not hs»k absolutely low. Such a diplomatic 
way of putting ui» a ‘ilnov ought mU to deceive aiiylsMly. Lands lying 
fallow in which gra^s i*. not giown hut where grass grows* naturully in 
insignificant (juaiitity in a j>orti«in of the year are classed as pastuie 
lainK. I^et u.s now <ee wimt is the piojxuiion of the grazing area to 
total area in other (oiintries and also the (luaiitity of grazing land ikm* 
cattle III other (vnnitiies. In the United Kingdom the pro])ortion of 
gfazing area to total area i.s 1 -'I in (rennany 1 dJ, in New /eulaiid 1 ‘3. 
in .Ta]>an 1 dl and in Beiigil even a.^suming that the figures given hIkiv** 
aie correct, tlie pr(»i)ortion is not more than 1 :17. 

When we compare the (plant ity of grazing lands p(*r cattle in difl'erent 
oouniries the saiiu‘ sad tale te|K‘ats it.s<‘lf and we find that Bengal stands 
poorest in that resjsHt. It i>- no wonder, thertd'ore, that the eondition 
(d’ cattle in this countiw has heconn' so imndi degraded. In tin' United 
Kingdom, the numl)er of acres jier (uttle is '..‘•Tni acres, in Naw /(‘aland, 
it is in Japan it is 1 -43. in Nethci lands 1 -5, in (iennany 1 *3, in 
Ihoonaik 1 14. in the United States (d America *73, hut in Bengal it is 
only *125.^ 

The illpUliuar^ of [«istuie land lias fonn(*<l the suhjeit of \arioiiH 
wiitings aM' dis( Uhsi{uj!. by ofh< lals and non-(dficials. Mr. J. d. Uum- 
ming, i.( .s.. in hn Settlement Hei>ort of the Uhakla Roshnahad Estate, 
observes; ” Un every side is (‘vidence of the cutting up of waste lands 
for cultivaticm, this protest will continue. I did not m<Md with much 
success in my lufoposals to the Raj, that they should definitely recognizi' 
certain lands at jite.sent waste as .set aside for grazing. I>uring the survey 
the niiyats ineludrMl in their holdings every little plot of wu^t^^ or semi- 
waste ground. ov(‘r which, hut for the survey, they would never hav(* 
l>estowpd a thought. I fear that after the inclusion of these lauds 
within their jote.s, there will be a still greater reduction of the area 
fit for pasturage.” Then Mr. T. R. Blackwood, i.r.s., remarks: ” Tn 
Bengal at the present time waste land is being encroached u^jou. In 
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Omwf, pr H. r. 

■nMnilfif Mr. T. 

Mr. ^ OMmML 4 ^ 
Mr. #. W. 

N*nit«« Mr. W. W. 

Nimtlfwford, Mr. a T. 

Mtrr, Mr. A. 

MeAMIfi* Mr. M. C. 

MtOayi OiYltf. 


Muktrpt, Mr. t. 0. 

FMUfk, Mr. J. Y. 

ftaMm, tfi« HMiiMt Sir AM«rs 
llVMrtMfi, Mr. F. W. * I# 
ItMt, Mr. 0. F. 

R«y, Mr. 4. N. 

flM Ntfi’Mt Hr. N. L. 
Itiitrt-wtillaint. Mr* t. C. 

YllUm, Mr. F. I, |L 


The Ayeg being 55 and the Noes 26, the motion wm carried. 

[At this etage the Hon'ble the President left the Chamber* and^ 
Mr. Deputy-President took the Chair.] 


Pasture Lands. 

Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQs I move that this Council recommend^-rf^to^^ 
the Oovermnent that provision be made in the next budget to Secure 
su^cient pasture lands for the nbeds of every district in Bengal. 

In rising to move this resolution for acceptance by the Council, I 
would submit that a resolution of this character has long become over- 
due. This country is primarily an agricultural country and 70 per cent. 

Crf the populntio’h has to depend directly on agriculture for their liveli- 
hood. It is, therefore, incumbent upon the Government to see that 
agiicultural stock of the country remain in quality and quantity adequate 
to the needs of the agriculturists, many of whom, as the Council is 
familiar, eke out a miserable existence from day to day. It is 
\wi: !..*(»wn to the Council how, of late years, the condition of the 
, . • . ^’ountiT has become so far deteriorated that the working capa- 

^ <ifT*i cultural stock has steadily gone down. “ The draught- 

' Akbar’s time, as described in the Ain^i-Akbori, could walk 

Mouses. What is their condition t<vday? They somehow 
r .. weaiT existence, reluctantly perform their work and have 

- omted that theii* power oi^locomotion is nothing in com- 

] !iut it was in tho.se palmy days. A slight makes 

1 ”• to shake off their disease and renders them pknuanently 

• ily milch-cnttle, in Akbar’s >ime, “ used to giYe 20 quarts 
f t milk a day.” To-day the yield per cow a day is less than 

« . Iiip is sufficient testimony of the serious deterioration of 

r country with whose welfare, the welfalM of the people is 

i 'und up. The emaciate<l cattle which serif so many pxtr- 

j ti<‘ally dying of sheer starvation all over the country for 

V ■ :ting ground. The common land which was the chief 
t. -dstence of our village cattle is l)eing daily encroached 

V' vitality hos so far lowered that they are unaUe to labour 

e Ay and fell an easy prey to epidemics that break out. 

‘ is the quantity of total graaing ground in Bengal. Mr. 

J :: lod, in his " Survey and Census of the Cattle of 
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B^||ii, 1915/’ reniarkg: A» part oi tka oat^ caiuiut paaokajat^irm 
aaM to raiiirn the aixu>imt« ol grara araai iii tmiimii 1^, 

figiiraa oaaaot be regarded ae accurate/* Aud in jtke Appendix ^ jlg’Kria 
girea amount to 3 million acres. It will be seen, however, that out of a 
to|hl of 3 miflion acres, the figures of Bankata district alone exceed, 
according to the report, over a million acres. Considering the state of 
Badkura, which is eter subject to famine and pestilence and that the 
condition of the cattle is poor, semi-starved and wretcl^ed, the figures of 
’ graiing ground for Bankura district are obviously inaccurate, as 
' Mr. Blackwood himself admits, and the accurate figures would not exceed ’ 
even a liuarter of what appears in the report. At any rate, the grating 
^grounds that are supposed to exift in Bankura is useless for its purpi^ 
k aii5 If^urther enlightens^ us as to the obvious inferiority of lands in* 
xhided as grating lands which really serve no purpose at nil. In fact, 
any V^^d which serves no purpose whatsoever, is shown as pasture la,ed, 
to that the quantity may not look absolutely low. Such a diplomatic 
‘way of putting up a show ought not to deceive nnylx)dy. Bands lying 
fallow in which gnass is not grown but where grass grows 'natumlljf in 
insignificant quantity in a i>ortion of the year are classed as pasture 
lands. I>et u.s now see what is the proportion of the graaing area to 
total area in other countries and also the quantity of graring land per 
cattle iu other countries. In the United Kingdom the proixvrtion of 
grazing area to total area is 1 *3, in Germany 1 *6, in New S^aland I *8, 
iu Jai>an 1 *6. and in Bengal even assuming that the figures given above 
are correct, the proportion is not more than 1 :17. 

When we compare the quantity of grazing lands per cattle in different 
countries the same sad tale repeats itself and we find that Bengal stands 
poorest in that respect. It is no wpnder, therefore, that the conditi*)n 
of rattle in this country has become so much degraded. In the United 
Kingdom, the numl>er of acres per cattle is 2*707 acres, in New Zealand, 
it is 9 *22, in Jai>an it is 1 *43. iu Netherlands 1 *5, in Germany 1 *3, in 
Denmark I’ll'i'in the United States of America *73, but in B^gal it is 
only *125.^ 

The tl||Pli)uary of [lasture land has formed the subject of various 
writings aSi^discus.«ion8 by officials and non-<»fl[icials, Mr. J. G. Cum- 
ming, i.r.s,. in his Settlement Report of the Chakla Bosbnaliml Estate, 
obsen^es: ’’ On every* side is evidence of the cutting up of waste lands 
for coitiTatidii, aA process will continue. I did not meet with much 
success in my%i^sals to the Raj, that they should definitely recognize 
certain lands tthpiesent waste as set aside for grazing. During the survey 
the raiyats ig^lided in their holdings every little pbt of waite or semi- 
waste ^unl, over which, but for the survey, they would never bav© 
bestowed a thought. I fear that after the inclusion of these lands 
within their jotes, there will be a still greater reduction of the area 
fit for pasturage.” Then Mr. J. E. Blackwood, i.c.s., remarks: In 
Bengkl at the present time waste land is being encroached upon. In 
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(h«at Britain the opposite tendency is manifested. The tendency thei« 
is to throw more and more cultiTated land into pasture. lieutenant- 
CoJonel Baymond obserres: I hare consulted the District Offioert of 
Bengal and their reports go to show that the curtailment o^gradng lands 
has taken |dace, more or less, in almost all the districts of the proviuoe. 
The Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling sa^s that his district appifars 
to be eminently fitted to illustrate in a striking manner tbe gradual ten* 
dency of the Forest Department to bring, within its reserve, lands ^ 
which hitherto afforded suflBcient space for cattle to grase on. It is 
apparent that there is a general tendency towards encroachment of gras- 
ing lands atid it is probable that it will continue if steps are not takep 
to check it.” It is the idea of inunediate gain that prompts people tOv 
cultivate good-grainy on lands used before for grasing. This is undoubt^ 
edly a false economic principle. The number and quality of agricultural 
cattle being already grossly inadequate to tbe needs, any increase in tbe 
land available for cultivation would mean less tillage and diminished 
production. 

Mr. J. II. Blackwood further observes: ” The most important cir- 
cumstance odverse to catile-breeding in Bengal is undoubtedly tbe defi- 
ciency of pasture. The fact is well-.knowD to the ordinary' cultivator, 
who usually rejdies when asked the reason for the degeneration of cattle, 
*.Ghushcr aval).* ** ‘ • 
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.Andrews observes: ” More and more land has l)een used 
and less land has been used for grass. This has been 
' sighted policy. What I would point out is that such a 
which impoverishes tbe cows, must bo, in the long run, 
.<ry like India; for i^ Las necessitated the withdrawal of 
liet of the people.” We have already realiied what the 
a»ilk from our diet has cost us. We can ao longer see 
„*Dneration that stout, able-bodied class of people of the 
s but only weak and emaciated skeletons, short in suce and 
A comparable with the pygmies of epic fame. The result 
Mcy of pasture land fs that the cattle of thig%^untry has 
do the projier work of tillage, the milch-cattle are unable 
;Tg but the poorest quantity of milk and good breeds of 
. tically l>eeome extinct. 

ult of this dearth of pasture laud is the gradual diminu- 
i of milk which Mr. Blackwood in 1915 would not be 
seer a day on the average. Matters have since grown 
•uge yield would now be less than one aeer. The milk- 
..me so scarce, that it is hardly possible ta provide the 
rement of milk of an individual to one-eight ol the popu- 
-I. As milk and milk-productf have been the only amtroe 
Indians, who are mainly vegetarians and do not live upon 
fcercity of milk has told heavily on the national bealtli. 
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Ihfi deaib-rat« of hMm» is» witK* the sole exception of ChiM^, the h^tieel 
in the world, ae the following table taken from Whittaker^e Alnii^^ 
1922, will proTe:— 


l>Mth 


iwnT 




^XJaitsd JUngdom 

.. 14-6 

Osnsda 

.. 16-12 

AoflrsUs 

. . 10-6 

Sooth Africa 

.. 11-6 

Balgiom 

CMe 

.. 15-2 

.. Sl-l 

ssr ■ 

.. 19-6 

.. 21-4 

Jap« 

21-9 

Norway 

.. 13 2 

Roma^ 

. . 23 -4 

Swoden 

.. 13-8 


India 

Kew Foumllaad 

N«w Zaland 

Austria 

Bulgaria 

Denmark 

Germany 

Svitiarumd 

Ketberlaod 

Portugal 

Snatn 

Uruguay 


10-9 

1(H 

99 


tP9 

t«*4 


19-4 

16-2 

161 

14-6 

19*4 


29-7 


14-6 


Latterly, the death rate iu India hna increased utiU hi^^her and the 
Stati^dics of Public Health in British India, publishetl in the year 1921, 
show that in 1919 the death-rate in India w-as 26 per thousand, showing^ 
that it has far exceeded the death-rate in any other country in the world. 
The tnoitality among infants, too, is appallingly high. In Bengal it 
was 228 per thousand in 1919 and, barring one or two exceptions, it is 
also the liighest in the world. That this want of milk is the potent 
q^use for this terrible infantile mortality will appear from the observa- 
tion of Colonel Mactaggart, Sanitary Commissioner of the United* Prov- 
inces, who says: “ By cheapening the price of milk so m to bring it 
within the reach of the poorer classes more would be effected towards 
reducing infantile mortality than the presence of any number of trained 
(fhait would accomplish.” Mr. C. F. Andrews also (Observes: ” I believe 
that this absenee of milk accounts fbr the increasing weakness of vital- 
ity and also lor the painfully early age at which people in Indio die. 
The infantile mortality in India to-day is greater than tliat,4>f any other 
country in the world. It is also due to want of milk that wasting ciiseates 
like tuberculosis have risen by leaps and bounds.” 


Another^ffect of a highly unsatisfactory nature has been the steady 
growth in towns of the process of phooka employed by the goalm in 
milking cows which causes the greatest economic loss to the counfry. It 
is the want of pasture land that is responsible for the milcb-cattle pass- 
ing into the hands of butchers as toon as they get dry. The goaJa finds 
it impossiWe him to support the cow when dry. The Special Com- 
mittee of the Calcutta Corporation appcunted to consider the question of 
the milk-supply of Calcutta thus observes on this point: ” As cows in 
this country are generally of poor milking capacity and do not give m i l k 
without their qUves, the goala has recourse to phooica, a process, which, 
as the evidence shows, is not only painful but tends to tn ^y^ the cow 
sterile at least lor some considerable time. The goala therefore finds it 
profitable to dispose of his dry cows, through undoubtedly the daughter 
of cows, which under different oondititms would coniiiiiie to bfar calres 
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and milk much longer, results in* the lou^PH^ ike penuanetit 
detetioraiion of the breed and seriously affects tliil|||iBk-supply of the 
countr>% wbJeh is already deficient botk in quantity and quality/* And 
the Committee came to tbe conclusion that ** milk cannq^ be produced 
economically without gtaiing land.*^ The evil effect of the pernicious 
phooha practice resorted to by the goalas is apparent and much can be 
effected towards reducing this evil if goalas can get free pasturages or, 
at any rate, at modsrate cost, for their cattle to grase when dry. 
Mr. C. F. Payne aptly described the process by which cows are made 
sterile by the phooka process rendeiing them practicaUy useless as milking 
animals for a long time as an instance of abominable wastefulness. He 
observes: “ The goala usually buys his cows at the beginning of their 
second lactation period. He then sells the calf and begins to 
practise the abominable phooka on the cows and obtains milk for 6 to 8 
months at the most. By the end of that time the cow ceases to give 
milk and becomes unfit for breeding pur]x>se8 for at least 2 or 3 years. 
The butcher is in waiting and, however fine the animal may be. she is 
sold for slaughter without scruple for a jmall sum. Thi.s is a 
process which is coufetuntly going on with the l)est cows in the country. 
The cruelty of it will probably appeal strongly to my hearers; but wbat 
appeals to me even more strongly is the abominable wastefulness of the 
/system.’* The next point is that want of pasture land is a circumstance 
adverse to cattle-breeding in Bengal, wbicli has undoubtedly led to steady 
.iWi.i. uhd diminution of cattle-wealth in the province. 

'.M . Jt of this deficiency of pasture land is the poor semi- 
” of cattle of this proWnce, and their vitality hag become 
.n epidemic bieaking out almost the whole flock die out. 

- the state of pasture land in this province; the result of 
eeu proved, tlte wretched condition of cattle, and as 
•depend on their cattle, their condition, too, is equally 
e shown from the statements of responsible persons that 
land for cultivation is tht» general tendency in Bengal 
_ the quantity of fallow land which could^be used as 
•r (piarter from which encronchmeut uixm exitting 
the Forest De|wrtment. It is to be regretted, as will 
’^eiwrt of the Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling, that 
of the Fqrest Department is to bring within its 
Mch hitherto affonled sufficient space to graae on and it 
stejis are not taken to check it. Lidh tenant -Colonel 
. nsulted all district officers in Bengal, says that “ their 
that rurtailment of graaing lauds has taken {dace more 
districts of the province (Bengal) and some district 
t curtailment of graaing land has caused deterioratiou of 
. r countries, however, where land is more valuable, tbe 
tbe opposite. I believe you are fkmiliar with the sy«» 

. . ouni on prevalent in England from the feudal ages — 
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tke'^nllagm vm lor grwsf 

Vo fOcii systom Ib in m ihk ooumtry or, if tlioro wmt, ilfW^now 
dioanpeand. Tlie following atatisties wiU show how pu»0 ftod norh 
la]|d ia throwi open to fttatonige in Great Britain and Amarica :«->» 


Oiaat BriUta 
Ixalud 
irewZMUad 
Denmark 


*1^ 

Kkmany 


KallMrtWa 

Daitad BlatM of Aaorica 


m\ 

tl.190,000 acret 
12.148.000 .. 
8.808.897 .. 
1828.885 . 
4.988.741 LaelarN 
10.044.570 .. 
1.153.084 .. 
30.132.890 aofo« 


IB8D. 

t0.itt.000 aom. 
18.125.883 M 


^ • 

1.201.037 (ia 1007> 
57.015.000 aofM. 


Under the circumstances it is essential for us to keep mthin the pro- 
vince a miniiOum quantity of pasture land to provide for the bare needs jof 
cattle in the province, thereby removing the policy which has been 
justly charactemed as ** short-sighted ’* by C. F. Andrews. In deter- 
mining the proportion, due importance is to be attached not merely to the 
number of cattle but also to ’the needs of the population with leference 
to milk-supply. The fair estimate would be 10 per cent, of the total 
land area. Even some Indian States have done to, and in many other 
Sfates grass is reported to be so abundant that no special steps seeing 
be called for, and in these latter States the oandiiion of cattle is satis- 
factory' and the milk-supply abundant. Let us now see what the States of 
Baroda and Mysore have done for cattle-giwng. In Baiqda. provision 
for pasture land has been made in the State Land*Be^enue Code and the 
rules made thereunder, by which 5 per cent, of the village land in advanced 
taluks (called rasti mahalt) and 10 ^r cent, in rani mahali (backward 
taluks) are set apart as pasturages. 

In Mysore the rules for allotment of free gomal (pasture) lands are as 
follows : For 100 head of cattle, 30 acres of good pasturage or 60 acres of 
middling la^jd or 100 acres of inferior land are allotted for pasturages in 
every village, and boundary marks of a substantial character are erected 
so as to define the common grazing land of each village. In Jubbal 
State, cattle-grazing is free in demarcated ©r undemaroated forests. 

The subject of increasing the pasturages in the country came up for 
consideration before the Board of Agriculture and the proceedings of 
that body for the year 190T show that the Bengal district officers 
lecotninended the following meafuresi— 

(1) The reservation of existing grazing lands by legislatioii. 

(2) Owners be pitdiibited from leasing out their grazing lands to 

tenants for crops. 

(S) Hie zunindars and landhoMeys to eee that a lair share of thrir 
land is always preserved lor grazing purpoesi. » 


It 
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and milk much longer, retulU in* the lonl^p^ the permaneikt 
deteiforalion of the breed and eeriously alEect^ tWjpBk-supply of the 
country', which ii already deficient both in quantity and quality.” And 
the Committee came to the conclusion that ” milk cannq^ be produced 
economically without grazing land.^ The evil effect of the pernicious 
phooka practice resorted to by the goalas is apparent and much can be 
effected towards reducing this evil if goalas can get free pasturages or, 
at any rate, at moderate cost, for their cattle to graze when dry. 
Mr. C. F. Payne aptly described the process by which cows are made 
sterile by the phooka process rendering them practically useless as milking 
animals for a long time as an instance of alNmunable wastefulness. He 
obseiwes: ” The goala usually Imys his cows at the beginning of their 
second lactation period. He then sells the calf and begins to 
practise the abominable phooka on tbe cow? and obtains milk for 6 to 8 
months at tbe most. By the end of that time the cow ceases to give 
milk and becomes unfit for breeding purposes for at least 2 or 3 rears. 
The butcher is in waiting and, however fine the animal may be, she is 
sold for slaughter without scruple for a tmall sum. This is a 
process which is coiiftautly going on with the l)est cows in the countiy. 
The cruelty of it will probably apjieal strongly to my hearers; but what 
apiwals to me even moie strongly is the abominable wastefulness of the 
fystem.” The next jioint is that want of pasture land is a circumstance 
advi i .^i' t atlle-brcediug in Bengal, which has undoubtedly led to steady 

Tut diminution of cattle-wealth in the province. 

mU of this deficiency of pasture land is the poor semi* 

ntui . ..u of cattle of this province, and their vitality hag become 

fo •* :\n epidemic breaking out almost the whole fiock die out. 

^ tbe state of pasture land in this province; the result of 
tlii.. ’i»een proved, the wretched condition of cattle, and as 

dei^end on their cattle, their condition, too, is equally 
yxrv x e shown from the statements of responsible persons that 

eui . ... I land for cultivation is the general tendency in Bengal 
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•' the quantity of fallow land which couldtl>e U8e<l as 
:.er quarter from which encroachment upon existing 
is the Forest Dejiartmeut. It is to be regretteil, as will 
. rejwrt of the Deputy Commissioner of Darjeeling, that 
lency of the Forest Department is to bring within its 
< aich hitherto afforded sufficient space to graze on and it 
: steps are not taken to check it. Liehtenant-Colonel 
<‘onsulteil all district officers in Bengal, says that ” their 
..iW that ctulailment of gracing lands has taken place more 
districts of the province (Bengal) and kome district 
:.at cui'tailment of grazing land has mused deterioration of 
‘ er countries, however, where land is more valuable, the 
the opposite. I believe you are fkmiliar with the sy«- 
comxnon prevalent in England from the ^dal ag es 
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'M^B^mnarcAted tW^illagars «m for gitaaff tlwir^ttlo. 

Bo «ach oyotem Wift Vo^ in tUa country or, if tfcorc wno, i^knnnow 
diMpfMRd. The foUowinjf atmtiotie* will ahow how jnoon wd am*. 
la^ ia thrown open to paatnmge in Great Britain and America r— 



imt. 

IftM. 

BriUia 

. SlslSOsOCOsorm 

tS.ilfsOOO som. 

Irtlsnil 

. 12.S4S»000 .. 

• * 

Zeslsnd 

S.SSS.807 M 

16.lt5.8S8 s. 

PfUlSTk 

16Sa.8S5 . 

♦ . ** 

Cmmny 

4.858.741 Uolsrtf 


. . 10.844.570 .. 

- • 


1.15S.084 .. 

1.201.057 (in 1807). 

TTnHsd of AiMnoa 

. 58.132.180 MtM 

57.811.000 serM. 


Under the circumstance* it i» essential for u* to keep within the pro* 
Tince a minimum quantity of pasture land to provide for the hare needa of 
cattle in the province, thereby removing the policy which ha* bean 
justly characterised a* “ short-sighted ” by C. F. Andrews. In deter- 
mining the proportion, due importance is to be attached not merely to the 
number of cattle but also to 'the nee<U of the population with reference 
to milk-supply. The fair estimate would be 10 per cent, of the total 
land area. Even some Indian State* have done lo. and in many other 
SAtes grass is reported lo be so abundant that no special step* seem.to 
be called for. and in these latter State* the oanditipn of cattle is satis- 
factory and the milk-supply abundant. Let us now see whnt the State* of 
Baroda and Mysore have done for cattle-graring. In Barqda, proviston 
for pasture land has been made in the State' Land’Bovenue Code and the 
rules made thereunder, by which 6 per cent, of the viUage Und in advanced 
taluks (called ra,(i mahaU) and 10 per cent, in rant mahaU (backward 
taluks) are set apart as pasturages. 

In Mysore the rule* for aUotment of free gomal (pasture) land* are a* 
follows: For 100 head of cattle, 30 acre* of good pasturage or 60 acre* of 
middling land or 100 acre* of inferior land are allotted for pasturage* in 
everv viUage, and boundary mark* of a substantial character are ewted 
so as to define the common grating land of each village. In Jubbal 
State, cattle-grating i» free in demarcated or undemarcated forest*. 

The subject of increasing the pasturages in the country caw up fw 
oonsidention before the Board of Agriculture and tU proving* of 
that body for the year 1907 show that the Bengal district officers 
recommended the frdlowing mea0ure*^— 

(1) The reservation of existing grating land* by legislatton. 

(2) Ownere be prohibited from leasing out their grating Imd* to 

to&aiilft lor crops. 

<3) Tbeaamindareandlandhtdderato^thatafairaliareof their 

land it always preserved for graxing porpoees. , 

U 
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(4) Tbe exi«tiiig gracing Undt be demarcated and the looid 

officers should be directed to report further encsroachuie&t^ 
which must be disallowed. Also a register oi existing grmh> 
ing lands mi^t be maintained in the district and subdi^ri- 
sional offices. * 

(5) The preserration of lands for pasturage may be effected throegh 

the agency of the new chaukidari union system by reserv- 
ing lands for a convenient group of villages, if Government * 
gives the power to do so by some legal enactment. 

(6) Reafforestation of the Fores! Department. 


1 am afraid that nothing has so far been done to give effect to the 
excellent recommendations of the district officers of Bengal and my reso- 
lution only seeks to give effect to the above proposals. It is high tiis^ 
that something should be done in this matter and I would suggest that 
Government should immediately demarcate existing graxing grounds now 
entered in the various records. Then it should acquire gradually addi- 
tional grounds at the cost'of the State. To minimise this cost, the Gov- 
ernment should make an offer to the zamindar? by which an agreement 
may be drawn up. Government giving up half the revenue assessment for 
the area and the xamindar undertaking to allow graxing of cattle 
there at ail exceedingly moderate charge; the number of cattle allowiid 
to ti ..Ltl the charge should be fixed in the agreement and a mixed 

boi' * and non-officials being allowed to inspect the field at 

Aii' ‘ ‘ to the due performance of the agreement. Then the 

uiv- ' district and local board funds should, by legislation, b® 

for taking leaiM? of graxing grounds, cultivating superior 

qti (say, Guinea glass*) on the same and allowing gracing* 

cit ' » • t excee<lingly moderate charges. I would prefer iVe© 

gi i‘ lent number according to priority of application. Tillag© 

P«f dd also be endowed with powers to form village coramou 

wir isdicticn. The land on both sides of railway lines wher© 

gnt uld be thrown open for giazing. Where ’the railway 

its* the State, the process of restoring superfluous land 

fen Railway Companies on both sides of the railway line can 

W • Mout the least delay. The landlords’ fee, which, under 

BCC* the Bengal Tenancy Act has been forfeited to the Gov- 
ern' » also be utOixed for the purpose. Lastly, I would sugw 

gest .ey is urgently needed in the country and the Govern- 

me^ - d out what could be done with waste lands all over 

Ind- I. -.ite posailde that large graxing grounds even now exists 
wht ' neglected. But this process alone wodld require a 

that cannot now be spared conaideiing the very urgent 
nee * tlate actkm. I would accordingly urge the method of 

•eti ..<» samindars aUd the other ways. In the meantixne the 

tur . badly needed, may be made and in ooune of time let it 
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fVM^. A jTMrly prcmaon oflO kUw or ot loaurt 6 laUu in An 
Intdgnt, and the oaRTia^ oat of the leeommendationa made. «31 mpgiy 
one ct the gieateat needs of the ootintr;. 

. • 

Hr. PRAMNNA DIR RAIKATi I me to iiupport tbe reeoluticm of 
wj esteemed friend, Maulri Ekramul Hnq. Before I proceed any lurtber 
I would like to point out to the Houee that eome time ago it pataed a 
rerclution whicb stood in my name in connection with the imprOTement 
of ^ttle. 1 already submitted my reasons in that resolution why it it 
essential to secure sufficient pasture land for the needs of every dittrici 
in Bengal. 

I regret very mncb to remark that nothing has been done so far to 
improve the condition of cattle. I do not like to waste the valuable 
time of the House by repeating the same old stories and so 1 do hope 
the House will consider the necessity of providing suitable pasture 
land tor the improvement of cattle at the earliest opportunity the 
wont of which threatens the vital interest of this agricultural country. 

IHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ moved, by way of amendment, that 
item No. 2 be amended as follows 

it) after the word “ made,” in line 2, the words as far as po#- 
* sible ’* be inserted: and 

(u) the following words be added at the end. vix., and that the 
union boards and pancbayeti committee be directed to 
take special care of these lands.** 

[At this stage, the Hon’ble the President returned and took the 
Chair. ] * 

Shah Syed Emdadul Haq addressed the Council in Bengali, a tranila* 
tion of which is as follows > 

The mover of this resolution has fully dealt with the problem from 
the point ^ view of the ■VTestemers, and I do not, iberelore, see any 
necessity to go over the same ground again. 1 would, however, con* 
fine my observations from the Eastern view-point. A perusal of 
old Indian literature, the Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Manu 
Sanhita, clearly establishes that one-sixth, and sometime# one-eightb, 
of the produc^of the soil was set apart for the Government in order to 
meet the charges for the administration of the country. The Govern* 
meat, in its tom, reserved sufficient pasture lands and distributed them 
to the tenants without any rent. During the Muhammadan t^gime^ the 
same system obtained so far as pasture lands were concerned. But» 
Sir, during the British rule in India not only has the sfdeDdid old 
system been oompLetely abolished, but even a bit land bas been 
rented. 11ms, tbeiw is a scardiy of pasture lands in this country. Sir, 

1 have attended several meetinge held in the districts of Mynumdn^ and 

iU 
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Bakai ^;runj, and have invariably notice^! that resolutions were carried 
then* for the improvement of pasture lands and the attention of Gov- 
ernment fliawn in thi^ direction. As the Hon’ble the Minister might 
fH'rhaps argue that the financial condition of the Govemcnent is vep7 
bad, I have suggested the insertion of the words “ as far as jwssible ” 
after the word “ made,” so that the Government might accept the re^o- 
luti<;n. And with a view of imiKjsing certain responsibilities upon the 
union Ijoaids and the panchayeti committees, I have added a few words 
at the end of the resolution. I appeal to the Government to accept fhis 
resolution u^ amended hy me. 


Motion for adjournmont. 

The CHarmanair Incident, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It IS now a (piarter to 5. Tla* tint her (-i>nsidera- 
liou of this resolution will staiul o\er. We will now take up the 
motion for adjournment of Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta 

BabU INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: It is with a sense of deep shau^ 
and indignation that I rise to move an adjounimeul ot the ordinarv 
business of the Council in order to discuss a matter of grave pubhe 
im|M>rtance, viz., the reient setious allegations of poli(‘e outrage on 
the people of Cliarmanair in the district of Farulpur. The all*^gatioii9 
made in some of the papers have U'en so serious and the nature of 
the outrages leported to have Ihhki committed, has Ihm'u of such a 
revolting nature that it is a pity that the recent Government comvmni- 
qu{‘ issued on the 2nd July last has dealt with the matter in such a 
cursory luanner. The comm«ni<yia^ says that the Govonimeut have decid- 
ed to take legal jirmwdiugs against those who have given publicity to 
defamatory statemt'uts regarding their officers. I must , say I am 
rather suspicious of these defamatory proceedings, but lu this case 
1 am glad to hear of this, liecause I feel, as many others have felt, 
that truth and absolute truth must lie found out. It is due not only 
to the suffering jieople, but doubly due to the prestige of the police 
and the Government that we should know the most impartial and 
unvarnished truth about the incidents that have clouded the sky of 
Furidpur for more than a month and a half. 

The main facts are simple enough. There was a dacoity at Char* 
manair. The police of a neighliouring thana got clue of the appre- 
hended dacoity and went in pursuit of the da coits— outside their own 
jurisiiiction. This is, of course, very praiseworthy of the lolice. 
There is, no doubt, about it. So far, things seem to have gone 
smoothly enough. The police in their natural desire not to lose sight 
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i){ the dacoit« followed them tS a place which was out of their juris* 
diction — because Charmanair is in thana Sndarpur. whereas the jHilice 
Wloiijred to thana Sil>char. Eeie, the first Gi>vernment communt</ui ia 
strangely silent as to whether the Sibchar jolice had taken stej^a to 
inform the Sadarpnr iK»licc that they were following the dacoits in 
the Sadarpur arei» — that they were gtung bey(»nd their own juristUc- 
ti(ui 

•The Hon’hle Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: I rise to a {Hunt of order. 

All this f>ortion is .o/h )}nhcc, 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am 'ejy ‘.orrv . Indii Rabu. that yi u flu uld Imve 
euil-arked ufH.ii tins. Ycm have heaid my ruling that no matter which 
ly ;\i(hct should be tom h<‘d upon or diM U^^ed. ^ ou must realise 
that I cannot all(»w the <liscu‘»sion (d any matter which is suh judire. 
1 really wish y(»u to leave out anvthing whuh is .^uh judicr, and you. 
know |»eri‘ectly well what matter is suh judtce. 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: I am som that Goveniment 
should consider tlus ludu'C. 1 never knew (>i thN Is'foie. 'Ihert 
iH no mention of it in the commuunjut . 


. Mr. PRESIDENT: All right 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Then. Sn. either owing to some 
misapprehensifui — I hc>pe this is not suh judtcf . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please go on. You will veiy s(xm know 
whether it is. 

• 

Babu INDU BHUSHAN DUTTA: Yer> gcKMl, Sir. 1 find there 
was evidently some misaj>preht*rfsioii in the minds of the p<^ople or 
it may l»e that there was “ iustigntion by evilly disjv»sed f)f.*rson« ’* 
n.s suggeste<l in the Goveniraent communu^u(\ 1 be fie^ijde of the locality 
fell UfKm the jxdice and attacked them most mercilessly. Now there 
is no doubt ’that this wa.s a most barbarous attack committed upon tha 
IKdice.-^but why did the i^eople do it? That is the point at issue. I 
cannot understand the the<»ry of misapprehension, l>ecause it was 

The Hoti’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: Perhaps I may explain 
that the wholf of the incident relating to the dacoity on that particular 
night 18 sub puhee, A case is being tried against certain villageri 
for attacking the pcdice on that night. Therefore, anything that 
occurred on that night is suh pidicc, and Government are unable to 
t<Auch upon that. I understand that Indu Bhuahan Dutt’a motion 
for adjournment refers to incidents from the 18th onwards. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let us blot out aU that happened on that night. 
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Babu INOU BNU8HAN OUTTA: AU right, Sir. After the happen; 
ing*- of that night, it h alleged that the police, as a sort of punishment 
on poor villagers, resorted to most harharou.s reprisals. The allegations 
of reprisal are so serious that we wonder no non-ofiicial ^mmittee of 
inquiry’ has been appointed to make a sifting inquiry on them. Allega- 
tions have been made that women were raped, houses broken, people 
assaulted and one man even beaten to death. On the face of these alle- 
gations, Government have issued a cfymmuniQtU> on the 2nd July, and 
though there were various statements issued by many inquiring bodies 
like the Congress Committee and the Anjuman Islamia, I should content 
myself to touch only on the Govemment cornmunique and discuss fts con- 
tents. I have taken the trouble of meeting Dr. Pratap Chandra Guha 
Uay, Balms Subhendra Mohan Bose and Jatin Bhattacharji who have 
been referred to in the Government cnmmuniqul and who made personal 
inquiries into the allegations regarding the atrocities committed in that 
village. 1 have seen the evidence collected by them. I have heard 
from their lips the tale.s they gathered from the villages. If even 
0 I>art of the tales told hy them is true and I do not see any reason why 
they should not be true, then all I can say is that an awful outrage 
has bi'en committed and the Council must cry aloud for n full intjuiry 
and proper justice. The dacoity took place on the Ibth Mav. a Deputy 
Magistrate and a Deputy Siif>enntendent of Police were in the village 
on the following day to make anents, but such was the terror of the 
people that they left their homes ami their women-bdk behind 
The Government communique savs that the Deputv Magistrate left 
on the night of the ISih and the pidov were left till the 27th when 
they were with.lrawn. Ix^-ause the villagers were so afraid of the poliiv, 
that the^ would n< t come back to the^r homes. This is a rather a curious 
cytificate tor the i>olictv-~a whide village is desertinl at their preMOice ! 

However that may be, on the 5th June, the Superintendent of Police 

makes A smblen desceut on the village, searches houses, attaches the 

proi>erty of the ah^conders and arrests 31 men, under orders of a oouH 

of law. 


On the 5th Jam', the.e men were arrested and sent to Furidpiir 
-Theee men were eKnmined in the j.iil; even a. under-trial priaonera. 
wnfined w.thm the four walls of the iail. .some of them made alleir*- 
twns that the women of the houses had Iw-en pushed, slamred or 
rou^hlj apoken to hr the polioc and yet no one seeak. to think of 
wnkinif any .uquinM into these aUegntious No, not till the 1.5th 
.rune when the Mapistrate hears the awful stories of alleged rape 
murder and other atrocitie.. On the ITth he sends two De^ 
Ma^stm tes who had alreadv been in the chnr twice and vet had hwrd 
ZTr The Magistrate cannot yo the same 

I uk what would this Council tynk of the Commander of an Army, 
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WM not ready? Hott could the Deputy Magistrate go? Do the 
Deputy Magistrate belong to a service which can rise to an emergency, 
which the ‘‘^heaven-horn ’* cannot? Is it desimMe to waste time in 
«2ftergency by such dimsy excuses? Were there no other convey- 
ances? Eowever. the Magistrate goes to the scene and lurostigation 
pr^eeds. W© are told that he made honse-to-house visits. May w© 
know how many houses did he visit? A statement made by Babu 
8ubhendra Bos© says that he visited only 14 or 15 houses in a village 
consisting of more than a hundred houses. Then, comes the result 
of the 'inquiry. He makes inquiries — women questiontxl as to whether 
they had any complaints to make of oppression by the pdice alleged 
that they had b^eu abused in rough language and in jfome cases they 
Lad l»een held by the hand or arm. Tlie Magistrate's fiinliiig is that 
the woman was l>eiiig detuine<l bv being held bv the hand while she 
wa.s Wing (]nestioneii ! A vcr\ nice exjdanation indeed! The women 
had Wen left Whind. they bad not fled There was no danger of 
their going awav, yet they were Wtng held by the hand or arm. 
Does not the Magistrate know that the mere touch of n stranger is 
regarded a> pollutu^n and disImiKOjr bv the women-bdk of this 
country ? 

^ Thi.s i.s not enough ! He goes on to make inquiries about the 
jkerioii.s nllegatuuis of lafx*! There the ease of the widow of Manii- 
uddin — ^he mnke> the allegation in all seiiousne^is Indore the Magis- 
trate, she is supported bv her Hister-iii-law and because she said that 
f^he would W unable to identifv the man. the finditig of the Magistrate 
is that “ the evidence on Mns case, taken bv itself ” is inconclusive 
1 confess 1 do not understand tljys finding at all. Has it ever 
occuned tolhe Mn gist i ate that even the lowest class of woman hesitates 
a hundred times Ixdore she admits an attack on her chastity? 

Then there is the complaint ot an elderlv beggar woman. She 
also complained of rape The Magistrate disbelieves her story’, WcauM* 
forsooth hi fin<is. the place of occuiTence. viz., a jute field shows 
no trace of Woken plants — a month after the incident! and that there 
were three houses within GO vards. Evidently it did not strike the 
Magistrate that the houses might have Wei. «leserted. Then, there 
were the daughters-m-law of Ram Kunta Mai Thev alleged that they 
liad been proi^ed by the police with the butts of their rifles. I shall 
not go on with these nauseating stones. The inquiry held bv the 
Magistrate has not at all W^u conclusive He simply disWIiev**s the 
etories. Belief or disWlief i.s a personal question; we also can believe 
and disbelieve; unless there is very strong evidence to the contrary, 
we cannot treat the.se matters sr» cavalierly. Then, there are 
stories of the damage to the houjw»s. The last but not least of thete 
J^orrible allegations 1$ the alleged Wating to death of G^i^qddiu. Tl>i^ 
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muL died on the 20th May. The Deputy Superintendent of Police 
**aw him on the 18th May. The Deputy Superintendent of Police not 
only «aw him, he spoke to him and noticed that he was auffering from 
a disease which was believed to be epilepsy. I do not kn<jw since whea 
the police officers have developed their power of medical dia^o^g. 
The allefraticms are that the man was severely beflten, that his bonea 
were broken. C)ne would have thought that an examination of 
body, taken out of the grave, would have solved the mysterj' once for 
all. Hut this idea does not seem to have occuned to anybodyf A 
man dies and is buried 15 miles away from the place of his death — 
'his is the allegation. And yet no suspicion is aroused! ‘I am 
astonished that such .serious allegations have received such -icant notice 
from the authorities. The dee|>est feelings of the people have been 
stiired, the most sacred sentimenfs of the whole nation have been 
wounded. Justice demands that the real truth must be known and the 
guilty suitably punished. This can only be done by a full imjuiry 
by a mixed committee of officials and non-officials. The sacred name 
of India’s womanhood demands the fullest justice. Let not the ctovern- 
xnent think that this is a matter that can be lightly bru.sbed aside f 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Within the brief si>ace of a 
year and a half since the unbappv incidents in the Faridpur Jail the 
district rf FandjMir has again lK‘en cormilsed by an incident at a plnVe 
(ailed (’hannanair, which is abc.ut 1*0 miles fi(.ui the head(|uarters. The 
two communtqut'^ that have lK*en isMied hv the (bivemment, one on the 
12th <f June host and aiKthei. day Ixriore yesterday, have tilled the 
U]ind.s(d the i^'iiple r-f Faridpur, if not of all Bengal, with (luisteniation. 
Seldom have the jieople <»f Bengal b(>en stirred up to .such dejith.s of ref*i*nt- 
ment and indignation and seldom have (u vernment liecni fac'cd with a 
similar situation which, like fire, if n( t piofH'ily and ade(]uately 
handled at the (Nirliest [possible opportunity will, I am afraid, roll in 
vc lumes from one comer of Bengal to another. Sir. we are all familiar 
with the usual methods of jxJice oppression in this country, hut they 
aeldoin attrni't m tice unless the honour of wimen if tranipled or the 
sniictity of the harem vidated. Such a state c f affair.*-- is alleged to 
have occurred in (’hnrmannir, and I appeal to Government with all the 
emphasis that 1 can command, and I appeal also to the members of this 
Council, inespective of carte and ciwd. to stand by the unfortunate 
peofde of Faridpur, in this, the hour of their forest nee<l« 

Chnrmanair is a small village alxmt 20 miles from the headquarters 
of the district of Faridpur. This village is inhabited mainly by Muham- 
madans and Namasudras. There is hardly any educated man in this par- 
ticular village, and there are not many well-to-do persons. I shall state 
the bare facts as have Wn announced by the Government themselves in 
their own rommun/i^wo.*, not because I do not believe the statements of 
our cxiuntrj’men, the members of the Congress parly, but because I 
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think iufficient materials will b^fotind in the Oorenunent communique* 
fheinf*elvefi to show the extent of damage to property done and the extent 
of tentHism displayed by the police force in this particular village. On 
the 16 th Ma^ last at about midnight there was a dacoity in this parti* 
citlar Tillage; the inmates of the houses were roughly handled; some of 
them were tied to posts with rope and their pri^perty ransacked. Some 
of*the villagers who assemble<l there chastised the dscoits but amongst 
those some men were f(»und whc declared thmselves belonging to the 
{>olice. 

Tht Hoffi’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: (tn a i^int of order, Sir. 
This is a matter which is sub judicc. 

Mft PRESIOTENT: Di. Moitra. you must try to follow the example 
of Itabu Indu Bhu.'han Ihitla. Theie ^h( uld l*e no refeiencc^ to what 
hap}>eueHl on that night. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: I was only ipioting the rom- 

niqve, 

Mr. PRTSIDENT: The (OJnntuTitquc or lio com wuniqu^ , we cannot 
Lave a disciusu n ( n any matter which is sub jmhrc. 

Dr. ilATINDRA NATH MOITRA: All nght. Sir. It hapi^Mied smmw 
L( w that .v(,nie |K»li(e ( tticcis were K-ughly handled by villagers at the 
tim(“<^f the da(<iity and were confined in the huts there. They were 
resnied by antjther police foice from a neighlKmring thana the next 
moining, that is, on the 17th <4 May The indice remained there the 
whole day and night, and on the v/Ty next day, i.r., the IStli May it 
was f( uml, as ha‘ Is'en stated in the second Goveniment contmunttfue^ 
that (lie wh(de village was i»racticaUv deserted hy the male 
JK j)uh»ti<ui. Why the male jH.pulation went away, it is for you to sur- 

The pcdice remained there from the 17th of May up to the 27fh 

of Ma\ — fi^ll ten davs. Thev were there to find f>ut the culprits who 
apj*arentl\ ImiH l^elalK/Ure<l the |><)lice on su?i»icion that particular night. 
Fdtuuately or unfortunately for the villagers, there was no return of 
anv of the‘‘e abfcc-nders, and the jtrdice f( rce. after remaining there for 

full ten days, returned to the headquarters on the 27th of May. 

Fixm the 27th of May up to the oth t f June there was not mu(‘h golmuL 
On the 5(h %f June, however, a large contingent of police — one 
Su|»erintendent cf Police, 12 f»olice officers and 48 men. one Deputy 
Magistrate (by men I understand constabk^i — altogether 60 or 61 men — 
suddenly made a descent on that village — I am quoting from the com* 
munigue — made a sudden descent on the village— as if from Heaven. 
Now, Sir, this polic*e force — 61 in number — remaine<l there the whole 
day and night, arrestetl 31 men. and returned to the headquarter! on the 
6th of June. On the 12th of June, that is, full six days after these 
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«rreHtt», Government very kindly paWjshed a communique in which» 
however, there was not the slightest mention of these arrests I I think 
that is an indisputable fact. In the same communique of 12th^ Tune 
there is no mention even ct the fact of this depopulation, nor any reason 
why so many people kept away from their hearth and honle for such a 
long time vouchsafe^!. Gradually, however, news began to filter 
through the small village, through the thanas and headquarters; and*we 
in Calcutta l>egan to be informed from various quarters about the horrible 
atrocities meted out to the people there. From a previous experienQp of 
such matters I thought it wise to remain silent in order to know the 
truth and nothing but the truth. On the 12th June, as I have already 
said, the Government issued a communique. On the 18th of June, as 
the second commumquv says, the District Magistrate sent two Deputy 
Magistrates to investigate the allegations, and he himself, with the 
*8uperintendent of Police, home other officials, and 14 constables, started 
and reacluMl Chaimanair on the day following. In other words, about 
one month and two days elapsed after the actual incident of dacoity and 
allegeil (rrtures (,n tlie people l>efore the Magistrate could find time 
1o investigate the rase |>ersonally. The Magistrate went there with a 
large number of civustables, and he probably thought that the 

A’illagers would 1 m‘ teadv to supplv him with information against the 
po lice l>efore the immediate presence of so many hi] pagns. That was 
his idea. No </ne ventunsl to approach the District Magistrate to gite 
him the necessary information, and finding that his efforts did not pro- 
duce the least result, he ver>* kindly weut from house to house to make 
personal infiuiries. Even assuming that the male population of the 
village did wrong and thev were telling lies, the Magistrate him.selt with 
his own ears heanl complaints from four to five women who in the presence 
vf this mighty ruler told him that theV ha<i l>e<*n raiKui. The Magistrate — 
T find iudlie commu/i/quc— nlid not think it necessary and worth while to 
believe their statements Now, Sir. in this countiy' if a woman admits 
that a rnjH' has 1 h*cu committed on her it is under the direst of iHu essi- 
ties that she does so. It is more so when she can l>e persuaded to 8i)eak 
before a foreign ruler alumt the violation of her chastity. 'Even these 
Htutements were m<t believed by the District Magistrate, although he had 
the candour to state in the official communt(pt(\ that some ca«es of rape 
Were corrolwrated by relatives or neighliour*.. Comment is of course need- 
less. But the matter is so urgent that every moment which the Goveru- 
ment will lose to have a pro|H'r iuquiry made about tbjs affair, every 
luoment thev will slip away, will not pri>duce ease in the minds of the 
people, hut it will produce an impression that Government are Wnt upon 
white-washing the conduct of the j>olice. The sooner the Govemmeut try 
1o sift the matter threadbare, the Wtter will he the days of British rule 
and V»etter will it lie for the |>eace and contentment of the country, 

Mr. PRiilOfNTs I want to make it quite clear to memliers of this 
Council that I gave a certain latitude to Dr. Moitra because he is a 
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member of tbe diT^sioD in gmogr^oto the dated and fact* wbioh are 
already known to the Hoase. Anybody who wiahea to comment on the 
communiqtti can do so, but I cannot hare a long recounting of an 
incident orer and over again. 

Vtai Baluuiur RAHAMATJAN CHOUDHURY: As 1 come 
from Faridpur district I am expected to sjkMik a few words alumt the 
unhappy occurrences which hare taken place at Charmanair within 
t the jurisdiction of Sadarpur police-station in the Sadar subdirision of 
Faridpur. I am in sympathy with the motion moved by my friend, 
Balm I/ulu Bhushah Dutta. It is the duty oi every’ Government to 
make sifting inquiries where their own servants arc susiH»cte<l to trans- 
gress the bounds of law and to go to the length of deprtMlntioiis and 
ravages which are heard of the victorious iMirharian soldiers of old. 
I am not sure if all the barbai’ian and inhuman actions that are said 
to lie committed by the police at Chnnnanair are correct Bui il is 
probable that they have gone Hevond the bniioK of law and have 
delilierattdy misused the |K)wer they are ve-^ted with, 

Ma> the Government think it piopi»r to ajqKJint a commit itn* to 
make a thorough iU(}Uiiy alH)ut the unhappy iiu ident in older to salisfv 
the public. 

#Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: My tnend, Balm Indu 
Bhii*ihan I>utta, .•^tvuis to iia^e an inexliaustible store of erimgy ami 
courage and he may be excused for his exulHoance of feeling as he 
has had no scratch in life There have ls»en numerous such ( within 
the life-time of thi^ from the (.'handpur affair down to the om* 

under di.'^cussion, and all of them have got a family likeness. They 
Lave never been .suhject^Ml to inJei^ndent inqumes, not even to joint 
inquiries of official.^ and non-officials, tliough sometimes that has b«H»n 
asked f('r. In my ex|ienenre of the Gurkha outrage at Chittagong, 
I know that it is ho|veless to expect a fair imjiury in sm h matters. 
In this ca.se. the Government of Bengal states at the enrl of the rommuni- 
that lb# Government are sutisfi<sl that anv one wh«) had any com- 
plaint to nmVe had had ample opimrtunity to do so and that their 
aerious allegations had l>een subjectetl to the fullest investigation. 
That is the point. From my own experience as aforesai<l I say that 
when we ask for it we do not get it. There is some »<)rt of official 
inquiry and tl^^t is aU and sufficient to whitewash the whole affair 
In Cbittagoug I know that respesHable |)eople had gaping wamnds to 
show, but the result of the official inquiry into the Gurkha outrage waa 
juatification and justification on the real or imaginary finding that 
stone# were thrown in the direction of the Gurkhas; and therefore the 
Oorkbas commenced beating pell-mell. That was the aort of justificMi- 
tion. Here in tbia esse the Magistrate held an inveitigation which 
kms been characterized as fullest " and be diabeliered tbi« atory and 
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tiiat wtat^ment because some men the searching party some^ 
thing to the eoutraiy’ or because one batch of witnesses partly contra* 
dieted the other batch of witnesses. No thorough inquiry was made» 
no judicial trial was held, and still it is characterized as the fullest 
investigation. It is well known that whenever civil or military pdiice 
is molested — ns has been admitted in this case— a spirit of retaliation 
in order to maintain their t:znt, in order to preserve their power*and 
prestige, takes jKissession of them and the first thing they do is to raid 
ufxui the fKK)r locality, with the result that before or after the arrival* 
of the police the |H*o]>le fly away. This happened in this case, too. 
The [K)lice admittedly were there for several days and thdy were 
certainly not there to enjoy themselves without doing any harm to the 
|eo|ile. S(trnething must have l>een done to the people by persons who 
were in i>ossessi<iii of the village to comjH*! them to fly away. We know 
from exfMTience that in inquiries like these it is ten to one that people 
would not come forward to give evidence. And what is the utility? 
In the (rurklia outrage cast* many resf)ectahle jteople came and deposed^ 
but they were disbelieved, hecau.se one or two constables said some- 
thing to the contrary. In that case Oovemment had employed a 
senior pleader (Ui Ks. 1(10 a day 

BilHi NITYA OHON MUKHERJEE: h this in order, Sir? 
What hapiH*ned in ( bittag’ong ha.s no bearing on this case. ^ 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I am not going into the 
facts of that case. But T started my case by saying that theie is a 
sort of fuiiiily likeness in all these cases. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, you can refer to the (’hittagong case by 
way of illustration, but you must use some .sort of moderation. 

Bftbu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: I find that I am relevant. 
In this ca.se, iuo, there Las not heen^a leal investigation — iiu investiga- 
ti(Ui which was called foith by public nimoius against the reputation 
of (iovernuient ofiiiers, against the jndice on whom tile life and 
pr<»|keity of the jKHqde dejH*nded. This investigation should not have 
lieeii made by a single Magistrate, however highly placed h^ may be. 
It ought to have been a joint nuiuiry of officials and non-officials, and 
in that case, if the finding had U*en against the f>et>ple, then the Oovern- 
uient could have saved its face. Without that being, done, can thii 
inquirv’ lie called the fullest investigation? Even from the communu 
it up|)ears that at least m two or tliree cases there was specific 
evidence which would be sufficient for the purjK>se of trial. But in 
these cases the Magistnite simply says that he disbelieves the storicNi 
and that is enough. The Goveniment of Bengal chamcteriies that 
the fullest investigation. As I began by saying, there is no utility in 
wasting time over a discussion of this matter. The more we diaemt 
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tlhs matter, the more we aiv cotrinced that beeauiie tlie police 
must be kept up. therefore the immeiliate sui^eriors of the police— -be 
they Superintendent!! of Police or officers of the Magistracy— cannot 
avcyd whitewashing their sulmrdinates and justifying their conduct. 
And so long as they continue to do this, there is no hojie for us and 
no useful purpose will he serTtnl by a diseu'^.sion here. The last coun- 
«el is the counsel of despair and for myself I des|iair of getting 
• any ^remedy. My friend. Babu Indu Bhuslmn Dutta. has. as I have 
«aid, a fund of inexhaustible energy and may l»e sanguine, but I am 
not. « 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERilCEs I am really ashamed to set* 
that our own countrymen are sai<l to have commit ttnl serious offence's 
for which we luive got to ap|no;i<'h Government for taking mM*essary 
action. I will place btdore the House three imints whirh are admitted 
facts in the communupit published yesterday, and I hoiH^ the llon’ble 
the Memlier in charge of the Department will kindly reply to them. 

My first |)oint is that it is state*! in the roaun unique that: “ The 
jiolice having received information of the intendtyl dacoity arrived 
while it was going on and anested thiiv of the daroits. Sub.s<sjuently 
the villagers as.sembled and. eitlo'r through misapprehension or at the 
iiiftigation of evilly di.sixKsed fiersons, charged the jiolice with diK oity, 
overjxiweriMl and soveiely assaulted them, and kejit them confiniNl until 
they were rescued by anothoi |K>lice party on the following ilay.’* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The c^ise of dai'uity is siih ju^hrr and you must 
make no reference to it. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I am not (‘ominentiug on the 
dacoity. I will lead out tertam j*ortions fiom the cummumqut' so that 
my <“omment on them may be followed by the House. Now, Sir, accord- 
ing to law whenever any |>olice officer gees out of the thana or depute 
any. on pu^ic duty, the fact mu-tt have to Is* noted in the station 
diary. Thcrafore the (piestion is 'whether any such fact has l>0en 
entered in the staticni diary by the isdice ot}i('ers or by any one of 
them. K not. or if there is nothing in wiitiiig to show that liefore 
they were out of the thana. th«yv put that fact in writing, the inevi- 
table conclu.sion is that they must have commilte<l the dacoity. 

• 

Mr. PRESIDENT: By what you state, you are pnictically giving 
a judgment in this ver>’ case. 

Babu NITYA DHON MUKHERJEE: I have not yet finished my 
comment on these points. I will add only one sentence which will 
make everj'thing clear, i.c., I hope that the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge will satisfy the House on these jH^ints by informing us whether 
there was any entry in the station diary or not. 
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Mr. PREtlOENT! You are entitled to ask that information » btit 
whether it will be supplied to yon is quite another matter. 

Bibu NITYA OHON MUKHERJEE: 1 now quote another sentence 
from the same commumqm which is as' follows: — “ On the 18th 3iay 
It was found that a large j»rofK)rtion of the inhabitants of the Tillage 
had absconded and as they remjiined away, the investigation was making 
little [irogress.” It is, theiefore, admitted that the villagers left their* 
(omfortable home and hearth for several days just after the dacoity 
WHS committed. The (juestioD naturally arises why these people should 
leave home tmd stay away from there for several days? It is further 
admitted that some jx^live officers were assaulted and kept confined in 
the night of the dacoity and larger number of fK)lice officers and men 
went from bead(iuarters and rescued them. The natural conclusion* 
therefore, is that these police officers muht have wreaked their vengeance 
u|>on the villageis for which they had to leave their home and go away 
for shelter. I hope the Uon’ble the Member in charge will please 
throw some light on this j>oint for the infoimatioD of the House. 

My third and last point is this. It is stated in the communique 
that: “ A few of the prisoners who were examined in the jail alleged 
that the women of tlieii hou.ses had b<*eu pushed, slapiK'd or roughly 
s]K>ken to by the jtolice when searches were being nuide.*^ Now the 
qu<‘stiou is whether the Magistrate impiired into the conduct of the 
police officeis who are said to have pushed, slapi)ed or roughly R»>oken 
to these women. If not, the Magistrate must have disbelieved their 
statetnent ; but is there an> reason to do so? (hi the other hand, if 
these iHM'sons hml .stnPsl that they had ('onimitted dacoity, that state- 
ment of theirs would have l»een believed and, f)erhaps, they would have 
been convictiMl (tn that statement. There crnght to bi' an iu(iuiry' on 
the facts elicited in the statement, and we hof>e the Hoirble the 
Meuiher will please let the n<*use know why no impiiiT was made. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ started to address the House in 
Bengali. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Shah Saheb, do not take udvant,ige of the fact 
that hecause you are going to s|x*ak in Bengali that you are free to 
talk about a matter which is $uh jwJicr. If you are no; careful I shall 
not call ujKin you the next time you desire to sjx'ak. 

SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ then addressed the Council in 
Bengali, a traiisiatu n of which is as follow>: — 

As other raemlhirs of the Council will deal with this matter moro 
thoroughly, I do not think it worth while on my \mri to take up the 
time of the Council. 1 would only supjwt the motion. 
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• Dr. PRAMATHANATH BAitiRJtAt For a few week« past heart* 
rending stories of the worst acts of oppression by the polit'e, including 
rafie and loot, have been current. The object td Government in issu- 
ing Its recentf rc/nmiini.<7MC on the subject is e^'identlv to remove from 
the public mind idl suspicion about the conduct of the police, but it 
appears to me that ill^tead of achieving this object, the coinmunt^^u^ 
has produced the ven* opposite on oil fair-minded persons. The 

• Distji'ict Magistrate .says that persons who were molested and outraged 
did not come forward to complain to him or to his subordinate officers. 
Now, Sir, it is well-known to everibody that the people of India am 
extr<*mely reluctant to lc»<lge complaints before Government officials^ 
because they do not cvj^ect any r^nlress of their gnevantes, hut on th^ 
other hand they api»rehend further trouble at the bands of the p<dic’« 
who are the eyes and the ears of Government. The tmblic have lost 
aD ronfi<lence in Government officials who are regarded with fear and 
Mispicion and are avoided rather than approached. There i.s apixinmtly 
another reason why complaint. s were not made. In India, even the 
poorest cliis.ses of women who are victiiub of outrage are so overcome 
with feelings of shame and humiliation that they are extremely unwill- 
ing to make any .‘itatement about their sufferings or to seek any 
redie-s. Even their male redative? do not come forward to rejHirt for 
tb%t very reason. 

IVe leani from the cif-m muniqui that the Magistrate conducted hia 
imiufftes by houH' to bemse vi>its. Well and good. The rc^sults of tho 
investigation are suminnnrcHl in the voihmuntqm^ which deserve the 
•serKuis consideration of this Council. I .shall refer now to a few remarks 
on some of the specific (nses mentioned by the District Magistrate. 
The first case i.s a I'harge of raite against a constable. It is re|H)rted 
that this case* was diMiussed by the court and declared false. The d h i- 
Moii id the court ib accepfe<i as fin.il by the Distiict Magi.^trale, but I 
do not believe that thi" de( ision wilJ t»e accepted final by the general 
}>ubli(. t 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSONS I nsc^ to a f)oiul of order. 

Is the memlKT entitled to <|uesiion a decision of the court of justice? 

% 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I did not quite catch what Dr. Banerjea said : 
all 1 beard him ftay was that the decision of the 'ourt w*as final. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Ye», so far ns the* District 
Magistrate is concerned, but this ilecision i.s not likely to lie taken an 
final by the general public* — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That of course might be yoor opinion, I do 
not Ihink you can call into question an> decision of the court which 
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is final for the time being. If you if ill look at the Manual you will 
see that you may not reflect upon the conduct of any court of justice. 
Ail } ou can say 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: My remark is not a reflk- 

tion upon the conduct oi a court of justice. 

0 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All you can say, Di*. Banerjea, is that from your 
oim knowledge, which may be superior to that of the trying magis- 
trate, you do not agree with his decision. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I think this is a ca.se for 
further inciuin*; 1 am not prepared to accept the decision a.s final. I 
mean no reflection on the conduct of the court. 

The second case wa.s that of the widow of Maniruddin. In this 
case her story of rai>e was supporteil by her widowed sister-in-law, an 
elderly V>eggar woman, but the evidence is regarded by the District 
Magistrate a.s inconclusive. A very strange decision, iude^nl. We 
have a witness’s clear evidence, and still the District Magistrate 
records this evideme as inconclusive. The third case was that of 
another elderly l^eggar women. This woman stated that she was dragged 
into a jute field and was outraged there, and the Magistrate after one 
mouth did not find any sign of disturbance in the jute field, and 
therefore held that the case was false. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: AU those oase.s that you mention now, havv* 
beei^ fully dealt with l>y Babu Indu Bhushnn Dutta in his si)f*<‘('h : 
he made exactly the same comments uj>ou them that you are making 
now; he .said exactly the .same things. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: in thes<' casi's the victim^ 
ore ])oor beggar women, and Government tries to make light of them 
und of the conduct of the police. I submit that the honour of a beggar 
woman is (»f the same value as that of the wife of a lord, or a knight. 

In the fourth ease it is stated that the statements were contra- 
dictorx'. I do not see how. In the fifth and seventh cases evidently 
thert^ was some backsliding on the jwrt of the complainants for fear of 
oppression by the [lolice; the sixth story is again disklievt^i by the 
Magistrate. The whole mentality of the Di.^trict Magistrate seems to 
have been seriously in disorder otherwise he would not have dnskUeved 
these stories, Tliere is not the .slightest reason to disbelieve the story 
of a woman who has been outrageil. It is inconceivable that the 
women of India would make statements involving shame and humilia- 
tion to themsidves, unless they were true. The District Magistrate 
ought to have known this and it is for the Council to form an opinion 
on the conduct of the District Magistrate in the present case. 



THE CHAR3IANAIH IXCTOENT. 


108 


1923.]^ 

In Ike a threat^ is lieM out that judicial proceedtu|^ 

ahali b» taken by Government against persons who Lave given pubii* 
city to statements against Government officers. An eicellent arrange* 
ment no doutt. Government is unable to prevent its officers trom 
coimuitting sA-ious acts of oppression on men and women, and when 
well-intentioned persons publish the facts, they are threateneti with 
punsshment. There may have been some inaccuracies, some exaggera- 
tions in these private reports, but I am sure the Indian public will 
•have^no hesitation in attaching greater weight to them than to the 
results of the inquiry made by the District Magistrate. The inquiry 
was, to«ay the least, most unsatisfactory. I do not find words strong 
enough to condemn the conduct of the District Magistrate. The 
inquiry was mo.st uusutisfactorv, and the Council will lie failing in 
its duty if it does not demand a full and im|>artial inquiry into the 
incidents by a Imdy of imlependeut jvrvon.s. Thest' Outrages and acts 
of oppression have proved conclusivtdy tlint those iH>rsi>UH who are 
at present entrusted with the duty of preserving law and order in 
this province have failed absolutely and miserably in their tusk, unless 
law and onleT he a syuou^Tn for oppre.^-iion in the official dictionary, 
it is high time that the entire system of police adniinistratij>u should 
l>e thoroughly overhauled. In the meantime we cannot rest satisfied 
with a mere whitewashing of the whole afi’air. hut must insist on a 
noff-oflScial committee laung api»oint<Hl to investigate the matter. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURIS It is a typical instance 
of the^iappy or unhappy combination of judicial and executive func- 
tmns in the same office. Xo wonder that the occurrences took place 
on the 18th May and the Magistrate visited tlie locality cm the 18th 
June! How wa.s it that the uiaiter*did not come to hJs notice earlier 
or how was it that he did not think it necM^ssary to go to the 
earlier for making a personal inquiry ^ In the newsjwijws' rejxirU 
we that some Congress men were tbtPre hut their help wn.s not 
taken, and though retjut'sts were made to the District Magistrate to 
make imjuiri^s by house to house visits he did not do so, and only 
visited a few houses which he chose or os he was asked to do by his 
Buhordinate officers. The i>olice were in charge of the village up to 
the 27th *May as far as I remember. But the whole village was 
deserted. People fled for fear of death or the unusual happenings * 
scared them aw^v. The police remained there till the 2Tth May, hut 
whether for the purpose of protecting the honour and preserving the 
life of the females and orphans who were still there or for preparing 
cases for the protection of accused persons who were also some police 
officers — do not know. Down to this period how was it that no 
independent men from the judiciary could lie selected to go from place 
to place and make inquiries f Instead of such a man, now a Deputy 
, Superintendent of Police and now a Superintendent of Police and a 
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large number (if coustables were sent there not to elicit the truth but 
onJy to attach properties and make ver/ little inquiries as to the seriook 
allegations made against them. 

I thank Mr. Dutta most sincerelT for taking the trottble to ascer^ 
tain some of the facts hnm persons supposed to be acquainted with tbe 
facts and also frcrn {lersonal investigation into the locality. It ia 
strange that the Magistiate should sleep over this affair for more than 
a nicrtith. He should have piersonally gone to the village with some 
inclept‘ndeut [Kusons to assure the village folk that the culprits w6uld 
not whitewashed and that justice would be done to them. There 
was an allegation of a murder, but even the dead body was not examined 
by a medical man to show that there could not have beeu anything 
serious done, etc. The Magistrate did not take down the evidence of 
the villagers on the hist day but he waited a day or two. How was 
it that the first statement was not taken then and there, thu.s allow- 
ing both the parties further time for preparation. In the name of 
good Government the allegation among others that outrages were 
J»er|»t*trated ujmjh women behoves (nivernment to institute a thorough 
in(|uir)' into the conduct of the {wjlice and even that of the Magis- 
trate. 

The com mun\qu(' is not suthcient and cannot give us satisfaction, 
and I re(piest Govenjinent to apiKunt a cnmmittt'e. The Magistra'te 
is inclined, as head of tin* jKdice, to piutect the men under him mther 
than to protect the innocent i)ersonN committed to his charge We 
think that in a .matter like thin he cannot act with impartiality an»J 
projxT discretion. Why did he liOt take earlier notice of these 
mihaj^py happenings and r\h> did he (bday to visit the s|>oi bv .several 
excuses and s<‘nd sonietimc's a Deputv Su|)ennteijdent of Police and 
som<»tim(‘.s a Su|H*rintendent of Poli('e'*' He stvins to have faih‘d in the 
jiroiKU’ discharge of his duty and hi^ conduct should 1 m» taken notice 
of by Government. The dacoify that took jdace <iib>e(iuent to these 
disturbances should be also inqinre<l int(i thoroughly by the committee. 
It will not bo enough to juoscdito some new^]>a])er rejHU’ters or edi- 
tor^. These [xMiple may W asked to apologise for the publication of 
false re]K)rts or the aggrieved party may prosecute them, Jbut why 
should Government ]>rosecute these men and s|xuid public money in 
• the present (ircuuistances. We take serious exception to this sort 
of proct»edings. 

Finally, Sir, I hojH* Government will find it jKissible to institute an 
inquiry which will inspire public confidence which should W satisfactory 
to the public and acceptable to the public. I^et the inquiry be conducted 
by indei^endeiit jicrsons from districts unconnected with this affair. 
The Magistrate should not be there; some other person of known 
integrity and honesty from other districts should be ther^ and high 
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jl^tlicial officers of OoTenunent may go there and institute a thorough 
inquiry with the help of non-official gentlemen. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURIi With a ilei»p of 

hu{uiliatiou aid despairiug indignation the public Lave come to know 
something about the Charmaiiair incidents in spite of the utmost police 
preeautiou and the unveiled threats of prosecution of thtiNC xrho have 
ventured to report ulimit them. Yet allegatiiuis of the very giavest 
• natt^e have been made tilth regard to the incidents and re[K»rts have 
lieen cunent, which, oven if oat*-te!ith of them be true, will furnish 
one of the hlarkest cluijiters in the history* of the adiuiuistratiou of our 
province. And what are tho'-e allegations like!" Well — (11 that alumt 
150 women were either nHde^ted or rnjied ; <*.?) that u whole village was 
IfMited ; (3) that a villager wa*' >^0 badly treated that he <hed ; and ?4) t)»at 
other acts of oppression have }^eu <oinmitted, etc. Aad how ha\e these 
allegations been (lispo‘‘pd of? B\ a belated inagi**terial in(]uiry — 
an infjiiiry that was held a month alter the dactdiy (ui the l<»th May and 
full two we<*ks after tlie events of the hth of Juio' — a magisterial imjuiry 
held only for d days and only in ten specific cases! Now. 1 put it to 
the House — is it pos^ible for the IlfUise or tlie jmhlic to lie satishe«l with 
the re-ults of such an UKjUir>' even if the results be embodiiMl in a (iov- 
<‘njment commutih/ih ? If not, we can ('|K'nly iiusist on the appointment 
of in impartial eommitte# of olTif'ials and non-olKcials to carry on a sift- 
ing in'^iuiry and to investigate into the matter as thomugbly as possible; 
and if the Government have the least regard for it** go(»d name. 1 think 
»’t wi m ery soon see its way to n]>j)fMnt such a r'ouimittee. 

Rai JOCENORA CHUNOER CHOSE Bahadur; There is m e aspe( t 
of the matter wliif b re(|Uires the M*rjous consideration of (iovernment, 
and that is this. Fir^t, that t!ie mtion of the villagers, as tho 
cotnutuutifui ,sa\s, ui mistaking the fadicenien who went (here lf> defend 
them for (lac(tits and assanlfiiig them was not a gnevons offenee. I think 
Government should have thought ji f<> be n justjfial'le action and should 
have ignored it. If tlie villagers are not albtwed to defend their homes 
from dacoi(s.*lJiis country will not la* safe and the peare of the country 
ii(/t he jueserved bv |K>li<‘emeii alone; and if in that act cd’ self- 
defence th^ villagers make a mistake, that ought not to be severely dealt 
with. Secondly, what justificatun was there lor sending policemen in 
large nuuilH^rs to arrest the uhole village? Thiidly, when they found 
that the villagt-if ha<l abscomltMl why did they wait there? Fourthly, 
should a batch of 80 policemen have gone to arrest the whole village? 
I)o the facts justih' the aftinn? 1 am not finding fault with the police, 
but I am finding fault with the nuthcwities who ordered these stejis to 
be taken. I know of a case which is even now pending in the Alipore 
Court of a ramindar whose temiiit<i rebelled against him. 

CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT (Mr. L. Birley); 1 rise to 
a point of order; tbe (ase is suh fu^hce. 
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Mr. PRiSIDEMT: You caunot refer to that because it is sub judice. 

Rfti ilOGENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bihiilur: I will now speak 
thoui the case. In a property of mine, the tenants rebelled and 
burnt my cutcherry. TYhat did I do? I did not sen!l lathiaU in 
hundreds to deiJopulate the village, and when my tenants l>eat my dur- 
wans almost to death, only summons were issued against three ten- 
ants. Now, in this case in which the villagers mistook the police- 
men for dacoits, should they l>e eo severely dealt with? Sir, ^ the 
lust of power and the desire to shield the oppie‘'Sois of the poor are 
not creditable to anybody. I will now si)eak of the oppressions of 
the police. I do lK.*lieve that they are very much evaggerated. but 
I shall not at all l)e surprised if policemen are sent in such large 
numl>ers to anest a whole village, that they would commit excesses 
of the giiivest kind. I do not hud fault with the police, but I cer- 
tainly do find fault with the authorities for taking such severe and 
harsh measures. 

Khtn Bihadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: We have read with 
regret the incidents that oc(mred in Cliarmanair, and if I am j>ermitted 
to say an, I think all Bengal is looking lorwaid to what (foveniment is 
doing in this connection. The iiK'ident occuired in a pla<v which is 
inhabited bv an illiterate class of men. (ioverniiient have issued^ a 
press coimnunuju/', but I refrain frfun disru'^sing the matter for the 
present as it is now guh jtidirc. There is, however, one jy)iut to 
which 1 draw the attention of the (tovernmeiit. Governiaeuf have 
made the statement that procwdings should be drawn up against thd^^e 
who have made accusations against the |M)h('e. I take ex('eption to 
this, because as a lawyer I know fhat when a case is going on no one 
asks for jirooeedings to be drawn up again.st any witness as it would 
have the effect of teri’ifying other witnesses and thus prevent them 
from ('ouiing forward to tell the truth. Therefore, I think, that the 
statement in the press communique has led the i>eople to think that 
Government have lunni trying to prevent them from coming to the spot 
and state the facts. To my mind this sentence in the presh communique 
has been most unfortunate, and it might 1 h‘ misconstruesl in that 
way. I ho]>e Government will see that something is done! so that 
jKviple who w’isb to come to the .sjx^t may not he prevented by this 
sentence in the press communique. Another matter which requires 
careful inve.stigation is that the hands of the women were caught hold 
of by the police officers when putting questions to them, all the male's 
Having left the village. The allegation is that the women were out- 
raged. Wliether there is any truth in it or not it is for (he Government 
to find out. 

Mr. AilOY CHUNDER DUTT: I have listened very carefully to the 
speeches delivered in this Council to-day in connection with the very 
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HDfortunate affair wliich ha« *181:6X1 place at Faridpur. Thank* to 
Babu Indu Bboaban Dutta, we have aome facts before us. Fufoi^ 
tocately tbi<t subject cannot be discussed in all its bearings, becaus# 
t^e matter ts suh judice. But I tbink upc»n the admitted facts a 
fairly strong case has been made out for an inquiry— an impartial 
inyuiry — into the affair. 1 shall briefly place before the Council the 
facts which I think justify an in<iuiry for the purp<^se of finding out 
the real truth of the whole matter. There is no question that the 
pai^icular village was desertt^l. The first que'.titm thert'fore the oom- 
ni it tee, will have to tackle is, why was the villnire deM'rted? Why 
did so many people who lived there nin awav^ There is no question 
that this was due to terror. What was the terror al)Out ? There 
is no explanation. The stnond fac t is that one man has been killed — 
that is admitted. That man was Waten to death. 


The HOfl*ble Mr. H. L« STEPHENSON: I deny that entirely. 

Mr. AdOY CHUNDER DUTT: V err well, one man died. It ie 
the dutv <<f (fovernment to find out h(»w that man came by his death. 
It IS lather ••u^ph uuns that no mortem examination was held 

c^'er the bod\ of that man, It w<»uld have been far more sntisfacfoty 
if a worttm cxaiiunatHm had been held in (uder to dis(’o^er how 

the mati came h\ lus death. His death remains unexplained, and then*- 
f<ut^ certain amount of .susfociou is raise<i in r<tnnection with it 
“^ht^third iH)int is that there were certain allegati<»ns that one woman 
wa.s rafM'd and several women were nwde.sled aiul roughly handled. 
N<jw. when these nllegatKUi.s are made, it is best for the flovernmeDt 
to say; “ Yes; siijc<* these allegations have been made, we shall inquire 
int(> the matter to find out whether they aie true or false ami we 
shall publish the result ot that iiitpiirv.” It is true there was some 
inquiry, but that in<iuirv was nc»t sufficient. I do not think the 
imjuiring cjifficer went inT<i all these (juestKUjs to whicli I have referred 
and I do no4 think the iD<juiry was made in as detailed a manner as 
this matter retiuires. 

One thing 1 should like to pre-s ufurm the notice of the Council. 
Thi.s tnuible has not arisen from auv prditical (folmal. It has not been 
engineered — it^was simultaneous. Thanks to Babu Indu Bhushan Dutta, 
certain other fact* have come to light. For these reasons a very 
strong case has been made f)ut for an infjuiry. The pfilice have 
instituted a rase against 35 i>ersons for having assaulted them, but 
so far as I know these questions will not be relevant in that particular 
case. Therefore, for the satisfaction of Oovemment and the public, 
it is extremely desirable that a thorough inquiry should be held into 
the matter . 
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Mr« HUBEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY : It is I suppose a mattef 
of infinite rejgrret to the Government that the whole matter is not 
judice, so that the entire discussion may have been conveniently quashed. 
We arefH'ateful to His Excellency that he has griven us an ^portunity of 
noting what action Government propose to take in this most important 
connection after the facts as culled by non-officials are made known to 
it — after it has had an opportunity of testing the information suppfied 
by persons interested in the light of the testimony of those whose honesty 
is unimpeachable and disinterested. The tale unfolded is horrible in its 
poignancy, and the Government, if it is anxious to establish confidence 
in the people, must take early steps to revenge in the name of humanity 
the cruelties and crimes to which those con‘*igned to its protection have 
been subjected by its agents. Please do not consider that we want the 
criminals punished l>ecause they are policemen. Much as I know of the 
power they wield in the mufassal, much as I am aware that petty cruelties, 
extortimifl and violence are their special forte, I also realize that they 
are of some benefit to society. But in spite of their utility I would beg 
the Gfjvcrnnuuit not to extend to them official protection for 
having committf'd such awful (‘rimes as have put outside the 
pale even of official immunity — and further not to threaten the peoj)le 
already outraged with further penaltie*' sure to be impo*ied by judicial 
administrators. If an inquiry is n(»t held now there will be a further 
encouragement to their rapacity, on whic'h I NUppo^e. on accoimt of the 
indulgence of the Government in the fa('e of their repeated exces-^es, they 
imagine they are entitl(*d to (‘ommit. Gr must this go the same qj'\v as 
the resolution (ui the Mechuabazar outragt’ — a resolution passed K-; 
overwhelming mnjoritv in tins Council — when the polif c entered the 
mosque. shfitte](‘d the chandeliers, rifled some boxes and left the impiint 
of their boots and shoes on the prayer cloth. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Are these facts m connection with this matter? 

Mr. HUSEYN 8HAHEED 8UHRAWARDY: I was merely pointing 
out that the Government is in the habit of extending officiiv’ piotecticm 
to the outrages of the p»dice in spite of the C’ouiieil pa.ssing by an over- 
whelming majority a lesolutiiui condemning their acts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou can do that without giving minute details 
about boots and shoes and so on. 

I 

Mr. HUSEYN SH AHEED SUHRAWARDY ! I therefore l)eg the Gov. 
ernmeiit not to treat its ferocious tiger as a jvt lamb and whatever licenae 
it may allow it clandestinely, should not fet»d it with raw meat in open 
light. We are watching with anxiety the action of the Government in 
this connection, whether it #eeks to remain well with the country, and 
taking advantage of more or less jieacetul times makes itself felt as the 
protector cf the weak and helplesf , or thrusting aside uon-offictal opinion, 
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tx>tli inside and outside the CoiAcil and ignoring’ the voi(^e of protest of 
the general public, pursues its haughty career, untrammelled by the calls 
of e<jttity anS justiw, unafraid of the feeble protestations of an emascul- 
ajed race. • 

Mr# BIRLEY • As some of the speakers in this debate do not apj>ear 

Imve read the communigtu' eery carefully , 1 think that on 
«ome of the individual causes there me inniits which l>e con- 
veniently explainetl to the House. In the hrst place it has l>een 
eaid with reference to the fir.st chaige in the commutntju^ 
that processes shmihl have Wu i»ued against the accused. Now, 
Sir, the accused apiH\»r.s to have In'cn named and the case went 
l>efore the court, and so it is dithcult to know whether it is 
meant that if tb at ai'cUsed wu^ acquitted, it was then necesMii y to issue 
prcKess against another a<‘eU'-ed : similarly, in the second ca^e and the 
thir«l case in which the Magistiate disWlievcd the story. Even if he 
bad believed the ston’, he would not be able to issue process against any 
accused, because not only was no person named, but the complainants 
Mated that they would not have been able tf» identify the men. There- 
fore. it is difb'ult to 'ce what the Magistrate could have done further 
in tliose ( ases. Statements have lieen made alniut the tiieuiiful state of 
destruction, tv Inch vas found in the village, but we have not been given 
^ly further details, Babu Iinlu Bhushau Dutta has had the advantage 
of conversation with those gentlemen who were so leluitant to give 
informatmn to the District Magistrate, but he in spite of this has not 
able to tell Us anything more than we knew before, ami the 
District Magistrate had an oj)poitunity f»i seeing vhat damage had been 
done in the \illagf and he has mentioned t lie two ca«es v hicli were 
brought to Ills iK-tn-e If iheie were othei < ases, there seenih to be no 
reason why thev shfoild not have been brroight to his notice by Babu 
Bhabendra Mohon Bose ,nnd Bab^i .latiiidra Nath Bhattrodiarjee. who 
were there and pointed out to him these two houses which he saw. 
Very little has been sanl alnnit the raises in which the conqdainants 
deliberatelf denied the stories which were put intf» their moutlis by 
other r>**ople. We have iieard ver\’ littb* said alwiut the daughter of 
Akrur Munshi and the daughters of Bam Kanto Mai. From theN* 
fitorie.s it is (piite cleai that rumouis were started which uobr»dy wan 
willing to supjmrt : and when we were tcld that the Magistrate’s conduct 
was to be found fault with Wi ansp he disWlieve^l the •‘tories for which 
the ctilv foil !i?lat ion was the rumour the nource of which could not W 
traced anywhere, and when at last be was able to discover the f>eople 
who were alleged to have suffered from these outrages, they flatly denied 
anything about them. I do not see on what ground the conduct and 
character of the Magistrate are to be impugned. We all know that it 
is a simple matter to detach the mat wall of a house and it ran l>e 
joined together again very easily, and no lo»<i caused and the man 
may do it him«elf. In one of these case* in which a photograph is said 
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to have been taken/tbe owner of the house stated that he had remore^ 
the wall in order to have it repaired. If the Magistrate in defiance ol 
this statement had come to a conclusion for which there wal no evidence, 
I think he mig’ht justly have been criticized for not tak»g a judicial 
view of the evidence put before him. 

There is one point that hardly any speaker has failed to mention, and 
that if why was it that when these events took place on the 18th May, 
the Magistrate did not inquire into the matter until the 18th June; |ind 
the answer to this question is a very simple one: that he received no 
infoimation until the 15th June and that fact has been clearly stated in 
the Government communique and it is only begging the question to say 
that the Magistrate wasted a month before going to inquire into these 
stories when he himself has reported that the £\st information that he 
got of them was on the loth June, and it is also clearly stated in the 
communique, what he did on the loth when he heard the stories. The 
first thing he did was to try and get some definite details on which he 
could work. It was necessary for him, if ]>ossible, to know the names 
of the peojde and precisely what the charges were, and for this purpose 
be sent for persons who professed to know. They refused to tell him 
anything. Scmie of the people refused even to see him and others who 
came and made statements refused to give name''. He tried again to 
see some of these [>eople on the lt>th June and he saw them on tfce 
17th, and he left (tn the 18th to make his inquiry, and he could not have 
made his iii(juiry any earlier than he did. And to sny that he wasted 
time from the 18th Mav to 18ih June is not a fair statement of hi‘^(*ase, 
Wcause he was not informed of the^e things until the 15th June. *** 

Tht HOfl’bto Mr* H, L* STEPHENSON* I am at some disadvantage 
Wcnuse I have to answer in a (piarter of an hour a .stream, not of 
•irgumentii but of piejudice that has been poured (*ut for an hour and 
H half. Government welcomes this discussion , Wcanse it considers 
that the more attention is devoted to this incident the Wtter; hut I 
am aft-aid I differ from my friend Babii Indu Rhushan Diitta as to the 
incidents and particulais which I would stress. 1 take M that Babu 
Indu Bhushan Dutta has moved this resolution with refereniv to the 
big allegations of ra[>e of 150 women and so forth, and in the hhort 
time at my disf>osBl I shall not gi» into the min(u- (juestions of rough 
words used or slapvS given. I gather the House would not care to 
waste two hours to dismss whether rough woids werenisetl or some 
people pushed. The big allegations were tho<ie of rape, loot, deetnio* 
tion of pro|>erty. Now, Sir, what ai-e the facts y After the dacoity the 
police came the next day, the 17th May, to the ^^lInge. I think it 
is only natural that the |^ersous who imagined that they were likely 
to l)e implicated in the as.sault on the jHilice would not remain in tho 
village. That is the explanation why the villagers were absent. A 
Deputy Magistrate was there on the 18th. I ask was any allegatiofii 
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Iliads agaiD»t the police beior# him? The Deputy MAgi»tr«t€ went 
there again on the 28th and ’29th. A mukhtear appeared before him 
on the 29th on behalf of the uccuaed pt^raons, and not one aingle alle- 
ga^tion of any kind was* made l»efore the Deputy Magistrate on that 
day. 


•Then, Sir, the Superintendent of Police was theie on the 27th of 
May and withdrew the fmhce and retuj-ned to the village on the 5th 
of ^une with warrants fioni the c<*urt for the attaclimeut of the pro* 
perty of the absconders and the arrest of a numWr of residents, and 
these warrant.^ were ctiriied out. Well, Sir. as I have not the time to 
go into the details, let me ^UIll up what hap}>eiieii. In d out of the 20 
days succeeding the dacoitv. there were (*iie more of four gaietted 
oflScers in the village. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I lise to a i>oint of onUr. 
He id oiilv repeHtiiip what is saul iii ihf 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I ruiir.K disagree with vou, and I think that 
it is (iiiite an improp<u observation for you to make. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: There was not n single 
instance of any comjilaint being made bv the villagers to any gazetted 
officer during the whole of that time. Theie were db to 4b villageni 
arre*'ted on the btb <*f duiie. d’hi** wa** the sef <»tid of the days on whic'h 
the •rrible utro<ities are H*jK»rted to have taken place. They were 
MisaMtfhMl on the oth of June and sent to tlie Fandpui Jail. Thi*v were 
oxamined on the Ibth of June Not one single allegation of loot,, 
rape or anv other atiot ity was made bv an\ one of them. We have 
not a sitigle instaroe of aii\lKM|y in the tillage making a complaint 
to any res|H»nsiblc officei up It) the Iflth oi 17th June. Meanwhile a 
self-styled committee (d innuirv starts on the sj>ot and proeeeds on 
the r2th or Idth of June to seixl an alaimist telegram to (Vilrutta. 
This alannist telegiam sjK'akn of ItwU. ia|)e and other horrible atro- 
cities, but Kg f)artuulars aie given. Then at some later date it wn» 
rej)orted that there was no girl mi the village between the ages of 13 
and dO wibo had n(it l)een outraged, but here again details were withheld. 

The next stage is public meetings in Faridpur with violent speeches 
making senous allegations, but in not one single instance did anybody 
come forward With a definite complaint against any one. What wa» 
the District Magistrate to *10? In the absence of anybody prepared 
to take the responsibility of making a (omplaint of this nature against 
any individual, he could do nothing. What he did was that be sent 
for one of the princifnil ruganisers of 51adaripur who had ananged 
for the meeting at Faridpur, Babu Baman Das Chakravarti, and asked 
him for the details of these horrible atrocities to have a full and thorough 
inquiry made into them. Babu Baman Da# Chakravarti replied that 
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he could not give any details becaustf he did not know, but that he 
would bring two men who had been to the spot and who had taken 
atateraents of the people and knew all about them. The District 
Magistrate said: “ If you will do that I will go and have a thorough 
in(iuir>' made into the allegations put forward.” Babu Baman fhis 
4’hakravarti particularly mentioned the name of Babu Subhendra M(^han 
Basu as the person who could give the details. On the next day, t.e., 
17th, at 5 A.M., Babu Subhendra Mohan Basu leaves Faridpur and • 
Babu Protap Chandra Guha Roy, who had photographs and written 
statements with him, which, it is alleged, would prove to the hilt these 
outrages, would not come and see the District Magistrate. The organi- 
Ter and another gentleman came to the Magistrate on the 17th and 
declined to give any details. They rej^eated the general allegations, 
while the number of raj>es bad increased from 63 persons at the first*" 
meeting to 150 this time. Certain specific cases were mentioned — and 
they were mentioned in the Government rommtnuque — such as the nipple 
of a woman had Ix^en bitten off, and so forth, but these gentlemen 
nb.solutely declined to give the Magistrate any information as to these 
cases to enable him to make in<|uirv. And then Kishori Babu says: 

Why did he not take the help of Congress officials.” The Magis- 
trate, despite all this, goes out to the spot, where lie had ulieady 
f,ent two Deputy Magistrates to make iiKjuiries, and publishes a notice 
through the headmen of the village, saving that seiiou.s allegations 
have lieen made against the conduct of the }M>lice. of loot, rape and so 
forth, and if any one has any complaint to make, he can come ft\fward 
and make it. and he adds a rider that in case aiiv woman, throtnJn 
modesty or shame, does not wish to make anv public complaint, her 
relatives may «1(> so in private to t»!ie Deputv (Vdlertor. The lesult of 
this notice is that no one wnies forwanl to make any ('omidaints at 
nil. The Magistrate gof»s then and ‘Starts a hou<e to house visitation 
to in(|uire in every house whether there are anv complaints to W made 
against the (onduct of the jadice. In the coiiise of the visit, he (omes 
across the house of (iaizuddin — that wa** the only name thyt was given 
to the Magistrate at Faridpur, and that man was dead/ Corning out 
of the house of Gaizuddin. Babu Subhendra Mohan Basu. who had left 
Faridpur on the iTtli morning without seeing tlie Magistrate, now 
gives him details mentioning specific cases and names. He was told 
that four ]diotogrnph*, two of houses destroyed and two of women 
outraged, which were taken ou the spot, would prove 'the unnameable 
hormrs that were committed. The District Magistrate went straight 
off and inquired into every one of those cases that Subhendra Mohan 
Babu had given him. The result is detailed in the Government com- 
muniqv^. Of (he 150 allegations of raj>e, only five, I think, material- 
i*ed. Of tbcM*. (wo were withdrawn; or rather the ccjmplainont.s denied 
that there had ever Iwn a ra|»e or anything of the sort. As regards 
the third case, the Magistrate, while inquiring into it, found that there 
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WM « definite inionnatiou of « eriminal aud it w^^$ eent to Farid- 
pur tot trial. That ca^^e has lieen dismissed bv the court as false. 
The other tern cases were the cases that have been mentioned in the 
com a and it is sheer prejudice to ir.sinuate that the District 
Magistrate took no action on these cases l)ecause they were beggar 
vqpien. In neither of these two last named cases could the women 
aay that they would l>e aide to identify the assailants even if they saw 
them. It was absolutely impossible, therefore, for the District Magis- 
tral to proceed further with these cases. In one case there was also 
the cop-oboration by another woman, but even then there was no 
possibility of identification of (he assailant. In (lie other case, 
the two search wituesse.s were hiouvdit forward anil they stud that 
they were in the houst* during the whoU* time of the search and that 
the woman referred to was not in the house. The District Magistrate 
was perfcK'tiy ju.stifieil in di'ilndieviug thene stories; in any ra.se it was 
absolutely impossible for him to take anv fr.it her actum in the matter. 

I claim that there wa.s thorougli an nuj uirv as could Is* reason- 
ably wished for by a lesponsible head of the distrii t. If the Council 
is going t(» May that the Di^tim t Magi-tiate is not tit to hold an iiu|inn*, 
let them go further and sav that tlie whole ot our administ ration 
requircM a ladical alter.itum That is. I unde’ stand. Dr, Biuierjea’s 
aUitude He is a noii.eo-<)[H’iator : he do«»s not tiiist our courts; he 
does not trust our Magistintes, hut he is [irepared, although he luis not 
heard anv evulem^e. to a-sume that the whole of these allegations 
ngaiftffl the police are iM'rfeitly true 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: I did not sav that 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. STEPHENSON: That was the assumption 

on which I thought the whole ot hi- arguments juoiceded. and if I 
have done an inju-tue ttt him. I gladly aisdogi-e Well. Sir, after 
this thorough nuiuiry. the-e gentleman, lusteiul of admitting that 
they are wrong or attempting t«) est.^hlinh then allegations hv putting 
forward swoiti complninls m <ouit. have talien l*ark rm vague allega- 
tions against the District Magistrate. I woiihl ask th** (’ouncil to 
dismiss ^hem as unworthy of notice For three wtH*ks or more we 
have l>eeri told in the vernacular press that Dr. Protap ('hamlru (luha 
Roy and others have statements m their |s)s.sessinn and have photi^- 
grapha which Will prove unnameahle horrors, hut they lia^e not Wen 
produced to the public, the (ioTernment or to anv Government officer. 
Now, Sir, I think that the House will agree with me that Government 
i« perfectly justifiml in .saying that a full irujuirv has Wn made and 
that there is no case for anv further inquiry unless some one ia pre- 
pared to come forward and take the responsibility of making a com- 
plaint on ooth when it will W inquired into in the fullent possible 
way. 
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Mr. PREilDENTi The two hours (allotted for this discussion ha^ 
eipired and the debate automatically ceases. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjoumed till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 5tli 
July 1923, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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* of Um Boitgol LojWotivo Counoil oHonMod unUr tlM 

jrovisiont of tho Covornmont of India Aet. 

•The Council met in the Council Chamlier iu the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 5th July, 19‘. .'3, at 3 r.u. 


Prmnt: 

The; Ilon’ble the President .n the Chair, the Hou'hle the four 
MemWi-' of the Executive Council, the Ilon'hle the thrt*e Ministers, and 
95 nominated and electeil meuil>f'r.> 


Starracf Quettions 

(to wfhich oral answers were given). 

State teholarshiiM for industrial and agrioultural training. 

Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURYs (o) With 
n^rd to the State scholarships, said to have Wen lately established by the 
Government of Beiiiral to enable our younj^ countrymen to prof'eed to 
foreijrn centres of sidiMitific education for iinlu'^triul and agricultural 
traifflTlff, will the Ilon’ble the Minister in char^M* of the Dejiartment of 
^"THfffciillure and Industries l>e pleased to state who are the youiiff men who 
have Wen selected and sent? 

(h) Will the IloiCble the Minisfrr W pleased to state whether any 
rules have Wen framed by the (loverument in this ronuectiou? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble the Nawab Saiyid Nawah Ali Chaudhuri, 

Khan Bahadur) : i n Selection nf candidates has not yet Iwhmi made 
(b) A 8et*of rules prepared by the Director of Industries, Bengal, i« 
now under the consideration of Government. 


• Co-operative Societies for Jute growers. 

*XIV. Mr. S. M. BOSE: With reference to the answer ^fiven to my 
starred question No. XL on the 23rd November. 1922. will the Hon’ble 
the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether any .steps have Wen or are Wing taken to start 
co-operative societies iu East Bengal for jute growers, as was suggested 
therein ? 
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The Hon’blethe NawabSAIYlO NAWAB ALfl CHAUDHURI, Kitf| 
Bahadur: Id view of the difficulties indicated in the answer given to star- 
red question No. XL bv the member on the 23rd November last, it has not 
yet been iK)HsibIe to make any progress in the matter. 

Tour programme of Mr. Cook, Commissioner, Burdwan Division. 

•XV. Dr. A, 8UHRAWARDY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
rharge of the Department of Revenue ^Land Revenue) be pleased to Jay 
on the table copies of the tour programme of Mr. A. W. Cook since his 
af»pointment ns officiating Commissioner of the Burdwan Division up to 
the 22nd April, 1923?^ 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [LAND 
REVENUE] (the Hon'ble the Mahar^adhiraja Bahadur of Burdmn): 

The tour pifjgrammes <.f (‘ommissioners are not submitted to Government. 

Grant to the Ananda Mohan College, Mymensingh. 

•XVI. Mr, 8, M. B08E: With reference to my starred question 
No. XXXVI of the 29th January last, will the IIonTjle the Minister 
ill charge <if the Department of Education he jileased to state whether 
he will Ik* in a position in the course ot the year to allot any grant t^ 
the Ananda Midiaii ('idlege, Mymensingh, toi the impiovement of the 
teaching of science in the college? 

MINI8TER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION^^v 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter); As at piesent advi.sed, there is 
not much jiro.spect of funds being available in the course of this year. 


Rules for the portodic transfer of Judicial and other officers. 

•XVII. Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Hon’ble 
the Memlier in chaige of the Judicial Department lie pleased to state — 
(0 whether there is any rule for the |)eriudjc t^an^fe» of judicial 
and <>ther tdticcis? If so. will the (iovenment be pleased 
to lay a copy of the same on the table? If not, will the 
(fovernnient .state on what principles the transfers are made; 
and 

(n) whether the principles apply to the members of the Provin- 
cial Executive Semce, viho hold the jK'sts of the Presi- 
ilency Mngistiiites in Calcutta? If nut. why not? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hofin>le 
8ir Abd*ur» Rahim): u) and [ti) The memln’r is referred to the answer 
given to nustaiTed question No. 114 at the mi*eting of the 28th Novem- 
iK'r. 1921. 
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OradgM in ohirgt nf tUm Irrigation OifMrtfniiit* 

«)(Vlil. Raja MANMATHA NATH RAY CHOUDHURYc Will 

the Hon^ble Ae Member in charge of the Department of r-rrigation 
be pleased to^state what use is going to be made of the dredgers at 
present and in the near future and in what ItK'alities, in riew of the 
fac^ that the Government have announced their intention to keep ia 
abeyance the project of the Grand Trunk Canal y 

MEMBER in Charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon*ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwran): As far as can l)e 

f(iestH*n at present, the dredgers Foyers and Hurd wan will work in the 
Bidyadhari throughout the year. Dredger A /c.rufu/m will probably work 
for three months in the Lower Kumar and for about five months iu 
removing shoals in the At tra banka and other shtrnls that may develop 
during the mon.sf^ms. Dredger Rbnnhlshay will lie up at once and the 
('o\rley will lie up after three months* work in the Lower Kumar unlej^s 
(ri>vernnieLt decides to take up schemes like the Tulshikhali and Sital 
Lakhya, etc. It is possfljle too that the RojuthJshay (»r ('owley may Iws 
hired to the Chittagong Port authorities. 


Dealing with Coondas under the Calcutta Coondas Act. 

*XIX. Mr. BUOY PR08AD 8INCH ROY: (o) Will the Honhlo 
the M<inl)er in charge of the Police l)ei>artinetit lx* pleased to state how 
the gcKindas have Vkhui dealt with under the Calcutta OcKUidaM 

Act ? 

(hi Will the Government Ik* ple^4s<‘d to state the naineF of those 
goondas who have lieen actually punihhed umler the said ActP 

(cl How many m<»re g<H»iida'< do the Goveinment soon int<*n(l to deal 
with and how many have already lK*en depart (*d y 

MEMBEB in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the HofPble 
Mr. H. L. 8tephens0fl) : and U') (bdei.s under section G of the Act 

have l>et*n issued in resj>ect of 28 f>ersont . 

(h) "fvro jiersons named Lala nhos Alxlal Gafur and Ilnghu Nath 
Tewary have been sentenced under mution 9 of the Act to nine months* 
rigorous imprisonment for disolieying an order under section 6. None of 
the other gcxiidtis ordered to W removed from Calcutta has been puni- 
shed . 


High way robbery and hodlgafiism in Calcutta. 

•XX. Rai LALIT MOHAN 8INGH ROY Bahwlur: (a) h the 

Eon'ble the Member in charge of the Police Department aware that 
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highway robbery and hooliganism still prevail in Cahsutta to an alarm* 
ing degree, notwithstanding the Goonlla Act, and that notorious bad 
characters are still terrorising the Calcutta public? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state, what action 
has l>een taken by the Government in suppressing the goondas since the 
passing of the Act ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of removing 
all the suspected goondas from this Presidency against whom sufficient 
proofs exist? • 

Thn Hofl’Ma Mr# H. L. STEPHENSON: (a) Government are aware 
that the passing of the Goondas Art has not yet stam()ed out all crime 
of the nature referred to. 

(h) Attention is invited to the answer given to starred question 
No. XIX during this session of the Council. 

(c) The Act gives the initiative to the Commissioner of Police and 
District Magistrates in the area covered by the Act. 


UnsUrred Questions 

(inswart to whioH were laid on the table). 

Pay of the teeohers of three middle English tohools, 

70. Sabu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: (n\ Will the HoD’l)Te"T^ 

Mini.ster in charge of the Department of Educaf on i)e pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the tea(‘h<*r.s of thnn* middle English schools 
(( 'hittugong Government Middle English, Calcutta Model aud Raiigpur 
Middle English') wt^re orniittvl from the .scheme of August, 19LS, for 
improvement of the Educational Serrice in middle English schools, 
wliile three others (C\)x’s Bazar, Woodbum and Karya) got the benefits 
1 hereof P 

(h) Will the Tlou’ble the Minister l>e pleased to state what was the 
reason for such ouiission? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Minister W jdeased to state whether it is 
a fact that even after the reorganization of the Educational Services 
lielow the Bengal Educational St»r>’ice in 1921, the teachefs of the former 
three schools are getting lower pay aud lower time-scale increments 
than those of the latter tliree? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle the Minister l>e pleased to state whether a 
sum of Rs. 18.0(X) was budgete<l in 1920-21 for the improvement of the 
pay of those teachers? 

(f) If 80 , was the money spent for the purpose? 
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, (/) M not, why not ? ^ 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to remedy the^ne<iual treatment and hardship caused to the teachers of 
the former three schools P 

Pt C« MITTER • and (6^ There was no sc^heme 
fonflulated in August. 1918, for the improvement of the Educational 
^ ^rvice in middle English schools. Probtibly the scheme for the 
impaovement of secondary education in Bengal is meant. This scheme 
was submitted by the Director of Public Instruction in August, 1915, 
and wa«f given effect to in September, 1919. The three middle English 
schools at Chittagong, Rangpur and Calcutta wore excluded from this 
scheme as they were attached to the normal schools. It was originallv 
intended to treat them separately in view of their sjiecial r(Hiuirements 
as practising schools attached to the ti*aining schools. But various 
unforeseen circumstances, such as the Eim>|H'an War and the conscHiuent 
financial stringency', preventtxl the formulation of such a scheme. 

ir) It is not a fact that even after the reorganization of the services 
below the Bengal Educational Service, the teachers of these middle 
English scb(K)l.H have been included in scales of i>ay lower than those 
fixed for other middle Etigli.^h .schools. Since the reorganization uniform 
s< ajes of ivay have l>een intrxxhiced for the teachers of all middle English 
scIkkJs in the Presidency. It is. however, true that seven vernacular 
teachers employed in these three middle English schools are now draw- 
ing at lower ratea than their colleagues in other middle English 
•»clAwf.^who were Iwuefited by the Secondary Education Scheme. 

(d) Yes. 

{€) No. * 

(/) Pending Government orders on the jyrofMJsals frn* the genornl 
revision of pay of nil the teachers in the Educational ServitM^.s Ixdow the 
Bengal Educational Sen'ice it was imjx>saible to decide whether any 
further improvement of pay of the teachers of these three middle English 
schcxds would Jx' necessary in order tf» bring their |>ay into line with the 
pay of the teachers of other middle English schools. 

(g) Yes. Definite proixnals are now lieing consideretl by Govern- 
ment. 


Inoonveniemof tN people in eUemfing Civil Courts at Madaripur 
and Bhanga. 

71. Khan Balwditr Maiilvi RAHMATJAN CHOUDKURYs {a\ 

Is the Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial De|>artme«t aware 
that the people of the Go{>alganj subdivision are put to grmt inconveni- 
ence in attending Civil Courts situated at Madariimr and Bhanga in 
tke Sadar subdivision? 
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th) Will ibe Hon’ble the Member be* pleased* to state whether 
Goveniment contemplate the establishnJent of Civil Courts at the head* 
quarters station of the (Jopalganj subdivision? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to statf whether the 
Government are c^nsiflering the desirability of limiting the jurisdic- 
tion of the proposed Civil Courts at Gopalganj to the.Gopolganj, Kotali- 
para and Kasiani thanas and of retaining the jurisdiction of Ihe 

Muksudpur thuna within the Civil Court at Bhanga, as at present? 

« 

The Hon’bie Sir ABD«UR-RAHIM: (a) Government admit the 
inconvenience. 

(6) Yes, when funds are available. 

(c) It ha.s already been decided in con.sultation with the High Court 
that the Go{)alganj munsifi should include the thanas of Kotalijxira, 
Kasiani, (iojmlganj and Muksmlpur, and Government do not find any 
reason to alter this decision. 


Inapeotion of Jails by members of Jail Standing Committee. 

72. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) Will the lion ble the 
Member in charge of the Kevemie (dails) Department be pleased to 
state whether any circular hn^ been is.sucd to all the Jail Superinten- 
dents requesting them to all(»w the memlHUs of the Jail and Judicial 
Standing Committee to ins|)t*ct jails? , 

(h) If so. will the llon’ble the Member be iJeased to lay SlfTho*** 
table a copy of the circular? 

{(') Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased to state whether the 
names of the members of the present Standing Committee have been 
supplied to the Superintendents ? 

(d) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of doing 
this? 

MEMBER in ohargo of REVENUE (JAILS) DEPARTMENT 
(tha Hon’bis Mr. H. L, Stsphonson): Yes. 

{h) and (r) A cojrv of the last ciicular issued by the Insi>ector- 
Genend of l*ri.M>ns is laid on the table. 

{(I) The question does not arise. 

Soholartbipa to Studonts in Eait Myrnonaingh. 

7S. Mr. S. M. BOSE* To) Is the Hon’ble the Minister in chargo 
of the Deiwrlmeut of Education aware of the large numW of studenta 
in East Mymeusiugh belonging to the backward classes? 
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^ (6) Will the Bon'ble the Minister be pleased to state hov luny 
scholarships available for stndeits of such classes have been allotted 
to Eaat Hymensingh and of what value? 


Ch6 Hon’bta Mr. P. G. MITTER: Yes. 

<^) It is not possible to allot the>e Ncbolur ships district by. dis- 
trict. 


Silting up of oertain rivors in JeMoro. 

74. Mauivi RAFI UDDIN AHMED: ia\ U the linn ble the 
Memlier in charge of the Department of Imgation aware that small rivers 
in the district of Jessore, c./;., the Koba<lak ainl the Xalmgaiign, are 
being daily silted up owing to the juovaleiice of a large mimln'r of 
handoh (embankniAts for fishing piirjxises) whicli check the free 
flow of water and help the (leynisit of .‘•ill!' 

{h) Arc the Government coiisidenug the desirability of taking 
steps for the removal of f he^e hamlaJs ? 

The Hon’ble the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BilRIlWAN: (a) Yes 

(h\ The (iuestion of declaring the whole of the J(“-**orc. Khnina and 
Nadia districts under s<‘(tion 7b </>) of the Emhaiikment Act, II of 
under coii.sidcratiun ol Govci nment. 


Suspension of Q^rts’ 4rork for Friday prayers. 

75. SHAH SYED EMDADUL HAQ: Is the Hon’hle the 

Member in charge of the Judicial D*‘i»a it merit aware that work in the 
Civil and Criminal Court.s is not suspended for prayers on Fridays? 

ih) (i) Ifwthe ITon’ble the Meinlwr aware that in the circular issued 
by the Government, no mention of the litigants and the connected 
persons Vas made; and 

{ii) that they are in trouble for the want of a (dear order? 

Are thejGoveminent considering the desirability of taking early 
steps to remove the diflBculty ? 

The Hon’Mo Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: (a) Yes. Work is not gener- 
ally suspended, but Muhammadan employees who wish to, may absent 
themselves for a reasonable time for attending 7uma prayers. 

(b) (i) Yes. 

(h) 00 Inquiries will be made. 


13a 
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Oaooitiei oommitted iriTi|»p6ra,|^^i6oitlly in Brihminbarui 
•ubdivisiflii. 

76. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: (a) WiU tW Hon ble tjie 

in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state bow 
many dacoities have l>€en committed in the district of Tippera,^ 
ally in the Brahmanharia sulKlivision, between July, 1922, and Jine, 
1923? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble the Memlier be pleased to state— 

(i) how many of such cases of dacoity have been detected; ‘ 

(a) how many fieisons have lieen put on their tnal on the charge 
of dacoity and convicted ; and 

(Hi) what sjiecial steps have been taken to put down dacoity in 
the Brahmanharia sulKlivision since July, 1922, up to now? 

(r) Have any gang cases lieen started? If not, why not? 

(d) Are the (iovernment aware that the people are filled with alarm 
and (’onsternutiou owing to the failure of the police to detect dacoitiesP 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. L. Stephenson): Twenty-nine, of which 20 were in the Braji- 

manbaria kuImU vision. 

(h) (i) Three. 

(ii) Six iH'rson.s liave Imhmi placed on trial, but no one has lieej^j^- 
victed ; one is still under trial. 

(lii) I*reventive action under section 110 of the Cwle of ('riminal 
Proc edure against the gangs resiK)nsible ha^Wn taken and in 20 case.s 
47 persons have already l)een ordercKl to give security and 23 are under 
trial. Sjwcial patrols are also working in the area affected. 

(c) No. The dac'oitie.s are not the work of any one i>articular gang. 

(d) No. 


Hoitol •^.TTTTry .Lotion for the Hindu boys at Jalpaiguri. 

77. Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKAT: Will the Hog’hle the Minis- 
ter in charge of the Department of Education l)e plea.sed to state whether 
the Ooveruineiit are considering the desirability of erecting a hostel for 
the accommodation of the Hindu l)oys of the zilla and the high English 
achools of Jalpaiguri town? 

TIlO Hon’blo Mr. P. 0. MITTERs No such proposal is before Govern- 
ment. 
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• Wtterways undM tlM|8ar».8iraJgHiJ Railway lina. 

^ Khm Bahadur Mauivi WASIMUDDIN AHMBDj Will the 

Hpu'ble the JlemWr in rhiiipe of the Depnrtnieiit of Irripafion be pleaded 
to Injr pn the table a statement showinp the aetiou taken, if any, for 
inereftaiiip the waterways under the Sara-Sirajpanj Railway line? 

fTbe Hon’ble the MAHARAdADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWANtThe (luesti.u, is iiiKler iutjuiiy. 


Grievances of assistant sub-inspectors of Polioe. 

79. Babu 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA: ft/) Is the Hon blo 

the Member in chur^re of the Polioe Department aware that it is the rule 
for the siib-inspector*? (Benjral Polioe) to attain to a hijfher jrrade of Us. 10 
eaoh time until tlie maxinnim ‘ioale is reaohed, at the en«l of every five 
years, and that there is no such rule or time-limit in the case of head <’on- 
stables (now desipnated assistant sub-in^peotors) to attain to the prades of 
U«. flO and Us. 35 from their initial jmy of Us. 1J5 per mensem? 

(5) Is the non’ble the Member aware that snob anomaly and differen- 
tial tt^atment has aroused a feelinp amonp most of the ranks of the 
as'^*y*itfit sub-ins])eotors, and much dissatisfaction is prevailinp amonpst 
them ? 

(o) Will the ITon’ble the Member be pleased to lay on the table a copy 
of the rules poverninp their promotion to Inpher prades, or to state 
whether they have to depend upon the pleasure of the authorities for it? 

(d) Will the Ron’hle the Member be pleased to state the numlier of 
assistant sub-inspectors who are, every year, promoted from their rank to 
the po.sitioi%of sub- in spec tors of the prade of IN. 80 by the system of 50 
per cent. seMtion from all the thanas of Beiipal and the conditions that 
povern such selection? 

(e) Are the (Tovernment considerinp the desirability of removinp the 
anomaly as aforesaid and the dissatisfaction as well? 

The HOfl’bkT Mr. H. L. 8 TEPHEN 8 ONI (n) Yes 8ub-inspectors are 
paid accordinp to a time-scale. A.ssistant sub-Hinspectors are divided into 
three prades. 

ih) Government are aware that a«si.sfant sub-inspectors are not satis- 
fied with their scale of pay. 

• (r) Their prade promotion is povemed by rule 71 of Volume III, 

P. H. B., which states that all head constables, whether of the armed or 
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unarmed branch of the force, shall be bofne on the same district gradatioil 
li.st, and that their promotion shall be made by the Superintendent of 
Police. 

Grade promotion is usually given according to seniority.'' • 

{d) Ten were promoted in 1921 and 8 in 1922. The rule on the subject 
is 31 of Volume III, P. R. B. Nominations are made by the Supeftn- 
tendent.s of Police and the appointments are made by the Inspector- 
General. . ^ 

(e) The alteration of the pay scale is not in contemplation. 


Admission of visitors to the meetings of local bodies. 

80. SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: With reference to the 
answer to clause (o) given to my unstaiTed (jue-ition No. 25 put by me 
at the November Hession, 1922, will the ITon’bte the Minister in charge 
of the Department of I/nfil Self-Go\ernment be pleased to ascertain 
in which of the union, local and district bouids and municipalities it 
Bengal visitors are admitted to their iue(‘tings 

MINISTER in oharge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF-CCf/. 
ERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea): There ate 1,351 
union hoards, 75 local Inuirds, 2b district hounls and lib imiiyci|>uli- 
ties. To comply with the menib(‘r’s request it will be neies.>|^;^to 
make references to all these bodies, and the labour and cost of such 
a reference would not, in the opinion of Government, be justified. 


Belgaohia Veterinary College. 

11. Rai LALIT MOHAN SINGH ROY Bahadur: (q) Will the 
Hou’ble the Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state whether it is true that the maintenance 
charges of the Belgachia Veteriuuiv College have greatly Increased 
Biucc the retirement of Colonels Raymond and Smith? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble the Minister be plea-^ed to give a statement 
of ox[>enditure for the last ten years and also the current establish- 
ment charges? 

(c) Is it frue that the second Tmi^erial Officer dinws other allow- 
ances Wsides his pay? If so, whnt is the reasim for this? 

Tha Hon’bla tha Nmvab SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUOHyRI, 

Khan BtHaduri (ol and (5) A statement of the total exi>enditure oh 
the Bengal Veterinary College for the lust ten years, together with a 
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«taieiB«nl of the establishmen^chargefl of the current year (1923-24), 
is laid on the table. Colonel Raymond retired on the 4th June, 1912, 
and Colonel •Smith left the College on leave jirejuiratorj* to retirement 
on the 1st April, 1922, and will retire from service on 24th DeoembeiV 
l923. The increase of exjienditure in the years following the retire- 
xngnt of Colonel Raymond was due mainly to — 

(J) the revision of ixiy of officers of the de}Hirtment; 

♦ (2) the increased number of students and j^atients; 

(^) the increased cost of puichasc and upkeep of cattle; 

(^) the increased cost of labour. 

The exf>enditure on the <*<dlege reat lie»l its niaxiniuni in 1921-22, the 
last year in which Colonel Smith held ( luugiv The tleparture of Colonel 
Smith was not followed ]>y an iiureas,* of <*xjHMiditure but by a decrea.se 
of R>. 44,900 approximately. A fuither det lease is aiitu ipated in the 
current year. 

(r) Yes, Government hav<* sanctioned a sjhm ial ( ase a comjHMisa- 
tory allowance of Rs. 100 a month to the second I min* rial Gflit'er, 
Bengal Veterinary (\)llege, peisonally, to meet exjK'nses incurred in 
(he efficient discharge of his duties 


referred tn in the rephj in nn ^tarred question .Vo. SI, show 
**' Uhl/ the total ('.rjicnditurf on the Bintfol V eteriuary Colit qr for the 
la.^t ten years, together irith a statement of the establishment 
chary cs of the current year. 


% 

ToT.\L EXrE.NDITCKE. 

Rs. 

19ft-14 


1.50,848 

1914-15 


... 1.50.844 

1915-lG 


... 1,60,229 

1916-17 


... 1,57,289 

1917-18 


... 1,55,832 

1918-19 


. . 1,72,373 

1919-20 


... 1,96,224 

1920-21 


... 2,20,773 

1921-22 


... 2,63,702 

1922-23 


... 2,19,193 

1923-24 


... 2,04,054 
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Estabushment chaeges fo 
1923-24. 


! 


TUE crHRE5T TEAR, 


Ks. 

Clerk ... ... l5,000 

TcHihnical staff ... ... 7,260 

S^^rvantfl ... ... 3,768 

CoiistalJes ... 5,436 

Travelling allowance ... 2,500 

House rent and other allowances ... 4,890 

Veterinary ('ourt In.si)ector8 ... 17,700 

Trincipul and other teaching staff ... 62,280 

Veterinary A.ssistants ... 2,220 


Total ... 1,18.054 


Oomplaints of tenants of Patuakhali against the Naib, Fooizuri 

Cutcherry. 

82. SHAH 8YEO EMOADUL HAQ; Is the Hon’hh the MeAr- 
her in charge of tlic DepaitnxMit ol IteA-enui* (iM^nd Ifevenn(‘> aware 
of the complaints of the tenants in the subdivision of Patugkhali, 
Bai’isal district, against the nuih (Assi'.tant Su)K*rintcndcnt ) ^ ihe 
Fooizuri rutcherrvP 

(h) I.s the Iloirhle the Member aware that in a raiyat‘»’ (’onference 
held at l'o(dz\iri it was <lecidcd to m<»ve the (»o\crnmeiit in the matter? 

{(') Are the ( rox crnnuMit (oiisuleiiiig tin* <lcsirahiln y of making 
an iuipiiry into the matter? 

The Hon’hle the MAHARAJADHIRAJA BAHADUR of 
BURDWAN: Yes 

{h) Ye.s. 

(c) Petitions rc<cived on the subject hav<> been .sent to th^ B(»ard 
of Bevenue, Bengal, for disposal, as the estate to which the cutcherry 
belongs is uiuler the management ol th<‘ Court of IVards, 


Abandonment of the Manikdah Ctnal. 

83. Babu BHiSHMADEV DAB: Will the lIonTde the Member 
in chargt' of the Department Irrigation he pleiiM'd to state — 

(C whetlier it is in the conteinidation of the Government to 
abandon the Manikdah Canal; and 
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• •(») Vhether the Bhil Route Caual ia to be extended we«twat^ to 

Madhumati or via Gc^algan j towards the south ? 

• 

Tilt Htti’Me the MAHARAJADHIRAdA BAHADUR tf 
BURDWANi (i) It is not under contemplation to abandon the Manidah 

entrance channel. 

•» 

The Bhil Route is not proposed to be extended. The only 
prmxi.sal is to make n short cut from Tentulia ft) the loop rhaiinel, 
and this work has been temjiorarilv postfHired for want of funds. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Pasture Lands. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. E. A. Cotton): Oidei ! 

(hder! The Hou.se will imw i<‘'.uine the I'onsidei at i(ui ol ieN(dutit»n 
No. d (Jii the papei’, udj(,uini‘d debate. l)tH‘s any meml.H‘r wi-li to con- 
tinue th<‘ (list'u.ssion P 

Mr. AJOY CHUNDER DUTT: I am very ^.rlad that Mauhi Kkramul 
IIiKj has brou^rht thi.s ver\ imp<»itnnt (juei«tion to the T)otie4‘ of tluM 
C'cuin^. I rc[)rcsent a cori'^tituency in wliich this (piestion is of very 
^reat iinjxji tance, viz., Baiikiiia. Fifteen or lb years n^fo I am told 
tliat W4‘ r(nil<l ctw*.’ milk :it J(> seer.s a nii>ee: to-day the rate is, 1 
thnik. ’J or d mhts a nij>'e. It is well known that Bankura is a very 
p4Hii- di-fri('t : a poiticoi of the district is fteejied in malaria; th<» health 
of the people is very bail. It is also no exajrjreration to say that a very 
larp-e jieri entag-e of ( hihlien of Bankiiia have never tasted milk in their 
life: they have l>een bi( light up on water. The ijuestion of milk-^iipfdy 
is intimate^ (’orinected with the malaria ipiestion, becau.se the stamina 
of the js-ojileVT Bankura has been sap|»f*<l bv lea.son of the want of pro- 
[lei nouri.shment in the shajs* r>f milk A- 1 said, the fieople of that 
country ai« verv jkwu and there aie very few wIh» can afford to buv milk 
at '2 or d seers a ni;xH\ Theiefon* it i« a questnui whii h should Is* very 
seriou'-ly i onsidered by the Iburble the Minister in charge, ami 1 do hope 
that he will accept this resolution. 

Mtlllvt SHAH MUHAMMAD CHAUDHURI: The pro{K)sal of my 
friend Maulvi Ekramul ITuq is no doubt a g(»od one. but 1 think he has 
not eonsidered the faclf»and hguie** of the cafe fully wTiich may luMipjdi- 
table to the interest <.f our country. He lias m.t considered how much 
land it would miuire and what would lie the amount of (*o*<t involved in 
the proposal. For example, take* a village of UK) hou.ses and the aveiago 
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iiuniF>er of cattle a« 5 for each house, itj^will come to 500 cattk and il one 
biffha of laitd be taken for each cow then 500 bighas of land would be 
required to maintain the cattle of one village, and if the average price 
1)0 taken at Rs. 75 a bigha then it will cost Rs. 37,500. Now, Sir, in 
each district there are above 10,000 villages and if 5,000 are left out cbn- 
sidering they have got their |)a8ture lands then the remaining 5,000 
villages would recjuire 250,000 bighas of land at the cost of 
Rs. 18,75,00,000. This is for one district only. Now, Sir, I ask the 
movfM’ whore thig abnormal sum is to come from? Are the Goverame.nt 
in a i)osition to supply this amount? 

My second jioint is that if 500 bighas of land l)e taken away from the 
cultivation of one village it will deprive 25,000 houses of their cultivating 
lands (20 higha.s per hou.se) and what would l>e their late? No one will 
sell (heir own lands to them. They will have to leave the village and 
wander about for their living so to save the c'attle is to starve the culti- 
vators. In llengal, as soon n4 the winter crops are taken away from the 
fields, they are left o|H‘n, whereon cattle generally pavSture. 

The proposal of acquiring pasture lands seems to me unworkable. 
In my opinion the Dejmrtment of Agriculture should find out some sort 
of fodder, which the cultivators can eusAy grow- (»n their resi^ective lands; 
so 1 opjH)He this resolution. 

I 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi WA8IMUDD1N AHMED; I had no mind to 
«I>oak on this subject. The absurdity of thi.s resolution is so very patent 
on the facdof it that I did not tliink it necessnrv' at first to takd^rt in 
the debate. Rut when I found that sjK‘aker after sjieaker rose to su^ijiort 
this resolution, I thought I ^hould not rec'ord my silent vote on either 
side. Of course I yiehl to none in my desire to secure pasture lands 
wdiich may in return give us gcx>d milk for ourselves. But the difficulty 
is, how fur is it i>osiihle for either Government or a society for the pre- 
servation of cow.s or district boards or union bcxirds or municipalities 
to provide jiasture laiuls? I find it is impossible to make amiigcunent 
for pasture lauds, either by the Government, which has a big purse, or 
the district hcvaixls and municipalities, who have small coffers. As the 
last siieaker hn.s jHiinted out, even if a bigha of laud is to be provided for 
each cow, then the amount of land that would W required would be so 
much that it would l>e imi>ossible either for Goveiument or for anybody 
else to find the money for it. Another question is that the land taken 
over for the cattle must Ik» deducted from the laud now used for the pro- 
duction of human fotxl. But one important |x>int has been missed. It 
is n |)ateut fact, and it ba.s Ix'en proved by researches in the Agricul- 
tural Dt'partment, that a land lying fallow and serving as a pasture land 
is far less useful than a land which prmluces a good crop, and not only 
a good crop, but hay and straw in addition for cattle. A bigha of land 
lying fallow for a year would not be able to supply so much a quantity 
of grass as it gives crops, hay and straw. So a well-cultivated land will 
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Bot^QOly VopP^y Human food bui fodder for cattle as well. The best 
things for US to do is to find out some means whereby some crops can be 
produced on the land which would serve as a foot! for human bein|r*«» as 
well as for the cattle. If the crop is not requirtnl for human con»umi>- 
tion here, it can be exported to foreiprn countrie.H. The questi(m of |ws- 
tune land affects only a jx>rtion of the province where the land is nl)ovo 
water throughout the year, but the Wst portion <d the province, vis., 
Eastern Bengal, goes under water in the rains, and it is there that scar- 
city of fodder is felt. If any land is I'eserved for pasture in Easteni 
Bengal, it will go under water in the rains and tlie fcwlder will not Ih' 
available; so this land will remain iiseles.s. Tor these considerations I 
think this resolution cannot he aciepted and that Ooverumeut should 
not accept it. 

Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: The question that the 
Council is discussing to-day is not a new one. I niV'^elf brought a simi- 
liar pro}»osal before the { ouiicil in Januarv, l!tl9. Of rouuw*. my sug- 
gestion then was that a oomiuittee should he appoinliM] to consider the 
l>est way in which the cattle could he imjU'ovtHl and what arrangement 
could l>e made for juisture lamU. I am glad that the ({uestion has again 
been rai.sed, tlnnigh in a somewhat ditlerent form. Bengal is an agri- 
cultural countiT, and the (question dm's not only concern the cultivators 
afone. hut the qu<*>tii>n of milk-sui»ply is also intimatel\ connected with 
it. If we can arrange for pasture lands it will serve both the pur])OHeH; 
it wilHinprove the (attic and I think milk will at the same time 1 h* 
cheaj^r. Of course, there are some difficulties in tin* way and on that 
account my resolution wa.*-' <»pfx)sed in 1919. The Ilon’hle Mr. Cumming 
then as.sured me that some niTangement would he made in the Uuu 
mnhfil lauds and that would pave trie way, ns otlmrs might then imitate. 
What improvements have been made in the kha9 rnahnl lands I am not 
aware of. At any rate, it is absolutely neces.sarv that something should 
lie done. In every village, jiasture lands are l>eing tMicroached upon. 
It .should Ik* ascertained who is to blame for this, the raiyats or the zamin- 
dars. I bMieve the raiyats are more to blame for this. In my own 
village there are about f30 to 40 bigbas of pasture land, and once a (lues- 
tion arq^e whether that laud should be* encroached and cultivated u|M)n, 
I insisted upon the raiyats not to do that, and ultimately the idea was 
given up. We should make an arrangement by which these lauds may 
not l)e encroached on in future. For this I am prepared to make some 
sacrifice and I no[»e everyliody would do the same. If anything is to 1 m? 
done it is the duty not only of Government but also of the villagers and 
the zamindara to come to the rescue. During the Hindu [Kuiod, in 
evecA’ village some land used to l>e set apart for pasture; in “ Mauu ** we 
find that this was the practice. Now if Government sets apart some 
money and some arrangement is made either through the agency of the 
District Board or the Collector, everyone would welcome it. There are 
difficulties, but how those diffictilties can l>e met it is not fiossible for me 
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to suggest. I hope that something will be done, that some /ioney*will 
Ih' ajmrt in the budget, and that wi^ the help of the villagers as well 
ah the zamindars Government should arrange for the provision of pasture 
lands and the improvement of the cattle. ^ < 


Balm ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: The provision of pasture lands 
is a sad necessity for this country. I had occasion to .send notica? of 
resolutions to that effect, but they never came up. Thanks to the recent 
rules, this (piesiion has come up at least for discussion to-day. This 
will clearly show how everyone coming from the interior, not U) speak 
of the gentlemen of the town, feels the sad necessity for the improvement 
of the cattle. Cattle are the wealth of the community . Recent statis- 
tics have sliown that this wealth bus deteriorated, so far as India, 
esj»ecially Bengal, is concerned. It is u]) to us now to take ste]»s in 
order to safeguard this particular wealth of the country. From what- 
ever HtandiHiiiit you look at the (piestion, it is clear that you cannot do 
without cattle. Good and healthy cattle are not available now for 
agricultural purjjoses, and they are gradually dying a slow death on 
account of want of fodder and grazing lands, and I am sure everybody 
will bear me ruit in tlii^i. People do lutt really understand the policy and 
the action of Government in this respect. So far us my part of the 
country is concerned, sdxmt KM) years ago there were — though theie are 
a few we find, even now — some lands which were regarded as (jitchSr, 
j’.c., lands set apart for the grazing of the cattle. But they ha^e all 
vnnisljed. and it is due to what^ It is due to all of them having been 
luought under hhas mnhnh This short-sighted judicy now j^aving 
its effect, because tlie lands, which could be cultivated at (‘hea]>er rates 
and by a better class of cultivators, formerly jtroduced mu(d» more than 
at present. Still the process of bringing every strip of land under (Hilti- 
vnlion is going on. Certain land.s the Settlement Officer thought fit to 
keep as common lands; even these lands are now being let out to the 
ordinarv |XHiple, and tho result is that there is not a strip of land where, 
during perlia]».s six months of the year, during the dry season, the cattle 
can get a nuuilhful of gra-vs. This is the ‘*tate of affairs in *Bie CfUintry, 
and it is surely high time that Government should take stej>s without 
fearing the ('ost ami if necessary making grants by instalmepis year 
after year in order to ac(|uire certain lands for the purpose of preserv- 
ing the cattle. The mutter is not so difficult as my friend Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri apprehends. There are places like^ jungles, thefe 
are char lands, and there are other lands in almost every district which 
can easily be ('(inverted into pasture lands and preserved not at a vei’y 
big c<>st. In these circumstances I hojK* the Council will a(‘cept this 
resolution. 


R«j aOCENDRA CHUHDER CHOSE Bahidiir: Provision for 
pasture land for the cattle is a crx ing need in this country but there is 
one very great difficulty in the wav and that is, in the rainy season, while 



1923.] PASTURE LANDS. m 

Und| are^der p^ddy, tenants cannot let loose their cattle. Even if 
you provide pasture lauds cattle raniiot he let loose in the rainy season 
becauae the p^ddy will be e#teu up. Therefore durinjr (he rainy season 
the cattle mtt^t be tied up in their sheds. Duriu^r the winter there is 
plcsity of pasture; there is no need for it. It is only during the rains 
that the cattle starve. How is this to be avoided? riiless jiustuie lands 
are •provided at a little distance from the village the paddy will W eaten 
up. So the question is not free from difficulty, but for the preservation 
of the cattle of this country (rovernmeut ought to take steps to provide 
pasture lands. Where there are fore-^ts Government ought to allow cattle 
to grare there without any fees. I think that is what the G(»vernment 
can easily do. Beyond that what Government ( an do is ditlicult to 
conceive, but though it is n difficult (question it ought to be ta<hled by 
Government and I am obliged to Maulvi Ekramul Huq f(*r bringing this 
question liefore the Hcmse and drawing the attention of (lovcinment to 
the crying need of pasture land. 

Rsi Sahib RANCH AN AN BARMA: I think that pasture land slioubl 
l»e provided. In Bhutan Duars everyone knows that khas lands aie 
provided by the State where the cattle can graze and muiu» lee is realized 
per head of cattle. Alth(*ugh everyone there has more lands than he can 
cultivate still the people there feel the neiessity of more grazing lan(K. 
In some parts of Bangpur, Cooch Behar and Goalfmra, while th(‘ lands 
are under water during the rain.s, |H‘ople are obliged to keej) their catth‘ 
on laiuj^ alxive water and some pasture lands aie considered to be nei'e"- 
saiT during the rains. Previously the people had more lands than they 
could cultivate in Bangpur and the neighlMuiring districts, hut nowadays 
more and more land is l>eing brought under cultivation and very little 
is left uncultivated for the grazing of cattle, with the result that the cattle 
have deteriorated and tin? [leople feel the want of pure milk, ghee, etc. 
The scarcity of milk, etc., has become very great and for this reason 
I think Government should tackle this <|ueHtion of jmsture lands 
sympathetically. There may he some difficulty in ac(juiring land for 
grazing pur^.ses but that difficulty should not deter (iovernment from 
solving the problem. With these words I Wg to sup|>ort the resolution. 

• 

. The Hon'Ue the Nawab 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI CRAUOHURI, 

Khan Bahadur: It w'as only at the verv end of his long spetH'h that 
ibe mover of this resolution made any refereuw to the subject of his 
reaolution and then only to admit that this lesolution contained an 
impossible proposition. We admit, Sir, that agriculture is our basic 
industry. We admit that the bullock is tlie pivot of agriculture in 
this country. We admit that (he life of the child is often deiiendent 
on the milk of the cow. We may admit that our cattle are degener- 
ating and we may even admit that the draught cattle in the tim<? of 
Akbar walked faster than horse.s. We may admit that the pasture 
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land in B€n^?al in less than 3 million acres and that mncK o|( this |a]i^ 
is useless as pasture, and that in res^^ct of pasture the jiroTinc© of 
Bengal eompare.s unfavourably with most ^provinces in ^India. It is 
true that official opinion has always admitted a great i^dequacy of 
pasture land, hut I think that if Sir John Cuniming and Mr. Blackwood 
and other .officials are cited on this t>oint the mover of the resolution 
will admit that they should be taken as authorities on the question 
of dealing with the situation, foi it is not denied that they studied it. 
And they always said it was impossible to provide pasture lands ag&in. 

The mover of the resolution tiaced at considerable length the 
growth of the tendency, wdiich he deprecates so strongly, to encroach 
on pasture, but it is a case of the cattle being displaced bv the people. 
We W'ere given statistics of acreage and death rates and milk yields 
oi certain countries, though I could not help noticing the absence of 
all statistics referring to fodder cntp.s, for these would have shown that 
in this respect Bengal, too, is behind countries similarly situated. 

The evils (»f jthool-a and the semi-starved c(uidition of the cattle of 
our country w^re painted in lurid pictures, and the increasing pastures 
of some other ccuintries were contrasted with our own diminishing 
juisturcH. We were told of the laws and the rules of My.sore and 
Bnroda, of the recommendations of the distiict officers in Bengali ,in 
1907, The speech of the hon’ble member was remarkalde for the wide 
fi(‘](l it covered, the great lesearch into facts and figures which it 
displayed and, I may add. with regret, the studious avoidanceroi tlie 
actual financial signification of the resolution which he moved. Iif niuch 
of W'hat he said ^ could find my.self in comj)lete agreement with liini. 
but, as I have said, he a^oided the wwds. the letter and the spiri^^ 
of hi.s own resolution. He propo.sed legislation to enable local Ixulies 
to create and run free pasture.s; be proposed remission of half theic- 
revenue to zamindars who provided pasture lands; he suggested powers 
for pnnehayeis to create village commons everywliere; he dealt with 
the railway embankments; be dealt with the forest lands. But he 
never dealt with the proposal to make provision in the budget of next 
year to provide adequate pasture in every village in every district in 
Bengal, wdiicb is the only propo-sal in his resolution. As au after- 
thought at the end of bis speech be suggested that we might provid# 
5 lakhs of ru])ees in the next budget to accompli.sh hi.s purpose. 

Well, Sir, ns we all agree, the (juestion of pasture lands is familiar 
in this Council, and in the old Bengal and Imperial Councils. 
Mr. Baikat, who spoke in support of this resolution and who once had 
n somewhat similar resolution carried here, referred to that fact. The 
Hon’ bio Sir John Cumming, speaking on the question in 1919, examined 
every aspect of the case and showed the complete powerlessness of 
any Government in this province to effect a solution on the lines 
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sugspit«d%m the •resolution. No Government in the circumstances 
could do nrore than four things ^hich the Government of Bengal has 
been doing. ^First, as a landlord in his khus mahuls and other 
estates^ Government sets n good example by reserving lauds for 
paatures; secondly, in its Survey and Settlement operations Gov* 
emment takes every precaution to preserve existing rights of pas- 
tures; thirdly. Government dc^es all in its power to encourage the ('are 
and improvement of cattle in the Veterinary and Agricultural Depart- 
meikts ; and fourthly, it encourages local Ixxlu^s ()r iisstM'iations to 
provide small pastures where such may W iH)ssihle. (treat ('hanger 
have occurred since Sir John C'umming six)ke. hut. no change has occurred 
to make a solution of these (piestiou more easy now than it was 
four years ago. In fact, if anything, the problem is more involved 
than l)efore. 

Sir John Gumming showed that no legislnti(»n such as has Ix'eii 
suggested could be otlier than i>ermissivc on this subj(M't and if only 
I)ermissive it would almost certainly b<“ a d<‘ad b'ttcr. And as regards 
the utilisation of forest r(*scrves, I need only point out that even 
this would supply only a vcuy i>artial and a very local remedy. Tin* 
resolution before us, h(vwevei , is almo.st solely fitinncia 1. W(> uVi^ 
asked to make provision in the m»xt budget to secure suflicient ]>asiu!e 
lagds for (he needs of every district in Bengal. Now, Sir, tlmt is a 
simply imix)ssible financial pro|x>sif ion and not a single sui>porter of 
it can honestly say that he does not realise that it is utterly impio- 
sible. ^ast of all can ifaulvi Ekrnmnl ITik) say so. In fact, Si», 
he adilits that his res<dution is impossible financially. If ho meant 
that we should provide a few lakhs of nipce.s in the next budget to 
buy a few hundre<l bighas (d land, for a f<*w favoured villages — nball 
we say in Mursliidabad ^ — then he slnnild have said so in th(‘ resolu- 
tion. But what dtH’s his re.solution sav ^ We are to satisfy the netnls 
of every district in this wide province, not of a few favoured villages 
in Murshidabad. 

IIow miirh land would satisfy the pasture ri(‘eds of an ordinary 
village in Beftgal fine hundred bighas would lx* far short of a satis- 
factory ^area, but let us take BMt bighas. In thf* richest grazing 
country in the world this would j»robably suffice f(»r a dozen cattle, 
Sut let U8 take it as sufficing for all the poor cattle of a village in 
Bengal. The cost ()f pasture would therefore }>e alwnit fifty crores 
of rupees for all the villages in all the districts of Bengal. Thus, 
Sir, the hon’ble member asks Us to provide fifty crores of rupees in 
the next Bengal budget. Physically the proposal is equally ludicrotis. 
Where \b the land to come from in a country where we have 1,200 
and even 2,000 people to the square mile?' Economically the pro- 
posal is not only impossible, but it involves the disastrous displace- 
ment of a population over an area of a crore of bighas of land, a 
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population of .^vcrat lakha of famUiea. Tbia inde^ i. a tone |»r<^ 
Lsition to put before this Council. Ke wonder the Shah Sanib moved 
his araendmeut, which is in itself a confession of the impossibility or 


the resolution ! '* ^ 

Sir, the historj* of the vanished pastures of our country is a history 
of inevitable economic development in inevitable circumstances. ,Jio 
words, no discussions, no laws of ours can undo what has been done 
or remove the craving, the land hunger of Bengal. We must ^ce 
the inevitable facts, we must cease longing for the moon and try in 
a practical way to ameliorate the difficulties of the situation. ^ It is 
not u practically suggestion that Bengal should provide 50 crores of 
rupt‘es by next March. It is feasible in certain places perhaps to 
create small commons, pasture grounds, and local bodies or co-ofiera- 
tive societies should be encouraged to provide these wherever their 
provision is feasible. It is ixisaible to insist on the pre.servation of 
existing pasture rights if the people will only insist on their rights. 
It is iierhaps not all in vain to appeal to zamindars to help their ten- 
ants wherever possible towards some, though perhaps only partial, 
solution of this problem. And it is perfectly practicable to induce 
rullivators to grow nnu’e fodder crops than they do now. These are 
some of the palliatives that a pmctical man may suggest in the dis- 
cussion of these painful questions. These and all similarly pracfj- 
cable operations we are prepared t(> em'ourcige by jwecept and example, 
but we are not prepared to ask a country, with a revenue of lO^Tores, 
to provide in G months 5tl crores of niiXHVs and to dis])la(‘e several 
lakhs of families. TIiIm is a phantom which we arc asked to pursue. 
Let us Ik' practical and let our sympathy for a very distressful situa- 
tion not blind us to the real practictirt remedies for that situation. The 
(fovernment for which I speak have every syiopaili^ 
in their difficulties, and they will do anything |> 08 sible to holp them. 
But the proposal in tlie re.solution is im|>os8ible and distinctly injurious 
in that it turns our minds away from Inmeficial projwsals which may 
Iw iH*rfeotly jKJSsible. I therefore ask the Council to reject' the resolu- 
tion while at the same time I ask them to ixmder seriously over the 
facts and figures ])resented by Mnulvi Ekramul Huq, endeavouring by 
ever}’ moans in their power to di.»4(’over and suggest for the oonsidera-^ 
tion of Government some practicable way out of tl\e difficulties of 
which we all admit and regret the existence. 


Mauivi EKRAMUL HUQ: I shall be verv' brief in replying to all 
that has Wn said by the Hou’ble the Minister. I must thank the 
Hon 'hie the Minister in the first place for all the admissions he has 
made before the House. He has admitted that the want of good cattle 
has made us short in stature and it is that and that alone which is 
resjMnisible for the many deaths that occur in the country. With this 
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adu^iisioift Sir, is at not natiual that the i>eople should expect the Gov- 
erunitnt tScome forward with the remedies iu their power to combat 
a situation like this!" Is it not also natural for us» when we fiud that 
the jwsitiou Ts so bad aud the mortality so great, to expw't that the 
Ottvemment Sliould try its best to carry out the recommeiiilatiohs made 
by the conference of district <»tticer> years agoh Hut what we find is 
tha* (lovemment has so far dt>ne nothing — very nearly n»>thing — in 
this diret’tion. Against this suggestion it is said that the proIH>^al caii- 
nouW carried out because it entails- an expenditure of alKUit oP crores 
of rupees. In the tii’-t place. I am afraid I am not willing to agree 
that sifrh a cost a> that will be nesessary tor carrying out the proposition 
that I have i>laced before the Hou>e. It will 1 h' much les>. for the 
suggestions made by the divtru t otHcers, it carried oiu, will enable the 
fiovernment to carry (Hit the project ot providing pastures in every 
di'-trict in Bengal with a mucli les'.tw (H>st, and when we (Muisider the 
fact that it is a matter of ab-olute necessity tx» the pe(»pl<\ we exj»ect 
that the (Tovernment will try everAthing in their power to find out a 
soluticm of till'* difticulty with as little ('(ist as possible. It has Iummi 
said by my friend Khan Bahadur Wasimiiddin Ahmed that Kast Bengal 
is all tile year round under watei , and so there is no possibility nt 
ha\]ng pasture land- in those jdaces. Then this fact alom* should 
have led the (Tovernmeiit to (‘ome to the conclusion that tin* cest ( oubl 
mft be so much as od (*roies, but nas bound to be much b'ss. It is 
further urged against this jnopo-ition that 1 mvself lane admitltnl the 
imp(*ssibiliiy of carrying out a pioposition oi this kind. I do not mean 
to suggest that the whole S4 heme sluoild )>c cairicd out immediately, 
but if it is admitted that the matter is ot vita! inteiest to the peopb*, I 
submit that it is the dutv of (tovernment to ( •uae forxyard with an annual 
amount of say Id or n laklis of rupees to carry out part of this project — 
not in my distritt, but let it be in the di-trict of M>mensingb, it tiiat 
is iieeessary. All that is necessary is that we shoubl In^gin the opera- 
tions, no matter in which district. By this imains what we cannot 

perform Ueday we -hall be able to perform in -ttl \ears. If it is admit- 
ted that it*is a necessary measure, it is the bounden duty of (i(»vern- 
ment to carr^ it out. The Ilorrble the Ministi'r has said that it is jiot 
the case of jmsture.s being encroached upon, but it is a case of tin* 
cattle being di.sfdaced by the peojdc. T, however, find that (juile the 
contrary is the rase. In England we find that pasture laud som<* years 

ago wa.s 2 crore.s of acres — at present it is 30 crores. In America in 

the course of ifl years the difference i> one crore of sktcs ; whib* in this 
country we have been unable to do anything for our cattle. To my 
mind. Sir, this is a very* important matter and I think tlie Council 
should accept the resrdulion. so that an attempt may be made to provide 
pasture land every where in the country, thereby lessening the mortality 
to the greatest extent possible. With these words I hope the members 
will see their way to accept my resolution. 

" 14 
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The motion was then put and lost. 

Munshi Makramali being absent, S^ah Syed Emdadul B^q asfed* 

for permission to move the resolution standing in the former's name. 

• 

The Hofl’ble the MAHARAilADHIRAJA BAMDUR of 
BURDWAN: Munshi ilakramali was here a moment ago and if he does 
not move the resolution, it should fall through. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow it, Shah Saheb. The member 
was here a minute ago, and I do not feel inclined to allow you to mot’e 
this resolution unless I have some s(ut of exjdanation as to his absence. 

Tile following motion thiMcnjuin fell through: — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that taiizi No, 1942, 
Char Falcon, tauzi No, 194d, Chur .Tngahandhu, tauzi No. 1592, Char 
Behari and (4iar Jangalia, and tauzi No. 1591), (’har Lawrence, be 
transferred to the jurisdiction of the Lakshmipur munsifi from the 
jurisdiction of the lintiya munsifi.” 


Dacca Training Ccllege and Board of Intermediate Education. 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: 1 move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that tli(‘ Dacca Training College ninl 
the Board of Intermediate Lducation at Dacca he aholished, the classes 
of the Dacca Training College heing amalgamated with those of the 
David Hare Tniiinng College in Calcutta and tlie statutory work (,>f the 
Intermediate Board heing carried on hy apixiinting the Vice-Chanidlor 
of the Dacca Cniversity as the President and its Hegistrar as the 
< j oj(fir/o Secretary to tlie Board. 

My jU'ojKisuls as embodied in the resolution aie of long standing. 
Col the last two years 1 havt* tried my utmost to bring the practica- 
bility of mlopting these measures as a means to reasonable economy. 
If I may 1 h' allowed to say so, then* iustitution.s are remnants of what 
is known as ” jiartitiim ” evils. Not only were the piovrice and its 
j><‘opl(‘ aihiljanly divitled into tw(» hut most of the institutions were 
duplicated, thus doubling the c<ist vd imiintenanco and enonftousiy 
increasing the co.st of administration of the already over-burdened and ^ 
over-taxed jHH)ple. at the same time weakening the strength of each 
individual institution. 

The lift' of the Dacca Intermediate Board as constituted by the 
Besolution No. ll(>5-Edn., dated the Ifith June. 1922, would have 
naturally expired by the ddth June and I am soitv that instead of 
utilising this opj>ort unity to allow it the advantage of a natural death 
and decent burial, ami at the same time of saving Rs. 40, (KX) a year, 
which it unnecessarily cost the province, the Government has given it 
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a n«w ftaae of iife by again extending it for one year by a freab 
Ee^uti<m (No. 1849- Edn., dated 22nd June. 1923 K Tbi» Board, ns 
I once before explained in this (fonm il. prescriWs the syllabus of studies 
and text-boo2s and conducts examinations fur three intermediate colleges 
asid four high schtMils, all situateil 'within the town limits of Dacca, 
and all subordinated to the teaching I'niveisity of Dacca, and all 
earring for that Uuiveisity. In fact, they ha\e to jtresenbe and decide 
'what kind of studies, courses and hook> would enable the students to 
be*qualified to claim cntiunio to the iH'rtnls of the Dacca I’niversity. 
Any ordinary’ mind would see that the body qualified to determine 
all these should be the authiuitics of tlie Dacca ruivei^itv. In fat t, 
the principal ineuilK*i> t»f this Bnaid are all meiubei.v and high olficers 
of the Dacca I'nivcrsity. it should la‘. Tao outsiders, h('w<‘\«‘r, not 
at all connected cither with the rniveiNitv or with the intcinualiato 
colleges, are euijdoyed at an cnornuni.s lo^t \\ith thl^ lUMie tin) heavy 
work as the ('haiinian and the Seeietais. with a it'duudant idlice. The 
Vice-C’haijcellor of the Darca I ni\t‘iMty, with a “ High ('mirt Judge’s 
pay ” is an c.r ofient nieiuher an<l i< a vriy inqHirtant nieniher — in fact , 
the real controlling authority — of thw Hoard. My huiuMe suhiuishion 
Avas and always ha^ bivii that b\ gning a small allo\\tinco to (his 
highly ]>aid officer as dv )iuc (’haiiinan — a> he leally is— and another 
small ulhjwaijce to the Hegistrar of the Daci-a rni\erMty for the wiuk 
oT the Secietarv, thi" Intermediate Hoard ('ould liave been belter con- 
stituted and the work cttiild be laiiied on more elhciently uitbout tlie 
interl«;^en(a‘ of ( ut«.i»leiv a^ Chairman and Secietarv. H\ this anang*'- 
ment 4lie tax-payers of the piovince would have Ik'cii aide to le.-sen their 
burden at lea^t b\ Ks. dtl.nttn Nearly, it must be a<lmilted that no 
more monev should Ik* wasteil in tlii.s way, and a.s the ctmtemjdition of 
having one Iiiteniiediatt* H(»ard for the wlnde of Hengal has been 
[vo.Htponed sine die, the further useless e\}<endituie for this Dacca Hoard 
chould be at once stetpped isy making tin* Vu e-('hancellor of the Dacca 
("niversity its c.r officio ('liairman. He is now meiely a meinbei. Init 
IS the real controllipg authority in the Board, The (lov eminent m 
f'lqxiinting^m on numciou> other < (unniittee*^, lie is olten mudo t<> lome 
to Calcutta — of rour.«'e with the itavinont nt high tiavelling allowam ch^ — 

Ui attrtid the Senate and other < oiniuitiee*-. J im'iition these facts to 
Poiestall any argument on the j>ait of the (roveinmeni that they ha\e 

10 control over his time ami leisure. I have everv liojK* that the f’oun- 

11 will take 4his ojqxirtuiiity t(> lefommend to tie* (loveinment to 

*ffect an econonyv (T Ks, at h'ast hv ulKilisliing these two sinei ure 

>osts that should never have been fieated as stipfunliary. 

I am also requesting the f’ouncil to recornmeml to the Oovernment 
o effect economy the extent of nearly sixty thousand rupi*eH by 
imalgamating the two training colleges of the province into one. I 
irought this proposal during the budget discussions of previous years 

14 A 
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aH well as by indej^enflent resolution.s. I hoije my 'posit ioiv and /he 
will not be misunderstood by n^* triends from Eastern Bengal. 
I liave no other interest in making this prof>osal than economy and 
effifiency; no harm i.s meant to the interests of the 4 )redominant 
partner of the province. Economy is the look out of the entire people 
of the provinc(^tho tax-payers of Eastern Bengal a.s well as of West- 
ern Bengal. My resolution, if carrie<l, will bring about the saving^of 
nearly a lakh of rujxjes to our iinjx)verished exchequer and will lead 
to the remodelling of two effete institutions at Dacca. I may remihd 
my friends of Eastern Bengal ami bring to the knowledge ot such 
friends rd Western Bengal who do not can* to keep themselve> informed 
alxMit educational matters, that the onl> (jualiiied and Euroix‘an trained 
Professor of Educational Method and a Cambridge wrangler, vOiose 
services were lent to the Dacca Training Colii^ge by the Dacca Cuivoi- 
sity, has left Dacca, ns his Hii}>''lantiv<‘ p(*st^, that of a Dacca T'niveisity 
Reader of Edmational Method", has been abolished b\ the l>acca Cniver- 
flity Coui’l, and its iH*rmnnent Principal, though a mere Arts man, has 
gone on long huivo, and 1 am told i,, about to retire. Thus (ripided. 
the institution is still kept uj^ — a" I have already rernaikml -a remnant 
of the jwilic) of duplication of the institutions due to the partition 
Thu.s W(‘ come to have two training colleges for training high school 
teui'hei's, one at Da<'ca and tin* otliei at Cab utta, to prejKn<‘ how man,v 
Htudents? Only abiuit .sixty .students annually to lie teachers toi’ high 
»cch(M)l.s! I'Or lhesc‘ two cidlc*gc‘s we ha\(‘ twci liiglily j>aid I’rim ipal", 
and a teacliing staff of .sixtc-cui and du[»licated estahlislumoit/ ; thc‘ 
Hunctiomsl bud^c't estimate for tin* « uricnt yc*ai for tlu'si* two trr.’ining 
ccdleges is nearly a lakh atid tcui tletusand I heg to Ksonl ovr 

that almost all the* st udents art* stijHUel liohleis and 'i is i|Uilc‘ inim.itcu lal 
with them as far as the* |H‘rsonal i" c'omcTiicMl, vhc‘thc‘r lhc*\ have* 

to attcuid classes at Dacca or at (’alciilta. Pc‘r"onall> I do not care 
whc'thc'r the unilc'd tiaining colh*gc‘" is located in Dac'c-a or in (’aleutta. 
But as Cali’uttu lias more advantage*" lor tiature studies and other edu- 
cational facilikes, having the W'ell equip{K‘d Museums, (leological 
Deparlim*nt, Survey l)e]>arlnn*nt . Bc'tanii'al (tardens. Zoological Gardens, 
TTisUu'ical Memorials (the Victoria Memorial, ImiHuial Eibrar)- and 
Record (tlfu'es, as well as numerous tactones and workshops ‘in its 
tU‘igh))onrhooib it i" iim|Uestionably a metre advantageous c'entre for the 
]. nation of a training ('olh'gc* for teacher.s than Dana. Xo one will 
douht that h\ confining tin* training of teacheus to IVacca we are 
depiiviug "lull tiained teachers at Duc'ca of these excellent facilities 
available* in Gab utta. It is thewt'fore the common interest of jxmpb* of 
the East as w,e*ll as of the West to give the (rained te*achers the best 
of nil tlie opj>oit unities wbich the ]>Jovince as a whole i>ossesses. It 
is therefore in (he interest i>f the inniple lH>(h i>f East and West Bengal 
that 1 ask the Gouncil to recommend the nmalgamntioa of the two 
training colleges. 
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. more ‘appeal to my friends of Eastern Bengal seriously to 

coimder'the constitution of tjie temi>onu*y board; it is in the vital 
interest of the better educatit>n of the intennediate stage to strengthen 
it tis I cont^iplate in the resolution. Intermediate eilmntion at Dacca 
B going from bad to worse, the only Science man at the head of one of 
these colleges is invalided and is about to rotiiv, and in the three 
s^ond grade colleges highly paid Arts men have In^en phuHvl as heads, 
with the result that nearly all matriculated Eastern Ihuigal students 
ai^ avoiding Dacca iiuermcHliate college's, and aix' crowtiing round 
Calcutta colleges. Tiiless this Intennediate Board 1 m‘ phu'cnl in the 
baud'* of the \ ic'e-C'hancellor of the Dacc'a I’niversity nothing can 
save the situation- 

The Hofl’ble Mr, P, c* MITTER! I ri'*e to a jH int ot (.nler. 1 think 
the hon’ble mcmlier is now refernng to th(' l>a( (’a Intermcdiati' C'ollego 
which has nothing t(' di) with the '•ubjett cf hi.n resolution. His 
r('s<diition deals with the Da( ( a Training C’olh'gt' and tin' Ih»ard of 
Intel iiit'diate Education. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 h ast' k<*cp within tlu' four ( orner.s of your 
ic^olutnui. Dr. Dutt. 

Rei Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bshedur: With a ief<u*ined Tniermedi* 
tfte B oard Me can ('Xjx'ct one and ( iilv on<‘ Trincipal of high scientific 
attainments f(»r the.sc' thrc'e intenm'diatc' second giade eolh'gt*. that 
sle]» will lie c‘< oticniie and at tlie ••ame time will ineiease the elhi ieney 
(*f allTlie-e ( (illeg'es. I'oimeily the Brineipal of the I’lesidency (\)llegt> 
Us^'d ^o toa< h hi-* ^llhJeet, manage his own eolleg<’, and was SujHM'iu- 
temh'iit (»f tlu' llaie Aid Hindu School**, of whi(‘h we were students, 
hesuh*., mting as the Begistrar c»t tin* Calcutta rniversity. If one 
and the *.aim* man could umlcTtake so man\ iluties I really fail to 
understand whv the TiccM’haneelh»r of the Dacca rniveroty cannot 
b<* c‘ntru''tcd witli the dut> c,f pre-'iding ovor the Board of Intermediate 
Edtuatiem. Sii . 1 liavc tH*r'*istenily tried feu- the last three years to 
find out }jc»w >\e could a<hie\e c'ccoiomv by eomhining thc'iu' two train- 
ing <o]]eg«‘> into om*. I(\ remodelling* the* Intccrmediatc* Board of Educa- 
tion. ^\s I Innc alit‘adv remarked, mv jM)niar\ cd.ject is to practiHO 
^e< oriomv. Whethei the future training eollc'ge should U' in (’ah ufta 
or whelhcT the Dacca tiaining cr.llege or the ('ahutta training college 
should cea'ie exist. {K-rsoiuJly I do not can*. All that I reijuc'st the 
House to do IS to consider whether the two institutions can he eora- 
luned, when better work can l>e done and at the same time at a lens 
cost. 

Rat JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur! The interest in 
education shown by certain members of (his C'ounc il in resolutions and 
in bringing lulls and withdrawing them is very interesting indec*d. 
These gentlemen place cjther^ in a very great difficulty. 
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As regards this resolution, the desire of BaI Dr, Hari<|aar 
Bahadur for economy is very commendable, but what does he know of the 
Training School at Dacca, and why does he wish to abolish it? What 
inU*rest has he got in Why does he talk about it in this hall? For 
the province of Bengal which is larger than Germany two traiuiifg 
colleges for teachers are not much, are not one too many. But I must 
give Raj Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur what is his due. His observa- 
tions about the Board for Intermediate Education are justified, though 
he did not know what they are concerned with; they are not concerned 
with intermediate scliooK. But I ask the Government how many .schools 
are there ; how many high srho<»ls are tliere ; are there more than 3 
or 4 under the Dacca rniversity, and i^ it worth while having an insti- 
tute and an expensive Intermediate Educatifm Board for these few? 
But it may be sai<l that this Board i" an experiment, an example. 
First let us see how it works, so that %\hen you have a Board at Calcutta 
we may have something, some examiile to follow. Beycuid that the 
Intermediate Board of Education at Dacca seem^ in my humble judg- 
ment a superfhlity. 

With these observations I submit that the Dacca Tiaimng School 
should not be abolished, but that (ro\ eminent ‘‘hould take into coa-'ideia- 
tioii the observations made by Rai Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur about 
the Board of Intermediate Ediiention. 


Niwabzada K. M. AFZAL, Khan Bahadur: I am Sony to nppcse the 
resolution of my luurble fneml the Doctor, ’^^lio brought loio\afd the 
resolution to abolish the two usetul and important institutions established 
at Duc('a — one the Dacia Training (’ollege and the other tlie Boaid lor 
Intermediate Education. It seems as if anything that is bemdicial to 
(h(* interests of Eastern Bengal looms liki* a bugbfair to m\ hrethren of 
Western Bengal. This has em]>hatically been their attitude ever since 
the memorable partition days. The David Hare Training College in 
Calcutta is located in a rented building, the annual rent of whii h is 
Rs. 8,0(10 and trains fifty students only, and its hostel is al*«o located in 
a rented hou.se. It.s students have to look to private and other institu- 
tions for their practical training in teaching, as there is no school aftaclied 
to the college itself. The Dui'ia Truiiiiug College on the other hand, 
has its own hahitation and trains eighty .studeiits, and has its own 
practising .schind under “ European headmasier. It ha<i^ its own hostel 
aceoinmodntion in a Government building, and its own football ground, 
tennis and badminton courts. It has commenced research work and 
Government has sanctioned research scholarship.s. It teaches up to the 
master’.s degree while the David Hare College gives only the bachelor’s 
degree in teaching. Dacca serves Assam also, twenty students ore sent 
from Assam encli year, hence it is more central. And several students 
are also ‘*tuit from H. E H. the Nizam’s Dominions during e^ch session. 
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• If m^friend is anxious for the amalgamation of both the institutions 
on the ground of cost and thi recommendations of the Retrenchment 
Committee, det it be so, I have no objection, (bir training college is 
training eijfhh' students and accommodation for fifty students of the 
jbarid Hare College can easily W made at Dacca. This will cause a 
c^siderable saving of public money Here at Dacca the cost of living 
is cheai>er; there is an abundant supply ot the iitn cssaries of the life and 


the climate is far more saluhrious. 


Now, Sir, I wish to sjieak only a iew words ni>out the other jiart of 
the i^hsolution of iiiy friend whi< h coiueiiis the liuurd. The reMdutiiUi 
])r(>posed is sclf-contradicto? y, hecause it proiui'.es to alMdish tlie Hoard 
and in the same bieath propo>e'. that the Vic«‘-('liiUKcllor of the Fnivei- 
sity of Dacca should be the Trc'^iilcnt and the Registrar, the Set retary 
of tlie Hoard. I need haidlv draw thi‘ uttt'ntjon (d the Ilou><‘ to tiu‘ fact 
that the Hoard of Intcnuediatc and Sccondai'N K(lin'ati('n at Dacca, 
although at i>reNent estahli^hed b\ e^ecuti^e (ualcr id ( Mt\ eminent . is 
really to have the way for the creation of a I’rovijn ial H<'at<l a*- recoin- 
mendeil hy the Calcutta rnivei'.itv ( ’oinnn'''Nion after a most caieful 
examination of the educatnmal re((uirement'« of the pneuici*. It is 
going diametrirall V again-'t tin* lefaunmendatioii'. of ihe (’(>mniission if 
the Hoard established at Dacca were to be abolished. Moreiner, while* 
flic other province.s are ]>rofiting by the suggestions inmh' by the (‘ommis- 
sirn, wliich was apjHnnted pnmarily for the heundit of education 
in cur province', iti seems haidly a .si.iiml policy to biing up 
pH ?ils iH'foie this (’< uiuil to undo what has been attmnpted 
in t!?(* dire(tinn of piung eft’ei‘t to’ .some of those sugg<‘s- 
tions in thi'- jirroiiu'e. Sinmld we r>urselveH throw thi'se valuable sugges- 
tions away? The most impf*i taut' reas(»n for the creation id a new 
authority like the Hoard is the sej>aratiou of the intermediate and second- 
ary education from the university e<lucatioii. upon whi( h the Cab iitta 
University Uommission laid great stress. In fact, the whole poli<‘V of 
the nToniis suggested bv tin* rominission hinges round this Hej>aration. 
Now the sifipointnient (d the Vire-rhnn(ellf>r of l)acra I niversity as 
President of the Board, or even as the Uontroller of lntenne<liat<* and 
Seoon^ry Education will mix up what the rominission took great pains 
to keep sej>arate. Tlie Vice-rhancellor of a residential and teaching 
^university has always his hands full, specially as the U uiversitv (d Dai'ca 
is still in the making. The problems of intermediate and secondary 
education ai-e difficult and important, and re<iuire a whole-time man, 
specially cue wbt, has had sufficient exix^rieme of the conditions and 
requirementvS of intermediate and high school teaching. If these import- 
ant problems are left in the hands rd the Vice-Chancellor of a teach- 
ing and residential university, the intermediate and secondary edm ation 
of thi.s province is bound to suffer rather seriously. The Board 
f'stablisbed at Dacca is intended to prepare students for bfith the 
Tniversitie.s cf Dacca and Calcutta, and not for the University of Dacca 
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alone. There can, therefore, be no reason for appointing^the TJIce- 
Chancellor of one University to direct thf Board. 

Lastly, what appears to me to be the strongest justifyation of the 
Board e.stablished at Dacca is the important work it ha% done so far 
and has still to carry on. By the introduction of vocational courses tit 
the intermediate sUige, which have proved to be very popular amongst 
the students, the Board has taken a great step towards carrying ^ut 
the recoiiiriiendations of the Calcutta University Commission. I hope 
it will be clear from what I have stated that the re.solution is quite 
unacceptable and highly prejudicial to the interests of Ea.stern Bengal. 

Rai PYARI LAL D088 Bahadur: 1 oppose the resolution. Train- 
ing colleges are es.s^ujtinl necessities for education, and the best system 
ol education would be inefiective without trained men to work it. It 
would be well to quote here what Sir Michael Sadler wrote in his report 
on these points: — “ A .serious deficiency in the number of well qualified 
teachers is the fundamental weakness in the system of secondary and 
intermediate education. It is also the cause of an enormous waste of 
money and time. There is urgent need in Bengal for many tluuisands 
of well trained teacher.s.” The nec(‘•^^ity for trjiining colleges is recog- 
nized in all countries. If we make a ‘>uiTcy of other countries, we find 
that in Switzerland and Denmark the population of which is about 
()ne-t4*rith and oniMdevcntb ot Bengal, n‘^jK‘ct)v/dv. there are >19 and 21 
teachers’ training college, turning out annii:illy and 1,000 

students, resjM»cti\eh . In Kagland, there aic teacliei^’ training 
((dl eges, turning ( ut annuallv ab(mt 12,000 teachers. Here in^Bengal 
we have only two training colleges, one at Dacca, and the of^ier iii 
Calcutta, turning mit annually abmit 12t) studentv The iLOrenclimcnt 
Committee, in tlicir refuul, rc( oinmend the abolition of both the 
C(dlcge«, and T feel bound to say that the abolition of the two ('olleges, < r 
either of th(*m, would be false economy, and would be detrimental to the 
(»f education. If, li(*wever, one of the two colleges is to be 
abolished, it would be wise ami economical to abolish the Calcutta train- 
ing' colb^g'e. The training college at Dacca is !<>cate<l in a hig s])acious 
building which is o^ned bv the (iovernment and built for’ the purpose 
of the schoed, and no rent is payalde in respect thereof. But the train- 
ing college in Calcutta has no building of its own. and is located in 
n hired building for which large rent is being paid to tlie owihm'. Th(?^ 
nbolition of the Calcutta tininiiig college will thus effect a larger saving 
than that of tlie Dacca training college. Further, in Dacca, living i*- 
very cheap, and liouse rent very low, in comparison with that of Cal- 
cutta, and the retention of the Dnc('a training college means large 
pecuniary advantage to the students reading there. And lastly, the 
Dacca training college is situated very close to the Dacca University, 
where a new system of teac hing has been iutioduced, and the students 
of the Dacca training college often come in (dose contact with the 
professorial staff of the Dacca University, and thereby ac<iuire much 
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tx|)fii«iice in the hew system of teaching. All these advantages cannot 
be had in valcutta. I, theretor§» submit that if the abolition of one of 
the colleges ^ a necessity, the Calcutta training college be abolished, 
and the Dac<jg training college retained. 

^he mover also proposes the abolition of the Dacca Intermediate Board. 
Thj^s Board hn.s come into existence only two years ago, and during this 
short time, it has done very useful work. It has introduced, in the curri- 
cula of studies, for the hiirh schools and intermediate colleges, very 
salutary changes to meet the present needs and requirementsS of the 
people. It has introduced commercial studies and also vocational train- 
ing; dyeing is being taught in the Jaganuatli Intermediate College. 
This is, mainly, due to the inclusion, amongst the memhers of the 
Board of non-official outsidei'i. who are Itual leaders of puhli<* opinion. 
If the Board lie aholislied. tho'ic non-t)fficial outsiders will have no 
control ujKin the system oi education there. It uould indeed. Ih» 
then a woeful day for Dacca! The Bes(»liitiou iurther suggests 
that the statutory woik ot the B«>ard he carritHl on hy a]>pointing the 
Vice-rhancellor of the Datca Tniversity ns the President and its 
Begistiar as the c.r o^cio .'^ecretaiw to the Board. The hamU of the 
A'ice-('hancellor and the Regi'^trar are to<i full, and it would be unwise 
to inijiose further statutory duty on them: in proof whereof. I heg to 
recall to your memory the hi>tory of the lajised money of tin* Dacca 
rniveisitv grant. If their hands were not loo full the histoiv of the 
lapsed inniiev would have been <juite dilVeient. With these worda 
I heg sul>mit that the entire re'*olution should be rejected. 

• 

Bebu JOCENDRA NATH ROY: I ri.se to oppose the resolution moved 
by Bai Dr TIaridhan Dtnt Bahadur. I am afraid. Sir. the mover i.** 
not conversant uith the condit ions of Dacca, for he will not say that he 
e!itertain> an\ grudge against East Bengal. In s]>ite of the arguments 
a<hluced by him f(»r the .abolition of the Dacca Training College and the 
modification c.f the Ihtard ( f Intcnnedinte Education at l>ac<’a, I remain 
uio < nvinc<*«l. Dacca has its own T niveisity and is in itself the ednea- 
tuiTial (ciitA'^of East Bengal. There is no reason why the tiaining 
College then .should he ma<h* a limh, and a weak limb, of the Cah utta 
Training College. We might well have ])ro]K>sed the amalgamation 

the (’alciitta (\dlege with the Dar ca College. The Training College 
is doing excellent woik in Dacca and I h<qK‘ the members of this Council 
will reject the ]|io[>o»al liefore them. 

As to the Intennediate Board, I am afraid the mover displays dejjlor- 
ahle ignorance of the acUual .state of affairs when he projK)st»H that the 
.statut(>r>- work of the Intermediate Board should l>e carried on by aj^xunt- 
ing the Vice-Chancellor of the Fniversity as the Prefident and its Begi.s- 
trar as the rr officio Secretary to the Board. The hands of the Vice- 
Chancellor and the SecretaiT are already over-full and any addition of 
work is sure to resulft in the deterioration of the work of both the bodies. 
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The Traiiiinj^ College was establislied at Dacca after due conaideittiou 
to meet a want. The result of its- estiblishment baa not bwn unaatis- 
faetor.v. No eases has been made out for its attack by the retrench- 
ment axe.” Then why should the Legislative Council, ai'a time when 
the sands of its life are fast running out, try to forge in its furnace a new 
axe for this particular purpose? 

The Intermediate Board is peculiar to Dacca. There the Government 
tire giving a trial to systems of education which are likely to have far- 
rem hing conseiiuence.s, and may change the whole system of education 
in tin* province. It would therefore be unfair to cripple this Board by 
praiiically depriving it of a separate existence and thereby prolonging 
the jHM iod of cxjieriment and delaying the ultimate success of the scheme. 

Tfider the cir< iiinstaiices I strongly the proi>osal. 

Rai NIBARAN CHANDRA DAS GUPTA Bahadur: It seems that 
we are gc'ing to make a ” t'etish ” (>f economy and retrenchment. In 
mailers educational I would be tlie la>t man to projiose any e('<momy in 
the diiei tion in which Hai Dr. llaridhan Dutt Bahadur propose.^. I am 
in full agreement with Hai .Togendru Cliumb'r Cihose Bahadur in his 
rmnark that having two tiaining c(dlege.s, we iiave not got fine too many. 
The defects whiidi have been iif'led by thinker.s on educational problems 
in this country are primarily th»‘s(‘. I may lefer the lion’ble imuubers^to 
the excidlent article <in education in Professor Rushbrook William*’ 
r«‘view on Indian conditi(ins. He savs that tin* thriH* primary defect- in 
Indian (‘duration are due to these: First of all we have very few'J^roiHU'ly 
iraiiu'd teachers; I heir number is very limited and ]>rojH‘rly *Uained 
t(‘n(diers an* .'•adJv to seek. The second defect which he notices ih that 
there is litth' imetitive for men of the right sort to ent(‘r tli(‘ teaching 
jiiofession. The third d(‘fect winch he notices i^ that Indian education is 
too much dominated by th(‘ examination system. These are the thr<H‘ 
important defects which have got to be remedied, and an attempt is 
being made to remove them, fir.*t by the establishment of the Dacca Fni- 
versity. All the trouble with regard to many members of t|iis House is 
due to the fact that we have — and I also include myself fu this cla>.s — 
very little exjx^rience of a teaching uuivetsity. Whenever any problem 
of educatimi rome.s up before u.s, we bxik at it from the point of view of 
our own (limn mntrr, our university, the (’alcutta Fniversity; so we ar^ 
not in a i>osition to realise what ought to lie and what are exactly the 
duties of professors, and the obligations of a teaching ihiiversity. The 
duties which can easily lx* perfonue<l by the Vice-Chancellor of the Cal- 
cutta Fniversity cannot be jx'rformed by the Vice-Chancellor of a teaching 
university like that of Dacca. That is a point wliich we always ignore. 
Further, with regard to training colleges, I may say that it is an imjxirt- 
Biit fact that Indian education has not advanced at the rate at which we 
desiiT that it should advance, mainly for the reason that we have got a 
very limited supply of proi>erly trained teachers. Iudi*ed, the persons 
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whqja'we have got*ap teachers may be jrraduates of the Calcutta Tniver- 
iity; hut the graduates of th^Calcutta Fiiiversity properly trainetl to 
become teache/s in high schools and colleges? Do they get any special 
training? I^o not think so. Of courvse if the ahnnni of the Calcutta 
Ufiiversity are considered to l>e gooti for any profession, theie ends the 
matter. But I am decidedly of opinion that the Calcutta Fuiversity 
graduates are not properly trained for taking to the profession of teach- 
ing. Fuder these circumstances, two training colleges in u province 
lik# Bengal are n(>t too many. There ought to be more. From figures 
given by some of the speakers, it apixnirs that in K\iro|X'an cities ]nirti- 
cularly in Switzerland and trermany, there are \er> lug tearhing ladleges, 
and hundreds of teachers are tiainetl there. We want edm ational insti* 
tuti{)ns and college^, but wbeie are the teiu bers? Let us have pro|H*rly 
trained teachers, ami then education will ‘Spread throughout the country. 

lu this view of the matter, although 1 am ( ne r)f thost' who advo('ate 
economy and retrencliment in everv j)os<ihlc way in the adnnni'»l rat ion. 
yet in matters ediicatiunal 1 am oppo^^tl to tM'ononn’. and it is for this 
reason that, when dncussing the binlget. 1 did not jnt>]>os<' any “ cuts ” 
whatsoever in the grant demanded for education. In this view of the 
matter I think niv tiieml Uai Dr. ITaridhan Dutt Bahadur would U‘ well 
advised to withdraw his resolution. 

*Mr. RAZAUR RAHMAN KHAN: I rUe to opixise the resolution 
im \ed liv in> Innrhle friend Uai Dr. Haiidhan Dutt Bahadur. I do not 
km.w w^at proinjited mv hon’ble friend to move this r<‘solution at a time 
like tlii-. Sir. I have closely followed the arguments that liavt' Immui 
ad\aTi(‘ed le the Inn’ hie mover ami liave failed to nmleistand what good 
will he d<jne to the country in general by aholi.shing tlu' Dari'a training 
college or th<* Intenne<liate Bouid of Edmuition at Daiaa Due thing 
is ( lear. W(v ^^ant trained teachers in this eountrv and there is a dearth 
of them everywhere. We want to have training (alleges for them 
located in snitahle sites where they can <onveniently receive their tiuin- 
iiig. We have got Ciiie such cadlege at Calcutta and one at Dacca. 
Even these fv^o aie inadecjuate to supjdy the demand for trained ttuiehers 
for the whole of Beiigal. And it i.s the nature of things, it is indeed far 
more necessary and eonvenicmt to have a training college at Dac a than 
»t Calcutta, Wause Dacou is a central place whic h can draw teachers to 
l)e trained from every part of the province. Therefore I think it wcmld 
be retrograde s4ep to alxdish the training ccdlege theip. I only wish 
that Government had more money to start more training colleges in the 
province. 

Now, as to the Dacca Intermediate Board of Education, I do not 
know whether the hcn’ble mover has gone through the statute that 
created the Fuiversity of Dacca. It i» clearly laid down there, in suh- 
•ection (J) of section 6. that it shall not lx* lawful for the University to 
conduct courses or maintain classes for the puriwse of prei)aring students 
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for admission to the University. Now, Sir, all tlie high schools of ^ 
Dficea were disaffiliated when the Dacc^ University Act camt into opera- 
tion. And if this Intermediate Bofird had not come into existence, 
the Dacca students would have been thrown into the streets and could 
not have Wn j)repared for the university degree examination. ® 

1 do not also understand how the hon’ble mover could suggest that 
the Vice-Chancellor and the Registrar of the Dacca University could 
])(‘ ]Mit into the Intermediate Board as honorary workers. They are • 
whole-time servants f»f the University to can*}' on the work of the uni- 
veuity itself. If the hon’ble mover had given more thought to his reso- 
lution he would liave seen how impracticable is his suggestion. I can- 
not too strongly condemn the pro}K>sal which has been made by my 
hon’ble friend. 

The Hon’ble Mr, P, G. MITTER: The resolution really deals with 
two different (luestions. The only connecting link betw'een these two 
different questions is Dacca. Dne part of the resolution deals with 
lli(* iilsilition of the Dacca Intermediate Board, and the other l>art 
deals with tliat of the Dacca Training College. Well, Sir, Bai Ih*. 
TIaridhan Dutt Bahadur protested so much about his great love for 
Dacca am] rejH*ated so (dten that he is not at all actuated liy any 
want of lov(' for Dacca or East Bengal, tliat I i>ositively grew .siis^u- 
cioiis. My susjucion.*; led me to examine caiefully his motive in lump- 
ing up two diffen'iii prop(»sitions in one resolution, and the examina- 
tion led t(. the disc('.\ery that his obi love for Dacca could ^lie the* 
only reason for bringing these two diffeient matters under on^ resolu- 
tion. But to Ik* .s(*ii(Mis, Sir, I think I should deal with each of these 
diffen*nl parl.s se]>aralely. ] will .jfirst of all take up the suggestion 
of aholi.sliing the Intermediate Boanl at Dacia. Sir, the jiosition 
shortly is this: under the Dacca University Act the Dacca Tniversity 
is absidutely jin'cluded from Inning anything to do with (‘xaminations 
1k*1ow the Univeisity coune. The attention of thi.s House lias alieady 
bi'cn ilrawii to this fai t by Mnulvi Razaur Rahman, and pr/'vnmsly on 
im It* than om* oet asioii I had brought this jHiint to the notice of 
the House. Therefore, Sir, the Dacca Uiiivenity cannot IioljJ, either 
what is known as the luatriculaticm or what is known as the inter- 
mediate examination; fuither under s<‘rtiou 47 of the Dacca University 
A(t, Tieitlier the ('alcutta University, or, for the matter of that, any 
other university, can have anything to do with educational institution.^ 
within the five-mile area of the Dacca I'niversity. One jKutiou of 
sectit>n 47 is this : — 

Xo oduont tonal m«titut>on within that limit ahall lx* aitsociated m any way with 
or admitted to any pnvilegoi of any other nniveraity incorporated by law in Britiah 
India, and any *»uch pnvilejjea granted by any *\ich other university to any eilucational 
institution within that limit prior to the commencement of this Act ahall be deemedtllo 
be withdrawn on the commencenoeiit of thui Act. 
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^ that, Mr, bi^efly. the i>05ition i< this: There are eight high 

schools at •Dacca and two iiiV'rnuHiiate college^ at Dacca. These 
achtxda and colleges cannot send up theii .students tor examination to 
the Calcutta tniversity nor can the Dacca ruiversity examine these 
atuflents. That was the i>osition in which 1 found myself when 1 timk 
charge. I al>o fouiul that Ix'lore I took charge (>t mv othce the mutter 
was*carefully considered in u conference l)*‘tween the rejnvsentatives 
^of the Calcutta Fniversuy ami the Member in charge id’ Education 
und^ the old (Tovernmcnt of llengul; then it was als«> discussed Indween 
the Government of India and the (rt>vei nment i»t Hcngal. ami it was 
decided that. iHMuling the ci cation of a statutory Intermediate Hoard, 
a iKuly should be apiHiinled h\ a (iovei nment resolntii>n to t'omluct 
these examination>. Ilon’lde MeinU-i> will no dculn appreciate that 
if we ha<l not tiiis body, then the Dacca ''tudents would lia\t‘ to hnivt' 
all secondary and intermediate oilucational instiiutums in D.o ca and 
proceed el.sewhere. lhat being the iHisition. wheth<*r we bkt' it or 

ni>t, we must have an examining body for matriculation and inter- 
incdiate examination.^ at Dacra. Now, Sir, my hon’ble fiicmd has tnrthm' 
suggested : “ Mell. if yon do n<*t abolwli the* Intermediate Hoaid, why 
not apjK)int tlH' \ i( e-Cham elloi of the Dacca ( nivcisitx as Prc'^idcMit 
and thc‘ Hc^gistrar as < /• officio Secretaia of that Hoards” My answer is 
tln4 Vicc‘-('han(ellor of the Dama rnivcisity is a \vhoh‘-time 

sc‘r^ar]t of the' Dacini I’mversity: we. the (io\ei nment , have no (anitrol 

o\er him. Jle is m»t oui soivant and the* Kegistrar also is the siMvaiil 

the l'nivcisit\. W,. cannot c'omjMd them to ainn^pt tln*se 

ofhc’es; tnd, apart iiom that, even it the Dacca rnivinsity coriHcmtiMl 
and (‘\en it thev wer<‘ aj)jH>iijted, as snggestcnl. I iloubt very much 
wiiether .siicli ap|Miiniments w»iuld I'^t in substance* mean an infringt*- 
iiient of tlie statute. We*ll. Sir, this m all that I havc> got to sav with 
regard to the abolition of the Iiiti*riiiediate Hoard. TIkmj. Sir, alnnit the 
iibohtion of the Dacca Tiaimng ('ollegc*. It is not a (iu<*sli(»n of East 
Bengal or West Bengal. It is a <piestinn ot training teachers for the 
wlnde proviiK'e. (tur arraiigc'meiits for training teachers are wholly 
inadeejuate*. We have about fttttt secondary schools in this jirnvince and 
the total number of teachers is al>out Il,0l)t). Out of that wn* have* only 
about l,50i) truimMi teaciiers and about lO.tHH) untruim^l tr*achcrs. 
Ilf these two colleges we have facilities ioi training aliogether IIS 
teachers everv' year, and the total number of untrained teachers in this 
province, as I hi^e ulivady said, is to-day alioiit In provinces 

like the I nited Provinces, the Punjab and Madras, and other provinces, 
where the numlier of high schmds is com |>jira lively small, the arningc*- 
merits for the training of teachers are much Wtter than ours, and we, 
at any rate, claim that we are educationally far more advanc^Hl than 
any of these province.s. The Fnited Provinces has got 4 training 
colleges, the Punjab has got 3, and Madtaij 3. The Sadler Commission 
recommended that there .should W two university departments and 6 
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divisional colleges in this province for the training of teachers^ It 
is not |K)«Mi]jle for us in view of the present limited resouroeJ of provin- 
cial huanco to give effect to this recommendation, but certainly it is 
up to us to keep whatever we have, and not to abolish th^se two exist- 
ing colleges, I therefore hope and trust that my hon’ble friend, Rai 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt Bahadur, after hearing these explanations, would 
see his way to withdraw his resolution. If not, I am afraid I ffiust 
op[Kise it. 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I am not at all surpi'ised 
at the attitude taken uj> l)v some cd my hoirble friends, who forttinatelv 
all come from East Bengal. 1 know whjit would be the fate of my 
resolution and I am iK*rfcctly certain that 1 have not the slightest 
chance to curry it through this Council. But all the same I would 
ask your indulgence for two minute^ to clear certain points. My 
lion’ hie friend, Bai J(»gendra Chinnier Ghose Bahadur, seems to think 
that, liecaiise he is the repiesentative of the Calcutta University here, 
all the educational information of the province must be his monopoly. 
^*ot lR*ing the lepieseritative of a univei^'ity 1 was asked, where did 
1 get my information fiom^ My hon’hle tricinl, when siioaking on 
the Ministers’ salaries, cited tlu‘ iiistanc-es of .Tapan, Jamaica and other 
jdaces. May I ask wheie he got hi.s information fiomy 

My hun'hle friend, Nawahzada Afzal is jKodectly right in his atti- 
tude, and I tliink it wa.s (|uite reasonable on his ]>art to suggest that 
if one or tlu‘ other had t(» g<», he would rather have Dacca than ^ilcutta. 

I (juitc' understand his feeling and I appieciat<‘ that. I may aim men- 
tion tliat I do not care whether you aholi*»h C’alcutta or Dacca. 

J liuAe no ohjecticvn if Dacca remains and Calcutta giH‘s. llie IToirlde 
the Minister has ver\ rightly said that I have a strong lo\c for Calcutta. 
That is so. 1 take pride in my luitivo city. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: What the Iloirhle the Minister said was that 
you had a strong love for Dacca. (Laughter.) 

Rai Dr, HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur: I presume, Sr, he meant 
('alcuttu when lie said Dacca. 

The Hon’hle Mr. P. C. MITTER: I meant what I said. 

Rai Dr HARIDHAN DUTT Bahadur; But some of my hon'ble 
friends wHun to think that I was hard uihui Dacca. The Hon’hle the 
Minister, however, has sjxiken alnmt certain legal difficulties. I had 
also had legal opinion and it will he found that in the way my resolu- 
tion has been framed, the legal difficulties can W met. I am not a 
lawytM'. hut I was ad\ised to frame my resolution in this way in order 
to obviate legal difficulties. It was verv good of my hon’ble friend, 
Maiilvi Bazaur Rahman, to come here and ex]X)und the law. I am 
not, however, preixirtnl to take my law from him, although he a 
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lawyer and I am nat. Sir. I Lave nothing more to add. I think, how- 
* ever.^ikat i| would be advisable |or me to withdraw my I'e^olution. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Conneil, withdrawn. 

[At this ilage, the Hon’ble the Pivsident left the Chaml^er and 
Mr^ Deputy-President took the Chair.] 


Eradiotttiofi of Milartt. 

Babp TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 move that this Council 
retouiinend to the Croveiuiiient that a (‘onnnittee, cojKsi.^.ting of exiHuts, 
be ap]K)iiJted for deviNing means tor the eiadi<’atioii of malaria from 
Bengal and for flaming loiigh estimates of the pioluible cost of such 
o|)en\tioiis. 

We all know that a laige number (d' poopb* annually tall victiiiK 
to mulaiia. We have heaid times witiiout number liom the lloiCble 
the Minister in charge ot I’ublic Health that, if he had sutlii ient money 
at hi.s disposal, he would dn\e away malaria fiom Bengal, but he had 
never stated what amrmnl would be re([Uired to eojK‘ with this fell 
disease. I'rom tunc to time we have b(*en healing that fcitiiiu methods 
would be taken to leuiove malaria. We all know that malaria is a 
juetentible di.si*a^e. In Italy it was found jHihsibh* to drive out malarm 
bv human efforts, as abo in Panama; it was also tackled in Ismulia. 
Tlierefoie, Sir. ue can tuitertain liojies that malaria could be iemov(*d 
‘from Lovfer Bengal. It may be urged that Italy or Panama, Indiig 
fre<* (’oiiTiti ies, they can shaiK' tlieir own destinies, and unfortnnatidy 
we are not in a po.sition to tlo so. Well, Sir. this argument is flimsy 
and cannot, jdaced as wo are now ifnder the Beforms, stand the test 
of daylight. Sanitation being a tiansfeiied subject is now under the 
• jKirtfolio of the Ilon'ble the Minister. Sir, you will agiee with me 
when I say that the elected rejuvsenlativeH (ff the jK'ople are resjK)a- 
sible to their constituencies for devi.sing means for improving the sani- 
tation of the *‘ountry, and if t hi.*' elected bmlv fails to do that, the fault 
is their own. * 

Sir. tliis country has been malaii(»us fora long time, but I>i’. BentlMV 
.snj^d the other da> that before the railway embankments were made 
the cuuntn* was Tiot so malarious as it is now. 'Fliese railway embank- 
ments aie responsible to a great degree for the jirevaleriee of malaria 
in Lower Bengal, I hojje, Sir. an attempt, a .serious attemjit, will he 
made at once for providing for a sufficient flow of water by oiiening 
up more culverts and bridges in the railway embankments, 1 had no 
mind to press for this resolution when I came to Calcutta this time. 
The term of the present Council is coming to a close very soon and 
I had a mind to wait for the next session, and after that the matter 
• could have been pressed, but, Sir, the discussions of yesterday on the 
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subject of outrages in Faridpur made me make up^my mind to press 
for this lesolution without further delay. Is it possible for any coun- 
try in the world to find the spectacle of the villagers fleeing from 
their village leaving theii- women and property to the mercy of a 
handful of [Kdicemen. 

Mr. DEPUTY.PRE8IDENT (Babu Surendra Nath Ray); You had 

better confine your 8i)eech to the subject-matter of discussion. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: I was only referring to the 
effect of malaria upon the health of the people. Surely stronger men 
would not have acted like that under any circumstances and this is 
only possible for a malaria-stricken iH)pulation, 

Mr. DEPUTY-PREBIDENT: It is quite beside the iwiiit, and not 
logical either. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: If the people oi a place are 
strong enough to resist any aggression from outside, surely they will 
resist it to their utmost strength, but when they do not resist it. it 
is <iuite logical to argue that they are not strong, and that is due to 
some sort of disease which they have been suffering from. Now, Sir. 
I would refer i 0 one thing. What is tlie duty of (iovernment? Tlie 
duty of the Government eveiywheie is to s(‘e that iHY)ple should live 
in the country as long a.s po''sihle with health, wealth, contentment and 
prosiH*rity. Rut here in Ihuigal we find tliut the birth-rate is far lower 
than the death-rate. If the death-rate is to continue in this way 
unchecked ior some years more, 1 am afraid the country will l>e /lei>opu- 
lated. (’an wc not check the process of destruction thxit is going on?" 
We want to have the opinion of such cxjierts who hav(‘ a(‘tually dealt 
with the question and have got practical and first-hand km>wledge of 
it. We do not want to have the opinion of those who have got only 
second-hand knowledge. Sir. there is one more jxiint I would like 
to press. If there is any lUne*is in one’s family one sends for a doctor, 
but one does not send a mem}>er of his family to get trained in the art 
of medicine first so that he can take up the treatment, i understand 
a gentleman has Wen sent to Italy to study the methods as to how 
malaria is to be jweventod, and it would take a long time before he 
gets his lesson. Meantime, no steps will W taken for tackling the 
probltun. So I would suggest that the Government would see their 
way to fonii a commit tec' consi.sting of men who haveiactually tixckled 
the problem of malaria in other countries. With these few words I 
commend my I'esolutiou for the favourable accept anc'e of this House. 

Mr. A JOY CH UNDER DUTT: I do not wish to make a long speech 
on this subject Wcaiise it came up Wfore the Council and was dis- 
cussed on several occasions. But there is just one thing which I 
would desira to bring to the notice of the Hon'ble the Minister, and 
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it it We have often heard of anti-malarial operations, but we 

really do not know the nature t>f these anti-malarial openitioUvS, We 
should be extiemely fateful if the Hoii’ble the Minister would kindly 
ei^lain to tfe what the nature of these anti-malarial ojM»ratiojis is. 
Sir, I am familiar with my own constituency. Bhisnupur. At one 
tis^ Bhisnupur was a healthy plaw. But tivday it is a hot-lvnl of 
malaria. I have l>et'u tryiu^^ to find out the reasons for this o^lvent 
» of malaria into Bhislinupur. Each one has his own them v ; some 
people say it is due to the stagnant water, others say it is d'n* to the 
new lailway embankments of the Beupal-Nairpui Hailwav. Well. 
Sir, I do not know the true causes f«)r the malarn in Bhisuni)ur. 
One thing- htus struck me and it n this, that we must have the men 
who have actually tackled the problem of malaria. I believe the 
experts who actually tackled the problem of uudaiu in Eg>pt are 
still available. Their .serviees should Ix^ avnikd of. thouirh I know 
It would l>e very costly. It is a very imjxutant que^iiun and unless 
It i.s energ-etically tackled, some districts of Beiitrul will he d *populated 
within 20 or 30 years' time. If we cun s|>end two croies of ruptMvs 
on the policy, it siiould not be ditficiill for us to find an adetpiate Mini 
for meeting the expenses <>f anti-malanal op^*i.it!ons. It is a most 
urgent question and the Uon'lde the Minister sliouhl tackle it eueigeti- 
caily. 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Per.sonallv 1 ha 'e giown rather 
• pe«sinii«4ic about the appointment of eommit • But ^tilL I wel- 

come tife resolution of niy hon’hh* friend, .Mahu Tank.anatli ChaudhuH. 
Ever since we entered the ('ouneil several ha\e Imvmi marie 

from time to time to l>ring home !•> the (b>vernment — and by (Jovern- 
ment I mean the rion’hle the Minister in charge of the Public Health 
Department — to the urgent necessity r»f doing his level b(*sl tor erarli- 
cating malaria from Bengal, In my fir^t liudget ^i)ee<di I sugge'.letl thrrt 
it would not be wise to touch this pnddem as a wlode, as the available 
resources Bengal can hanlly touch even tiie fringe <d the ureas 
affected, but 4t would be useful if you can tiv to put all the available 
resources to eradicate malaria from only one distci* t at a time every 
year or*every two years, as the case may be. Sii. things done by 
Iflalves are always worse tliau useless. There is another imj>ortaijt 
asf^ect of thi.s question. The education of the masses regnnling pre- 
ventive meastircA to l>e adopted i.s one of the jirime necessities of this 
problem. District Boards, Local Boards, Cnion Boards and Muni- 
cipalities should all combine for this common purpo.se. Aliove all, money 
should be spent ungrudgingly and tho public exchequer should he 
thrown widely open. T must admit. Sir, that the Hon’ble the Minister 
realised the situation very early and organised conferences, sanitary 
conferences, in different places. In one of the meeting! of ilu! 
Council he declared that it was under contemplation to launch a loan 

tfi 
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for this imrpose as early as possible, hut although two yeafra have gone 
hy, I do not find any visible signs for giving effect to this or any 
similar scheme. The straitened conditions of the public exchequer 
hate, I Mieve, stood against the realisation of this Scheme and if I 
atn not entirely wrong that will always remain a stumbling block to 
all progress^sanitary progress — unless and until we can manage ^pur 
affairs in such a way that sufficient funds may be always available for 
this purpose. That there is a real necessity for taking urgent measin-ea 
for the eradication of miilaria, no one, I hope, w^ill dispute. In my 
last budget speech, I tried to show that the Bengalis, especially the 
Bengali Hindus, can be unhesitatingly declared to be a dying race, 
as the last census figures will show. There are only three or four 
districts in Bengal out of the 29 districts where the census figures show^ 
an increase of [xipulation, and all of them belong to Eastern Bengal. 
Burdwan i.s, I suppose, the worst sufferer rn this resjiect; Hooghly,. 
Murshidabad, Nadia, Jessore, Rajshahi, Rangpur, Dinajpur, etc., 

( lonely follow each other and it is a question of life and death of the 
whole Bengali race, and every moment is therefore precious. I am 
not UDwnscious of the valuable work done in this direction by the 
present Director of Public Iloaltb. His idea of flushing and 
flooding the ureas affected is one which has Wen ac(x*pted by the majority 
of medical men in all countries, but to giv(* effect to the scheme, 
a modest sum of alKuit Rs. 10 lakhs will be necessary for each of the 
districts affected. In actual practK^e this figure may prove to be an 
under-estimate or wholly inadeciuate, but I am certain that this is 
the least amount which will Ih‘ needed, I reiH‘at that it is my finn 
Conviction that half measures in too many ]>laces will always prove 
wcjrse than Ufxdess than full complete measures directed towards one 
plac'e, and one place alone, at a time. 

One word more and I I have heard t\ith great regret that 

some 20 posts of Assistant Surgeons of Bengal are going to be aWlished 
for giving effecd to the .scbeme of retrenchment. That there is a real 
need for medical men in this count! y. no one. 1 hoj>e. will dispute, 
and that there is a real need for better (lualified medical men, all will 
perhaps agm*. Whatever their faults, the class of Assistant Sur- 
geons has always Ikh'd kn(»wn to supply a real ne<"<] of their country- 
men. Under these circumstances any scheme (^f retrenchment fol 
alndishing the post.s of Assistant Surgeons .... * 

Th« HOffblt Sir lURENDRA NATH BANERJEAs*] riee to a point 
of order. I do not want to stop the discussion that is goiug on, but 
is the question of the abolition of the po.sts of Assistant Surgeons or 
the reeommendation of the Retrenchment Committee at all relevant 
to tkt iftmM before 

Or. dATINORA NATH MOITRAs I beg to say tha: aithougk I 
Atn 4iot a lawyer to know what is relevant and what i.-i not, I think 
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question of impi'oving the health of our countryuien has got 
a direct refation to the supply o| medical men. and fur this, I l)elieve» 
the supply ot better qualitied medical men is ue(v**savv. I raise a 
timely note otf warning that this is a retrenchment »t the wrong eud. 
an^ I hope our kind Hcn'ble Minister will see his way not to give effecit 

to this idea of retrenchmemnt of Assistant Suigeons. 

•• 

Babu ANNADA CHARAN DUTTA: 1 had no mind tu take p^ut in 
this discussion, but I feel a sh’nenng which i^ sure to end in tever. As 
a living example of this subject which i^* resjion^ible f(*r such a havoc 
throughout the whole country, I thought it better to get ui> and streak 
out very plainly that the (Tuveinment had U'en very much amiss in its 
duties in driving away the scourge from this country. It a sad tale 
ku<»wn to even-one, even to boy> at ‘school, that thousands and thousands 
of soul.s of Bengal — millions, my friend correi ts rne^ — have lH‘en and are 
being carried away by malaria. It is so familiar and it is such a common 
kuf.wledge that |>erhaps a re|)efition <)f it will not lu' so much palatable, 
but the fact there remains. Another fact of which the authorities siH*m 
to 1 k‘ obviously ignoiaiit is that jKiit** ot tbc ('<»untry whii h were fc imerly 
practically fiee from malaiia aic getting it. In aiower t(j some < f inr 
»luestioTi^, the lb n’ble the Mini*-tei in cdiaige oi tliis Depaitmctit was 
pheu'^ed to that in places like ( ’hittagong, tlieca^encl niulanawere on 
the Ho'ieaM' What '^teps ha\e Iwen taken t(; jn event the spuaid thereof 
aiifl t(- pi event the jnevaleme ot malaiia in piaee;- where it did not exist 
before?# We have lieanl very big things fioiu tin* Department. 1 did 
ij(-t ki^jvv what us 4 ^ful pur|M».st‘ will 1 m* served by the ((unmittee which 
the In ii’ble mover in his resolutn u wants. Peihapn another «*xj>onditure 
of a big aiiK lint of money by gettiyg t('g4‘ther s<mie j>in)ple who Im)s<» 
a*. exiM*rts, and who w ill jK-iliaps in the end fail a.- any layman will do I 
Perhaps it is (onimon kii(;wle<lge that defective drainage, with the neg- 
lc( t cleansing of places and jungle.s whi( h are allowed to rot in rains, 
and with the ('inissKiii to really reclaim marshy pliu'es, with all the^e, 
malaria < oij|^es in a.s a sort of seijuel, an iminediute MUjuel. Is it not 
therelore folkjwing the simple princiide that prevention is Iwtter than* 
cure. Would it not bo w iser at lea.‘t to keej) those jdaceH free, to take 
time by the foreUnk, to take preventive measures in plncee where 
Inalaria has not as yet got a strong f(K»ting, and that can Im* done by- 
small measures by laying out a few thousands of ruiHjes. Believe me, 
Sir, I have l)e^ watching the condition of my own district and I have 
been able to find that the silting up of a certain stteam which forms the 
Chittagong municipal lioundary- (Chatkai) seems to be responsible for 
the incre*as© of malaria, and even black fever, about which we did not 
hear perhaps 15 years ago, but the attention of the (JoTemment could 
not be drawn to this fact in spite of our repeated demands. The matter 
was too small. Perhaps an expenditure of Rs. 20.000 could hare saved 
a district, but no. that could not be done. They mill allow district aUsr 
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dijitiirt to become malaria-strickeB, to become half depopulated, taud 
thou weak measureH will be formulated and big* persons will be enter- 
tained on very hig’h salaries for formulating a scheme for flushing the 
whole district which perhaps might l)e an impossible feafl for even ^ a 
Hercules, and then a big amount will be necessary and the money will 
not be forthcoming. Is it not putting the cart before the horse? ^ it 
not an absurd profsisition that we do not protect the areas which can 
be protected, but we wait and see that malaria goes there, takes a strong- 
hold there and then foniiulate schemes. I think that it is not right. NVe 
are no doubt thankful to the Hon’ble the Minister, Wcause I know as 
a matter of fact that he has 1)een very sincere in his attempts to find 
out .'•ome m(*ans for the pui-jiose of driving away malaria from Bengal. 
Except the formulation of big s<-hemes which will not fructify in our 
lifetime, I submit that nothing practical has been done. Would it not 
be l>(‘tter to take ui> small schemes here and there and to see what the 
results would lie? Therefore I submit that I had better mention a few 
things which I believe will do a great goia] to the country in the matter 
of at least Fto])piug the spnMid of malaria aud ameliorating the condition 
of the suffering people. There ought to be practical examples to the 
princi])les which (}overnment had IxM'n pleased to accept, viz., as my 
friend Dr. Moitra told you, that (government sjiould adopt all pos^ilile 
means for the .supply of widl (iualifie<l doctors in the interior and let«us 
have many medical schoids ns ju'acticabb*. The principle has }>een 
accepted. That will be one of the best means of fighting malaria as 
well as other evils When it comes to actual execution of tl/es*» pio- 
jecl.s, monev is not forthcoming. A few thousands even are mV: forth- 
coming. Although we. the poor jieople of (’hittagong, have l>een able 
to raise Us. 50,000 the Hon'ble the Jfinisler has not come forward with 
tlie other Us. 50,000 for .starting the school, in sjiite of retrenchment. 
So one step for the purimse of fighting malana and evils of that kind ha.* 
not lu'en taken uj>. Similarly, as T have told you, no steps have lavn 
taken ns regard.s the small item.s of ojaMiing u]> rivers ami streams here 
and tlwMe whiidi have Wn allowetl to get '•’iltiHl up, the lieds of whir h 
have l>een fouml to be a fruitful soun'e of income under the head of 
revenue to the (.Government, so that the silted up IkhIs of diffewnt chan- 
nels throughout the whole of Bengal are lieing settled with different 
|H*ople. For the pur|xise of getting a few thousand rui)ees as revenue^ 
the real welfare of the country ha.« Wn ignored. The rivers have not 
lieeu kept in their original state of eairying away the wateis from different 
lo<'nlities. The result is fever all round. We do not want any more 
roads. Unads really may be good for ordinary communication but at 
the name time roads have got the disadvantage of ol)stnicting the natural 
drainage of the ('ountry. What we want is re-excavation, the improve- 
ment of the onginal channel? which at one time formed the natural 
drainagf* of the country and which have always been neglected. So, you 
wftl see that instead of attending to the real necessities for the purpose 
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of keeping up the unitary condtion of the country well nnd gotnl, the 
Govlnmieni anti the local authorities have allowed the silting up of these 
water communications in all pjiru of the country, and that is the reason 
to my mind why malaria is spreading tluoughout the whole of Bengal. 
Thut ia the reason, I Wlieve, why it has committed so much havoc in 
different parts of Bengal. I remember to have read in some place that 
theae was a committee in order t(» find out what was the cause of the 
advent of malaria in certjiin of Bengal, and on that committee was 
thejate Raja Digamber Mitter. The conclusion of that commitee wa? 
that on account of the railway emkinkments the water |mssnge was 
bl( eked and that had given nse to malaria. This wa^ many yeuis ago; 
I»eihai»s^ong }K*fore many of iis were W^rn. What effwt ha^ hevn given 
t(* that, except jHThaps the make-show optuiing of a few culverts liere 
and there on the railway lines? NoIkkIv set^ms to have at all applitnl Ins 
whole energy and mind to the pn'hlem a> a whole. Is it not time thcie- 
fore that the evils which have Ikh*!! allowcnl to grow on account ol tliis 
(Uiiission (11 the ]»art i f the autluvnties siiue to many years should he 
tackled at (Uice? Xo usenil ]<urpnM* will 1 h* setved by sending an exiHUt 
to Ital\ ami oiIkt j'hu'e** to Ikuv they are grnjtjding with tlu* ]»rol>- 
lem, hut I think that \^e had better confino our^dves to our own locali- 
fuid pn»tit by tair own exj>c*i ience.‘ . 

^1 am sorry, having expressed mvself in this way, that I cannot suj)- 
fs.rt the main proposal of forming another committw. In^cause tlint will 
h«‘ atiother usedess exjK*ndituie for getting together certain ])eo]de who 
call tlH‘m*'elves exjiert.'*, 1»UT who can do notliing. I do m t l)elii‘\e that 
the c.\|*j|fts wh(^ jue alwa\s engag(sl in our Sanitary I)ei>artuient ate in 
any way n ferioi to th(ts(‘ pi(»jK>.H*d hy my fnend. Therefore I am Sony 
tliat tlnnigh thi?> resolutuai has got my fullest sympathy, i cannoi icalJv 
s ipport it. * 

Rai ilOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE Bahadur; 1 hm to ou 

this (Kcasion witli .sonow and a seiiM* of disa}»|H>intuien! akin t(j despair. 
During the last three }eais oi (oir tenuie (d office we jdaced tin* (j nest ion 
of the deter#jyiti()n ol the health of the jK-ople of this countiy at the 
very forefront of our fU{)gramme. The ven' first motion moved m this 
C'ouiicil •was for the sujijdy of medical hel]). The next was f(»r the 
spjiply of g(»od drinking water. Then I mu.sl give all the (ledit that 
tvas due to the Ilon’hle the Ministei. .Sir .Suiendia Xath Banei jea. Umause 
he was deejdy in^iiessed with the great necessity for eradicating malaiia, 
and for the last three year*- he has been trying to formulate a si heme. 
Fnfortunntely^ he ha*- done nothing. .Schemes and xcTitings on pajxu* 
and speeches do ned help a dying jieople. We want a strong ami 
vigorous measure, to grapple with thi.s (question of life and death of 
the people of Bengal, esjtecially of the Hindu jioj^txlalion, who are 
fast dying out. I crinm-t cftutemjdate the c( niingency that stares us 
in the face, after 20 yeais <f the population of Western Bengal 



as 


ERADICATION OF MALARIA. 


c 

|5th July 

being reduced and the Hindu population being reduced by half. 
Something must be done. The problem must be grappled ifith. It is 
uaid that we have got no money. So far as I am aware this Council 
would have been willing to vote any sum of money for a proper scheme, 
and I l)elieve that the entire population of Bengal would have been '' at 
one with this Council and with the Hon’ble the Minister if some feasible 
and proper scheme were placed before it. Unfortunately the sohCtoies 
propounded by Dr. Bentley which had the blessings of the Hon’ble the 
Minister did not meet with the approval of a large majority of people. 
They would have been willing to pay taxes for that purpose. It is 
necessary for any measure involving taxation to convince the leaders of 
the people that it i? for their goo<l. Until that can be donen^axation 
cannot be re.sorted to. Therefore it is of the utmost importance that 
any measure for eradicating the malaria should have the approval of the 
leaders of the people of this country. Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri’s 
resolution s|>eaks of ex{H?rt.H. The people of Bengal have had enough of 
ex|>erts. We must have experts’ opinion hut there is an abiding common- 
sense in the peoi>le. They are not always guided i)y extravagant schemes 
of so-called e.xiM»rts. Therefore exiH*rts we must have but we must have 
also the lenders (»f the (list nets, men who are on the spot who feel and 
work f(»r it. They must be taken with us; they must be ronvimed of 
the utility (.f the sdieme. Until that is done, i>eople will not pay taxes. 
Therefore experts are all giMid. Let have experts’ f>pinioii ; let us 
also have the ( pinu.ns of men who suffer an<l who are grappling with the 
questi< n and fighting with nialaiia, in their native homes. They know* 
the (jueMtif'ii mueli better than any (Uitside expert. Theretore fip‘y must 
be n.ssociated in an\ conimitte(‘ whi('h may be npiauiitcMl to devise* a 
scheme but the .scheme must In' placed In^fore tin.'? Council. I do ho|H‘ that 
the Hon’hle Sir Sinendra Nath Baneijea, iM^fore he goes out of offiee, 
w'ould place beb re tlu» (’ouneil a scheme, co.st what it may, for the 
eradication of this great evil which depo]iiilates the ('(mntry whi»‘h he 
loves so well and which this humble frieml of his loves so well. There- 
fore I w( iihl ai>peal to him to place before us in the August session, if 
he can. a .scheme for the erudicatitui of malaria. I was ta<ien ahar'k — I 
will (‘onclude with tins observation — bv what I heard from Dr. Mnitra, 
that vO A^si^tunt Surgeons were l>eiug dismissetl. t 

Dr. JATINDRA NATH MOITRA: Not dismissed, but their points 
are going to be abolished. 

Rai JOCENDRA CHUNDER CHOSE BahMliir: Their posts are go- 
ing to Ih* alndished. Is that economy in the right diieetion? How can 
you iiiciease the numW of medical colleges and schools if you al>oli»b 
the of Assistant Surgeon.s? It you want to fight malaria, you 
should do nothing of the kind. ThivS is economy run riot and it should 
never W eucouniged. If this matter were brought befoi^e the Council, 
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I amaure that it fould W vetfed uDanimously by it. With these obaer- 
TaMoDa I ^upport the resolution of Babu Tankanath ChaudhurL 

t 

Of. HARIDHAN OUTT Bahadivi I rise to irive my humble 
tupport to the motion which is now beinfr debated. I am one of those 
who feel that during? the last three j’ears. whatever we may have done in 
connection with the question of eradication of malaria our efforts have 
not been of much success. 


^ [At this sta^ the President retume<i to the Chamler and took the 
MJhair, ] 

When we met here on some previous occasion the Hoirble Sir 
*^urendra Nath Banerjea prave us to understand that Oovernment was 
raising a loan and from that lofui large sums would be procured and that 
money would be available for a well considere<l scheme lor the eradica- 
tion of malaria. There wert^ ditfioultie.s in the way. I do not therefore 
quarrel with him that during the last three years he has not In'en able 
to do nuK'h for the eradK'atmn of malaria from Bengal. But we have 
been hearing this ([uestic;n dehati*d for nearly two decades. During that 
perio<l if I wanted to find out what actually had b*M^n eftected hy the (iov. 
crnment and the public 1 found practically ni/. We find that villages 
which were at no <li-tant date tree from malaria are now the hoti>e<ls of 
malaria. I rememls'r almut 10 years ago Diamornl Harlxiur ami its sur- 
ibunding villages, wiiich are not tar from CaKutta, were considered to 
be free fn'iii malaria and niVMdf ami many of my fliend^ were partiru- 
laily aijMous to n nveit Diamond IlarlKmr into a sanitarium lor Calcutta. 
But th^ n< n'bie tlie Minister will agree that at the present moment it is 
a hotAied (d malaiia. So it goe> without contradn'atiou that malana 
instead of diminishing is fast increasing all over Bengal. I have not 
much knowle<lge of the distant vrWag<*s. but from what 1 find fiom the 
suburbs ol'C’alrutta 1 am hound to «.ay that malaria, in spite of all attempts 
-of Goveniment and of the muiiicipalitieH concerned, is fast increasing 
and developing. Now what are we to do? (bjvemmeiit have not lieen 
sitting idle, and I give them credit for what they are doing, hut I think 
that what#should be done has not yet been done. I have never Ihmmi 
very much Aiamoured with exf^eits. I myself told the mover that it is 
very ^asy to call for a committee <if experts, hut to dejieud on their 
advice is not so easy. Tlie experts will come and meet in committees 
*and will make certain rec ommendations, some of whi( h perhaps will be 
so wide and vast and expensive that Government would fight shy of them 
ttnd many of Iis also will do the same. But we cannot ignore that, if 
we are to do any systematic work in connec tion with the eradication of 
malaria the first and the foremost thing that is required is the advice of 
the exj^erts. In European countries wonderful achievements have Iteen 
carried out in connection with the eradication of malaria. Whether 
those principles and those methrsls which have effected such wonderful 
improvements elsewhere can l)e earned out in Bengal is more than I can 
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8ay. It ifi the experts who c^n proLounc^any opiniox^ upon that point. 
That is why I have a sympathy for the proposal for the formation of a 
committee of experts. It may be said that we have experts in the Gov. 
eniment of Bengal. I bow down to themi but at the same time I must 
submit that there is not much evidence as to the success oF their wor)t. 
Therefore I think that the time has come when we should try to find out 
if other experts could help us. ^ 

In this connection I should like to ifay one thing more. Bengal ie 
notoriously malarious and amongst the measures for the eradicating*of 
malaria the use of quinine is admitted to be the most important. It 
swms strange that even now a large percentage of quinine required in 
this country is bremght fiom Euroi)e and other countries. Some time ago 
I brought this matter before tha Council in connection with the budget 
dehatt*. and I wanted that the cinchona plantation should be expanded 
but I did not get much suppf}!^. It is time that we should find out with 
the lielp of the exjjerts whether Bengal can prwluce the whole of the 
( luchona that is required. If more cinchona can be produced in Bengal 
tlie price of (luinine would be materially reduced. During the war quinine 
was to(» costly, now the jtrice has come down, but still it is very high and 
it is difficult get a full supply of quinine. In Darjeeling there is a 
ciiK liona phiutution and there tire several other places in Bengal where I 
think cinchona can Ik* easily grown and the plantation expanded. I 
should think that some exix‘rts should Ik* caUe<l to tell us whether 
Bengal could not produce the whole of the quinine that is rwjuired. 
There are several other things in which the experts can help us with 
their opinion. Dr. Bentley has placet! before us the question of bonifica- 
tion: we are anxious to know what the results have been. I am’ part i- 
cul/u'ly anxit^us to kiuiw whether Dr. Bentley’s anticipations have met 
with the success whith we all hoped-for. Six years have j^assed away, 
let the experts tell us if he is going on the right lines. All these and 
various other points might be looked into and advised upon by the experts. 
IVrsouully 1 am inclined to give my support to the motion of 
Babu Tuukanath C’haudhuri and I hoj>e it will he accepted by Government. 

Biriliu DEVI PR08AD KHAITAN: When 1 came to this hall to-day 
I had no ;|esire to take part in the debate on this resolution. Bi^t after 
having heard the three speeches I feel 1 may well express what 
I feel over this question. There is no doubt that Bengal suffers very 
badly from malaria and immediate steps mtist be taken in order to 
eradicate malaria. The reason why I feel that a comiufttee consisting- 
of experts should not be appointed is this. If a committee is ap|)ointed, 
the result would be that it would take some time until the experts are- 
found emt who are to form the committee; then the ex|>erts will go out 
and make exten.sive inquiries; then they are to draw up their report; 
then the report is to be considered first by the Health Officer and then 
by the Secretary to the Government, then by the hon’ble the Minister, 
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then perhaps by the Finance! Departinent, and such a long time will 
elafae aftfr the report is made and considered by the Finance Depart- 
ment and brought to the Budget Department— find here it will have to 
be considered* how much provision can be made in the budget in accord- 
ance with tBe recommendations of the Committee — that I fear that the 
formation of the committee and the report would delay the taking of 
stgps which everybody in this House so sincerely desires should be 
taken to eradicate malaria. What I feel is this. Government have got 
th^ir experts, and experts always vary in their opinion. There is no 
knowing that even if there be a collection of exju'rts, thev will not 
differ* Therefore the best thing. I think, is that the Government and 
the people should rely upon the opinion and advice of the experts that 
Ctovernnient have g(»t and act np to that, with as much persistence 
and exj>e<lition as jK>ssible with the amount of money available. N(^ 
doubt, as the hon'ble the Minister is as anxious as anybody else, he 
will take further steps to see that more money is given by the Finance 
Department to take necessart' measures in accordance with the advice 
of the experts, and I }i((])e that the taking of steps will n(»t be further 
delayed by the appointment of a committee of experts who, after all, 
may not agree. 

The Hon’ble Sir 8URENDRA NATH BANERdEA: Before I 
afldress myself to the more relevant issues which have been raised in 
the course of the debate, there have Wen some points referred to, which 
I humbly venture t(» think are utterly iirelevant and which call for some 
reply feom (iovemment. My lu n’ble friend Rai Jogendra ('luinder 
(ibose*Bahadur was jdeased to say, on what authority we have not been 
informed, that there was goinpr to be a wholesale mns^^ncre or dismissal 
of Assistant Surgeons, and he was^horrified that Government wan going 
to do su('h a monstrous thing. I hope the House will give credit to 
Government for not doing anything so tragical ; there is not going to 
be a wlndesale massacre of Assistant Surgeons, but we are trying iu 
our own humble way to give effect to the recommendations of tho 
Rptrencbn^nt Committee in regard to this matter. The Retreio hment 
(V'mmitUH^ iVaimmendc^l that so far as practicable Assistant Siirgeniif# 
should^ be replaced by SuWAssistant Surgefms. We are bound Ui 
consider their recommendation, and we have accepted it to the extent 
*of replacing C Assistant Surgeons, but tbev are not to W dismissed; 
they will W absorbed in the cadre and will not loae their apjmint- 
ment^. Therefore there will be no dismissal of any kind, wholesale 
or fiiecemeal. The Assistant Surgeons will not be in the same ]»lace 
as they are now in, but in other localities^, they will be in the sersice of 
Government drawing their grade pay and doing such work as may W 
assigned to them. That, therefore, is an aWolute misconception on 
the part of my hon’ble friend. Indeed I nm distK)sed to use much 
stronger language and to say that an utterly unfounded charge has been 
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brought against Government upon evidenc(» that shoulij have been scruti- 
nized before l>eing used. 

« 

I desire to take note of one or two other charges made by a gentleman 
from whom I did not expect^ them. My hon’ble friend Babu Annada 
Charan Dutta was pleased to observe that Government had been remiss 
in the performance of it.s duties in connection with the question of 
the eradication of malaria. That is a grave indictment. Fortunately 
for me he almost immediately aften^'ards contradicts himself by an 
admission, a significant admission, which I did not expect from* a 
lawyer of his distinction. He said the expansion of medical .relief 
would be a remedy to the ravages of malaria. He also pointed to the 
fact that Government was very earnest in its efforts to establish a medical 
school (in which he is himself i)er8onally interested) in his district, 
furthermore, I may add that I myself have shown marked sympathy 
with the efforts of Babu Annada Charan Dutta and have promised a 
donation of Rs. 20,000 from a fund placed at my disposal. Therefore, 
as my friend has answered himself, it is unnecesary for me to elaborate 
the iK)int further. To say that the Government has been remiss in 
the discharge of its responsibilities in this connection is really to utter 
a libel against the Government. Ever sin<e I have been in charge of 
my reM[K)nMible office, it has Iteen my incessant endeavour to do some- 
thing in this connection, but we have l)een confronted with enormo\is 
difficulties. I.et me mention some of them. In the fir^t place, 
schemes had been fianuMl for anti-malarial o|>erations extending < ver 
10 years. These were drainage and not anti-malarial schemjjs. All 
these hig projects had to 1 >h reconsidered and revised from time tc time 
We could not afford to waste public money upon schemeN which we 
thought were not calculated to servi* the purrK>>e for which they were 
intended. Tluoi other schemes were under nliservation ; they were 
under trial; the Arul Bhil scheme, which is a flmxling and flushing 
tirheine, was one of them. 1 understand that si heme is a hopeful one 
tind the people of Jessore expei't very good results from it. Therefore 
to say that we have done nothing, that we have been sleeping over this 
matter and liave shirked our responsibility is. if I may Vise strong 
language, a calumny against the Government and its labours in this 
direction. * 

V 

My hon’ble friend Dr. Jatindra Nirth Moitra, who, I am glad to 
eay, spoke on thi'< occasion with greater reliance upoq, facts than is 
usual with him, observed that money woubl l>e necessary and a loan 
would Ih* required. A loan would certainly l>e neces.sary for a great 
work of permanent utility, but he wanted to know why this loan had 
not l>een launched. You do not advance loans to a bankrupt Govern- 
ment, and we want a .surplus uinin which to base the loan. If you go 
to the market and ask for a loan, and the investors find out that you 
bave not got a sufficient surplus to meet the interest charges and the 



1928.] » ERADICATION OF MALARIA. 283 

sinking fund, d(» you reallylthink that the investors will plar« their 
mtSEiey intyour iiandij? Place jour iiaaiices iu order and tben you will 
get a loan. 

Let me •ow pass on to the re&olution under disi^ixssion. My hon'hle 
/riend Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri is anxious to have a committee, aud 
Ijfind that Dr. Haridhan Dutt supi»ort.s the idea of a committee of 
experts. Himself being an expert it is natural, it may he presumed, 
that he should have a fascination for a IkiiIn of experts like himself, 
tfiough it may l)e in connection with a different matter altogether. 
But Jet me relate to this Council the story of these iHUumitiees in connec- 
tion with anti-malarial work. We had a committee, the Hurdwan Com- 
mittee, in 18Gd: we had another committot*, the Naiiia Drainage* Com- 
mittee in 1881 : we had seven nimnuttees on anti-malarial operations 
from 1863 to 1967. Again in 1911. another committee was npj'oint«‘d, 
the Malarial Committee in charge of Colonel Fiy; subsequently that com- 
mittee was absorlied in the present Board ot Health 1917. That is 
the .vtory of i/ur comnuttet's, but what has l>t»en the net result? 1 
would not sny nothing. They have done u^efnl work in the <lnection of 
reseaieh and have op'Tusl our e\es to con‘»i(le!ati«>ns whn h hud hitlaoto 
hefui unknown They ha\e lM.*en useful in res<Kiii h 1 do luit want tor 
one mninent to minimize the imi>ortance of lesean h work in connection 
^ith malaria. The bounds of knowh^lge have to be* widened and expan- 
ded. Nature mu>t he made to Meld up her secrete in the interests of 
man. These committees have gi\en us enough of light, illumination and 
guidaj^ce to uinlertake active work in (onnection with malana We 
knoui what to do, because they have given us a cbsit vision ot «uir 
resjuuisibilities m the future. Tlieietore I sjiy “ away with eomnnttees 
for the present ” niol let Us take uflvantage of tin* kiM)wledge that we 
have gained from these fommittees. let us build up our fabric' (d w'oik 
U|>oii that knowdedge. let us start active anti-malaiial opeiatiom* for 
the .saving of human life; ami that aigument «»t mv lion’lde friend 
Mr. Khaitan strongly appeals to me, Supp<*se we have got a conunitlee 
of exjeerts : you have t'ot to call the experts, then they will make their 
inquiries^ i^ossjldy they will take evidence, then they will ilraw U[) a 
report, that rejiort will come to the Secietnriat, then it will c<»me to me, 
and then probably to a joint meeting of the (/(^eminent . all this will take 
• about 3 years; and what will hapj»en in the meantime? Our 
)>eople will die like rats. We had enough of these committees, and I 
hope and tTu#t my friend Babu Tankanath Chaudhuri after the exiibi- 
iiation I have given will se<^ bis way to wdthdravi' his motion which 
I freely admit has given rise to an interesting and useful discussion. 
You talk of expel t^. (.'an you mention the name of a greater exjeert than 

Dr. Bentley who has devoted hi.s life and activities and ba.s com eiil rated 
his whole soul on thi-* matter? Even experts will want to know the 
local conditions with which Dr. Bentley is so familiar, and Dr. Bentley 
has trained up a IkmIv of men, his assistants, wdio are associated with 
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him in this anti-malarial work. Tberef([*€ there is po necessity for 
this committee. I was just referring to the light and guidance that 
we have gained from committees. I’here are certain things which 
stand out prominently and which we have to take up atr once. The 
first is the need of propaganda work so as to dessiminate ^ound idea^ 
of sanitation among our village people. The people must co-operate 
with (i(;vemment, if you want to eradicate malaria; I say it is not 
the work of Government alone; and Government alone, standingi by 
itself, will not succeed in grRpjding with such a stupendous and gigan- 
tic work. You must associate the jjeople with the Government. 
The Government must be inspired with the enthusiasm of the people ; 
and the j)eople guided by the knowledge of the Government. Thus 
acting together they will l)e in a jK)sitiDn to eradicate thi.s tenible 
disease from the hai>|»>’ homes of Bengal. 

Secondly, there iiiu^t be a wider use of quinine. My bon’ble friend 
Dr. Haridhan Dutt has referred to this matter. Personally, I am in 
great sympathy with all that he has said. I think this Government 
ought to tajie up the develojunent of cinchona febrifuge and (luiuine 
manubicture, this (iovernment aided by other Governments, if neces- 
sur>^ Then comes the (juestion of village conseiwancy. Here comes into 
play the village organizations which have been started by Rai (/opal 
(dmndra ('hatterji Bahadui. krn^wn as anti-malarial co-o}>erative socie- 
ties; these sc.cietie.s are .spreading all over the Province. Ij(‘t these 
organizations dealing with village sanitation associate themselves with 
Government <‘ngaged in the larger anti-malarial works, and the salva- 
tion of Bt'iigal will be acccmiplisbed. I'lfHxling and flu.shing is the 
inie remedy against malaria. I have refened to the Anil Bhil scheme. 
We have in hand the great Bhairab project and our surrey is almost com- 
plete; it travel ses ever tour districtf^ Nadia, Murshidabad, Jessore and 
Kliulna — and covers an aiea of 180 square miles. This is a big project. 
To-(lay 1 have heard in the course of the debate c t a scheme for eradica- 
ting malaria. A scheme! We cannot have a single scheme for the 
whole of Bengal; we must have different schemes for different places 
acci'rding to the \ariety ( f local conditions. We cannot have scheme. 
A committee would be UMdess ; I therefore hope and trif^tt lliat my 
hon'ble friend will see his way to withdraw his motion. 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI; The Hon ble the Minister has 
asked me to withdraw my motion, but I am sorry I am not in a jxisi- 
tion to do so. The jituiple of Bengal are dying out very fast and it is 
high time that ste|>s should V taken for stopping the ravages of 
malaria. The Ilon’ble the Minister has said that there are exjierts 
under Government eiuplov and their advice would be quite sufficient. 
But the Ilon’ble the Minister has not said that any of these experts 
wt*re actually in charge of any anti-malarial operations in Italy or 
other places wherefrom malaria has been driven out. We want to 
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kni^w is to be done, and we want to know what would be the coat 
of eradicating malaria. We to know what would be the charge 
for driving away this disease from the ooutitrj*. When we know the 
we will be in a po.sition to deride whether it would l>e |H>ssible 
for u« to pay it or not. I would like to leply to the observatious ai 
Khaitan. If he ha'* eye disease, will he take sj)erturh*s on Hie 
advice of ordinary’ vendors . or will he sjvinl Rs. IG in consulting 
Dj. Moitra 

Or* JATIKDRA NATH MOITRA* Sir, I rise to a |¥>int id order. 
Tl hy dt>es the hon'hle memlier refer to me paitieularly y (l^aughter. i 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He is paying you a compliment. Dr. Moitra. 
(Renewed Laughter.) 

Babu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: If a man is suffering from 
H disease, he wants to get the adxiie of the bt‘st man .'sir, my ikdnl is 
thi.s — that when the i^ople aie suffering from a disiMse, we want to 
get the advice of the Ih*sT men and we do not fear to face the c(»st of 
getting this advice. The Ilon'lile Sir Suremliu Nath llaiieijiHi has 
leferred to the several committei's which weie ioinied l>v (Jovernment 
since 1S63. These committees have done useful work in the jKist, but 
ifone ?»f these committees have tackled the pniblem of malaria fi>r the 
whole of the province of Bengal. Theie are different conditions pi evad- 
ing in different jniits. The lIonTde the Minister ha-* leferreil to the 
Bhairaff scheme and other schemes. L it any con.solatnin to the p(*opli^ 
of North Bengal to hear that .some anti-malarial o|H'rationH are being 
taken up in the .southern or western Bengal? Is there any justitic4r- 
tion in asking them to wait till fhe rioomsday or till ade(|uate funds 
are available in the hands of the Do\einment ? We have got only one 
question to face, viz., that so long the de*'iirues ot the jMS>pje of Bengal 
were entirely under the control of (/Ut.-.ide [►eojde. .'<ince the inaugiira- 
lion of the Reforms the subject of medical ndief and sunitatiou in the 
country* Ijchmi trausterml to us. The elet te«l memherh of the (.’oun- 
cil are respon.sible to their constituencies for the taking of a<h*quato 
measujies for medical relief iu the runil area-*. Are we facing the 
^espon.sibility in a projier way? Sir, in thi.s connection I w'ould refer 
to a passage in the Indian Daily It rums thus; “ Sir Sureiidra 

Nath wiU possildy ask Mr. Tankanath if he has got the financial pro- 
gramme cut and drie<l and can |K)int out a new source which remains 
untapped. Mr. Tankanath wiR, perhajw, then find himself silenced.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How is that relevant? 

BMni TANKANATH CHAUDHURI: My pf>int is this (hat if tin re 
is any question about ffnaticial stringency standing iu the way, I am 
going to suggest a way out of the difficulty. 
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Mr. PRESiDIENTt By suggesting a ?iew source 'of revenue? 

Babu TANKXNATH QHAUDHURO Ratber* retreccbmeiitg in the 

diiferent departments of G-ovemment. 

The people of Bengal have been pacing annually 30 crores of rupees 
or neaily six ruiH»e8 j>er head. 1 do not think any scheme for the 
eradication of malaria would cost ^>ne year’s revenue derived from tie 
])eoi)le (d Bengal. It is no fault of the people of Bengal if the whole 
of this amount is spent on other pui'poses. I should like to point out 
one thing. The j>eople of Bengal pay nearly 2h crores in the shape of 
jute tux. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You see, Tankanath Babu, once you go into 
miscellaneous all source.s of revenue — and it does not matter whether 
they aie going into the right faxket or not — there will be no end to it. 
You must keep your lemaiks confined to the .Subject of your resolution. 

Bibu TANKANATH CHAUDHURI; Then 1 would only say this. 
There is enough money; only if the authorities would try to keep 
back sufficient money for this work. There ran b(‘ no (luestion of new 
taxation. The prime duty of every’ Government to save life and 1 
aplH’al to the membeis of the Council to stv that this prime duty is 
carried out a.** (juickly as iK»s''ible. With tlie-'^e few remarks I hojK* 
that this lesidution will he earned. 


The Hon’bie Sir SURENDRA NATH BANERJEA: May 1 offer u 
]H*rsonal explanation? We have ulieady an expeit, Mr. Inglis, who is 
now in Italy and will *^eijd us his reix)rt. Then Sir. theie is another 
j»oint with reguid to cost. It will be years Udore we can find out the 
co.'Ht of the several schemes. Tlieie aie so maiiv .schemes and if each 
scheme has to be examined, the committee wil] take 12 year'^ or so 
to finish their eiHjuiry. 

Babu Tankanath ('haudhun'.s lesolution was then put and a division 
taken with the following lesult : — 


AYEI. 


Atimctf, Maulvl Avaharuddin. 

Anm«d, Maulvl YaAuinuddln. 

Atimtd, Mufithi datar. 

All, Munaht Amir. 

Ail, Munthl Ayub. 

Arhamaddni, Maulvl KbandaAar. 

•antr)ta, Dr. PramattianatH. 

•hattacliarjl, tabu Nam Cbandra. 
OHaudhuH, iabtt Klihari MMiam 
Cbaudhurt, iaba TARkaualh. 

CbaiHiburl, Maulvl Ibdb Mubaiumad. 
Cbauilburl, Ntl Haraudranatb. 

Oat, tabu Wittbmadav. 

Dai Oubta, Hal Dabaddr Nibarau Obaudra. 
Outt, Mr. Aity Obuadtr. 


Outt, Dai lahadur Or. Narldhan. 

Outti, labu liidu ibtttban. 

Obatt, Ral labadur ^agandra CbuiMltr. 
Had, tbab lytd Emdadjt. 
danab, Dabu tarat Obaiidra. 

I Karim, Maulvl futaU 
I Miltramall, MuntM* 

Maltra, Or. daUndra Natb. 
Mubbabadbaya, iabu tarat Obaudra* 
Raikat, Mr. bratamn Oab. 
nay, iabu turaudra Natb. 

Mty, tCumar nub tbabbaramr. 

May ff baKliii i , Itaja Ma u m tiia Ntti. 
^ Ray ObaudbuHi iabu taiiaii Natb. 
Id br bMaiMy , Mr. Nmaya tbabaai. 
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AlMittfi KfMfT ••iMdtw’ MauHrl imaduddHi. 
AH, Mr. % 9 t Nttlm. 

BaiMrJtA, tlif fir Surtndra Nath, 

•hiair, Mr. t. • 
tAa. Mr. t. M. 

Chatiiliiirl, Khan lahadur Mautwl Hatiar 
H^hdMh. 

Chaudhitrl, tht Han'bit th« Nawah talyld 
Nawab All, Khan lahadur. 

Ot^Mr. K. C. 

Da, Kai lahadur FanlndraiaL 
OfLIata, Mr. J. A. 

Day, m. C. 0. 

Danald, tha Han bla Mr. d. 

Oanovan, Mr. j. T. 

Duval, Mr. H. P. 

Emarton, Mr. T. 

Forratttr, Mr. J. Campball. 

Goode, Mr. t. W. 

Hornaii, Mr. W. W. 

The Aye^ being 'iO and the No 


Nuntlnifard, Mr. 0. T. 

Nuq, Manhrt thfatnui, 

Khailan, labu Dabi fraaad. ^ 
Khan, Maulvl Nani)d>ud*dln. 

Khan, Mr. Rataur Rahman. 
Maharajadhlraja lahadur of lurdwan* 
tha Han’bia tha. 

Marr, Mr. A. 

MoAlptn, Mr. M. C. 

MoOay, Lt.-Cal. David. 

Mittar. tha Han bla Mr. P. 0. 

Mdkhariaa, labu Nltya Dhan. 

Rahlowan, Maulvl Md. Abdul Jabbar. 
Rahtam, Mr. Abdur. 

Rahim, tha Han bla Sir Abd*urv. 
Rebtrtion, Mr. F. W. 

Roy, Mr. J. N. 

•tuart-Wllllamt, Mr. i. C. 

Vlllltra, Mr. F. E. E. 


^*5 the resolution was lost. 


WithdriWai of resolution. 

I'lie folI( wing iiK'tioTj standing in the name <»! Munsin Ayub .Vli 
was, in the a)>seii(e (.1 the meiiilH*!, deemed to 1 h' withdia^n: — 

“ This (’ouncil recommends to the (fovernment that a eominittee 
(‘(.nsisting ci dev(tut religious Mussalmaiis l>e formed to (‘oiisidei whether 
tiie nunilier of holidays at present provided lor the Muhammadan lestivni 
of can ])e increastd either by diminishing the iiunilx'i of holi- 

days firex'i ilied foi other Muhainmadun lestivals or by altogether abolish- 
ing some of (hern, at the same tini<^ keeping the total numlier oi holidays 
I'lesdilied fiu Muhammadan festivals intaet.'* 

Id-ul-Fitr ” Holidiys. 

SHAH^SYED EMDADUL HAQ: I move the following resolution; — 

“ This (^ouncil reromniends to the (loverniiient that a lommittee 
coiisisUng if devout rtdigious Mussulmans lie formed to consider whether 
^ihe numlier of holidays at prepent provided for the Muhaniiiiadan festival 
(»f Id-ul-fitr can be increased either by diminishing the numbi^r of holi- 
days prescribe^ for other Muhammadan festivals or by altogether ubolish. 
ing some of them, at the same time keeping the total fiumber of holidays 
prescribeil for Muhaxhmadan festivals intact.” 

He addressed the Council in Bengali, a translation of which is as 
follows: — 

The ld*uUfifr festiv^ is | wy holy festival, and can be compared 
with the ChristnwMi festtv^f of the Christians. The Christians enjoy 
holidays lot more than one dhy dt^ng Christmas, but it is a matter of 



228 


ID-T7L-FITR HOLIDAYS. [5th Jn.T 

great regret that the Mussalmang do not^get the same amount of holi- 
days. After strenuous fasting for a tmonth the Mussalmans become 
weak and emaciated and naturally they require rest for a certain number 
of days. Those who live away from their villages have to return to their 
homes on the termination of the Id and perform the necessary ceremony 
and feed the poor and enjoy themselves. But the time is so short that 
they cannot do all this. 

There are two Ids. One is the Id^ul-fitr and the other is the Idruz^zuha 
— the latter takes place after 2 months and 9 days from the Id-uUfitr, i.e., 
on the tenth day in the month of Zilhaz. There is a great deal of differ- 
ence between these two Ids, and consequently the same number of holi- 
days for l>oth of them creates much hardship. Tlie Id-ul-fitr takes place 
on the first day of the moon in the mouth of Shoiral while the Idruz-zuhn 
take.s place on the tenth day of the moon in the month of Zilhaz. The 
date for the Id-uz-zuha is fixed more or less on the 10th day of the 
month, but it is very difficult to arrive at a conect calculation so far as the 
Id-ul-fitr is concerned. If one can see the moon on the first day so much 
the lietter, but if the moon be not visible on the first day then every 
calculation fails. It is pro|»er therefore that Muhammadans .should be 
granted some more holidays during the Id^vUfitr to obviate the difficul- 
ties about the viisibility of the moon. There is a wide gulf of difference 
lietween these two festivals, and so I would urge that the numlier of 
holidays during the Id^uUjitr should also be increased. 

Some of the Muhammadan members are opposed to the wording of 
my resolution. They are anxious to increase the numl)er of holidays, but 
when on the last occasion I sent in another resolution of this description 
and spoke about half an houi in this very hall, liioy were pre.seut and did 
not give tbeir votes for me. Sir, it is impos.-fible to do any work in this 
Council without the ci>-operation of the Government. All what I desire 
is to increase the hUnUfitr holidays keeping the total number of Muham- 
madan ludidays the same which are allowed at present. The numlnu- of 
Muhammadan holidays is veiy’ limited, and the Government gave us to 
understand that the, committe<' which was formed for this purjx>se was 
of opinion that no increa.se in the numl>er should be granted. As there 
is no chance of an increase in the numlier of holidays, I have worded my 
resolution in the manner api)earing in the List of Business. I ho{^. Sir, 
that the Government would accept my resolution and give effect to it. . 
As 1 am iFpeakiug in Bengali, and as the Hon'ble the Member in charge 
does not grasp me well, I leave the matter to a Muhammadan member 
who will Ih' in a better pt^sition to elaborate the whole affair, 

Mauivi Md« ABDUL JUBBAR PAHLOWAN; I do not quite under- 
stand this plea of. the mover. No doubt the holiday on account of ZJ-uf- 
fitr festival should be increased. The one day fixed for it is not suffi- 
cient, but I cannot understand bow the hoUdays lor the other festivals 
can be reduced or altogether given up. I do not know if the mover was 
in his normal condition when he moved this resolution. However, I 
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wonj^ isk the MWiammadan^ members of the Council and the other 
members t<e consider the matter ^riously and not to support the resolu** 
tion of Shah Sjred fimdadul Haq. 

HUftYM SHAMCMO SUHRAWARDYi I regret very much. 
Sir, that this resolution has bee& worded in the manner in which it has 
bean done. Perhaps it would do if the hon’ble member could find 
his way to increase the number of Id^l-fitr holidays without diminish- 
ing; the number of other Muhammadan holidays. I say this because 
I feel that there is really an earnest desire on the part of the Muham- 
madaifb that there should be at least two days set apart for the Id^uUfitr, 
As matters stand, nobody can say a'hen the moon will be visible and 
when the Id-vl-fttr will come off. The result is that although ta'o days 
are mentioned in the list of Government holidays, theie is a rider 
attac’hed to the effect that it the iucH>n be visible on u certain day the 
holiday w*ill fall on the following day. Consetiuently no one knows till 
the very last day when exactly the htdiday will In* observed. I think 
it will certainly meet the wishes not only of the Muhammadan memWrs 
of this Council but also of the Muhammadans outside it, if the holiday 
on account of the Id-vUfitr be increased by one day. 

Mauivi YAKUINUDDIN AHMED: 1 U^g to support the resolutiou 
myved by Sliah Syed Emdudul Ha(j, though several of my Muham- 
madan friends are of opinion that the numlxu’ of othei Muhammadan 
holidays should not Iw* curtailed, I beg to submit that the Id-uUf\ir 
holiday comes after a fu>ting of days and Government employees 
who fa.‘jJ*tliroughout the liamznn for *‘10 days would very much like that 
the holiday given on account of ld-ul-fitr should f)e ejTlended to more 
than what it is now. a mutter of fact in Civil Ouirts there are 
two (lays’ holidays, hut in Ciiminal*C(>urts only one day is allowed. It 
is therefore a matter of bare justice t(» give the Muhammadan employees 
holiday for two or three day*' more than is at {)resent given. 

After the exertion and fasting of 3(1 days, there should l>e u rest 
of two or three days, and Government should try and see its way to 
allowing tl#iy this further hediday. I appeal t(» my Hindu colleagues 
that hUyJ-fitr is a most innocent holiday — (I^aughter) — there is nothing 
of sacrifice in it, it is the Id of almsgiving and rejoicing, and I do not 
^{liiik any of my Hindu colleagues would grudge the Muhammadan 
officers of Government, after their fast of 30 days during the Ramzan^ 
this further holiday. 

With these words I support the resolution. 

Mr. RAIAUR RAHMAN KHAN: It is a p^mliar position for one 
to rise and oppose a resolution with the underlying principles of which 
one agrees, but the resolution as it is worded, does not go so far aft 
Muhammadane would like it to go. It is no good cutting down holidayft 
from other Muhammadan festivals and adding to the holidays for this 
festival. It is well known how difficult it is for Muhammadans who 
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liaTe to go to Tery great distances to homes, tg have only one day 
for their festivals. I appeal to my Hijpdu friends to put thjmselves in 
our j)osition and then to realize the suspense which we have to suffer 
with our holidays* jOur holidays are not possible till moon is 
visible, and at the last moment, sometimes as late as 6 or 7 or ev^n 
9 p.M. we do not know when the holiday will begin. I would suggest 
that the member should withdraw his present resolution, if possfWe, 
and at some other meeting of the Council he might bring in another 
resolution urging upon Government to see its way to add at least ?>ne 
day to the Id^uUfitr and one day to the ld*uz-zuha holidays. The only 
argument which Government will advance against this demand of the 
Muhammadan community is that probably Government will suffer; 
there will be a loud crj' on the ground of retrenchment; they will say 
“if you cut down two days it will be a great burden on the public 
exchequer “ and so on, but as it is we have now got 52 Sundays, 
21 Christian holidays, 3G Hindu holidays and only 0 Muhammadan 
holidays. Is it fair, is it just? I would appeal to the member to 
withdraw his resolution so that at some other opportune moment, we 
may urge Government to increase the number of Muhammadan holidays. 

MEMBER in charge cf DEPARTMENT cf FINANCE (the Hcn’bte 
Mr. Ja Donald): In the matter of the increase of holidays I cannot at 
present go beyond the recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee. 
TTicy did not countenance any increase; their recommendation favoured 
a decrease. As to the resolution before us I am confronted with one 
difficulty, hut apart from this I am ])repare(l to a])j)oint a cammittee. 
My only difficulty is that I am not prepared to take the responsibility 
of deciding who are devout religious Musalmans. If these two woids 
“ devout religious “ are omitted, I am willing to accept the resolution. 

SHAH 8YED EMDADUL HAQ: I am willing to accept the omis* 
sion of the two words. 

The amended resolution was put and a division was taken with the 
following result : — 


AYEt. 


Ahmtdi Kfian Bahadur Mauhri Wd^lmuddin. 
Ahmad, MauNl Yakuinuddin. 

Ahmad, Mvnahi Jafar. 

All, Mimahl Amir. 

All, Munahl Ayub. 

AHiamuddlh, Mauivl Khandakar. 

•anarjaa, tha Han'bia Hr furandra Nath. 
•hAttaoharJU Babb Ham Obaiidra. 

Birlay, Mr. L. 

Ohaudhurl, Babu Ktahtrl Mohan. 

Oai, Babu Bhlahmadav. 

Daa Oupta, Ral Bahadur NIbartn Obandm. 

Day, Mr. 0. a 

PomiM, tha Nan’bla Mr. d. 

Danovati, Mr. 4. T. 

Dulta, Brnhu Indu Bhuahaii. 
imtraan, Mr. T. 


Oooda, Mr. t. W. 

Naq, than tyad Emdadui. 

Homan, Mr. W. W. 

Nuntlnffard, Mr. 0. T. 

•lanah, Babu Barit Chaiiira. 

Khan, Mautvl Hami d ud -Blii. 
Maharajndhlraja BahlWiir al BurBrnm, 
lha HoiYbM dm. 

Makramaii, MimaM. 

Marr. Mr. A. 

MoAipiii, Mr. M. C. 

MaCay, Lt^BoL DavM. 

Mitiar, tha Non’bla Mr. B. 0. 

Haikat, Mr. PraMumn Oab. 

Riy, Kumnr Bhlb 
Robaiitan, Mr. P. W. 

Btuart*Wimamt, Mr. S. i 
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miA 


AMMit taliatfiir Maulvl 

••Ml Mr. •. M. 

OlMUlitNirli tabM Taiiliaiuitli. 

MUiaiiiirli MClian tahadur Maulvl HalUar 


dMiBdtiiiri, Maulvl Ihali Muhammad. 
JMi Mr. K. C. 


DtLMti Mr. 4. A. 

Outta, tahtt Aaaada Chanyi. 

OhMt, Mil tahadur Mtaadra Ounidta^ 
Khaui Mr. iaiaur yuamaa. 

FiMawaa, Maulvl Md. Ahdul dahhar. 
R«y, Mr. 4. N. 

Iulira«ardy» Mr. KuMya liiahMd. 


The Ayes being 33 and the Noea 13, tte resolution woe carried. 


Pioneer farms for Jute cultivation, 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA RAY CHAUDHURI: As itHuested by 
Eai Lalit Mohan Singh Eoy Bahadur 1 beg to move the following 
resolution on his behalf : — 

“ This Council recommends to the (ioverninent that piiuieer farms 
be opened for the cultivation of jute, .sugar and <'otti)n in e\ery distrirt.” 

In doing so I do not wish to take up the time ot the ('ouncil, but will 
rest content with a few observations. We ha\«‘ hetui liearing for some 
time that erops are not (juite u]) to the siaudaid that is required. 
Commercial cro[)s like jute and rotton are deteriorating; in sugar we 
^ have been oustwl. What is the cause of all thisy We i unnot say that 
the .soils have been intensely cultivated ainl so crops are showing signs 
of exhaustion. In s])ite of inanure.s which the cultivators are using 
from time immeinnrinl to remedy this e\il, they lia\e not suen'eded. 
The^^e tunnel.. s ot agriculture j)oint out that the foreign systeil^ of 
manuring will g^ive an extensive outturn; hut it is needless to .say tliat 
all foreign manun*s cannot easily he introdincd in the country. In 
proposing any iinprovement fof thi.-' purjiohe we must Ixnir in mind 
that the ixni.santry of Bengal is very lKH>r — 

The Hon'ble the Nawab 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur: As this ia the lust hour of husinesH and us 1 am going 
to aecejM the resolution, T think the member need not proceed further. 

The motion was then jiut and agreed to. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have it in command from His Excellern’y the 
Oovemor to announce that the Bengal Legislative Council standa 

prorogued. 


B. O. Pmm— W. 7.1925— 125M— I.ooe—A. F. A. and otben. 
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PROCEEDINOS. 

(Oflldol Rtpori) 

VOU XII.— TWELFTH SEttlON. 

My M te BUI, ItSS. 


MMlHiofi of poBtt on tlio rooo nmu n do * 
tien of tlio ftotronohmont Commlttoo, 

25. 

Addy, Bobu Amulya Ohono 

fkmrding accommodation for girl 
studenU of the Bethane College, 130. 
Bengal Aerial Ropewaya Bill, 46, 47. 
Pfstnre lands in Bengal, 20. 

Rc^moval of disqualification of certain 
bodies in election of members to the 
• Bengal Legislatire Council, 86. 

Adlounubint, 75, 125, 176. 

AdmitBio%qf vititort to tbo mootingt of 
local bodice, IHC. 

Altai, Kban Bahadur Nawabiada K. M. 

Abolition of poats on the recommenda* 
tiun of the Retrenchment Committee, 
25. 

Abolition of the special staff employed 
for Mubac^nadan Education, 127. 
Dacca Training^ College, 202. 

Functions of Fibre Experts, 21. 

Payment of fees by patients in dinp^o- 
• series and hospitals, 35. 

Ahmad, Kbon Bahadur Maulfl Emadud- 
. din • 

CSiamtanair incident, 16B. 

MMi^^lChan Bahodur MauhN Waoi* 

Bengal VUIafe 6eIf«Oor«niment 

(Ansendmeni) MB, 1923, 106. 
Blcds&g op of the month of the Jola, 
40. 


Ahmad, Khan Bahadur MmiM 
Waahmiddin 

Destruction of domestic animals by 
wild Animala, 36. 

Guns hold on license in this Presidency, 

81. 

Pasture lands, 190. 

Waterways under the Rara-Birajganl 
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